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Benefit Evil 





Crops Up Anew 
Tn Tele Shows. 


| 


The Cerebral Palsy Assn. bene- 
fit show two weeks ago on NBC 
has stirred comment among agen- 
cies, performers and tele pro- 
ducers. General feeling is that | 
unless benefit shows are curbed, | 

| 


| 
} 


free shows will become as serious 
an evil in the tele industry as they 
have in the cafe and vaudeville 
fields. More than that, a video 
show, because of the fact that it 
plays simultaneously in ~ many 
cities before an audience number- 
ing millions, can do more damage 
to standard shows and acts than a 
multitude of benefits in spots as 
nh as Madison Square Garden, 
Major beefs come from talent 
agency reps who declare that 
acts appearing on a show of this 
kind cannot show to advantage on 
displays in the immediate future. 
This, they claim, was borne out 
by Mindy Carson’s appearance the 
following night on the Ed Sullivan 
show. Observers feel that she 
lost her essential freshness by ap- 
pearing two nights in a row. It’s 
also felt that Martin & Lewis’ 
stint on the Milton Berle show 
lost some of its effect since these 
comics did a variation of the 
punch-drunk fighter originally 
seen on the palsy benefit. 
Another’ factor that’s been 
worrying agents is the loss of ex- 
clusivity. They’ve been getting 
higher prices for their acts on the 
Promise that certain acts would 


(Continued on page 53) 


Philco to Make 1,000,000 
Tele Sets in 50; U.S. Seen 
Spending $1,000,000,000 


; Atlantic City, June 20. 

Philco Corp. plans to produce 
and sell at least 1,000,000 television 
receivers this year, with advance 
orders on the company’s new line 
already totaling over $100,000,000 
at factory level, exec veepee James 
H. Carmine told more than 6,000 
dealers and distributors at Conven- 
tion Hall here yesterday (Mon.) at 
the start of the company’s three- 
day sales meet. Philco displayed 
34 new TV models at the meet, in- 














expected, average 25% less than 
-_ models introduced last Jan-| 
ary. 


Philco prez William Balderston, | 
painting a rosy future for his com- 
pany as well as for the entire in- 
dustry, predicted Philco sales for 
1950 would reach $300,000,000, 
marking .a hefty jump over the: 
$215,000,000 in 1949. Figure, of | 
course, would include radios and. 
appliances, as well as TV sets. Ac- | 
cording to Balderston, orders on. 


} 


Food Sponsor Spiels 
For His Own Products 


Al (Tiny) Fairbanks, a _ food 
broker, has bought time on WOR- 
TV, N. Y., to sing and plug prod- 
ucts he distributes, Strongheart 
Dogfood, Island Tapico and Boy- 
O-Boy Syrup. 

Fairbanks, who ealls_ himself 
“350 pounds of happiness,” will 
also be available for other spon- 
sors. He'll air Wednesdays from 
8:30-8.45 p.m., starting June 28. 


See Crime Probe 


Chasing Casinos 
Into Deep Freez 


Washington, June 20. 





Senate Committee investigating 
crime the right to delve into in- 


'come tax records is expected to 


operations of cafes with casino ad- 
juncts. The President said Sen. 
Estes Kefauver (D., Tenn.), chair- 
man of the Senate committee, had 
requested the data to aid the probe. 


With this new weapon, Senate 
committee will be able to peruse 
transactions of operators of such 
cafes. Major question is whether 
operators of gambling rooms at the 
Saratoga Springs, N. Y., spa will 
get an okay to run under the cir- 
cumstanees. 


Committee will be able to gander 


‘records dealing with income taxes, 


excess-profits taxes, capital stock, 
gift and estate taxes, and returns 
for any period including 1949. 


Senate Committee’s new weapon 
makes it possible to delve into all 
ties in connection with business 
affairs of those interested in ca- 
sinos. Most gamblers have been 
extremely scrupulous in reporting 
income taxes since the conviction 
of Al Capone for tax frauds. 


Order, however, specifies that 
information will be held confiden- 
tial, but any portion relevant to 
pertinent purpose of the investiga- 
tion may be submitted to the 
Senate. 





EX-ACTOR CONG. LODGE 


TO RUN FOR CONN. GUY 


Bridgeport, June 20. 


Congressman John Davis Lodge, 
former film actor, has been nom- 
inated as Republican party can- 
didate to run for governor of 
Connecticut. As John Lodge he 


was active in Hollywood before the | 


war, principally with Paramount, 


and made a number of foreign pic- | 


tures. Lodge’s wife is former dan- 

cer Francesca Braggiotti. : 
Lodge’s Democratic opponent, 

incumbent Gov. Chester Bowles, 


MAMMOTH TV MUSICAL LINEUP 


+> 





57 B'WAY SHOWS 


MAKE UP ROSTER 


By GEORGE ROSEN 











'tious programming ventures is set 
| to roll in the fall. 

A bundle of 57 musical shows, 
representing many of the top 


30 years, has been wrapped up by 
Bernard Schubert. Over the past 
few months attorney Julian T. 
Abeles, an expert in theatrical and 
copyright law, has been at work 
| on all the legal aspects and clear- 
| ances, with resultant rights to the 





| 
|57 properties obtained at cost of | | those inhibited midwesterners who 
eo $150,000. Some of the Har hach to Keep | traditionally got thrown by a 


rights on shows run as high as/| 


| $5,000 each. 
| live and kine. 
| Porter, Vincent Youmans, 


Cohan, 


| Dietz, Rodgers & Hart, 


| Straus and Johnny Mercer are in- | 
| cluded in the 57 productions, which | 
provide a further clamp on the | will be adapted into a series of one- ‘of International Business Machines | 


; hour shows. 


will amount to $27,000. Harry 
Sosnik*has been pacted to handle 
the musical aspects of the series, 
with Charles Friedman lined up as 
producer-director. There will be a 
basic company, but with guest stars 
weekly. . 

Lineup of shows follows: 

“45 Minutes from Broadway”; 
“Littie Nellie Kelly”; “Rosalie”; 
“Fortune Teller”; “Anything 
Goes”; “The Three Musketeers”; 
“Mile. Modiste”; “Merry Widow”; 
“Follow the Girls”; “Dew Drop 

(Continued on page 46) 


Esso Sponsoring Legit 
Touring Troupe Sent 
Out by Barter Theatre 


Abingdon, Va., June 20. 
A legit troupe, sponsored in 
somewhat similar way as a radio 
‘series, is being sent on tour by 
| Barter Theatre, of Abingdon, Va. 
| With Esso paying at least the basic 
| expenses, the show will travel by 








bus and trailer-truck, playing al 


One of television’s most ambi- 


Broadway successes over the past | 


Rights include both | ¢ 


* 
Shows by George Gershwin, Cole | Human Equation | are expensive. 


Victor | 


Pres. Truman’s order giving the | Herbert, Franz Lehar, George M. | gripes ‘ 
Arthur Schwartz-Howard | | Italy, Spain, Vienna (said to be the 
Oscar | Nl ayo /cheapest touris. spot in Europe 
| 


Weekly talent-production nut 





ais sehate | 
'WOV’s Weil Beefs to Nets , ‘ 
| On Italo Whodunit Names Europe Rolls Out 


| Italo- Americans are growing | 
'more concerned over the network | Plush (But Costly) 
whodunits’ tendency to _ identify 
gangster and criminal types by 
\Italian names. WOV (N.Y.) gen- Carpet for Yanks 
By ABEL GREEN 
Paris, June 20. 


feral manager Ralph N. Weil has | 

| written the four webs about it. | 

All four chains—ABC, Mutual, | 

‘CBS and NBC—have replied, de- 

iclaring that they oppose such a 

| practice and if they find it exists; The American invasion of Paris 

|they’ll correct it. |and London is on again, and in 
Typical of the replies was Mu-/ spades. It’s’ true of both talent 

'tual’s, which stated that it tries | ang tourists. 

to use neutral names and to rotate| Pho French. to whom tourism is 

the names of criminals among vari- | pephaps the No. 1 national indus- 

/ous nationalities. | try, particularly have, their best 

| foot. forward to cater fo the Yank 








| dollar bearers, with result that 


French menu need have few 
9 | qualms. 

Paris and London, circa 1950, 
Too much so. It 
already reflected itself in 


and quick checkouts to 


| has 


today), and even such hard cur- 

rency countries as Switzerland. 
From the Etoile te the Blvd. des 

which will grind out the writer Capuccines in Paris, and from 


ff h A i | Mayfair to the West End (Savoy 
sede Ef Cadibtioua, Aithoos bad hotel), in London, the American is 


Society of Composers, Authors and | 
Publishers plan, Otto Harbach,| 0t only all over the map but a 
ASCAP’s new prexy, is aiming to | Very welcome personality. Natives 
keep the human equation alive. | cater to the Yank as if he were a 
The big problem in the Society's | TV sponsor. The American in- 
newly mechanized structure, Har- | fluence, show-wise, is omnipotent. 
bach told Variety, will be “to take| Rodgers & Hammerstein's “Car- 
‘eare of the veteran composers,” | Ousel” just opened in London and 
who are now under a competitive | Irving Berlin finally got to see 
handicap in the general cleffer | “Annie du Far-West” (“Annie Get 
race for performances. | Your Gun”) at Maurice Lehmann’s 
It was the vet composers of the | Chatlet, in Paris, where Lily Fayol 
great hits and standards of yester- | does a creditable Gallic road com- 
/year who were responsible for the (Continued on page 55) 
Society’s formation in the first 
place and, according to Harbach, | 


See eet vee te unciecaras | Show Biz Names Crowding 
Lecture Lists of Concert 


running through machines. “Many 
of these writers can’t be reacti- 


| 


Amid the oiling of the battery | 














‘vated to the same level as the 
/younger members, and let’s not | Bureaus for Next Seasun 
(Continued on page 41) Show biz names loom large again 
in the lecture divisions of the two —— 


major concert bureaus, Columbia 
Artists Mgt. and National Concert 


SWANK BISTRO BELT & Artists Corp. Columbia’s tonsil 
EXPANDS ON VIDEO sau toe cpietainaClesen, a 


Video viewers will get plenty of director, has lined up a varied list 








|repertory of live shows for adults | chance this year to see “how the 
|and children. Performances will | other half” lives. With CBS-TV 
‘be given under canvas, with the au- | priming a show to originate from 
dience sitting outdoors, for a price | the Stork Club, N. Y. nitery, Robert 
scale ranging from 15c for kid; Maxwell Associates this week set 
shows to a $2.40 top for adult up a weekly half-hour program 
patrons. | featuring Igor Cassini interviewing 
The-company, called the Theatre | patrons at El Morecco, the Stork’s 
Fair of the Barter Theatre, opens | competitor. Cassini is society edi- 
| July 3 in Ticonderoga, N. Y., then | tor of the N. Y. Journal-American, 
goes to Albany, Watertown, N. Y.,| writing under the pseudonym: of 
Rochester and Niagara Falls for a “Cholly Knickerbocker.” 
six-week test tour. It will then lay | Maxwell,.an indie package firm, 
off to rehearse additional shows,; signed seven-year contracts with 
resume touring and _ ultimately both Cassini and John Perona, 
work south to play through the’! owner of El Morocco. 
fall and winter. The repertory, will probably be aired via NBC- 


Program | 


|for the gabfest circuit next season. 
‘From the legit field it will offer 
_producer: Cheryl Crawford, play- 
wright Clare Boothe Luce, actress 
Martita Hunt, designer David 
| Ffolkes, critic George Freedley, 
-monologist Mary Hutchinson, and 
Robert Porterfield, of Barter The- 
atre. From radio, Columbia has 
commentator Bob Trout, NBC pro- 
dueer- James Harvey, CBS corre- 
,spondent Eric Sevareid, scripter 
, Robert Shaw, and CBS commenta- 
tors Edward R. Murrow and Quin- 
icy Howe. ~ 

_ Others on Columbia’s list are 
| Adolphe Menjou, Elsa Maxwell, 


video receivers are averaging 25% was N. Y. advertising exec, found- 


revealed that distributors have|liam Benton, 
(Continued on Page 54) senator from Connecticut. 





Over last January, while Carmine er of Benton & Bowles with Wil- | 
now junior U. S. | At least eight performances will 
( 


'at the start, will include “Punch | 
and Judy,” “Wicked John and the 


Devil,” “The Tempest,” “Anna 
Christie” and “Three Men on a 
Horse.” 


Continued on page 54) 


TV, with a cosmetic firm sponsor- Burl Ives, folksinger Grace Albert, 
ing. No time or day has been set. | Piano-humorist Henry Scott, N. Y. 
'G. J Pat O'Connor is to produce | Times musie critic Olin Downes, 
‘for Maxwell. CBS show from the | former Met soprano Helen Jepson, 
| Stork will have Peter Lind Hayes) Pianist Grace Castagnetta, WPAT 
and Mary Healy doing the inter- | (Paterson, N. J.) disk jock John 
viewing. (Continued on page 47) 
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Di C. Huddles Seen Healing Breach 
Between SAG, TVA on Performers 


Washington, June 20. 
Moves that may end the sharp 
jurisdictional battle between the 


Screen Actors Guild and Television | 
representation of, 


Authority over 
video performers were initiated 
here last week when‘ both parties 
and the networks met with Cyrus 
Ching, head of the U. S. concilia- 
tion service. The informal talks, 
it's understood, finalized nothing, 
but another meeting will probably 
be held in 10 days. From it 
mediation of the dispute may be 
arranged. 

It’s believed that the networks 
were instrumental in setting up 
the parleys with Ching, feeling that 
all would suffer from a fratricidal 
battle between the east and west 
talent unions. SAG has said it is 
opposed to mediation of the juris- 
diction issue (based on its demand 
for contro! of filmed TV), but that 


it is willing to mediate in the “gray | 


area” of overlapping jurisdiction. 
The confab with the federal con- 
ciliator followed informal talks last 
month between the SAG, TVA and 
the webs and a preliminary meet- 
ing Thursday (15) with the National 
Labor Relations Board on whether 
separate hearings on both coasts 
or a consolidated hearing should be 
held. 

Meanwhile, SAG this week 
mailed to members a detailed com- 
parison between SAG and TVA 
video demands, listing 17 points 
on which it claims TVA “would un- 
dercut working conditions for mo- 
tion picture actors.” 

SAG charged that the inferiority 
of TVA’s proposals is based on its 
‘complete lack of ignorance in con- 
tract negotiations for actors in mo- 

(Continued on page 45) 


JACK BENNY & CO. SOCK 
IN PALLADIUM RETURN 


London, June 20. 

Jack Benny, Phil Harris and 
Rochester, heading- a sock comedy- 
laden show at the Palladium, 
which opened Monday (19), earned 
a rave reception which dwarfed 
Benny's ovation here during his 
previous appearance in 1948. 

Program constituted surefire 
non-stop entertainment with 
Benny scoring on every line. 
Harris clicked with hit numbers 
and Rochester scored with songs 
and patter. Harry Kahne also 
scored on the show in a solo spot 
and came back in the latter part 
of the display to join the head- 
Jiners’ finale. 


Luba Malina to Altar 
Between ‘Roberta’ Dates 


Pittsburgh, June 20. 
Singing comedienne Luba Ma- 
lina will sandwich a marriage in 
between “Roberta” engagements 








here and in Dallas. She’s currently . 


doing the Jerome Kern musical for 
the Civic Light Opera Assn. at 
Pitt Stadium and next month goes 
to Texas for a fortnight in the 
Same show. 

One June 28, in New York, she’s 
marrying Myron Sulzberger, Jr., 
Manhattan attorney. It'll be her 
first marriage and his second. 

Miss Malina got here last week 
a day late for rehearsals. Rest of 
the company had assembled Mon- 
day (12) but she didn’t close at 
the Versailles in N. Y. until that 
night and flew in immediately after | 
to join the others. 


a 





Surprise, Surprise! 
Chicago, June 20. 
Liberty theatre, northside 
Triangle circuit house, adver- 
tised a triple feature last week 
as “three Hopalong Cassidy 
features never seen on TV.” 








Sen. Wiley Denounces 
Impeding of Rackets Pic 
By Racketeer Pressure 


Washington, June 20. 

Activity of “rat-criminals” in 
seeking to block shooting of Frank 
Seltzer’s now completed film, “711 
Ocean Drive,” was denounced past 
weekend by Senator Alexander 
Wiley (R., Wisc.), member of the 
Senate gambling investigating com- 
mittee, and a friend of the film in- 
dustry. 

Wiley pointed out that if racket- 
eers are permitted to push around 
motion picture producers with im- 
punity, their next attempt will be 
to silence the press and radio. Dis- 
cussing the “tremendous influence 
of the underworld” in a statement, 
Wiley asserted: 

“Recently, for example, an inde- 
pendent motion picture producer, 
Frank Seltzer, was working on a 
film entitled ‘711 Ocean Drive,’ ex- 
posing the wire service-bookie rack- 
et, and Was gathering footage on 
actual location in gambling cen- 
ters in the west and on Federal 
property at Boulder Dam. The un- 
derworld, however, mobilized pres- 
sure through local officials at Las 
Vegas, Nev., to harass, threaten and 
impede operations, even attempt- 
ing to put pressure on Federal De- 
partment of Interior officials who, 
fortunately, would not be intimi- 
dated. Film sequences were ulti- 
mately shot at Boulder Dam under 
the armed protection of U. S. For- 
est Rangers. 

“This incident, completely docu- 
mented by sworn affidavits, is a 
shocking commentary on the abil- 
itv of these underworld punks to 
push the American people around. 
If a single company in the motion 
picture industry can be pushed 
around today, then newspapers can 
be pushed around the next day; 
radio stations, and so on down the 
line.” 


BERLE ASKS REST: 
POSTPONE WB PIC 


Hollywood, June 20. 
announced the _ post- 





Warners 


ponement of its Milton Berle star- | 


“@all Me Doctor,” at the come- 
Berle notified the 


rer, 
dian’s request. 


laxation after a busy season on tele- 
vision. 

Last vear Berle had no vacation, 
hopping to the Coast for “Always 
Leave ’Em Laughing” immediately 
after his TV stint for Texaco. 





Paris Ovation for Straus 


Paris, June 20. 
Oscar Straus, now 80, received 
an ovation at a Palais Chaillot con- 


cert, where he conducted the Con- | 


servatoire Cadets orchestra. 

Following the concert, a Max 
Opuls-directed film, “La Ronde,” 
was screened. Despite heavy ad- 
vance publicity and an excellent 
Straus score, pic drew unfavorable 
‘comment. 
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WILL MAHONEY 


THE INIMITABLE 


Palace, New York—June 14, 
Variety said: 

“Will Mahoney, a holdover from 
the preceding show, is the spark- 
plug of this 80 minute session, 
Spotted next-fo-closing he scores 
with his eccentric _hoofing, pratt- 
falls and gags before bowing off 
solidly. ’—Gilb. 


Represented by 
ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 


Wives of ‘Unfriendly 10’ 
In Speaking Tour To 
Plead Case of Mates 


Washington, June 10. 

Hollywood’s “Unfriendly 10,” on 
the eve of trial for the eight not 
yet convicted, are girding for a 
last-ditch battle to prove they have 
been guilty of no offense. At a 
press conference’ here today 
(Tues.), it was revealed that the 
wives of the 10 will plead their 
cause in speaking tours throughout 
the country, while their attorneys 
claim they will present “new and 
fundamental legal and 
tional questions and factual infor- 
mation not yet presented to the 
courts” to prove the defendants 
were not in contempt of Congress. 


Scheduled trial of Alvah Bessie, 
Samuel Ornitz and Albert Maltz 
before Judge David Pine in Wash- 
ington district court today, mean- 
while, has been postponed until to- 
morrow through a routine change 
in the court calendar. Asa result, 
the trial of Adrian Scott, Ring 
Lardner, Jr., and Lester Cole will 
be held Thursday (22) before Judge 
Richmond Keech, while Judge Ed- 
ward Curran will hear the cases of 
Biberman 
Dmytryk Friday. John Howard 
Lawson and Dalton Trumbo, final 
two members of ‘‘the 10,” who pre- 
viously had received one year sen- 
tences, were removed yesterday 
from the D.C. 
Correctional! 








Institution in  Ash- 


| land, Ky. 
‘studio that he needed rest and re- | 


In New York Monday night, all 


|eight of those not yet tried, with 


the exception of Scott, appeared at 


a rally at Town Hall, sponsored by | 


the National Council of the Arts, 
Sciences and Professions, at which 
a resolution was adopted calling on 
President Truman to stop the trials 
of the eight and to pardon Lawson 
and Trumbo. A drive for funds to 


help defray costs of the trial and 


fines resulted in $10,000 being col- 
lected, 


Speaking tour of the wives was 


led off by actress Gale Sonder- | 


gaard (Mrs. Biberman), who started 
today on a swing through the mid- 
west which is to culminate in a 


‘rally at Madison Sq. Garden, N.Y., 


next Wednesday (28). Defense at- 
_torneys Martin Popper and Robert 
Kenny, meanwhile, voiced their 
claims of new information, while 


the eight defendants issued a state- | 


ment to the effect that ‘‘while they 
agree to abide by the points of law 
determined in the Lawson and 


Trumbo trials and to waive trial | 


by jury, they did not waive either 
the right to trial by judge or the 
right of appeal.” 





Amos Meets Pres. Truman 


Washington, June 20. 


| Freeman F. Gosden, the Amos 
of Amos ’n’ Andy, spent 15 minutes 
with President Truman today 
(Tues.). The President suggested 
‘he try Texas State University to 
find a Negro to fill the role of the 
| Kingfish for their new television 
| show starting this fall. 


| Gosden revealed the show will 
/have an all-Negro cast. and that 

| the roles of Amos 'n’ Andy have 
| been lined up. 


constitu- | 


and Edward | 


House Group Rushes 
Admish Tax Bill Into 


Shape by July 1 


Washington, June 20. 


House Ways and Means Commit- | | 


tee, which has been chugging along 
|since January on a tax bill which 
| includes reducing the 20% admis- | 
| sions tax to 10% and the 20° bite 
'on nitery tabs to 15°, hopes to 
| get the bill into final shape and to 
‘report it out some time this week. 


The committee is rushing in an, 


| effort to get the bill voted through 
the House by approximately July 
1. Latter date has been set as an 
informal deadline by Senate lead- 


ers, who warned the Senate would, 


have no time to act on a tax reduc- 

' tion bill this year unless it received 
the measure from the House by 
then. 

The House Committee bill would 
reduce the wartime excise rates by 
approximately $1,100,000,000. Big 
hitch has been that new revenue 
provided in the measure by tight- 
ening loopholes and certain new 
taxes would fall $500,000,000 of 
equalizing that sum. The Commit- 
tee on Monday (19) voted to in- 
crease corporation taxes about 
$433,000,000 a year, which would 
provide most of what was needed to 
make new 
cuts. President Truman warned 
earlier that he would veto any tax 
bill which did not provide approxi- 
mately the same amount in new in- 
come as was dropped from _ ex- 
cises. 

The Democratic members of the 
Ways and Means Committee de- 
cided last week to slap on new cor- 
poration taxes to make up the dif- 
ference. 

In addition to cutting the taxes 
on general admissions and night 
spots, the bill also: 

Eliminates the manufacturers ex- 
cise on raw film, cameras and other 
equipment used by Hollywood in 
connection with production of pic- 
tures. 

Closes the loophole on collap- 
sible corporations, whose outstand- 
ing example has been the Holly- 
wood single picture corporations. 


Under the new measure, capital 
gains deductions would be _ out- 
lawed for single-picture corpora- 
tions. 


Cracks down to some extent on 
writers and composers, by provid- 
ing that all income from the sale 
of books, music, etc., must be taxed 
as personal income rather than cap- 
ital gains. Heretofore, capital gains 
were okayed if the property was 
sold outright and not on a royalty 
basis. 


JUDY GARLAND GAINS 
AFTER SUICIDE ATTEMPT 





tg: Hollywood June 20. 
jail to the Federal 


Judy Garland was resting at 
home yesterday (Tues.), her condi- 
tion reported as not serious, after 
she attempted suicide Monday 
night by slashing at her throat 
with a glass fragment. 

Miss Garland was in a huddle 
at her home with her «husband, 
Vincente Minnelli, and her busi- 
ness manager, Carleton Alsop, 
when she is reported to 
rushed suddenly into the bath- 
room, broken a mirror and seized 
the broken glass to attempt suicide. 
Dr. Francis Ballard, who treated 
her, said she suffered “superficial 
lacerations.” 

Metro earlier had suspended the 
actress when she failed to report 
for rehearsals with Fred Astaire 
on “Royal Wedding.” Jane Powell 


is reported as the most likely can-| 


didate to take over the “Wedding” 
role, with Miss Powell’s next sched- 
uled film, “‘Welcome to Paris,” al- 
ready temporarily postponed. 

Miss Garland was suspended last 
year after she had completed half 
of “Annie Get Your Gun,” with 
Betty Hutton replacing. 


Show Biz to Fore, as Usual, 
To Help in Cancer Drive 


Number of show biz figures have 
been lined up to help Dan Sey- 
mour, “We the People” producer, 
in the National Cancer Foundation 
fund campaign which he heads. 
Outfit is separate from the Ameri- 
can Cancer Society. 

Tlona Massey and John Reed 
King will chair the radio division 
with Morey Amsterdam and Kathi 
Norris heading the TV division. 
Other chairmen are Margaret Sul- 
lavan and Robert Taylor, pix; Mary 
Martin and Maurice Evans, theatre: 
Sammy Kaye, bandleader, and Dor- 
othy Shay, supper clubs. 





income balance excise | 


Test Ed Wynn On 
Multi-Cam Film 


Instead of Kine 


Hollywood, June 20. 

In a further move to pave the 
way for the anticipated shift in 
‘television program emphasis from 
live to film shows, CBS last week 
assigned film producer Jerry Fair- 
banks to lens the Ed Wynn show 
with his new multi-cam system. 
Fairbanks has been asked to ship 
a 35m print of the program to 
N. Y. for inspection by network 
execs there. If the print quality 
is found better than that of the 
standard kinescope, then the Fair- 
banks film will replace the kine for 
transmission of the show over the 
CBS eastern and midwestern nets 
next Tuesday night (27). 

As a result, in addition to the 
three live video cameras covering 
the show, it was also lensed bv five 
of Fairbanks’ film cameras. Under 
the multi-cam system, each of the 
film cameras is equipped with 
enough film stock to shoot an en- 
tire 30-minute program. Through 
an electronic device, the director 
can see what each camera is shoot- 
ing simultaneously and, if he 
wishes, make his camera cuts on 
the spot in the same manner that 
a TV director edits a show. 
Through use of the system, a film 
producer or diector is said to be 
able to get the sustained action of 
a TV program, rather than shoot 
in the usual short takes of a Holly- 
wood-type production. 

CBS’ decision to give the Fair- 
banks system a try on a com- 
mercially-sponsored program 
(Wynn stanza is bankrolled by 
Camels) is believed especially sig- 

(Continued on page 54) 


Previews, Glamor 
Spark H’wood Blvd.’s 
‘Motion Picture Week’ 


Hollywood, June 20. 

Hollywood Boulevard resumes 
its best holiday glamor for “Mo- 
tion Picture Week,” a period of 
festivity sponsored by the Holly- 
wood Chamber of Commerce and 
aided by the film studios and the 
boulevard theatres and merchanis. 
The promotional splurge ties in 
with the Shriners Convention, 
which opened yesterday (19) in 
downtown Los Angeles with about 
200,000 visitors pouring in from 
all directions. 

Along the boulevard, decorated 
with flags, bunting, searchlights 
and public address systems, the 
theatres have scheduled previews 
for every night in the week. each 
attended by celebrities from the 





film lots. Theatres include the 
Pantages, Warners, Paramount, 
Egyptian, Hawaii, Vogue, Guild 


and Grauman’s Chinese. 





have | 


Welles’ Paris ‘Lobster’ 
Rap at Hollywood 


Paris, June 20. 

“The Unthinking Lobster,” a 

long one-act play written by and 
starring Orson Welles, preemed at 
the Edouard VII theatre here Sat- 
,urday (17). Work, a satire on 
Hollywood, and rapping it strong- 
lv, was warmly received. Welles 
gives a convincing portrayal of a 
film director-producer. 

“Time Runs,” another one-acter, 
pads out the bill. Play, Welles’ ver- 
sion of Marlowe’s “Faustus.” 
is somewhat overlong and verbose 
,in attempting to show that man 
creates his own hell on earth. 

Both plays are well produced, 
|with Welles and excellent support- 
ing cast turning in fine perform- 
ances. Plays are in English. 





TV Nips Shriner Show 


Hollywood, June 20. 

Shriners’ “Night of Stars” show, 
to be presented here tomorrow 
‘Thurs.) night, was to have been 
televised and covered + by news- 
reels, but plans were called off 
when producers refused to permit 
their stars to appear before the TV 
cameras. 
| Leroy Prinz, director of show, is 
also readying the musical, “Red, 
White and Blue,” for the American 
Legion. 
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INDIE PRODUC 


Popkin-Justman Further Moves To 
Acquire UA; Kramer's Supply Line 





Despite continued trade 
simism on the likelihood of Harry 
Popkin’s consummating his deal 
for the takeover of United Artists, 
he and his partner in the negotia- 
tions, Joseph Justman, appeared 
to be nearing a decision this week. 
Daily meetings with a UA com- 
mittee have reportedly taken ne- 
gotiations to the point where a re- 
minor difference in the 


latively 
amount of advance payment by 
Popkin remains the principal 
point at issue. 

UA prexy Grad Sears’ con- 


tinued confinement to a New-York 
hospital is delaying the payoff 
talks. It is said his presence is 
needed for the finalities, following 
negotiations conducted by Popkin, 
Justman and their eastern rep, 
Edward J. Peskay, with board 
committeemen Arthur W. Kelly, 
Vitalis Chalif and attorney Charles 
Schwartz. Sears may be released 
from the hospital this week. 

If and when the committee gets 
the deal from its present tentative 
memorandum stage to the contrac- 


pes-* 


U Toppers’ Coast Huddle 


William A. Scully, 
distribution chief, is currently on 
the Coast in huddles with Nate 
Blumberg, company prez, and Wil- 
| liam Goetz, production chief. 
| toppers are setting the company’s 
| releasing program for the fall and 
| winter. 

Blumberg will return east with- 
|in the next couple of weeks. Scully 


‘is likely to precede him. 
| 


| 








Big 3 Asks New 


Divorce Stay; Seek 
Sup. Ct. Hearing 





tual point, it will go to the UA) 
board for okay. No difficulty is 
anticipated there. It then must} 
go to owners Charles Chaplin and | 
Mary Pickford for their approval | 
and that’s where the hitch may lie. | 
Every previous negotiation has 
broken down at that point, al- 
though the UA situation this time 
is more acute than ever before. 

12,000 Shares (60%) Control 

The current haggling over the 
amount of Popkin’s advance pay- 
ment is not serious, since this sum 
is a relatively small one and only 
one aspect of the deal. Major 
points in the Popkin-Justman ef-| 
fort to get the 12,000 shares (60%) | 
in the UA treasury provide that: 

1. They guarantee to put up suf-| 
ficient coin from week to week to} 
insure continued operation of the 
company until it is on its feet. It 
is said now to be losing $10,000 a 
week. Popkin and Justman are 
counting on having it on a paying 
basis in a year. 

2. They guarantee to UA a con- 
tinued flow of quality product. 
They feel that between 12 and 20 
pix a year are all that is neces- 
sary, with emphasis on quality 

(Continued on page 20) 


MORE MIDWEST FOLDS 
CAUSED BY SLUMP 


Chicago, June 20. 

Expected summer slump and 
present business conditions have 
finally hit the Balaban & Katz cir- 
cult. B&K will close the Alba, 
small-seater northside house, which 
had been operating on an evenings- 
Only policy during the week and 
full-time weekends. Not yet known 
Whether the house will be reopened 
in the fall. 

Meanwhile, Essaness eircuit is 
still pondering closing some of its 
houses, while the Schoenstadt 
chain, which closed three houses 
for the summer, is considering 
shuttering a fourth. Schoenstadt 
4as 17 houses in Chicago. 

Still another circuit has shut one 
of its Chicago houses for the sum- 
mer and has reduced another house 
toat iree-day week. Alliance The- 
atre of Illinois and Indiana closed | 
its southside Roseland theatre for | 
the Summer on Sunday (18), and | 
Will operate its Parkway Fridays, | 











| its 


Metro, 20th-Fox and Warner 
Bros. asked the U. S. Supreme 
Court yesterday (Tues.) for an- 
other crack at the divorcement and 
divestiture provisions of their Gov- 
ernment anti-trust decree. With 
the plea for reargument, the com- 
panies also moved for a stay of the 
divorcement timetable until the 
court rules on a rehearing. If the 
stay is granted, the delay will ex- 
tend well into the fall since the 
court is now in recess. 

Plea to stall divorcement will be 
heard by one member of the high 
court. The Government is already 
preparing to oppose the stay. Ar- 
gument and a decision is likely 
next week. 

The Government, in turn, is 
countering with a request of its 
own. If the court does decide for 
a reargument, the Dept. of Justice 
asks for renewed consideration of 
appeal from the three-year 
lapse permitted the majors on 


| divorcement. 


In the case of Warners, motion 
was filed to protect the company’s 
bargaining power while it waits a 
tax ruling from the U. S. Treasury 
Dept. on a proposed consent decree 
now ready for signature. For the 
other two companies, the plea is a 
forlorn hope that the high court 
will both grant a rehearing and 
then reverse its own position taken 
several weeks ago. Rarely does 
the Supreme Court grant reargu- 
ment motions. 

All three applications were close- 
ly similaz; in the arguments put 
forward for a rehearing. The War- 
ner petition, like the others, de- 
clared: ‘“‘Where a decree such as 


this strikes down a business of | 


(Continued on page 20) 





Universal’s | 


U's | 


INCERTAINTIES 
“WIP FINANCING 


Independent production, which 
has scraped through many a hard 
time in the past 30 years, appears 
to be facing the toughest period in 
its history. Prospects are that the 
quantity of indie filming may soon 
| hit an all-time low. 

Uncertainties concerning’ the 
| principal distribution outlets for 
indie product—United Artists and 
| Eagle Lion Classics—have com- 





| pounded the already difficult situa- | 


| tion. Financial sources which had 
heretofore been slow at best in ad- 
‘vancing coin for independent pro- 
duction have now turned off the 
tap completely. 

Banks and second-money inves- 
\the queried by VARIETY during 





the past week, all said they were 
taking a wait-and-see attitude 
pending advance of any further 
money. “How can we lend money 
for pictures to be released a -year 
| from now,” was the universal com- 
| ment, “when we have no idea what 
the status of the distributing com- 
panies will be then?” 

| References are to UA, which has 
| been suffering a weekly operating 
loss and for which there are now 
negotiations for sale of control, and 
| (Continued on page 16) 


US. Looks Askance 
At Soviet Request 
To Gander Yank Pix 


Although still dubious about any 
interest by the Russian 











| 


| Senuine 
| government 
| films for exhibition, American in- 


| dustry answered a Soviet request 


| this week by sending another group | keeping with prexy Ned E. Depi- 
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Spyros Skouras Sees Big-Screen TV 
As Modern Stimulant to Theatre 





Eva Braun Pic to Roll 





Hitler’s paramour, Eva Braun, “The 
| Magic Face” rolls in Vienna when 
| director Irving Reis arrives in the 
|Austrian capital. Megger sailed 
| from New York Friday (16) on the 
| Veendam. 


| Budget on the Mort Briskin-Bob 
Smith production 
$900,000. Briskin is alneady in 


is Maurie M. Suess, who joined 
the venture as associate producer. 


Up to $7,000,000 
Price Seen For 





Efforts of the syndicate headed 
| by Harry Brandt to purchase the 
RKO theatre circuit from Howard 
Hughes may reach the point of con- 
summation next week. Group 
topped by the New York chain 
operator is said to be the leading 
contender—and well may be the 





| the RKO stock. 
| Should the deal be closed within 


would probably 
That would be in 


| actual transfer 
take until fall. 


|of prints to Moscow for screening. | net’s statement in the company’s 


RKO Theatres 


is said to be} 


Vienna making preparations for ac- | 
tual shootimg. Also en route abroad | 





By ABEL GREEN 


Paris, June 20. 
While in the French capital last 


Reportedly based upon the life of | week, Spyros Skouras, president of 


| 20th-Fox, reviewed his enthusiasm 
| for television and the picture the- 
| atre boxoffice. He sees video as 
the big post-1950 hypo to the b.o. 
| “The picture business the past 
| quarter-of-a-century has success- 
fully utilized prologs, bandshows, 
radio names, name bands and big 
name acts from all branches of 
show biz as a stimulant,” says 
Skouras, who now envisions big- 
screen TV as the middle-of-the- 
century hypo. 

“Pictures have always needed 
something to keep ’em coming and 
I see television as the most modern 
stimulant to the theatre. I envi- 
Sion grosses will be bigger than 
ever, but above all, despite the ad- 
dition of television, the motion 
picture will be the prime draw. 
In the depths of depression or the 
heights of prosperity, motion pic- 
tures have always needed some 
kind of boxoffice support. In good 
times, we’ve had name bands and 


‘acts. And in the depression, don’t 


forget we have had banko, bingo, 
automobile giveaways, free dishes, 
banknite and tie like. But through 
it all, in bad times and in good, the 


(Continued on page 16) 





ANGLO DEAL, AD CODE 


only one now—for acquisition of | 


TOP MPAA AGENDA 





in acquiring U. S.| the next week or so, details of the| 


| Discussion of the pending British 
_deal and approval of a change in 
| the industry’s advértising code top 
_the agenda of a meeting of the 
board of directors of the Motion 


|Louis Kanturek, eastern European | annual report this week that it de-| Picture Assn. of America in New 


| America, 
| (Tuesday) with 18 sample pix for 
| the Russe capital. 
Kanturek—plus one by Irving 
| Maas, v.p. and general manager of 
the MPEA—in an effort to fulfill 
the deal made by Motion Picture 
Assn. of America prexy Eric John- 
ston in Moscow in November, 1948. 
Russians at that time agreed to buy 
a block of 20 films at $50,000 each. 

Execs of the Soviet film agency 
have since that time viewed more 
than 50 features in Moscow and 
have had reports on about 150 oth- 
ers by their reps in various world 

(Continued on page 18) 


| 
| 


| possible. 


rep of the Motion Picture Assn. of | sires to hold the circuit until as York today (Wednesday). 
left Prague yesterday | close to the end of the year as 


| Huddle may determine whether 
| Or not the majors accept the pro- 


Total price for the approximate-| posal by the British government 


certain, however, that the sum will 
be in excess of the $6.25 per share 
which was the previous top offer 
to Hughes. Thus the purchase 
price, it is believed, will be some- 
where between $6,500,000 ans 
$7,000,000. Brandt syndicate 
said ready to pay this in cash, al- 


(Continued on page 20) 














Bride’ 2d Pic This Year 
To Go 6 at Music Hall 


“Father of the Bride,” which | 
was set this week to run six weeks | 
at the Music Hall, N. Y., is only | 
the second picture this year to go | 
that long. It could have held fur- | 
ther except that both the theatre 
and Metro were anxious for a! 
change of bill. The distrib wanted | 
to get the film out into theatres | 
in this exchange area while the! 


‘also are suffering and a general 


Cooler weather and _ stronger 
product are boosting business in 
many key cities covered by VARIETY 
this session. Current upbeat ap- 
pears to give weight to contention 
that film theatres are suffering 
from little excepting lack of prod- 
uct plus seasonal conditions. Add- 
ed factor is that most lines of biz 


dip of public’s purchasing power 


National Boxoffice Survey 


Cool Weather Ups Biz; ‘Bride’ Big Champ, ‘Annie’. 
Second; ‘Night,’ ‘Gunfighter’ Next Best 


“Colt .45” (WB), “Comanche 
Territory” (U) and “Eagle and 
Hawk” (Par) are rounding out the 
Big 10 list in that order. Presence 
of “Comanche” in ninth spot, even 
though this Technicolor western 
played most of its dates last month, 
hints its ability to do well against 
all the new westerns now around. 

Long line of other new pix be- 





naturally is cutting into picture 


trade | promise too much. 


“Father of Bride’ (M-G), which | 


sides “Night and City” does not 


“The Torch” (EL) and “Johnny 


Hall was desirous of launching a’ has indicated great strength on One-Eye” (UA), all new, ran into 


new bill with its annual Independ- | 
ence Day stageshow. 


initial playdates, is taking over | 


Fact that! first spot in easy fashion, pushing | of streetcar strike. 


plenty of trouble in L. A. because 
“Good Humor 


Saturdays and Sundays only. This-| “Next Voice You Hear,” next book- | “Anne Get Your Gun” (M-G) back | Man” (Col) does not hint much 


is the 
shuttered in over 10 years. 


| 
Goldwyn Guest Speaker | 
. London, June 20. 
P Samuel Goldwyn was 
Speaker tonight (Tuesday) at a pri-| 





vate session of the British Film| mas-New Year's holidays. It prom- | City” (20th), doing much better not big on N. Y. tee-off. 
Academy also screened | ises to gross $840,000 or better, as| this stanza than on_ first 


Academy, 


first Alliance house to be ing at the Hall, is also a Metro pro-| into second position. 
| fast to terrific-in some nine keys | this round, best being modest. 
while “Annie,” playing in all 11 | 
Broadway first-run  theatres,| cities, currently shapes okay to (Col) is in for a good Chi session. | 
The two Metro | “Cactus Creek” (U), fine in St. 


duction, simplified the switch. 
Despite the general downbeat | 
at 


“Bride” will come close to the} 


did six weeks over the last Christ- | 


“Bride” is 


great or gigantic. 


‘total gross established by “On the pix are grossing better than $534,- | Louis, 
guest} Town,” another M-G film, which | 000 between them. 


Third slot goes to “Night and 


dates. 


_potential based on three playdates 


“Rogues of Sherwood Forest” 


looks mild in_ Boston. 
“Troquois Trail” (UA) is rated okay 
in Seattle. “Bright Leaf” (WB) is 
“Good 
another new- 


|Time Girl” (FC), 


iq, smerican producer’s latest film, | against the $873,500 hit by “Town.” | Fourth place is being captured by | comer, is classed as not so good in 


we of Doom,” after which Gold- 
. nh answered questions concern-| 

& Hollywood film activities. 
a _ inaugurated a new policy | 
ima Academy to invite out-- 
re Ing film people, regardless of 
= ‘onality, to speak. Acad also 
on Goldwyn an honorary life 
d mber, the first American pro- 
ucer to be so kudosed. 





Current Hall picture topped re-| “The Gunfighter” (20th) although Detroit. 


cent “Daughter of Rosie O’Grady” 
in the first four weeks, although 
the latter, a Warner musical, took 
in Easter week and had the annual 
Easter stageshow and pageant as 
an added help. “O'Grady” did 
$573,000 in four weeks of its six- 
week run. “Bride” grossed $578,- 
000 in comparable period. 





a bit uneven this week. 

“Asphalt Jungle” (M-G) is land- 
ing fifth money but also is a bit 
spotty. This is surprising in view 
of virtually rave reviews it has 
been getting in many cities. 
“Caged” (WB) is winding . up 
strong sixth while “Robinson 
Story” (EL) is seventh. 


“The Lawless” (Par), due 
jat N. Y. Astor this week, looms 
sock in Frisco but mild in 


,tles to Town” (U) shapes nice in 


v4 ‘Minneapolis and hefty in Frisco. 


(Complete Boxoffice Reports 
on Pages 11-13) 


“es <= == -” 


| 


is 





| 


“Peggy” (U ), | 


Detroit. 


| “Rocketship X-M” (Lip) is big, 
| both in Denver and Cincy. “Ket- | 


-~- 


This makes the third trip by (jy 1,000,000 shares of theatre com-| for revisions of the $17,000,000 
| pany stock that Hughes holds still| Anglo-U. S. film agreement. 
hinges on figures coming in from Change in the ad code prohibits 


accountants working on the deal. exploitation in publicity and ad- 
Preliminary arithmetic makes it vertising of the misconduct of 
| Stars or other film’ personnel. 
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No Guessing in Mex City’ 


Mexico City, June 20. 4 
There's no guessing about the other fellow’s grosses here. In ¥ 

contrast to most other entertainment centers of the world, where 

estimating the biz racked up by a competitor’s picture is a regu- 

larly-established sport, anyone in Mexico with the price can -have 

today’s first and second-run theatre grosses on his desk tomorrow 

morning. It’s accomplished through the theatre employes’ union, 


VARIETY 
Warner Stock Gift | 








PICTURES 
Washington, June 20. 
Harry M. Warner, prez of War- 


Exhibition for Big Circuits ‘Still Safe’; 
RKO Theatres Off But Profits Healthy s°»\csipseconnor =" 


‘undisclosed beneficiaries. 


| Warner remains the holder of 
254.350 shares of WB common. | 





In the face of declining attend-+ 
ance now carried over into the | 
third vear, the big theatre circuits 


i 




















are proving that exhibition is 2a 
safe bet for profitmaking in the 
industry. The stability of the 
ehains, regardless of the threat of 
television and other factors which 
have driven down theatre patron- 
age, give evidence that there still 
is a wide margin between current 
earnings and the point where only 
red ink is marked up in the ledg- 
ers. 

That fact was demonstrated again 
this week when the annual report 
of RKO for 1949 was issued. While 
a breakdown of theatre earnings 
and attendance showed a steady 
decline in gross revenues, the cir- 
cuit is still good for substantial 

rofits which only a major col- 
apse could threaten. 

Earnings in °49 from the -RKO 
theatres totaled $6,986,385, an im- 
pressive figure even when allow- 
ance is made for a 
alized from capital gains in the 
form of theatre sales. Compared 
to this, the chain netted $6,930,137 
in '48. To complete the picture, 
the circuit grossed $42,145,059 in 
the year just passed against $45.- 
301,845 in °48 and $50,044,113 in 
"47. 

Theatre buoyancy which is rid- 
ing the still-declining attendance 


$1.541,498 re-| 


Maxwell, Hope Team 


Hollywood, June 20.* 
Bob Hope’s femme lead in his 
|next Paramount picture, “The 


| Lemon Drop Kid,” will be Marilyn | 


| Maxwell, who recently toured with 
the comedian on his personal ap- 
pearance tour. 

Picture starts early next month 
with Robert Welch producing and 
Sidney Lanfield directing. 


EL-FC Merger 
To Be Finalized 


| 


‘Tha Few Days 





Final signing of the Eagle Lion- 
Film Classics’ merger is now “a 
matter of days” after two weeks of 
intensive maneuvers in which the 
, question of a successful fusion of 
the two distribs was strictly touch- 
and-go. For a time it appeared as 
though Joseph Bernhard, FC chief, 
would find himself without either a 
merger or an organization as un- 


of the public has also been point- expected difficulties cropped up 
ed up by profit reports of such ween bp Steyn had already dis- 
other big circuits as Loew’s,. -- I a pe aeage > — 
United Paramount and National | u ay Sesston © © princi~ 


Theatres. While Metro’s distrib 
wing lost approximately $1,000,000 
in fiscal 1949, the consolidated 
company came up with a net take 
of $6,744,761 attributable entirely 
to the theatre operations. M-G’s 
profit for the first quarter of fiscal 
1950 amounted to $1,652,649 drawn 
chiefly from the companies the- 
atres. 

UP’s first quarter as an indie cir- 
cuit resulted in a net of $3,193,000. 
This represents a slide of 18% 
from the comparative period of 
1949, a fairly substantial dip but 
far from alarming in its propor- 


tions. Chain’s second quarter is 
holding up well and it is under- 
stood that returns will equal or 


better the figure scored in the first ' 
quarter. As for NT, its profits are 
off somewhat, mainly because of a 
bad slide in business on the 
Coast. Improvement in its returns 


was recently reported by Spyros 
Skouras, 20th-Fex prez. 
Various local sectors of the 


country have been hit sharply by a 
(Continued on page 20) 


Indie Producers, Exhibs 
. Would Benefit from Bill 


To Aid Small Bizman 


Washington, June 20. | 
Independent producers and ex-| 
hibitors who have been having | 
difficulty in obtaining financing for , 
production and expansion are the 
kind of business people who would 
be likely to benefit from the aid-to- 
small-business bill which the Sen-, 
ate Banking and Currency Com-| 
mittee now has under study. A 
similar bill has been introduced in | 
the House, but has not received any | 
consideration. Although the Sen- | 
ate Committee is now beginning to} 
study the proposed legislation, | 
there is very little likelihood Con-_ 
gress will do much about it unless | 
small business strongly urges it. 
Under the bill's first section, the | 
Federal Government would insure, | 
up to 90%, small business loans | 





not exceeding $25,000. The total | 
of such insurance would be 
$750,000,000. Loans would be 


made by local bankers, and thea- 


tre operators, for example, could | 


borrow to improve or expand their 
theatres. Money could also be ob- 
tained, for instance, to install the- 


atre video, a subect of considerable . 


interest to exhibitors. 

Section two would authorize 
private capital to establish national 
investment companies which could 
make larger loans and purchase 
common stock of businesses of a 
moderately speculative nature. 
Such corporations would have bet- 
ter tax terms than the normal in- 
vestment trusts. This could pro- 
vide funds for production and the- 
atre expansion. 

Still another section would per- 
mit some liberalization of the RFC 
loan policies to small business, 
opening that field as a source of, 


money for independent production. | 


pals was held yesterday (Tues.) 
when voluminous papers were ex- 
amined. Lawyers will work on 
the merger until Friday (23) when 


another meeting is scheduled. 
Papers will probably be signed 
then. 


Peculiarly, Eagle Lion Classics, 
the new company, has been operat- 
ing as a de facto unit for the past 
week without legal blessings. Out- 
fit took over FC and EL product 
as Well as the sales staff drawn 
from both companies. 
however, had found himself in con- 
siderable difficulty in meeting pre- 
lim requirements while EL already 
had complied with all the terms of 
the deal. 

Actually, snarl rose from the fact 
that FC owes over $1,000,000 on 10 
pix on which the Chemical Bank & 
Trust Co. had made advances. The 
bank has been willing to go along 
with the merger since it believes 
its investment is improved by the 
new setup. FC’s hands have been 
tied by clauses in its production | 
deals which make it mandatory 
that the individual producers con- 
sent to the transfer of the pix to, 
any new distrib. Among these films 
are “St. Benny, the Dip,” “Guilty | 
Bystander,” “The Wind Is My} 
Lover,” “Pirates of Capri” and) 
“Four Days Leave.” 

Both distribs had asked Chemi- | 
cal to obtain the necessary okays | 
from producers but the bank felt 
that it was incumbent on the new 
distrib or FC to take that action. | 
Consequently, last two weeks have | 
been spent in a drive to get pro-| 
ducer approval. Meanwhile, the 
merger was suspended. 

Technically speaking, EL had the 

(Continued on page 54) 





U.S. Customs Nixes | 
Entry of Danish Sex Pic. 


U. S. Customs has refused to 
permit the importation of a Danish | 
sex pic despite repeated efforts by | 
the Danish ambassador in Wash- |! 
ington and by Walter Gould, the | 
producer's U. S. rep. Film is “Vi 
Vil Ha et Barn” (“We Want a 
Child”), made by ASA Film} 
Studios, Copenhagen, and directed 
by Alice O’Fredericks and Lau 
| Lauritzen, 
| Film is claimed by Gould (for- 
mer United Artists foreign chief) 
not to differ materially from the | 
numerous social hygiene pictures | 
that have played extensively and | 


with considerable commercial suc- | 


cess inthe U.S. Difference is that | 
they didn’t have to cross a border | 
before they were shown, according | 
to Gould and the Danish ambas- | 
sador, Henrik Kauffmann, in repre- | 
sentations to the State and Treas- 
ury departments. 
Customs has been adamant, how- | 
ever, ruling that the picture “does 
not make sufficient educational or 
scientific contribution” to merit | 
entry contrary to standing rules. | 
Pic has been playing with oe 3 

| 


success in Europe, and Gould is 
currently negotiating deals for its | 
distribution in L.tin America, i 


Bernhard, | 


| 


U, Colin Sock 
1950 Advances 


Film industry was handed a 
shot-in-the-arm during the past 
week when two big purely dis- 
tribution outfits demonstrated that 
the sale of pix can still pay off. 
| The one-two shot was administered 
| by Universal and Columbia, both 
| companies coming up with big ad- 
vances in earnings for fiscal 1950. 
U and Col’s performances are ali 
| the more significant because the 
divorcement axe is now a foregone 
conclusion in view of the U. S. 
Supreme Court’s recent decision. 

What particularly caught the in- 
dustry’s attention was the fact that 
the gain in each instance was not 
piddling. U transmuted a loss of 
$465,242 for the first half-year of 
1949 into a net profit of $272,270 
for the same stretch in ’50. Col 
came up with a handsome net of 
$1,455,000 for the nine-month 
period against $452,000 in black 
ink for the corresponding stretch 
in ‘49. 

Col’s period ended April 1. Its 
operating profit before taxes 
soared to $2,551,000 against only 
$618,000 for fiscal ’°49. Common 
stock earnings came to $1.89 per 
share on 654,311 shares outstand- 


ing. U’s half-year period ended 
April 29. 
Reports of both distribs again 


pointed up the growing chance that 


ithe industry will improve its net | 


earnings total for 1950 as against | 
that of both '48 and ’49. If so, it 
will be the turning of the past two- 
year plateau which, in turn, fol- 
(Continued on page 54) 


WILL BE OUT JULY 15 
JOE SCHENCK STATES 


Hollywood, June 20. 

With no word forthcoming from 
the Dept. of Justice on his request 
for an extension of his deadline for | 
leaving 20th-Fox, Joseph M., | 
Schenck last week stated he'd he, 
pulling out July 15. Apparently | 
studio is still hopeful of favorable | 
action by the D. of J., however, | 
since a spokesman added that the) 
July 15 departure is Schenck’s | 
“present plan and may be subject 
to change.” 

2Cth exee reportedly sought the 
extension last week in keeping, 
with delay the company itself re- | 
cently won for divorcement of its. 
theatres. Schenck is planning to 
devote himself to his exhibition 
interests, which include the United | 
Artists Theatre Circuit, of which 
he’s prez, and Golden State chain. 


Ill. Allied Petitions Chi 


Mayor for Tax Cut 

Chicago, June 20. 
Allied Theatres of Illinois is pe- 
titioning Mayor Martin Kenelly of. 
Chicago to remove the 3° city | 
amusement tax on theatre admis- | 
sions. A petition signed by all Al- 








of the present business slump and 
points out that if any business | 
needs relief today it’s the theatre 
business. 


ent conditions. The tax is charac- 
terized as a public burden. 

Any action must come from the, 
City Council, but Allied is work- | 
ing on Mayor Kenelly because of 


only relief for theatres. 





Robert Alda 
Alex J. Cohen 
Faith Domergue 
Nina Foch 
Arlene Francis 
Radie Harris | 
Fred Hearn 
Irving L. Jacobs 
Dave Kapp 
Perry Lieber 
Charlie Morrison 
George Murphy 
Alfred Palca 
Don Sharpe 


| tified in their squawks about the 


lied members reminds the mayor (jac¢ 


It lists the number of | ¢jminal.” 
| theatres closed in Chicago by pres- Monogram’s British 


igestive sequences.” Paramount's 
“September Affair” reflects the 
|“acceptab:lity of divorce.” Par’s 


his inf oe use of “My Friend Irma Goes West” has 
is influence over the council. Tax! suggestive costuming, 


_also applies to sporting events and | situations” while 
bowling alleys, but petition asks | ger” 


' tone.” 


N. Y. to L. A. | 





Lew Wasserman 


which nets a nice little dividepd on the service. 

Each evening when the hotise cashier or manager winds up, he 
or she is required by the union to phone in the day’s gross. Union 
mimeographs the results and early next ayem has them on the desk 
of anyone who wants to subscribe to the service at 125 pesos 
(about $14) per month. Virtually all theatre and distribution 
execs buy the info, which includes a weekly and monthly tally 
showing earnings to date and daily average for each pic. 








Exhib Defendants Can't Use Decree 
As Wedge Vs. Distribs’ %-Chisel Suits 


Minneapolis, June 20. 
Hopes of exhibs that the anti- 
trust decree, just finalized by the 
S. Supreme Court decision, 
would act as a blocker to per- 
centage -chiselling actions were 
blasted here this week when Fed- 
eral Judge Gunnar Nordbye laid 
down a _ precedent-setting ukase 
barring the use of the anti-trust 
decree in these suits. The ruling, 
first to hit the lawbooks since the 
Government decree became the un- 
challenged regulation on film sell- 
ing, has broad significance in the 
dozens of percentage fraud suits 
now pending against exhibs. 
Judge Nordbye’s decision went 
against William and Sidney Volk. 
Two exhibs had brought action 
against the eight majors asking the 
court to restrain them from suing 
on percentage rentals because the 
licensing contracts were alleged! 
illegal as in violation of anti-trus: 
laws. Majors had counterclaimed 
° for damages on allegedly underre- 
Import icenses ported grosses. 
Volks, then applied -to the court 
to amend their complaint so as to 
_ Spanish government reportedly plead the final decree handed 
is offering a sympathetic ear to) down by the Supreme Court. It 
squawks of American distribs that} was this application which Judge 
the issuance of import licenses in | Nordbye tossed out on the broad 
Madrid has become “a legalized; grounds that the anti-trust de- 
racket,” Motion preety gen cision cannot be raised in a per- 
America execs are slated to hu C\ an : ; ; I 
ia Wahiatian this week with contage-chiselling suit. Number 
Spanish government rep in an ef- (‘Continued on page 16) 
fort to revise the system. } 
Both the MPAA toppers and |} 
Spanish officials privately agree | 
that changing the setup is a formid- 
able—and perhaps an impossible— | 
chore. There are too many people | 
with a vested interest in the pres- | 
ent system to offer much hope of | 





Turner Registers Titles 


Terry Turner, exploitation head 
of RKO, has registered “Thou | 
Shalt Not Kill” and “Angel of 
Sing Sing” with the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America’s Title Registra- 
tion Bureau. 

Both yarns were written’ by 
Emile Gauvreau, former editor of 
the N. Y. Mirror and the old-N. Y. 
Graphic. Stories have a prison 
background. Turner declined to 
comment on how he was linked to 
the films’ production plans, 


Spain Rep to Hear 
Racket Beefs On 








L. A. to N. Y. 


Lola Albright 
Eve Arden 
Edward Arnold 
Barney Balaban 
Lex Barker 


' 


an improvement, it is said. 
Nevertheless, John G. McCarthy, 
director of the international di- 
vision of the MPAA, is scheduled | 
to meet this week with Dr. Tomas | 
Suner, of the Spanish economic | 
ministry, who has been in Wash- | 
ington for the past several we 


negotiating an air agreement. De- 
lay in completing that has pushed | 
off the film talks that McCarthy | 
started when he was in Madrid a/' 
couple anonths ago. 

Suner is understood to feel that 
the American distribs are fully jus- | 


import license setup. He is desir- 
(Continued on page 16) 


5 H’wood, 1 British 
Pix Get Legion ‘B’ 


Some five Hollywood films and a 
lone British import ali drew a 
“B” label from the National 





| 
|Legion of Decency this week. | 


Warners’ “Great Jewel Robber” | 
was said to “tend to glorify a 
Both “Bond Street,” 
import, and 
“Congolaise” (ELC) contain “sug- 





} 


“Destination Mur- | 


(RKO) has a “low moral | 





N. Y. to Europe 
Bud Abbott 
Jacques Chabrier 
Lou Costello 
Ania Dorfman 
Abe Feder 
Clifford C. Fischer 
Sir Ernest Fiske 
Hayes Goetz 
Sol Hurok 
Edward Johnson 
Frederick Lonsdale 
Christopher Lynch 
Henry Morgan 
Irving Reis 


dialog and | - 





Victor Saville 


Barbara Bel Geddes 
Alvah Bessie 
Herbert Biberman 
Sid Blumenstock i 
Jose Cabot 

Louis Calhern 
Lester Cole 

Edward Dmytryk 
Jim Donohue 

Evelyn Dresden 
Marty Friedman 
Clark Gable 

George Glass 
Monroe Goodman 
Dick Haymes 
Russell Holman 
Ring Lardner, Jr. 
Jesse Lasky 

Leonard L. Levinson 
Gordon Lightstone 
Albert Maltz 
Lauritz Melchior 
Sid Mesibov 

Harold Mirisch 

Sam Moore 

Oscar Morgan 

Ted O’Shea 

Hugh Owen 

Louis Phillips 
Micheline Prelle 
Paul A. Raibourn 
Harry Ruby 

Joseph Ruttenberg 
Alfred W. Schwalberg 
Adrian Scott 
Milburn Stone 

John Sturges 
Maurie M. Suess ‘ 
Dwight Taylor . 
George Weltner 
Chili Williams 

Max E. Youngstein 
Adolph Zukor 


Europe to N. Y. 
Chester Conn 
Mrs. Clark Gable 
Philip Gelb 
Oscar Hammerstein, II 
Keith Herrington * 
Bill Johnson 
Lawrence Langner 
Jock Lawrence 
Claire Leonard 
Armina Marshall 
Richard Rodgers 
Roland Wagtar 
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NJ. Allied’s Annual Convention Split Pa ppe rrr pe 
On Key Causes of Nation's B.0. Slump 





By IRA WIT a 


Atlantic City, June 20. 

There were aS many reasons at- 
tributed to the current boxoffice 
slump as there were exhibs at the 
New Jersey Allied convention that 
ended here over the weekend. The 
Allied toppers were full of fight to 
battle the doldrums in revenues 
but a good number of the rank- 
and-file were in the grip of a 
“what’s-the-use” attitude. It needs 
a pretty startling change in affairs 
to explode them out of their 


, closer 





Acad More Choosey 


Hollywood, June 20. 

Candidates for membership in 
the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences will undergo 
scrutiny from now on. 
Charles Brackett, prexy, has- ap- 
pointed an eligibility committee 
consisting of Joseph Mankiewicz, 
Johnny Green, George Seaton and 
G. Carleton Hunt to report on the 





TMVESTMENT TOE 


London, June 20. 

British film industry, which has 
long been crying for relief from 
the heavy admission tax, was of- 
fered that possibility yesterday 
(Monday) if it agreed to a pro- 
posal to plough part of the pro- 
ceeds back into production. Sir 
Stafford Cripps, Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, proffered the change. 

Cripps proposal involves read- 
justment of admission prices, with 





‘reduction in cost of cheaper seats | 








Most MPAA Members Favor Plan 
Of British While SIMPP Solidly Vs. It 


+ Indications were clear this week 
|that a majority of the 10 member 
|companies of the Motion Picture 


« o ¢ 
3 Steps in Italy Start 'Assn. of America favor the pend- 


Producer W. Lee Wilder rolled ing British proposals for a new 
his “Three Steps North’ in jtaly Anglo-U. S. films agreement, while 
last week. Slated for United Art- the membership of the Society of 
ists release, the film stars Lloyd Independent Motion Picture Pro- 
Bridges, Aldo Fabrizi and Lea Pa- qucers is lined up almost solidly 
dovania. In a 40-day shooting against the deal. 
schedule, the pitture will utilize | . 
| alee ‘ That leaves the question of ac- 
ye — slate demmaecn _ceptance ur rejection of the British 
: a : _| offer pretty much up to Hollywood 
Based upon an original by Rob- jahor. If the screams of the guilds 

















% onethe | See "7 all applicants. =| and an increase in others. The & ee ee —_ M3 oe and craft unions are loud and 
“ It was the old story of whether ightening of the rules, Brackett industry was asked to reply by POStwar adventures of an ex-G" Who hearty, the majors may find it ad- 
~_ ’ ‘ lr explained, is the result of the gen- | : ; returns to Rome following his , : eee ® 
‘e or not television was doing it.! oral feeli thet Asad |Thursday (22). If favorable, the Army discharge. Dialog is entirely vantageous to join the indies in 
1- Abram F. Myers, Allied board proshig’ chould’ “reflect the tay | Chancellor said he would intro- iE? cis der ig currently ip, |resecting the pact. 
| AD } ’ . ership should “reflect the top Pe: . » in English. Wilder is currently in : 
id chairman, can’t see video as the le of the industry.” duce the scheme in the House of joj Sy ervising production Contrary to expectations based 
e heavy. To his mind, the real rea- oe ee ee Commons the same day. . » : |on previous labor reaction, indus- 
st son is in that strange inertia of the | " seaah Wickinitces’ hecdtianaieae ane be in contact with Coast labor 
g. »ublic towards films and the belief S ASSN. S€S » ar eaders said that there was a de- 
1e that “films aren’t as good as they Govt De nd arranging an emergency meeting. Korda Deal Would | cided lack of heat in their attitude 
“wd used to be.” e It is expected that they'll accept | on the agreement. It was antici- 
l- But Wilbur Snaper, re-elected ai the offer. | ——, gy Bang be ieny 
ie head of the Jersey wing, who} : riled in light o e threat to Hol- 
is comes from an area saturated with | On Exhibitors To ¥ Yank Reaction | Make Col Top US. lywood workers posed by the Brit- 
TV, is sold on the terrific impact | American industry leaders, | ish incentive plan for picture-mak- 
nt of video on flickeries in ‘his hard- A — gg sheen ry a | » " a - ing overseas. 
k. pressed area. Snaper told the ee oS eee oe ee ee Crystallization of labor’s attitude 
a press that only two areas in the Police Decrees incentive plan for British produc- | IS il 1] rit. 1X awaits the return from overseas of 
1e country are holding up gross-wise, Eck Gay’ tole Wien, ; Richer’. 3 Walsh, president of the 
~ = = these two sectors are with Atlantic City, June 20. during the recent negotiations on After a months-long hiatus dur- tage Muapteseek ine deer te ale 
“ Added to the confusion was an|., 12¢ Government's attitude on/|the Anglo-U. S. films agreement, ing which no new U. S. distribu- | yo); tomorrow (Thursday) and 
off address by Trueman T. Rembusch, |the all-important decrees which /had specifically promised that any tion deals for British product were | ay take off for the Coast next 
“ Allied prexy, who flatly laid a good | Will rule the film roost,in the fu-|such scheme would also apply to. made, Sir Alexander Korda last |week to consult with studio labor 
: : ture became apparent here in the|U. S. production in England. The | week inked a pact for release by | ohies . 
e- part of the blame for lax grosses | i : | Columbia of ¢ his Londen flim |° = Roy M. Brewer and other 
to Hollywood. Rembusch blasted | COUrse of a talk by Harold Lasser,| point is a vital one, since the | olumpbla Of one Of his London fim | craft and guild leaders. He is com- 
ae both the production center and the | Dept. of Justice attorney in charge | British under the new agreement | productions. Deal for release by|ing from England, where he has 
oa distethe in & talk that mamed names | of film litigation in ‘the New York |'with the U. S. industry are also | Col of a flock of additional Korda | been in huddles with Tom O'Brien, 
pe and instances. Rembusch thinks | "ce. While speaking as an indi-|trying to push it into increased | pix is understood to be cooking. head of the National’ Assn. of The- 
It that Hollywood is Academy Award | Vidual, Lasser let it be known that filmmaking in England. If the new contract is consum-|atrical & Kine Employees, and 
ge ga-ga, so much so that the film- | the Government is depending in a Some trade observers were fear- mated, Col would move up and jother labor execs. O’Brien was 
a4 makers are shooting for critic and large degree on exhibs throughout | ful of the effect of the never-give- | possibly surpass Universal and | largely responsible for’ urging the 
wa academy kudoes and forgetting the the country to police the decrees. | up attitude of the British on build-| Eagle Lion Classics as leading dis- | incentive plan on Harold Wilson, 
se bo. needs. The doors. of the D of J are wide | ing up their own production which | trib in U. S. of British product.| prez of the Board of Trade, who 
i Then there is the wing that is |°P€" for complaints by exhibs, Las-|is evident in the plan. They | Korda ‘is expected to outstrip con- | (Continued on page 18) 
convinced that economic conditions |S" 54/4 at the New Jersey Allied (Continued on page 18) siderably J. Arthur Rank this year | 
are bad regardless of glowing re- convention held here last week. in the quantity of films he turns 





(Continued on page 20) 


6-Month Group Sale, At 
Flat, to Small Exhibs 
Gets Paramount OK 


Paramount’s Coast convention, 
which ended late last.week, ruled 
in favor of continuing the com- 
pany’s policy of selling six-month 
groups of pix to small exhibs on a 
flat rental. Decision was made 
after a one-year test of the “secur- 
ity product plan” which the sales 
toppers found successful. Group 
of pix are being sold to over 3,000 
indie exhibs with a 20% cancella- 
tion privilege included. 

Convention also confirmed a Par 
policy on drive-in customers follow- 
ing a complete survey of the field 
which the company pushed through 








in the past couple of months. Un- 
der the plan new operative for an- | 
other year, Par will only open ac- | 
counts with ozoners on condition | 
the first few pix are bought on per- | 
centage. 

While the practice has raised 
Scattered complaints, Par feels it | 
must know the amount of business | 
that a new drive-in account does be- | 
fore swinging into flat rentals. Only | 
sound method of determining that 
fact is to kick off with several per: | 


(Continued on page 18) 


GOLDENSON STARTS 
SHOWMANSHIP MEETS 








“The only way these decrees can 
be enforced,” Lasser said, “is if you 
exhibitors tell us how they are be- 
ing violated.” The Government has 
no intention “of frittering away 
the gains made in the past few 
years. We are going to get a bona 
fide divorcement, and by that we 
mean a real separation of theatres 
from distribution.” 

Lasser cleared up a number of 
questions which have been puzzling 
the industry. On price-fixing, he 
declared that if five or 10 exhibs 
have the same experience, the need 
to boost scales because of -distrib 
terms, that fact could be construed 
as a violation of the decrees and 
“we could and would do something 
about it.”” He stressed that it is 

(Continued on page 20) 





Rep Seeks AFM Release 


For Pix Video Distrib 


Hollywood, June 20. 

Republic is dickering with James 
C. Petrillo for release from _ its 
musicians contract, inked in 1946, 
in order to release for video a 
group of old Gene Autry oaters. 
Pact stipulates that no musical 
soundtrack made for motion pic- 
tures can be used for television, 
clause affecting pix made since 
1946 and all films in studio vaults 
at the time of inking. 

Pix now on video are those sold 
by majors or indies prior to AFM 
contract. Distribs handling these 
films never signed a Petrillo con- 
tract and do not produce films 
themselves, therefore are _ not 
bound to the musicians union in 





Bond Reported 
Exiting Warners 


Clayton E. Bond, chief film buy- 


the past 19 years, is reported set 
to resign within the next month. 
Bond denied the report when 
queried Monday (19), although it 
has been heard repeatedly in we}!- 
informed trade circles during the 
past few weeks. 

Harry Kalmine, WB circuit chief- 
tain, was not available for com- 
ment this week. It could not be 
learned what the new setup will 
be if Bond does leave, but it is 
understood the change would entail 
a promotion from the ranks at a 





considerably lower weekly pay tab. 


‘than the $1,500 Bond is reported 
getting. 

Exec has been active in the in- 
dustry for almost 40 years, starting 
as a booker for the Majestic Film 
Co., Chicago; in 1912. He later 
was Chi salesmanager for Par- 
amount, branch manager for First 
National in Chi, buyer for Balaban 
& Katz and division manager 
for WB. 

Reports have it that Bond has 


er for the Warner Bros. circuit for | 














out. U and ELC split distribution | Rank in Indie Deal 
Pic on which agreement was | 
reached last week is “State Secret,” | 
Sidney Gilliat and Frank Launder. | 271-Pix US.. Release 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., stars inthe! In his drive for upped dollar 
and Italy. 'thur Rank, British producer, 
Col’s deal gives it distribution moved this week to get another 27: 
hemisphere on a_ profit-sharing | Rank closed a deal with Pentagon 
basis with Korda. However, it has | Pictures, indie releasing outfit, 
income shall go to Fairbanks. That have distribution rights to the 
represents the dollar commitment | films in the American market. All 
‘ices. Fairbanks had agreed to de-| been shown in U. S. theatres. 
| fer this. \ Making of the deal will in no 
London Friday (16) and went to with Universal and Eagle Lion. In 
the Coast for confabs with Col | all instances, both companies, 
ish pix, were given the oppor- 
(Continued on page 16) | tunity of releasing them but passed 
| soe RR: | Hence, Rank was free to seek other 
ILGWU Pic S Biz Key | outlets for the pix. 
General release will be sought | and Bert Goldberg, runs for seven 
'by the International Ladies Gar-| years. Rank gets a flat sum in dol- 
These Hands,” the 47-minute film | disclosed percentage of the profits. 
which it sponsored. Pic is now! (Continued on page 20) 


of Rank product. 
With Pentagon For 

produced for London Films by | 
film, which was shot in England revenues from the U. S., J. Ar- 
rights throughout the western) of his pix into American theatres. 
agreed that the first $150,000 of whereby the Yank company will 
to the star by Korda for his serv-| but four of the films have never 
Gilliat arrived in New York from | Way affect Rank’s customary tieup 
| prexy Harry Cohn on cutting the Which usually channel Rank’s Brit- 
| it up for one reason or another. 
To Release Dickering ,.2ic' so'by H"tised Frackenan 
ment Workers’ Union for “With lars as initial payment plus an un- 

|playing at Brandt’s Gotham on) 





no plans set following his depar- being awaited before negotiations UA NABS MORE RANK 


ture from the Warner circuit. 


Salt Lake Theatre Op 
Tags Eight Majors With 





get under way for national dis- 
tribution “| BOOKINGS; SETS 2 PIX 

There’s a possibility that Dis- | Hat : - ‘ 
tinguished Films, the indie distrib| Pointing up an increase in play- 
| outfit in which the Brandts have ing time United Artists is obtain- 
| an interest, will handle the pic, un-| ing for new product on the Odeon 
less it does exceptional biz. In the | 2nd Gaumont British circuits, exec- 


. Series of informal luncheon any way. r 5 sc imi te | $1,177,875 Trust Suit latter case, effort will be made 0 | ew New iggy 
leets ow y day Autry a total o at Re- | j se. p s : at 
ere started yesterday utry made Sait Lake City, Jane 20. | 9*t,* Malor telonts 'Popkin’s “Elien” “aiid I. G. Gold- 


‘Tues.) by Leonard H. Goldenson 
‘in which the United Paramount 
Theatres chief intends to sound out | 
various branches of the industry | 
On problems of showmanship. Yes- | 
terday’s conclave was staged with | 
the trade press. Goldenson is pri- | 
marily concerned with the need at 
this time of developing new talent 
and new screen personalities. 

Role that the trade press can 
Play in any industry-wide drive for 
new faces was discussed. Golden- 


Son and UPT execs. Robert M. Weit-| N. Y. and Chicago, is currently in| Universal Film Exchanges, United from 20th May 6. 
yan, Robert H. O’Brien, Edward L. | the east. 


yman and Jack McInerney ex- 
Changed views with the press. 


public between 1937-42 and ei Sales A Coenen tek the 
a a 


47. 


J. B. Klein’s Col Post 
Hollywood, June 20. 
Julius B. Klein announced, to 
the complete surprise of the stu- 





lumbia on a “policy basis.” 
Klein, who has offices here, in 


He was onetime Under- 
Secretary of State. 


clients are in private industry. 


Arcade theatre filed a $1,177,875 
| anti-trust suit here in U. S. district 
| court against eight major distribu- 


‘tors and Intermountain Theatres, | 
Inc., United Paramount subsidiary. | 
Defendants are accused of setting | 
dio’s publicity department, that, up a monopoly on first, second and 
|Nate Spingold had appointed him | preferred run exhibition and hold- eastern division manager for 20th-| between UA and the Rank circuits. 
public relations consultant for Co- | ing the Areade back to last run. 

| Named in the action are Para- 


mount, RKO, Columbia, Loew’s, 


Artists, Intermountain Theatres, 


Pic (reviewed in this issue of oe x * - 
VarIETY) got mixed criticism that S™ith’s “Three Husbands” will 
open on the entire Odeon chain 


veered to the favorable side. it. ae 
was produced for the union by a gg be line — ee ge 
| Britis ooking policy, pix 
Jack Arnold and Lee Goodman. | celal the Get. chenern- 0h the fais Gel 
lery theatre, London, July 6. 
Deal is the latest in a series of 
former mid- booking arrangements worked out 





Minsky to Par 
Howard Minsky, 


| Fox, is moving into Paramount as Currently playing Gaumont houses 
a h.o. sales exec. Minsky takes | following a run at the London Pa- 
over immediately. He resigned, vilion is Popkin’s “Champagne for 
Caesar” and “D.O.A.”. Two other 
| Sales exec was a film buyer for|' UA pix copping playing time on 


Most of his 20th-Fox and Warner Bros. Picture the Skouras chain before going|the Rank loops are “Mrs. Mike” 
| Distributing Corp. 


| with 20th, \ arid “Johnny Holiday.” 
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THE BIGGEST BOXOFFICE 
GATES OF 1950 


—and far beyond, are coming in 
Your Golden Future From ; 














The entire industry is 
exhilarated by the news 
from our greatest 
Convention! All this 
product, completed or 
now shooting, means 
months and months 
of sound merchandise 
produced specifically to 
bring a sharp upturn in 
present attendance fig- 
ures. Your Paramount 
salesman will be in 
soon to tell you more! 
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You Can Play 
All These Important Attractions 
Before The End Of 1950 





Cecil B. DeMille’s © Masterpiece 


SAMSON AND DELILAH 


Color by Technicolor. Staring Hedy Lamarr, 
Victor Mature, George Sandor Angela 
Lansbury, Henry Wilcoxon 


MY FRIEND IRMA GOES WEST 


A Hal Wallis Production. Starring John land. 
Corinne Calvet, Diana Lynn, Dean Martin 
and Jerry L oe with Marie Wilson: as lrma 


THE LAWLESS. 4 


starring Macdonald C grey. Gail Rassell S 


SUNSET BOULEVARD 








From Brackett and Wilder. Starring W ikaan 
Holden, Gloria Swanson, Erich von. Stroheim, 
Nancy Olson - es 


THE FURIES - 


A Hal Wallis Producton | Starring Barbara 
Stanwyck, Wendell Corey, Walter Huston— 
_ Judith Anderson, Gilbert Roland 


z 
Se 
s 


And They'll Be Followed 
By These — Plus Plenty More 
Just As ee 





SEPTEMBER AFFAIR 


A Hal Wallis Production. Starring Joan 
Fo | “oti rancoise Rosay— 


Arthur 








RA REOT SOOT 


A PLACE IN THE SUN 


A George Stevens Prodtction. Starring 
2 Vettheras) Clift, Elizabeth Taylor, Shelley 
- Winters - : | 


oe 


- “ Hal Wallis. Production. Starring Lizabeth 
Scott, Wendell Corey, Viveca Lindfors, Dean 
.  ateets. an Dek ore, » 6 =e ton Heston 















nO SS SS NT ES eT pieces eit Merete | 






Peclnicclor Soiane Bob Hope, 


Lucille Ball with Bruce Cabor, Jack Kirkwood 


UNION STATION 


Starring Wilham Holden, Nancy. Olson, Barry 


Colo: bye 








Fitzgerald with Lyle Bettger, Jan Sterling 
COPPER CANYON : 
Color by Technicolor. $ Starring Rav. Milland, ( 
Hedy Lamarr, Macdonald Carey, Mona | 
_) Freeman, Harry Carey, Jr. 

3 : 

LET'S DANCE 
Color by Technicolor. Starring Betty Hutton, 
Fred Astaire;— with Roland Young, Rath 
Warrick, Lucile Watson, Gregory Moffett 
MR. MUSIC : 
Starring Bing Crosby, Nancy Olson, Charles 
Coburn, Ruth Hussey—with Robert Stack, | | 
Marge and Gower Champion — and guest : 
stars, Groucho Marx, Dorgthy Kirsten, : 
Peggy Lee and The Merry Macy” : 
TRIPOLI a 
Color by Technicolor. Starring Maureen : 
O’Hara, John Payne, Howard Dasilva~ with i 
Philip Reed, Grant Withers a : 





BEYOND THE SUNSET 


Starring Glenn Ford, Edmund O'Brien, 
Rhonda Fleming ee 


MR. AND MISS ANONYMOUS = 
(tentative title) Oe 


A George Stevens Production. Starring joan 
Fontaine, Ray Milland, Teresa Wright — 3 


A RELATIVE STRANGER 


(tentative title) 


Produced by Charles Brackett. Starring re 
Tierney, John Lund 


THE GREAT MISSOURI RAID 


Color by Technicolor. Starring Wendell Core Te 
Macdonald Carey, Ellen Drew oe 


Be And To Be Filmed Early In 1951 ole 


Cecil B. DeMille’s 


THE GREATEST SHOW ON EART 2 


Color by Technicolor. The story of Ringhi 
Brothers, Barnum and Bailey Circus 























Support The Independence Savings Bond Drive 
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| introduction despite the confused, 
uneven script and direction. 

| Story is a _ highly contrived, 
‘never credible chase melodrama 
that puts the principals in seem- 
ingly impossible situations. Mitch- 


The Flame and the 


Arrow 


(COLOR) 
Hollywood, June 17. 
Warners release of Harold Hecht-Frank 
Ross production. Stars Burt “Lancaster, 
Virginia Mayo; features Robert Douglas, \ 
Aiine MacMahon, Frank Allenby. Direct- | saves Miss Domergue from a sui- 


ed by Jacques Tourneur. Written by §~. * P 2 
Waldo Salt; camera (Technicolor), Ernest | Cide try. She becomes interested 





Haller; music, Max Steiner; editor, Alan | in him and he, despite his medical 
Sresiand. Jr. Seesemsown June 15. 7S: training, falls te recognize her 
apt cea aaes *..Burt Tancaster| Mental instability. When he goes 
Anne... ......45. = Ty Bs _to Claude Rains to ask for the girl 
nag HTS *** Aline MacMahon | in marriage, he finds Rains is the 
SOEs 8 55 osv.5 ah bek0s on bs Frank Allenby husband, not father as Miss Do- 
PIOCONO.. 0. .ccccvesseveess Nick (Cravat | mergue had said. 
Francesca ....++++++-+++++ EROS HGepert| Ina fight that follows, Mitchum 
TROURSQOUPE .6.6icesescess Norman Lloyd! receives a brain concussion and 
Se ee > SPREE EEC CCET ST , Victor Re Rains is killed. Footage then be- 
a lee Biase eee Boy Hughes comes a long chase as the lovers 
: try to make the Mexican border 
$ ‘ 2 a y “ > 
“The Flame and the Arrow” is a and safety. During most of the 


. flight. Miss Domergue successfully 
romantic costume drama geared to B 
ai “Ap aretinr « ie eS S as od " ‘ 
attract action audiences. plashe death was not accidental, but that 


vith a fi loa f color, plenty ut Bae 
pat gr on P mag tly ond I acro she smothered him while Mitch- 
iF rr - a é é - nega” a 
as owever, as they 
batics, it should have no trouble|U™ was out. H eh Pigg Pig 
: ye near the border, the truth is dis- 


getting a substantial boxoffice 


p! y in the summer market closed and Miss Domergue a 
ta! ,% 4 « ° 


down by guards as she tries to kill 


Setting for the bow-and-arrow | yitchum in a maniacal rage. She 
play is| medieval Italy with a| qoes clear him of Rains’ death, 
Robin Hood plot of how injustice paving the way for him to take up 
is put down under the daring | again with Maureen O’Sullivan, 
leadership of a heroic moun- jhe Julie of the old title. 
taineer. Burt Lancaster does the Other than Mitchum and Miss 
latter, portraying the Arrow of the Domergue, footage gives little 
title with just the right amount) jength to the supporting players 
of dash. It’s a role right up his | and Rains has enly one sequence 
alley, permitting a display of acro- | st the start of the action. Miss 
batic tumbling skill and plenty of Q©Syjlivan’s role is colorless and 
muscle-flexing. short. The late Charles Kemper, 


The Waldo Salt script injects, Billy House and Philip Van Zandt 
romantic complications for the! are among the others’ spotted 
adults while insuring a full load briefly. 
of action for the younger audience. John Farrow’s direction fails to 
Feats of bew-and-arrow skill, used hold the footage together. He does, 
to make a number of story points however, punch some suspense into 
and to wrap up the successful plot,|; several of the scenes. Charles 
outdo William Tell and his broad | Bennett’s script, based on a story | 
bow. A lot of chases and mass | by Leo Rosten, is hard to believe 
clashes, skirmishes over rooftops! or follow. On the technical side, 








and in the mountains are run off | the Irving Cummings, Jr.-Irwin. Al- 
against a backdrop of large-scale | len production gets several first- 
settings that reflect a _ sizeable) rate assists. These include Nicho- 
budget, expertly spent by Harold! las Musuraca’s lensing and the 
Hecht and Frank Ross, partnered | Roy Webb score. Brog. 
with Laneaster on the production, | —_ 
Plot abounds with thriller tricks | q isis 

that will delight the chimerically- | Settcmeet Suny 22 
minded. One of these is Lan Seite tehtaen af Ate Sound oven 
caster’s public hanging by tyrant | ,,..° ‘Ghases Cary Grant, Jose Ferrer; fea- 
Frank Allenby, but a special har-| tures Paula Raymond, Signe Hasso. Ra- 


mon Novarro,. Gilbert Roland, Leon Ames. 
Sereenplay, 
Tabori; 


ness foils the villain and permits 
Lancaster and his mute sidekick, 
Nick Cravat, to enter the castle 
as acrobats and spark the revolu- 
tion that frees the Lombardy dis- 
trict of misrule. 

Virginia Mayo graces the Tech- 


Directed by Richard Brooks 
Brooks; based on story by George 
camera, Ray June; music, Miklos Rozsa, 
played by Vicente Gomez, guitar soloist; 
editor, Robert J. Kern. Tradeshown June 
14, °50. Running time, 95 MINS. 

Dr. Eugene Norland Ferguson Cary Grant 
Raoul Farrago Jose Ferrer 


Helen Ferguson .. Paula Raymond 


nicolor lensing as the heroine. | Senora Iscbel Farrago... Signe Hasso 

Niece of the hated ruler, she fig- Colonel Adragon........ Reman, Moverrs 
s : P sactar | Gonzales or Ps ..Gilber o 

ures romantically with Lancaster) (OS) S ctor peeemeres Leon Ames 

in the byplay and also gives an) pr. Emilio Nierra....... Antonio Moreno 

; Rosa Teresa Celli 


assist to the rebellion of the moun- 
tain people against Hessian 
eruelty. Robert Douglas “a = of | 
vancaster’s swaggering noblemen. | t ‘ 
ee See is © ae a fair boxoffice trade, despite the 
wa'tkon as one of the oppressed, Cary Grant, Jose Ferrer naines 
and Allenby is properly villainous and some excellent performances. 
as the ruler. A melodrama laid ina Latin coun- 

Jacques Tourneur’s direction try, it intrigues with the lensing 
misses no bets for movement. Nor of the actual locales and types, | 
does he overlook the development , but spends too much time with its | 


} 
of any number of interesting char- 


| social theme to he consistent en- | 
acters. Best of these is Cravat,|tertainment for the average ticket 
partner of Lancaster during lat- 


| buyer. 

ter’s circus-vaude tumbling days! Dictatorship versus the right of 
before entering films. : i 

first credit. Lynne Baggett is | the script and direction by Rich- 
beautiful, and young Gordon ard Brooks lets it get up on the 
Gebert will catch on with the kid-| soapbox too frequently. : 
dies as the son, raised with a free | choice would have been to let it 
hand in the mountains by Lan- ride as a background while bring- 
caster. Norman Lloyd, troubadour, ing out the more commercial fac- 


Pedro de Cordoba 


Father Del Puento 





“Crisis” appears headed for only 


and the others travel easily tors of the George Tabori story. 
through the footage. Dialog and situations are ironic 

The rousing musical score by ,and sardonic, giving a good set-| 
Max Steiner is a fitting back-|ting to the plot. There are sus- 
ground for the runoff of the ad- pense and tension, too, but mood 
venturous doings, and Ernest is grim where some _ lightness 


Haller’s camera is agile in catch-| would have helped. 
ing every bit of movement. Cos-| Footage kicks off with Grant, a 
tumes, settings and other physical | brain surgeon, and his wife, Paula 
appurtenances are eye-catching. Raymond, vacationing in a revolu- 
Alan Crosland, Jr., has done a tion-ridden Latin country. Sud- 
tight job of film editing. Brog. | denly the doctor and his wife are 
sisiiielani capil kidnapped by the presidente’s 
|troops and taken to the besieged 
/capital. There Grant finds the 
dictator-president suffering from a 
brain tumor and he is ordered to 


Where Danger Lives 


Hollywood, June 16. 
RKO release of Irving Cummings, Jr.- 


Irwin Allen production. Stars Robert 
Mitchum, Faith Domergue, Claude Rains; , Operate. 
fextures Maureen O'Sullivan. Directed by Meantime revolutionaries led 


John Farrow. Screenplay, Charles Ben- 7 ° 
neit; story, Leo Rosien; eamera. Nicholas by Gilbert Roland, exert pressure 
Musuraca; music, Roy Webb: editor, Eda to have the president, Jose Ferrer 


Warren. Tradeshown June 12, °50. Run-' a; 5 — ath Raat 
n'ng time, 62 Mine. die under the knife. Preparation 


Jeff Cameron.......... Robert Mitchum and rehearsal for the surgery, 
a 9 Se eae Faith, Domereue shown in fulsome detail, gives ma- 
Sir. “a SEOOND . 0 000+ aude ains . - . > . it ve 
eee aay Maureen O'Sullivan cabre aspect as Ferrer watches 
Police PEPPERS Charles Kemper just what Grant’s sure scalpel! will 
Jauber iN6bob-00400804 Ralph Dumke | dc in i , 
Mr. Bogardus............ Billy House Rol Fg ny yes G Gumony head. 
Br. Maynard... ..cce. ..... Harry Shannon | *0/and s men seize rrant’s wife but 
Milo DeLong a coateess Philip Van Zandt this knowledge is concealed from 
©, BRUROMDROR .:. 6 000 c0c ese ss Jack Kelly him and he goes thr h with 
Bere. TOGGEGUS: «66 ices cdcs ili Ww goes through with a 
uses Lillian West | successful operation. 
y Irony enters when Ferrer dies 
rr - Ree 9 : 
Where Danger Lives” (nee anyway when he tries to put down 


“White Rose for Julie”) is just @\ the revol yr i 
fair mystery melodrama. Good ex- /and the PB Alon 20 eed be 
ploitation angles and Robert Mitch-| felled by 2 stray bullet just when 
ums name will help its grossing his forces have we: the so-called 
chances in some situations but the | freedom for which they have been 
overall outlook is spotty. fighting. . 

Film will get an added push be- 
ease of the ballyhoo RKO is toss- 
ing behind the debut of Faith | Raymond enjoys lesser footage, as 
Domergue. Femme’s _ personality| does Signe Hasso, as Ferrer’s 
and looks are interesting and her’ wife, and Teresa Celli. as one of 
talent good, factors that help her the revolutionaries. Film is full 


characters with assurance. Miss 


um portrays a young doctor who | 


conceals from Mitchum that Rains’ | 


It’s a good man to freedom is the theme, and |'a British east headed by American | 


Wiser | 


} 


Miniature Reviews 


“The Flame and the Arrow” 
(Color) (WB). Topnotch adven- 
ture costume drama. Good 
b.o. possibilities. 

“Where Danger Lives” 
(RKO). Fair melodrama with 
Robert Mitchum to help b.o. 
“Crisis” (M-G). Latin-localed 
| melodrama. Has Cary Grant 
|} and Jose Ferrer but only fair 
| b.o. outlook. 

“Treasure Island” (Color) 

| (RKO-Disney). Stevenson clas- 
sic spells good b.o. 

“Rogues of Sherwood Forest” 
(Cotor) (Col). Okay  swash- 
buckler for the general trade. 

“With These Hands” (Indie). 
Dramatie ILGWU documen- 





tarv; limited to trade-union 
sympathizers. 
“Hoedown” (Col). Low- 
budget oatuner for duals 
“Forbidden Jungle” (ELC). 


Poorly made jungle pic, lack- 
ing plausibility or interest. 








of interesting, typical Latin types. 
Roland is very good. 
Novarro, the dictator’s colonel, 
and Antonio Moreno, his doctor. 
Vicente Gomez, guitar soloist, 
delivers some fine musical mo- 
ments in playing Miklos Rozsa’s 
score. He also does well as one 
of the rebels. Arthur Freed’s pro- 
duction supervision hits a realistic 
level in traming the story with 


seeming actual locales, and there’s 
a beautiful lensing chore by Ray 
June, Brog. 
Freasure Island 
(COLOR) 

RKO release of Walt Disney (Perce 
Pearce) production. Features Booby Dris- 
coll, Robert Newton, Basil Sydney. Di- 
rected by Byron Haskin. Screenplay, Law- 
rence E. Watkin, from novel by Robert 
Louis Stevensen; camera (Technicolor), 
Freddie Young: editor, Alan Jaggs. 
Cradeshown N, Y., June 19, ‘50. Running 
time, 96 MINS, 

Pe ee Bobby Driscoll | 
Long John Silver........- Robert Newton | 
Captain Smollett...... Basil Sydney 
Squire Trelawney......Walter Fitzgerald 
Doctor Livesey........... Denis O’Dea 
George MeEIry...ccccccces Ralph Truman 
Sn GN, 6 <b 00e0 s.eeus Finlay Currie 
i , SO ee eer eee as John Laurie 
i & ) Preeerererry Frances de Wolff 
Ben Gui: .: iseccssa Geoffrey Wilkinson 
ee i” ee Geoffrey Keen 
‘TOM BIGPOND vi cc ccccsces William Devlin 
EEE TE Le Diarmuid Kelly 
Cads sate ane ‘ Sem Kydd 
BOGE. DEES. clsccaceveee . Eddie Moran 
Haggott Harry Locke | 
Scully bovis ie ai Harold Jamieson 
Job Anderson... Stephen Jack 
POOOEEs cc cee ei eecesens . Jack Arrow 
. i. See eee ioe Jim O’Brady 
PE. ¢tcewdseneeue < Chris Adcock 
Vane (594 bGaN KOO Reginald Drummond 
ee ee Gordon Mulholland 
MOE, Gie6esen bes cues Patrick Troughton 
SNE svc 0 b0.00.5 400 0.0008 506 Leo Phillips | 
ET in. ob. b0.0 PEE SONOS ..Fred Clark 
CMON 405% .Kdcanasei'sdca0e ..Tom Lucas 
(- : OP ery ee The TT ee Bob Head | 
DI Josie ctor. da Gieullek David Davies 
SE . wavasd 3666066684 0% Andrew Blackett 
PND 5 5 os hse e6b5%'S-28 Paddy Brannigan 
RPT er ree Ken Buckle 
ERP EET Ee John Gregson 
WEEN 6k cn 60 609008082 Howard Douglas 





“Treasure Island,” Robert Louis 


So is Ramon | 


‘tor who fit out a ship to search recent history via the utilization of 
for South Seas treasure on the several hundred different newsreel 


| strength of a chart obtained from | shots.  T! 
Unbeknownst to an historical document than a gal- 


|}a dying pirate. 
| them, the majority of the 
' 


they take on turn out to be free- | tied 
After seesaw fights with | ground narrators. 


| hooters. 


The film, however, is less 


crew | lery of celebrities and curiosities 


back- 
The commen- 


together by various 


| the cutthroats, the owners of the | tary, moreover, is flawed by an 


| vessel prevail. 
{ 


Fine thesping pervades the film. 


| Basil Sydney is shrewd and digni-| years of the 20th century. 
Walter Fitz- cluded here are shots of President 


' fied as the skipper. 


‘gerald does well as the loose- 


| tongued squire who organized the neral 


Threaded through | overall deficiency in a sense of hu- 
the tale is the curious mutual af- mor and a plethora of common- 
| fection of Newton-and Driscoll al- place editorial opinion. 

| though occasionally it’s sorely tried. | 


Most impressive portion of the 
film is the coverage of the first 20 
In- 


the fu- 
Teddy 


inauguration, 
of Queen Victoria, 


McKinley’s 


| treasure hunt, Denis O'Dea, as the | Roosevelt’s speeches (with dubbed 


| doctor, is quietly forthright. Other 
| Standouts in the long cast include 
|/Ralph Truman, as Newton’s arch 
| rival, and Finlay Currie, a 
ted pirate who left the 
Driscoll. 

Screenplay of Lawrence E. Wat- 
kin rates mention for compressing 
the novel into a fast-moving shoot- 
ing script. Byron Haskin’s direc- 
tion is a decided asset, as are the 
excellent camerawork of Freddie 
Young and the 
Jaggs. 


map to 


Gilb. 





| Rogues of Sherwood 


| June 15, 


| Hood’s Son.” 


Stevenson's classic, has been hand- | 


somely mounted by Walt Qisney 
in its screen version. Technicolor 
is lush, settings are sumptuous and 


moppet Bobby Driscoll faithfully 
recaptures the bloodthirsty 18th 
century era when pirates vied for 
‘the supremacy of the seas. If 
| properly sold and well exploited, 
Disney’s first all-live action film 
should mop up. 

Lack of strong marquee names 
and the preponderant British cast 
can be offset by ballying the novel, 
which is familiar to every school 
kid. Driscoll’s performance is also 
well worth stressing. 


| Made in Britain with Disney and. 


RKO frozen pounds, the picture 


takes advantage of the wealth of. 
Back- | 


British flavor available. 
grounds drip with realism, and al- 
though the accent of the British 


players occasionally is a bit heavy, | 


there can be litttle complaint. after 
all, the characters in Stevenson's 
novel were Britons. 

Robert Newton, familiar to 
|American art house’ audiences 
through a number of British film 
imports, racks up a virtual tour de 
force as Long John Silver. His 
grimaces, piercing eyes and gen- 
eral villainy are the personification 
of the character tmagined by every 
juvenile reader of the book. Like- 
wise, Driscoll smashes across with 
a vital portrayal ef Jim Hawkins, 
the saloonkeeper’s son who falls 
heir to a map leading the way to 
pirate treasure. 


There’s no dearth of action in 
the footage. Battles between the 
Hispaniola’s loyal crew members 
‘and a mutineering faction led by 
Driscoll are gorily re-created 
= a luxuriant tropie isle set- 


ing. Scenes aboard the .ship are | Twenties,” 
Grant and Ferrer shape their also handled with a meticulous | good fare for the newsreel houses | polls. 


eye for detail. Caught by the Tech- 


nicolor camera, the rigging fairly | double bill 


‘smells of sea dust. 
Stevenson 
‘volves around a squire and a doc- 


| swordplay dot the footage as the Tess......... te eeeteeees + 


yurn, of course, re-, produce 


Forest 
(COLOR) 


Hollywood, June 17, 
: release of Fred M. Packard 
production. Stars John Derek. Diana 
Lynn; features George Macready, Alan 
Hale. Directed by Gordon Douglas. Screen- 
play, George Bruce; story, Ralph Bettin- 
son; camera (Technicolor), Charles Law- 
ton, Jr.; music, Heinz Roemheld, Arthur 
Morton; editor, Gene Havlick. Previewed 
°30. Running time, 80 MINS. 
Robin, Earl of Huntington .. John Derek 
Lady Marianne Diana Lynn 


Columbia 


| SRR ISS George Macready 
Little rere Alan Hale 
Sir Giles ro seeeees-Paul Cavanagh 
Count of Flanders........ Lowell Gilmore 
a. ak... Rares Billy House 


PERN 8. ebb bos vies 
William Bevan 
Wilton Graff 
Donald Randolph 
John Dehner 


Baron Fitzwalter 
Archbishop 
Sir Baldric 
Baron Alfred 
Baron Chandos...... ‘ 
| gn eon 


Langton. me 
Tim 
Paul 


Huntley 
Collins 


“Rogues of Sherwood 
could have just as 
tagged “Adventures 


Forest” 
easily been 

of Robin 
The swashbuckle of 
the old ruler of Sherwood Forest is 
carried on by his son in this latest 


Lester Matthews | 


Gavin Muir | 


sound), the invention of the auto 
and the airplane, the first World 
War, the Armistice and some of 


be-sot-| the leading figures of that epoch. 


Many of these clips have not been 
seen recently. 

As the film draws up to 1950. an 
increasing number of the clips 
lose their impact because they 
seem to be repetitions of material 
used in other films. The emphasis 
in the selection of the clips also 


taut editing of Alan follows the strictly routine pattern 


of current newsreel journalism, ex- 
cept for the total omission of ski- 
jumping events. Where only three 
seconds and half-dozen words are 
devoted to the Sacco-Vanzetti case, 
tor example, plenty of footage re- 
volves around the quaint fashions, 
sports personalities and other ‘‘fea- 


ture” material, all having a_ fa- 
miliar ring. 
Some particularly good shots, 


however, are shown of Huey Long, 
Billy Sunday, the Ku Klux Klan, 
strike violence and the hair-raising 


Akron dirigible disaster. The 
treatment of the second World 
War is totally inadequate. Instead 


of tresh material and an historical 
perspective, pic dishes up stale 
shots of the Allied bombardment 
of Germany (used many times in 
Hollywood fictional films), and the 
inevitable atom bamb explosion. 
Arthur Godfrey handles _ the 
main narration in competent man- 
ner while H. V. Kaltenborn is 
used to good advantage in the se- 
quence showing President Tru- 
man parodying the commentator's 
clipped style. Clem McCarthy’s 
descriptions of some sports evenis 
border on the ridiculous in their 


screen use of the established plot.| breathless and unwarranted ex- 
In doing so it measures up nicely | citement. . 


to the demands of the more gen- 

eral market and, in particular, to 

the juve and family audience. 
There's never anything partic- 


ularly new about this type of film) last 50 years 
fiction, but it usually gives an okay | challenge to the filmmakers. 


account of itself in pleasing. On 


that premise, “Rogues” will enter- | 


tain because producer Fred M. 
Packard and director Gordon Doug- 
las supply plenty of movement, a 
lot of beauty for eye appeal in 
color, costumes and settings, 
the George Bruce script from a 
story by Ralph Bettinson is expertly 
valued to get the most from a 
pulp fiction high adventure. 

John Derek does well in ecarry- 
ing off the lead role as Hood’s son. 
When the subjects of England be- 
gin to be oppressed by the taxes 
levied by ‘ambitious King John, 
young Robin Hood calls out his 


rebellion. Palace intrigue, chases 
through the woodland, ambush and 


subjects arise and eventually force 
King John to sign the famed Magna 
Charta. : 


- This pic serves okay as a once- 
lightly-over summarization of some 
historical highlights. The serious 
and truly fascinating history of the 
still is open as a 


Herm. 


With These Hands 


Internctional Ladies Garment Workers 
Union (Jack Arnold-Lee Goodman) pre- 
duction. (Release not set yet.) Siars 


and Sam Levene, Arlene Francis, Joseph Wise- 
| man. 


Directed by Arnold. Screenplay. 
Morton Wishengrad; camera, Gerald 
Hirschfeld; editor, Charles R. Senf; music 
composed and conducted by Morris Ma- 


| morsky. At Gotham, N. Y., June 15, ‘50, 
Running time, 47 MINS, 
Alexander Brody........... Sam Levene 
JONNY... .ccccscccecccccce Ariene Francis 


| 
| 
| 


father’s old cohorts and starts a. Triangle 


It's all very fanciful and played | 


that way for the best results. Diana 


Lynn is Lady Marianne and takes | 


to the period costumes and Techni- 
color with an eve-arresting appeal. 
George Macready gets in some hiss- 


able licks as King John, with as- | 


‘sists from Paul Cavanagh and 
Lowell Gilmore, two henchmen. 
The old Robin Hood gang shows up 
well in the persons of the late 
Alan Hale, Billy House, Lester 
Matthews and William Bevan. 
Others are capable. 

Credit for the very good Techni- 

color lensing goes to Charles Law- 
‘ton, Jr, who displays the footage 
in beautiful hues. Editing trims 
the action to a tight 80 minutes. 
and the musie score is in keeping 
with movement. Broa. 





- ? . > 
60 Years Before Your 
Eves 
| Warner Bros. release of Alfred Butter- 
| field production. Narration by Arthur 
| Godfrey, Quentin Reynolds, H. V. Kalten- 
| born, Clem MeCarthy, Andre Baruch, Nor- 
| man Brokenshire, Milton J. Cross, Dwight 
| W eist, Dan Denaldson. Script, Buttertield, 
; Fhomas H. Wolf; music, William Lava, 
Howard Jackson. Supervised by Walton 
Cc, Ament. Tradeshown N. Y., June 15, 

50. Running time, 70 MINS. 





This compilation of newsreel 
clips gives an interesting, 
ficial, digest of the last five dec- 
| ades. Similar in format to Richard 
de Rochemont’s “The 


|Or as a_ supporting feature 


situations. 


, whole 


DeLeo... 


Joseph Wiseman 


ON Se Louis Seria 


eee weet eeeee 





SS eee covesce Alexander Scorpy 
Business Agent.............. Rudy Bond 
Doctor (in 1913)..... Alexander Lockwerd 
Impartial Chairman........ Haskell Cufiin 
Sa Tr Julius Bing 

“Bagel and Lox’”...... Morris Strassberg 
Typist. . dec hkeod §.G0ee ses Rolly Besiér 
Girl in Fire..... 6660460 6.0088 Gail Gress 
Judy Walther 

The enterprising International 
Ladies Garment Workers Union 
has come up with an appealing 
documentary in “With These 
Hands.” Film is the story of the 


union as seen through the li‘e 
history of one member. As sues, 
it is limited in its draw to large 
industrial centers or towns with 
trade-union sympathizers, and 
isn’t likely to warrant mass circu- 
lation or appeal. 

But it’s a Zood, professional job 
and worthwhile entertainment. It 
is palpable propaganda for the 
garment workers’ union and the 
labor movement, but ii’s 
palatable stuff, cleverly sugar- 
coated. Pic is a good social docu- 
ment, showing the difficulties tuat 
marked the way for an improve- 
ment in laboring conditions now 
taken somewhat for granted. But 
it is also a warm, human story, 
with some strong, dramatic mv- 
ments and some leavening humo -- 


ous touches. It is also under- 
standably sentimental at times, 
but rarely over-sentimentalized. 


‘It’s likely to have an additional 


impact on the thoughtful theaire- 


'goer in its lesson of man’s crying 


if super- | 


in' angle shirtwaist fire, when 


oes for security in his industrial 
ife. 


Story is somewhat idealistic, be- 
ginning with the sweatshop days 
of 1910, and following a cloat- 
maker through his first strike up 
to his retirement on a_ pension. 


mts “I Golden | The worker takes a beating wh: n 
this pie will be equally |he protests vote-stealing at toe 


He goes through the Tri- 
146 


girls were burned to  deati. 


On this relatively short footage, There’s also the disastrous strike 


/ecuted a Kaleidoscopic glance inte 


r Alfred Butterfield has ex- Of 1926, 


} 


instigated and led by 
(Continued on page 18) 
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Hays Rules for 4 ‘Underage’ Majors 
On $1,572,138 in French Film Coin 


Will H 
ior in the dispute among the eight 
majors on allocation of dollars re- 
from France, yesterday 
ruled in favor of Metro, 
Columbia, RKO and Universal. 
Havs ordered Paramount, United 
,ytists, 20th-Fex and Warner Bros. 

kick back to the four winning 
campanies $1,572,138 which had 
heen collected by them in dollars. 
in so doing, arbitrator found in 
favor of the so-called “‘underage” 
distribs and against the “overage” 
companies. @ 

in return for these dollars de- 
livered to Metro, Col, RKO and U 
in the U. S., these four companies 
must turn over to the other four 
companies frances in France at the 
rate of 119.3 franes per dollar. Be- 
cause he found that the “overage” 
companies had rendered a service 
industry, Hays ruled that 


mitted 


rues 


to the 


these distribs are entitled to re-)| 


ceive interest payments from the 
“underage” outfits for the period 
from the date of remittances until 
refund in franes is made. 

Former Motion Picture Assn. of 
America chief also decided that 
the entire cost of the long pro- 
cecding be borne by the “under- 
ase’ companies. They are so des- 
conated beeause they had insuffi- 
cient frozen francs on June 17, 
1247, date when the majors were 
permitted to remit dollars by the 
French government under the 
Franco-U. S. film pact. 

Dispute arose on an agreement 
reached 
for apportionment of remittable 
dollars in accordance with a gross 
billings formula. This was after 
the French government had fixed 
a blanket sum which the entire 
industry could remit. Because of 
extensive production in France 
prior to June, 1947, by Metro 
Col, RKO and U, and the use of 
frozen franes for other purposes, 
companies were unable to 
remit the full amount based on 
this formula, Other four com- 
panies benefited by remitting more 
than the formula provided. 

Crux of the Hays 
“that this agreement 
billings formula) 
seded or modified by any other. 
A clear distinction was made be- 
iween ‘apportionment and division’ 


these 


(on gross 


ot the dollar total received from | 
France and the mechanics of the) 
The: 


‘remission’ of such funds. 
most salient factor regarding the 
French negotiatéons is the extent 
'o which it has been conducted as 
an industry matter. The interest 
of individual companies was de- 
emphasized for the interest of the 
industry.” ‘ 

_ Hays noted that 20th, although 
lt is an “overage” company, sided 
with the “underage” distribs. His 


order, in effect, provides that each | 


“underage” firms will receive a 
portion of the $1,572,138 based on 
ls gross billings, 

Decision follows a long series of 
hearings at the MPAA office. Hays 
had the matter under considera- 
tion for close te 12 months before 





Hays, acting as arbitra-¢ 


by the eight companies , 


ruling is | 


was not super-| 


ing outside theatres. 





20th Lensing 7 


Hollywood, June 20. 

With “Jackpot” starting and 
“Fourteen Hours” returning from 
its N. Y. location, 20th-Fox will 
have seven pictures shooting on 
the home lot in the next two 
weeks. 

Others are “For Heaven’s Sake,” 
“The Halls of Montezuma,” “Call 
Me Mister,” “Half an Angel” and 
“The House on Telegraph Hill.” 
Meanwhile, “I’d Climb the Highest 
Mountain” is working on location 
in Georgia and “The Bird of Para- 
dise” is ready to start in Hawaii. 


Cleve. Exhibs, Radio 
Co-op to Bring "Em 





Back to B. 0., Dials i exhibe polled believe, too, that 


MPEA’s Jap Operation 


Cleveland, June 20. 


Entertainment’s biggest local 
fireworks this July 4 will come in 
the lobby of Loew’s State, when 
the theatre and _ radio station 
WERE introduce this city’s first 
joint endeavor in “How to Win 
Back Patrons at the Boxoffice and 
the Radio Dial.” 

Initial move will 
disk jockey dance 
lobby, with WERE’s Bill 
spinning the disks. Called “M-G-M 
Dancing Party,” the affair will 
start at 7 p. m. Program will be 
a Tuesday night repeat with a dif- 
ferent disk jockey at the tables for 
each performance. 

Frank Murphy, head of Loew’s 


be two-hour 


in this area, announced the initial | 


venture that will eventually see 
each of the city’s AM outlets send- 
ing talent and diskers into both 


downtown houses and an estimated | 


80 nabes 


shows. 
Murphy’s announcement follows 


that can handle live 


a series of meetings between radio | 


and pic spokesmen, and union reps. 
According to Murphy, stagehands 
and musicians have okayed the 
lobby dance stint and have prom- 


|ised that they will cooperate as 


far as possible on the other ven- 
tures. However, both unions say 
that all radio-pic combos will be 
judged on their merits when the 
time arises. 

Besides the disk-dance program, 


| WERE’s consultant director, Sid 


Andorn, reports that a 30-minute 
“Jr. Varsity” quiz show, featuring 
the station’s sports director, Bob 
Neal, and a top sports guest will 
move into nabes for a Saturday 
noon show. Program will hit 16 
different houses. 

Those are the only two in-thea- 
tre projects definitely skedded. 
Two other acts have been perform- 
Both are quiz 
stanzas calling for sidewalk inter- 
views and are handled by WERE 
from in front of the Stillman the- 
atre, and by George Gothberg, 


WSRS, from in front of the Cor- | 
| onet. 


in the State 
Randle | 


WANT ‘FAMILY’ 
ENTERTAINMENT 


By MIKE KAPLAN 


Hollywood, June 20. 

Formulas are for babies, not for 
business—and Hollywood should 
drop formula pix and concentrate 
on fresh, interesting films to lure 
back the audience it has lost to 
other branches of showbusiness. 
And the sooner the better, as far 
as the nation’s smalltown exhibs 
are concerned. 

Theatre managers checked in a 
cross-country survey are convinced 
| that poor product rather than pub- 
lic poverty, and telegraphed plots 





rather than television, are to blame | 


| for the current national boxoffice 
|decline. Almost unanimous in 
'their belief that Hollywood needs 


new faces, exhibs also believe that | 


these new faces must be put into 
| interesting pix—with the emphasis 
on escapism—to lure video viewers 


| out of the livin, room and back to 


there are a number of things Holly- 
wood can do to make even the pres- 








ent product more palatable. Things | 


| 

|] 
| cooperative advertising, more per- 
| sonal appearances by stars, shorter 
pix to permit screening more short 
| subjects. But the most important 
|factor is good entertainment, 
{something exhibs feel has been 
| overlooked recently. 

Almost without exception, polled 
| managers of theatres in towns of 
5,000 population or under came up 
| with the same phrase when asked 
|what they wanted most from 
| Hollywood—‘something different.” 
| And invariably, when asked to 
; break down the phrase, they re- 
| plied: 

“Get away from blood and 
,thunder stuff. Let’s have more 
| family-style entertainment.” 

An exhibitor in New Mexico, 


mous, said bluntly: 


i “If people want depressing stuff, 
why do they go to baseball, basket- 


(Continued on page 18) 


WB Gets Heston On 
Non-Exclusive Basis, 
End Studio-MCA Rift 


Hollywood, June 20 





| signed Charlton Heston to a player 
contract apparently explains the 
sudden peace treaty between the 
Burbank lot and Music Corp. of 





role in “Ethan Frome.” 
The Warners-MCA broke out sev- 


ike more advance publicity, more | 


who preferred to remain anony-| which the $1,600,000 in earned yen | 


ON FORMULA PIX 


Wald-Krasna Deal Focuses RKO's 
~ Vari-Priced Prod. Setup, a la GM 





File Towne Record 


Chicago, June 20. | 


Attorneys for major distribs and 
Fox and Warner circuits will file the | 
federal district court record of the 
Towne case with the Chi appeals 
court tomorrow (21). They are 
appealing the $1,295,878 triple-dam- | 
age award to the Towne theatre of 
Milwaukee, and also the equity de- 
cree laid down by district Judge 
John P. Barnes which limits first- | 
runs in Milwaukee to two weeks 
and divests five affiliated ‘‘de luxe”’ 
houses. 

Following distribution of the rec: | 
ord to all parties, defendants | 
(plaintiffs in the appeal) file briefs, ! 
and the Towne, through Thomas | 


|C. MeConnell, its attorney, files an- | 


swering briefs. A hearing date will 
than be set, probably for late fall | 
or early winter. 





Cued by Current Try 
To Up Unfrozen Coin 


Whether the Motidn Picture Ex- | 


| port Assn. continues to operate on | 


behalf of the American majors in | 
Japan will hinge on present efforts | 
to up the ante riow being derived | 
from there. Agreement of a few | 
months ago to continue distribution | 
via MPEA was made with the pro- | 
viso that it would be dumped if no} 
more than the present $1,600,000 | 
yearly was forthcoming. 

Irving A. Maas, v.p. and general | 
manager of the MPEA, is now in| 
the Far East in an effort to obtain | 
sanction of Gen. Douglas MacAr- | 


| thur’s headquarters and Supreme | 
|Command Allied Powers for con- | 





Announcement that Warners had | ‘BLONDIE’ REPLACED 


‘ 


| 


America. Understood the Heston | 
pact calls for one picture a year for «piondie” series after 28 releases, 
three years, starting with the top with the newly-purchased “Gaso- | 
| line Alley” 


version of additional coin. Pact by | 


is permitted to be translated into 
dollars expires June 30. 

Maas left Tokyo yesterday (Tues- | 
day) for Seoul, Korea, for govern- | 
ment confabs there. He’ll return | 
to Japan next Saturday (24) and | 
come back to the U. S. from there. | 
No coin is now coming out of. 
Korea, and Maas will endeavor to. 
learn what the prospects are for. 
thawing it. 





BY ‘GASOLINE ALLEY’ 


| each 





Hollywood, June 20. 


Columbia is discontinuing the) 


series earmarked as 


peplacement. Stars Penny Single- | 


/eral weeks ago when Heston signed fon and Arthur Lake will exit | 


| with Hal Wallis after dickering 
| with Jack L. Warner. 


The signing piration of 


studio early next month upon ex- | 
current contracts. | 


|was followed by an ultimatum bar- Other cast standbys, Larry Simms, | 


|ring representatives of MCA and 


| 


Marjorie Ken and Danny Mum-| 


|other agencies from the Burbank! mert, have been on a pic-to-pic | 


| studio. 





{ 


basis. 
Milton Feldman ana Edward | 


Hollywood, June 20. 

Tentative inking of the Jerry 
Wald-Norman Krasna unit by 
Howard Hughes over the weekend 
brings into focus a new concept of 
filmmaking by the RKO produc- 
tion chieftain. He is reported 
planning to have groups of units 
operating in various budget cate- 
gories ranging from $200,000 to 
$750,000-and-up. 

Scheme has been compared to 
that of General Motors in grind- 
ing out cars in each price line, such 
as Chevrolet, Pontiac, Buick and 
Cadillac, with shadings within 
group. Wald and Krasna 
would operate in the Cadillac class, 
along with Howard Hawks and 
perhaps some _ other producers, 
making pix in the $750,000-and-up 
category. 

In the lowest-budget group is 
the Filmakers (Collier Young- 
Ida Lupino) unit, working on 
$200,000 product. Other producers 
on Hughes’ rapidly-expanding list 
are Sam Bischoff, Edmund Grain- 
ger, Danny Dare, Herman Schlom, 
Jack Skirball - Bruce Manning, 
Lewis Rachmil, Stanley Rubin, 
Harriet Parsons, Irving Cummings, 
Jr., Irwin Allen, Irving Starr, John 
Houseman, James T. Vaughn, Rob- 
ert Sparks and Warren Duff. 

In addition to those producers 
and the Wald-Krasna combo if 
their deal goes through, Hughes 
will have the product of two in- 
dies, Samuel Goldwyn and Walt 
Disney. Latter pair provide their 
own financing and are completely 
autonomous, while the others are 
financed by RKO and subject to 
Hughes’ production control in 
varying degrees. 

The Wald-Krasna deal provided 
that RKO pay $150,000 to Warner 
Bros. to release Wald from his 
contract, which runs until April, 
1952. Hughes, in return, got from 
the pair an option for eight weeks. 


(Continued on page 18) 


JUDGE NIXES WALLIS 
SUIT TO HALT ‘BULLS’ 


Los Angeles, June 20. 

Robert Rossen won a decision 
against Hal Wallis in Superior 
Court where Judge W. Turney Fox 
denied Wallis’ plea for an injunc- 
tion restraining Rossen from con- 
tinuing work as writer-director- 
producer of “The Brave Bulls” for 
Columbia. 

Wallis claimed he had a prior 
contract calling for Rossen’s serv- 
ices as a writer at $50,000 for 15 
weeks’ work. Court ruled that 
Wallis did not hold an exclusive 





'right to Rossen’s services. 





Texas Biz Up 50% 
Over ’42, Sez O’Donnell 


Dallas, June 20. 
According to R. J. O’Donnell, 
veepee and general manager of In- 
terstate Theatres, “the overall 
Texas picture gross for 1950 to 
date is 50° better than in 1942, 
and the total audience for motion 





iti Bernds, producer and director, re-| pictures has increased 25%.” _ 
‘McRae, Poitier Set F or | spectively, will have same chore O'Donnel says there is nothing 


making his ruling. 
‘for a possible indication as to pub- Korda’s ‘Cry’ Picture on “Alley.” Initial “Blondie,” | conclusive yet about the competi- 


These features will be watched 
CARELESS PROJECTION lic reaction and test in meeting! The other Negro actors will go | based on Chick Young comicstrip,| tion of television. “Possibly in 














sof sed i < where television pro- 
CITED BY M-G EXEC <tavtenges mresented br television abroad shortly to join Canada Lee, #8 Jensed in 1008. Fare, Soewace duces a series of sensations thee 
“"heanviile, both pic aud a r4-| ine tor inieg “Gry, the Beloved | month eae sie be avn testerees 
Atl ity aeanwhile, bo a - tion for filming “Cry, the Belove a , _ | “But we film men must remember 
Exhibs ae sae — ae dio committee are planning ahead Country.” Pic, to be produced by ti eemneene: Sener ae ae there was a six-month flurry 
grosses by careless projection ‘°F an extensive fall program. Zoltan Korda under the banner of | ante heaven first six of the series, Vet Tadio back in the late 1920's. 
habits, Mike Simons, Metro sales “ his brother, Sir Alexander Korda, | ~ses weg sta Paen is prepped, | it Passed.  Ratlo bog In ‘tact 
"roel Ne deaey aed con NLRB Orders Election |i bs lensed in Johannesburg and) pared part on fact that al of the motion pcture went though 
‘our plugging “Annie Get Your Of RKO Ad-Pub Aides “Lee went to Paris several weeks 2a Sarworth oy conte Ser Larry | ee then emerged big 
Gun.” Simons declared he saw the Washington, June 20. | ago. Charles McRae, now in “Lost | Seches: and Janet Blair all ap-| B ‘ 
Pic sereened in theatres seven The National Labor Relations! in the Stars,” Broadway musical | cased: t. \emation voles in early | i 
limes “and in seven different Board last week ordered an elec-| based on “Gry, the Beloved Coun- eRiondie” Gis | MacDougall Quits WB 
Ways.” In some instances, he said, tion within 30 days to mbt yoo ie — due hie acagomey a 16. sap | Hollywood, June 20 
Projectionists cut down the sound whether RKO advertising and pub- | He'll leave wi e rest of the pic- | — . 
‘o the point “where there was no licity employees in New York ture’s company the following day. DAFF ON TRADE BOARD a perros gs yon 
Connection between the film and, wished to be represented by Local | for South Africa. _ _Al Daff, Universal's new foreign release from his eee pas 
the audience.” 114, Screen Publicists Guild, or by Sidney Poitier, Broadway actor chief, has been elected to the writing at Warners, follow a 
“They saw shadows on the screen | Local 230, Sign, Pictorial and Dis-| who recently completed a top role board of directors of American- current scripting a ro : d 
but didn't know what they were| play Union, an affiliate of the |in 20th-Fox’s unreleased “No Way Australia Assn, and Chamber of Front Man,” a rewrite nte 
saying,” Metroite cracked. “I| Painters. Out,” a film about anti-Negro Commerce, Inc. Outfit is rigged set. ‘ 
looked for the exhibitor but he was| The action knocked out a con-| prejudice, goes directly from New to work for improvement of trade MacDougall’s pact was a ‘ al 
nowhere, to be found. He was tention by the Publicists that there | York to Johannesburg the first and cultural relations between the option agreement with more than 
Probably down the block doing| should be multiple bargaining of) week in September. All three | two companies. | two years to run. Among ge 
something more important. I don’t| screen publicity people among all | actor deals were agented by Peter Daff is a native of Australia and cent screen credits ‘e : a 
*xpect the picture to do much|the major company offices in New| Witte, following tests by Korda in| broke into the film biz Down Un- Breaking Point” and rig 
business in those cases,” } York. New York and London. der, Leaf. 
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' PICTURE GROSSES 


Weather Helps Bway; ‘Leaf’ Plus 
T. Dorsey Fair $40,000 to Pace New 
~ Pix, Bride’ Wow 1406 in 5th Wk. 


Much colder weather starting! strong style at $8,000, .just a bit 
last: Saturday (17), following rain | off from good $8,500 opener. Holds 
at midweek, is giving Broadway | on. 
first-runs a nice hypo this session. Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 


Wednesday, June 21, 1950 VARIETY 
Mpls. Dull; ‘Champagne’ ~ 


Break in Hot Weather Boosts Chi; ! | 
yet | $12,000, Blood NG 86 
Bride -Hayes-Healy Rousing 834.000, montis 
‘Comanche’ Fat 126, ‘Night’ Neat 24G ::"sswc',sivs (ais 


trade. School vacation is helping | 
this week. Aside from “Champagne | 
is boosting the Chicago boxottice 
with a flock of »new Is helping. 


11 





for Caesar,” the layout of major | 
newcomers holds little calculated | 
to help a slump: ‘Fortunes of 
Capt. Blood” is weak at Orpheum. 


Estimates for This Week 








Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 


vious to the dip in the mer-| »W 5 : Additional rain Monday (19) and fellers) (5,945: 80-$2.40)—“Fathe 
os, the heat had taken a heavy ous key cities, are net, Vee ae gt (Par) (1,600: 50-70)— considerable rainfall yesterday | of Bride”’ (M-G) poe pe wn 
toll, About the best new entry is without the 20° tax. Distribu- ed Shoes” (EL) (3d wk). This (Tues.) are proving a further help. | (5th wk). Continues in sock fashion 
of Bride” with stageshow, tors share on net take, when one on third-run in- city still is| Big deluxe theatres began feeling at $140,000, ahead of fourth week's 


“Fathel 


brisk $5,500 after 











aing great $54,000 at the Chicago. | playin:, percentage, hence the bacon strong $6,500 the effects of the sharp drop in | $133.000. Holds a sixth sta 
eComanche Territory” is fast $12.- estimated figures are net in- wat Be Canto. temperature Saturday night fol- | Srobably could go seven a iaaae, 
ooo at Grand, while “Love Happy come. ww “peeing (Par) (1,000; 50-70) — lowing a quiet matinee that day.|but mutual agreement by house 
is nice $15,000 at Palace. The parenthetic admission — , roy to Town” (U) (m.o.). Still Because most houses had just | and Metro is moving it out. “Next 

Gunfighter” looks fine $25,000 prices, however. as indicated, ~ adel posed Last week, ‘Lives been dragging along earlier in the | Voice You Hear’ (M-G) and big 
+ the State-Lake. “Night and include the U §. amusement GC a = (Pat ) and “Beau current business week, the unsea- | July 4 stageshow open June 29. 
A ‘pes fancy $24,000 at tax. nope ar) (reissues), good sonable cold was doubly welcome. | Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-98) — 
Woods Radice City (Par . Re-80\.... There are only three new bills “Arabian Nights” (U) (reissue). 

Oriental. with “Rogues of Sher- ¢ * “Caemeaaee oi Pasar an ae. on tap besides the usual weekly|Opened yesterday (Tues.). In 
ood Forest” and “Jimmy Wakely Fair $12,000. Last aah ea change at the Palaee, but most|ahead, “Harlem Follies” (Indie) 
in person, is good $37,000. Hold- 0 @S é Happy” (UA) ead Socen ; holdovers are running close to|(2d wk) fell to $4,000 after fair 
overs are okay. “Asphalt Jungle” RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2.800: opening - week figures. Some $6,500 opener. 
neat $9,000 in second frame at 35-70)—“Fortunes Capt Blood” houses are as strong or ahead of; Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 90- 
United Artists. “Eagle and Hawk” (Col). Weak $8,000. Last week, >aturday-Sunday trade for the pre-| $1 80)—“Fortunes of Capt. Blood” 
and “Destination Big House” looks ll p S. “Secret Fury” (RKO). $8,700. ’ | vious stanza. Top money Pe (Col) (2d wk). Straightened up a 
tidy $11,000 at Roosevelt in second ’ ’ RKO-Pan (RKO) (1.600: 35-70) meweomer goes to “Bright Leaf,” pit in first initial holdover session 

oalne “Kitty Fovle” ’ “e,.| With Tommy Dorsey band onstage, !to jand $10,000 after light $12,000 
ee ‘ Indianapolis, June 20 Nitty Foyle’ (RKO) and “Sus- | at the Strand, where a fair $40,000 | ‘ 8 : 

Estimates for This Week Bis Rinter ‘ae av. picion’ (RKO) (reissues). Oldies ie tn prospect However this is Pat oncri over hopes. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98) — -... at first-run houses here shows getting fairly good play at $6,000. | stronger than this theatre has been | ,,.R0xY (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.75) — 
seather of Bride” (M-G) plus ye Pg irr A over recent Last week, “Baron of Arizona” stat aa tae c | “Night and City” (20th) with 
Peter Lind Hayes and Mary Healy |W“ ucon ani here's nothing big (Lip), $4,000. tae? Raph a : | Lucille Ball, Desi Arnaz and Mary 

CLS) aie eee ee ae but “Colt .45” is doing okay at the State (Par) (2.300: 50-70)—“TI Wagonmaster” is heading for|R d Naldi (2d-fi 
topping stageshow. Great $54,000 | yigian “Annie Get Y ee z UU; u 1e % $12,000 at tl Globe. | aye an aldi (2d-final wk). 
or ovel Last week, “Caged” po); a. Annie Get Your Gun” is | Outriders” (M-G), Well-liked but | 2" OX@Y aes A a 1e obe, | Doing comparatively ‘better in 
WB: with Denise Darcel in per- _ ding up well in second week at only okay $10.000. Last week, “Ma, better than many recent sessions /second round at $62,000 than 
841 608. 4oew’s, | Ticket To Tomahawk,” at Pa Kettle to Town” (U), good $11.,- at the house. “Woman on Pier 13” | moderate $69,000 done in opening 
son , ; Circle, is mild. Cold, wet week- 000. ‘is fairly mild at $11,000 for eight|week. “The Gunfighter” (20th) 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98) — end helped. trade. World (Mann) (400: 50-85)—/ Gays at the Criterion, with “Tarzan | with Robert Merrill, De Castro 
“Savage Horde’ (Rep) and | Mar Estimates‘ for This Week “Shadow on Wall” (M-G). Thin | 44d Slave Girl” announced to sup; | Sisters, Yvette, others, onstage 
Aguas 9 genes a at Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2.800: 44- 31-800. Last week, “Woman_ of Ae — rg eat Homage ige nmr jopens Friday (23). 
$6,006 4as . , Re s Ae é. 4 - ("eT Ra: ; ; lw " ; _ e ; a 
Joe” (EL) reissue) and “Wrestling 65) — “Tieket Tomahawk” (20th) wistinction§ (Oot) (3d WR), Siam. pe $20.000 re 5 He ht |, State (Loew's) (3,450; 55-$1.50)— 
Jamboree” (Indie), $5,000. and “Guilty Bystander” (FC). Mild Still the big draw and champion | Annie Get Your Gun’ (M-G) (6th 
a ; + a |$7,500. Last week. “Paid In Full” ie “RE ; ‘a, °° wien | Wk). Fifth stanza ended yesterday 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 50-98) — uth “ny ge ae a et 4 ° 9 is “Father of the Bride, with | (7p )w , 
- Ragga .<j | (Par) and “Under My Skin” (20th), + oeanheater ues.) was okay $18,000 after nice 
Comanche Territory” (U). Fast stageshow, at the Music Hall. It | a aa : 
$12,000. Last week, “Jackie Robin- | *°:200. €ro0 is pushing -up to nearly $140,000 | 921,000 last week. Stays indef. 
son Story” (EL) (2d wk), $7,000. Indiana (G-DY (3,300; 44-65) — for fifth week, beating the fourth|, Strand (WB) (2,756; 55-$2)— 
Loop (Telenews) (625: 98) — , Colt 45° (WB) and “Four Days » round by about $7,000, and insur- | “Bright Leaf” (WB) with Tommy 
yee Bow (EL) (2d wk. | Leave” (FC). Nice $11,000. Last ‘ing a sixth session. Could hold | Dorsey orch, the Pitchmen topping 
Trim 4300 in’S days. Last week, “ek, “Big Lift” (Par). thin $6,500. UU, OL. OUIS ronger_ probably but the Hall is| stageshow. | Looks ta reach | fair 

1 a0 ? as Ss. 9 ,oew’s (Loew’s) (2.427: 44-65)— rt s t b ; in its Inde end- | , or near. 0 Ss. ast wee ° 
$5,900 “Annie Get Gun” (M-G) @d ne poor Bo; pris A ah with Next | “Return of Frontiersman” (WB) 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 50-98\— Dandy $10,500 on top of hefty $15.- St. Louis, June 20. Voice You Hear,” on June 29,| Plus Cab Calloway and his revue, 
“Rogues Sherwood Forest” (Col) 000 opener. me" Helped by sock bally, “Father of | while Metro is agreeable, feeling | dim $15,000. 
with Jimmy vee ‘in person. Lyric (G-D) (1.600: 44-65)—“Car- Bride” is zooming to highest gross|the picture should get into other |. Sutton (R & B) (561; 90-$1.50)— 
Good $37,000. ast week, “IN g9 Capetown” ‘Col) . a “Mark for a mainstem cinema in months. thouses of Greater New York area. | Winslow Boy” (EL) (3d wk). Sec- 
Lonely Place” (Col) with Louis | Gorijia” (Col). Slow $4,500 fant It is racking up smash session at| “Winchester '73,” with Jan Mur-|0Md frame ended Monday (19) 
Armstrong combo and Eileen Bar-| week, “Story G.I. Joe” (UA) and Loew's. This seems to be bolster-| ray, John Payne, Patricia Morison, | slipped to $12,000 after socko $14,- 


ton onstage (2d wk), $23,000. 


ms 





ing trade elsewhere. “Curtain Call | 


Al Donahue band onstage, is hold- | 000 opening week. Stays indef. 





“Tillie’s Punctured Romance” (UA . i “i 
Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98) — (reissues) $4,000. ea ‘at Cactus Creek” shapes fine at/ing nicely at $52,000 for second | SON Third “Man” (SRO) (20th 
“Love Happy” (UA) and “Great Fox as does “Woman of Distinc-| week at Paramount. “Night and |3io Third Man _, SRO) (20th 
ove eee ae a : \tion” at the St. Louis. Fact that City,” with Lucille Ball and Desi |X). Steadying a bi: this round, 
000. Last week. “Secret Furv” W h. | e ‘A tat public schools are out also is a| Arnaz heading the show, is doing | With pero pe page Rect cece baggy ty 
‘RKO: and” “Golden Twenties” "45M. AMproves, Annie bullish factor. | likewise at the Roxy, with $62,000 | en Our Very Own” (RKO) not 
RKO). $10,000. ‘ a Estimates for This Week ‘for initial holdover round. : : s 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 30-98)— Hot $25,000, Comanche Fox (F&M) (5,000: 60)—“Curtain 2 Fons ye Jungie, with — opening until July 25. 
“Eagle and Hawk” (Par) and “Des- ‘ ? Call Cactus Creek” (U) and “One | >P!va a oo waietioaemer (i ? 000 
ination Big House” (Rep) (2d wk). R Way Street” (U). Fine $15,000. ‘0PPing stage ad: cae ae $ 
Trim $11,000. Last week, $14,000. | obust MG, Jungle 186 Last week, “Colt .45” (we) and | strong for second frame at my Lawless Great [3, ; 


State-Lake ( - 50-98) | Washington, June 20. “SE ioht” Capitol, with probable $37,000, 
2 ake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98 Stage Fright” (WB), $13,500.  coumparativale good after disap-| 


Frisco; ‘Colt’ Big 186, 


—'Guntighter” (20th). Fine $25,- Fiurry of sock newcomers is Loew's (Loew) (3,172; 50-75) — a A 
000 Last week, “Samson and | helping = along the main stem. “Father of Bride’ (M-G). Sock a a Week J | T° | 166 
Jelilah” (Par “Annie ”" rary <ttelemaacee | Li 

lah” (Par) (9th wk), $11,000 ie Ge our Gun” at Loew's $22,500. Last week, Skippei Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; &0-$1.50) ung e ve y at 


ad Palace stands head and shoulders Surprised His Wife’ (M-G) and 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- | above its competitors with smash, “Gun Crazy” (UA), mild $14,000. 
98\—"Asphalt Jungle’ (M-G) (2d | if not record-breaking, biz. “Wins-| Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 60) — 
wk Tidy $9,000. Last week, !ow Boy,” at Trans-Lux, shapes “Comanche Territory” (U) (2d wk) 
$12,000. solid. “Eagle and Hawk” looks and “Eagle and Hawk” (Par). Down 


at advi > rj 
evantes oe —“Robinson Story” (EL) (6th wk). 


Fifth stanza ended Monday (19) 
held well at around $7,000 after 
$7,500 last week. Stays only two 
days of sixth round, with “The 


San Francisco, June 20. 


Start of school vacation here is 
not helping as much as expected. 


| However, several new bills are do- 


__Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98) — Okay at the Warner. “Asphalt | to $8,000. Last week, “Comanche mi ing nicely, with “Colt .45” and 
‘Night and City” (20th). Fancy Jungle” is disappointing at Loew’s | Territory” (U) and “I Was a Shop- ah (Par) opening tomorrow | «The Lawless” standout. “Asphalt 
$24.00. Last week, “Big Lift” Capitol despite shower of critical lifter” (U), fair $10,000. Bijou. (City Inv.) (589: $1.20- Jungle” shapes nice while “Robin- 
(20th) (3d wk), $8,000. /kudos. “Comanche Territory” is * St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 60) —'| 7” oF ote: ' ‘74, , 80n Story” is rated good. 


$2.40)\—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (87th 
wk). Aye A to fancy $7,000 
after $6,000 in 86th round. Con- 
tinues. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 55-$1.50) 


—‘‘Asphalt Jungle” (M-G) with 
| Charlie Spivak orch, Georgie Price 


fine at Keith's. , 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew’s) (2,434; 44-85)— 
{Asphalt Jungle” (M-G) plus vaude. 
Disappointing $18,000, despite 
raves from town’s crix. Last week, 


“Woman of Distinction” (Col) and 
“Cargo Capetown” (Col). Trim 
' $15,000. Last week, “Eagle and 
'Hawk” (Par) and “David Harding” 
(Col), $12,000. 


Estimates for This Week 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 60- 
85)\—"G. I. Joe” (EL) (reissue) and 
“Humphrey Take Chance” (Mono). 
Dull $11,000. Last week, “Secret 
Fury” (RKO) and “Great Plane 


World (Indie) (587; 80)—‘Faust 
and Devil” (Col) and (6th wk). Fast | 


ag in final week. Last week, | 


‘Cunfighter’ Bangup At 











“Skipper Surprises Wife’ (M-G) a ) | heading stage bill (2d wk). Doing| Robbery” (UA) (2d wk), $10,000. 
$10 000 R k t hi ; Bi | plus vaude, $18,000. BALTO NG; LAWLESS | s0 we 7 png - yeees Bs . eer aieti an, eee 
. -85)— ' frame that this com s holding a; Gunfighter” ) wk). ay 
; » NOCKEISAIP Dig . Pupont (Lopert) (386; 50-85) $ P ’ 
x ig ) av third. First week light $39,000. off at $11,000. Last week, $23,000. 
| Saath aap-date with Little ‘and 6,000, NO MAN 96 Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75)| Warfield (Loew's) (2,656; 60-85) 


° : / $4,000 day-date with Littl d 
96, Standout In Cincy $33; Meare + agg Resale” Laat 


Cincinnati, June 20. | week, “City Lights” (UA) (reissue) 
Biz is nearly matching last week’s | ‘4th wk), nice $3,500. 


—‘Asphalt Jungle” (M-G). Nice 
$16,000. Last week, “Outriders” 
(M-G), $13,500. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 


— ‘Woman on Pier 13” (RKO). Not 
doing at all well with less than 
$11,000 in prospect for eight days. 
“Tarzan and Slave Girl” (RKO) 


Baltimore, June 20. 


Business here is in an uneventful 
groove with second stanza of 








enerally fav | Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-80)\— “Annie Get Your Gun” drawing : o °° fr = 
fate where "Gechanter! denne, “Comanche Territory” (U). Nice | the weskts top figure to Loew’s opens Friday (23). - -~ Colt 45 pk Ray At i 
brisk. “Asphalt Jungle” looms Okay | $9,000. Last week, “Secret Fury” Century. “Good Humor Man” is eee! X-M” (Lip) (3d wk- Morocco . <a ot Own” 
al Albee. “Rocketship XM” looky | (RKO), $10,000. __ trying hard at the Town and fairish | 4aY9), $6.50. a es on, Tint, anu Wiaaties Tite toa” (hep. S 
big at Grand. “Night and City” is ,Vittle (Lopert) (285; _50-85)— week looms for “No Man of Her aoe (Brandt) (RKO), Doi 13.800. ytnm Sits Pp’ 
in moderate groove “Robinson Story” (EL), Okay $2.- Own” at Stanley. ee ae oe (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— 
Esti , . 500 in day-date with two other | Estimates for This Week considerably better than recent | — St. Francis (Par 400; ‘ 
‘Stimates for This Week houses, but not up to hopes. Last sstimates for Ss we pix here, with okay $12,000 like- | The Lawless” (Par). Great $15,- 
Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75)—) w “Cj i ” “ei Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20-|/ly. Last week, “Please Believe| 000. Last week, “Caged” (WB) 
* , 100; -75)— | week, “City Lights” (UA) (reissue) ~ i 4 , a , 
\sphalt Jungle” (M-G). Okay | (4th wk), $2,000 (60\—"Annie Get Gun” (M-G) (2d/ Me” (M-G), dim $6,000. | (3d wk), slipped to $8,000. 
$1,000. Use of shots of Cincy| Metropolitan (Warner) (1,163; 44-| Wk). Holding exceptionally well at| Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50-; Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,448; 55- 
Walertront, skyline and bridges in 74)—“Back to Bataan” (WB) and $16,000 possibility after a smash | $1.20)—“Rock Island Trail” (Rep) | 85)\—‘Robinson Story” (EL) and 
hn rated special stories and art|“Marine Raiders” (WB) (reissues). Start at $20,200. (3d wk). Down to $9,000, but stays| “Federal Man” (EL). Good $14,- 
in dailies. Last week, “No Man of | Fine $6,000, better than first-runs | Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20-' one more. Last week, mild $10,-| 500. Last week, Bay i 


Own" (Par), same. lof recent weeks. Last week, “South 60)—‘The Lawless” (Par). Slow 500. “Destination Moon” (EL); Town” (U) and 


,.© 4pitol (Mid-States) ( : ~1s : > (TJ) “1 W h $6.000. Last week, “Shadow on opens June 27. tiary” (Col), pleasing $14,500. 

13) — “Gunfighter” tadune heee| vel Gd $5900. Was Shop” wail” (M-G), uneventful $4,700 in, Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20\—| United Artists (No. Coast) (1, 
10.000, Last week, “Love That| Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 44-74)— 5 days. “Quicksand” (UA) and vaude.| 207; 55-85) — “Quicksand” (UA), 
ute’ (20th), so-so $8,500. “Annie Get Gun” (M-G). Hottest Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-65) —| Doing nice $20,000 or near. Last| Oke $7,000. Last week, “D.O.A. 

upcrand (RKO) (1,400; 55-75)—/ thing in town’ with big $25,000. “G1. Joe” (UA) (reissue). Reaching week, “Four Days Leave” (FC) and | (UA) (2d wk), down to $6,500. 

on Ketship X-M” (Lip). Big $9.-| Last week, “Gunfighter” (20th) (2d for $4,500. Last week, “Rock | vaude, slim $13,500. 7 Esquire (No. Coast) (955; 55-85) 
a Last week, “Jackie Robinson | wk), so-so $6 000 for 4 days. Island Trail” (Rep), $4,400. | Paramou... (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) | —“Kettles to Town (U) and 
Story” (EL), ditto. | Playhouse (Lopert) (485; 50-85) New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— | —“‘Secret Fury” (RKO) with Jack| “State Penitentiary” (Col) (m.0.). 
,.Keith’s (Mid-States) (1,542; 55-|—“Saints and Sinners” (Indie). “Gunfighter” (2d wk). Maintaining Carter, Gloria DeHaven, Ray An-| Hefty $7,000. Last week, ‘Co- 
chee wASht and City” (20th), Fair-| Pleasant $7,000. Last week, “No fair pace at $6,000 after $7,700|thony orch onstage. Opens today | manche Territory” (U) and “David 
$7. $6,500. Last week, “Sierra” (U), | Sad Songs” (Col) (4th wk), dwin- preem. |(Wed.). Last week, “Winchester | Harding” (Col), $3,500 for third 
—— ‘died to slight $3,500. | Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75) — §’73” (U) with Patricia Morison, Jan | week downtown. 





(Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 


Palace (RKO) (2 600: - | . | 6 j ” ) : , l h 

bee . 600; 55-75)— (WB) (2,164; 44-74.—!“No Man of: Own” (Par). Mild) Murray, John Payne, Al Donahue; Clay__ ; 

$9 > Umpire” (Col), Moderate “Regie and Hawk” (Par). Satisfac- $9,000. Last week, “Caged” (WB), | orch onstage (2d wk), held well at| “City Lights” (UA) (reissue) (5th 
200. Last week, $10,800. | $52,000 after okay $60,000 opening Down to $3,600. Last week, 





“Champagne for tory $12,000. Last week, “Caged” 
Ul),tiuitnane | (wh) $13,000 ge |" -own (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65) | week. 


>, hubert (Mid-States) (2,100; ; , “ ” | - 90- ) | 

Fe) cee ‘ s 2,100; 55-| T -Lux (T-L) (654; 44-80\— — “Good Humor Man (col),| Park Avenue (U) (583; 90-$1.50), I , ) 

Wares Sierra” (U) (m.o.). Luke- “Winslow Boy’ (EL). Brisk $8,000. Modest $8,000. Last week, “Des-'— “Rocking Horse Winner” (U)| “City Lights” (UA) (reissue) (5th 

Tomal $4,000. Last week, “Ticket Last week, “Bicycle Thief” (Indie) perados” (Col) and “Renegades” (2d_ wk). Initial holdover round) wk). Off to $3,800. Last week, 
“anawk” (20th) (m.o.)., same. | (6th_-wk), nice $4,500. '«Col) (reissues), thin $4,200. ‘ending today (Wed.) is holding in’ sock $4,700. 


wk.). 
big $4,600. 
Larkin (Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 


a4e@sar” 
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Throw away 
that CRYING 

























It’s in Variety’s National 
Box-Office Su rvey (June 14th issue) 


a ANNIE’ is No.1 . 


**Annie Get Your Gun’’ 






























‘BRIDE’ strong No. 2 | 

“Father Of The Bride’’ | 

‘JUNGLE’ makes it . 

“The Asphalt Jungle’’ , 

3 out of 4 for M-G-M! : 

The Trade, “cxHeiTOR MAGAZINE” ) ) 
7 M-G-M FIRST! | 

The Public Agree BEST PRODUCT! 

FAIREST TERMS! 

MG-MIS © rns 


THAN EVER! 
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Det. Still Slow; ‘Girl-Stage NSH 


$95,000, Caged’ Tight 156, ‘Jungle’ 9¢ . 


Detroit, ne ne: 
strong stage show at the Fox 
Poy to push “Good Tiine 
Girl” past a weak session here 
this week. “Father of Bride” is 
slipping off to $16,000 in third 
' at Michigan while “Lawless” 


is 


ek - : 

fons mild at the United Artists. | 
“Caged” looms bright at. the 

Palms. “Asphalt Jungle” is bare- 


iv okay at the Adams. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Mich) (5,000; 80-$1)— 

“Good Time Girl” (FC) plus stage- 

Disappointing $25,000. Last 
week. “Love That Brute” (20th) 
anit “Rapture” (FC), $19,000. 
" Miehigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 


sho 


7-95'—"Father of Bride” (M-G) 
->4 wk). Down to $16,000. Last 
week, solid $18,000. 
Palms (UD) (2,900; 70-95) — 
eCaced’ (WB) and “Panther Is- 


‘Mono). Bright $15,000. Last 
week. “Woman on Pier 13” (RKO) 
and “Savage Horde” (Mono), bright 
$13,000 

United Artists (UD) (2,000; 70- 
95 Lawless” (Par) and ‘Father 
Makes Good” (Col). Mild $10,000. 
last week, “House By River” (Rep) 
and “Gun Crazy” (UA), $8,000. 
Madison (UD) (1,800; 70-95) — 
Sierra” (U) a “Big Sombrero” 
UA). Fair $9,000. Last week, 
“Singing Guns” (Rep) and “Change 
of Heart” (UA) (reissue), $7,000. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)— 


land’ 


“Asphalt Jungle’ (M-G). Oke $9.,- 
000 Last week, “Secret Fury” 
RKO) and “Tillie’s Punctured 
Romance’ (Indie) (reissue) (2d wk), 
$5. 000, 


Downtown (Balaban) (2,900: 70- 


95'— Jackie Robinson Story” (EL) 
i3d wk). Slipping to $6,000. Last 
week, $9,000. 





Westerns Perk Up K.C.; 
‘Colt’ Lusty at $12,000, 
‘Annie’ Hep $11,000, 2d 


Kansas City, June 20. 
Town is a stronghold of west- 
erns, with one version or another 
in tour of the six first-run situa- 


tions. “Colt .45,” at Paramount, | 
likely will get a two-week run. 
“Sierva’’ is moderate at the Tower- 


Uptown - Fairway combo, while 
“Baron of Arizona” is solid at Es- 
quire. In its second week, “Annie 
Get Your Gun” continues standout 


al the Midland. Only non-western | 


cowntown is “D.O.A.” at Missouri. 


Weather dulled trade with highest | 
temperatures of season, hitting 95 | 


on four days in a row. 
Estimates for This Week 


_Esquire (Fox-Midwest) (820; 45- | 


65 a 7 ” 
‘ron of Arizona” (Lip) and | pacific Agent” (Lip). Okay $10,500. | 


“Operation Haylift” (Lip). Solid 
$3.500. Last week, “Fighting Com- 
mand” (Indie) and “Fury in the 
Sky" (Indie) (reissues), $3,300. 
Kime (Dickinson) (550; 50-75)— 


“Tight: Little Island” (U), Fairly 


nice $2,200, and may stay a second. , 


Last week, “Red Shoes” (EL) (3rd 
Wk! in second time around was 
Salistactory $1,500 at 65e¢ top. 


Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65)— | 
Get Gun” (M-G) (2d wk). | 


“Annie 
Holding fairly well at $11,000, big 
for second = stanza. Last 


se $21,000, best here in many 
ioOntThs 


Missouri (RKO) (2.650: 45-65) — | 


eal (Col). Medium $10,000. Last | 


we “Johnny Holiday” (UA) and 
Cry Murder” (FC), $8,500. 


Paramount (United Par) (1,900; | 


4)-65'—“Colt .45” (WB). Got good 
Start” for $12,000 on week, 
“noush to hold a second week. Last 
St pny © 28ea” (WB) (2d wk), good 


\ lower-U ptown-Fairway (Fox Mid- 
RoW §2,100; 2,050; 700; 45-65)— 
yieera” (UW). Light $11,000. Last 
eek. “Tieket Tomahawk” (20th). 
Average $13,000. 


Rocketship’ Wham 116, 
Denver; ‘Robinson’ 166 


. Denver, June 20. 
though only fair, “Robinson 
hoes? in ending biggest total coin 
thee lis week | since playing in 
ie ve theatres, ‘Rocketship X-M” 
oy pe al the Paramount. “Father 
' Bride” is so strong at Broadway 
“ill hold a third. Two cloud- 


JUL Ss . ,oYr 
¢; ia over the weekend hurt 
rade 





2 Estimates for This Week 
», Treadway (Wolfberg) (1,500; 35- 
‘1’ —“Father of Bride’ (M-G) (2d 
‘ive Big $11,000. Holds again. 
ve. week, smash $16,000, and new 
“cord here. 
Denham (Coekrill) (1,750; 35-74) 
Paid ign Full” (Par). Poor $8,- 
‘Continued on page 18) 


+ 


week, | 


and | 





| Key City Grosses 


| Estimated Total Gross . 
| This Week. ..... $2,159,000 
(Based on 23 cities, 201 the- 
atres, chiefly first runs, includ- 
ing N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $2,300,000 
(Based on 24 cities and 201 
theatres. ) 


‘Night’ Smash 
$29,000, Philly 


Philadelphia, June 20. 

Despite an almost complete line- 
up of new product, biz continues 
spotty in first-runs here. The cool- 
est June weekend in 71 years 
helped some. Best newcomer is 
“Night and the City,” which opened 
very strong at the Fox. “Annie 
Get Your Gun” maintained its fast 
pace in second week at the Ran- 
dolph while “Father of Bride” is 
still strong in fourth semester at 
the Boyd. ‘Good Humor Man” is 
sad at the Stanley. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303: 50-99)— 
“Woman on Pier 13” (RKO). Slim 
$7,000. Last week, “Kiss for Cor- 
liss’’ (UA), $4,000. 

Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99) — 
“Father of Bride’? (M-G) (4th wk). 
Fast $12,000. Last week, $15,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99)—‘Spy 
Hunt” (U). Dull $9,000. Last week, 
| ‘Wagonmaster” (RKO), $10,500. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)—“Night 
and City” (20th). Sock $25,000. 
Last week, “Love That Brute” 
| (20th), $15,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
99)—‘‘Please Believe Me” (M-G). 
| Mild $9,000. Last week, “Johnny 
| Holiday” (UA) (2d wk), $6,500. 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-99) 
—‘So Young, So Bad” (UA) (2d wk). 











Down to $5,000 after nice $9,000 | 
(WB) (4,360; 50-99)— | 


getaway. 
Mastbaum 
“The Torch” 


(EL). Dim $9,500. 


Last week, “The Capture” (RKO), | 


$9.200. 
Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 50- 
99)—“‘Annie Get Gun” (M-G) (2d 


wk). Big $26,000 after rousing | 
$35,000 opener. 
Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-99)— 


“Good Humor Man” (Col). Sad 

| $9.000. Last week, “Caged” (WB) 
(2d wk), $8,500. 
Stanton (WB) (1,475; 

“Kill Umpire” (Col) and “Western 


| Last week, “This Side of Law” 


| (WB), $9,500. 


| “Cinderella” (RKO) (13th wk). 


| School closing sustaining run here’ 45-65)—“Big Lift” (20th). 
at $5,000. Last week, fine $5,300. | $11,000. Last week, “Captain Carey 





‘Bride’ Loud $22,000 In 
Mont’l; ‘Midnight’ 186 
Montreal, June 20. 
New entries in most houses this 


| 
i 


| “Square 
| Big $13,000. 


Slave Girl” (RKO) and “Harbor 
Missing Men” (Col), $12,000. 
Eg*i:ton, Victoria (FP) (1,180; | 
1,140; 35-87)—“Beau Geste” (Par) 
and “Lives Bengal Lancer” (Par) 
(reissues Big $10,000. Last 


| ‘Robinson’ Sock $30,000, 


Toronto; ‘Eagle’ $12,500 


wep Toronto, June 20. 
With influx of top product, biz 
as zoomed this week to top re- 
turns, notably “Jackie Robinson 
Story” terrific in  four-theatre 


jcombo. Also in the upper brackéts 


are “Eagle and Hawk,” “Damned 
Don’t Cry” and “Asphalt Jungle.” 


‘Kind Hearts and Coronets” is do- 


ing near capacity. 
Estimates for This Week 
Danforth, Fairlawn, 


Story” (EL). Smash $30,000. Last 
week, subsequent-run. 

Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
State (Taylor) (1,059; 955; 698; 
694; 33-57)—“D. O. A.” (UA) and 
Dance Katie” (Mono). 
Last week, “Tarzan 


week, “Cure for Love” (Indie) (2d 


'wk), poor $6,200. 


' 


Hyland (Rank) (1,357; 46-77) — 


“Kind Hearts and Coronets” (EL). | 


Near capacity $8,000. Last week, 
“Tight Little Island” (U) (9th wk), 
$5,000. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373; 37-59) — 
“Eagle and Hawk” (Par). Fine 
$12,500. Last week, ‘Kill Umpire” 
(Col) (2d wk), okay $6,000 in 4 
days. 
“Asphalt (M-G). Neat 
$8,500. 
prised Wife” 

Nortown, University 


Jungle”’ 


(M-G), poor $6,000. 
(FP) (959; 


1.556; 38-67)—“Love That Brute” | 


Last week, 
(2d wk), 


(20th). Light $6,500. 
“No Sad Songs” (Col) 


_ ditto. 


“Please Believe Me’ (M-G). 


| 
} 


' 


| rousing total. 
50-99)— 


} 


| 
| 
! 


week are helping to cheer up ex-. 


hibitors here. Standout is “Father 
of Bride” with smash session at 
Loew’s. “After Midnight” also is 
sock at Capitol. 
Estimates for This Week 

Palace (C.T.) (2,625; 34-60)— 
“Believe Me” (M-G). Sad $8,000. 
Last week. ‘“‘Woman of Distinction” 
(Col), fair $13,000.: 

Capitol (C.T.) (2.412; 34-60)— 
“After Midnight” (Par). Sock $18.,- 
000. Last week, “Man With Horn” 


(WB) (2d wk). okay $11,000. 
Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 34-60)— 
“Outriders” (M-G). Fair $10,000. 


Last week, “Robinson Story” 
(2d wk), big drop to mild $6,000. 

Loew's (‘C.T.) (2,855; 40-65)— 
“Father of Bride’ (M-G). asl 
$22,000. Last week, “Big Lift” 
(20th), $15,000. 

Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 34-60)— 
“Dakota Lil” (20th) and “Shop- 
lifter’ (U) (2d wk). Down to $5,000 
after solid first at $9,000. 

Orpheum (C.T.) (1,040; 34-60)— 
“Champagne for Caesar’ (UA) and 
“Tattooed Stranger” (UA). Slow 
$4.000. Last week. “Johnny Holi- 
day” (UA) and “Girl in Million” 
(UA), same. 





Widmark As ‘Courier’ 
Hollywood, June 20. 

Richard Widmark’s next starrer 
for 20th-Fox will be “Diplomatic 
Courier,” a yarn about internation- 
al skullduggery in the Balkins. 

Liam O’Brien is doing the 
screenplay for production by Casey 
) Robinson, 


(EL) 


Smash , 


Shea’s (FP) (2,386; 38-67) — 
“Damned Don’t Cry” (WB). Nice 
$9,500. Last week, “Secret Fury” 
(RKO), $8,000. 

Uptewn (Loew) (2,743; 42-75) — 


$5,000. Last week, “Johnny Holi- 
day,”’ (UA), $4.500. 





“Annie Sturdy 


$19,000, L’ville 


Louisville, June 20. °*| 


“Annie Get Your Gun” is the 
biggest thing that has hit the main 
stem in many weeks, but down- 
pour Sunday (18), which knocked 
down all downtown grosses, will 
keep the musical from racking up 
terrific session. Still room to grab 

“Big Lift” at Rialto 
is fairish. 


Estimates for This Week 
Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200 
45-65)—“Fortunes Captain Blood’ 
(Col). Modest $6,500. Last week, 


(3,000; 
Fairish 


Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 50-99)—)| “Caged” (WB), okay $7,500. 


Rialto (Fourth Avenue) 


(Par) and “4 Days Leave” (FC), 
$9,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65)— 
“Annie Get Gun” (M-G). *Teed off 


to bumper biz, but took it on chin) 
Sunday (18) with heavy downpours | 
at showtime. But solid $19,000 any- | 


way. Last week, “Outriders” 
(M-G) and “Please Believe Me” 
(M-G, $8,500. 

Strand (FA) (1,400; 45-65) — 
“Bells Coronado” (Rep) and 
“House By. River” (Rep). Light 


$4,000. Last week, “Young Lovers” 
(EL) and “Golden Gloves Story” 
(EL), $4,500. 





‘Annie’ Cheers Pitt 
$6,000; ‘Gunfighter’ Rugged at 116 


Pittsburgh, June 20. 


Looks like old times again at the 
Penn with “Annie Get Your Gun,” 
the biggest thing in the straight 
picture fare here for a long time. 
Cinch for a second week here. 
“Gunfighter” is helping the Harris 
to its best week in couple of 
months while “Eagle and Hawk’”’ 
looks fair at Stanley. Nothing big 
looms for “Rock Island Trail’ at 
Fulton, however, in face of stiff 
competition. 

Estimates for This Week 


Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 45-80) — 
“Rock Island Trail” (Rep). No 
names and little business either. 
Will be lucky to go over $4,000. 
Last week, “D.O.A.” (UA), $7,200 
in 10 days. 

Harris 
“Gunfighter” (20th). Generally 
good notices and with Gregory 


Humber, | 
Odeon (Rank) (1,330; 1,165, 1,201; | 
2.390; 48-$1.15)—“Jackie Robinson | 


Loew’s (Loew) (2,096; 38-67) — | 
Last week, “Skipper Sur- | 


Poor | 


(Harris) (2,200; 45-80)— 


Streetcar Strike Slaps L.A., With | 
Shrine Meet No Help; ‘Night’ Dark 
$36,000, Peggy’ 196, ‘One-Eye’ 176 


Los Angeles, June 20. 

| Downtown area deluxers are 
| being sloughed badly by streetcar 
| strike, with the Shrine convention 
|apparently bringing in no addi- 
| tional biz. Result is that the over- 
| all gross picture this sessicn is far 
from fancy. Best of new bills is 
| “Night and City,” with moderate 
| $36,000 in five theatres. 

Badly hurt by strike are “Kill 
|; the Umpire” with slim $16,000 in 
| two locations and “Johnny One- 
Eye” with $17,000 in three. “Peg- 
gy” also is very low with $19,000 
in five sites. 

“Annie Get Gun” continues to 
show strength in third frame for 


Cleve. Goes For 
two houses, with $27,000. It is 


Bride, $20,000 
IT é, v9 ‘especially fine at the Egyptian. 


| “Caged” is down to $21,000 for 
second round, three sites. 
Estimates for This Week 
Los Angeles, Chinese, Uptown, 
Loyola, Wilshire (FWC) (2,087; 2.- 





% : Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
This Week........ .$457,000 
(Based on 17 theatres.) 
Last Year $461,000 
(Based on 17 theatres.) 








Cleveland, June 20. 
Marksmanship of current bills | 
falls into the average classification 
with exception of “Gunfighttr,’ | 
which is bright at the Palace and 


we oo 048; 1,719; 1,248; 2,296; 60-$1)—~ 
 Steneet of Bride.” very big at the | «Night and City” (20th), Mild $36.- 
. 4 ely will hold. 000. Last k. “L That Brute” 
“Congolaise” looks mild at Hipp. | (oth) clim $99,900). Sat Brute 
Both Allen’s “Good Humor Man” , Slim $22, : 


Hollywood, Downtown, Wiltern 
(WB) (2,756; 1,757; 2,344; 60-$1)— 
“Caged” (WB) (2d wk). Off to $21,- 
000. Last week, snappy $39,600. 

Loew’s State, Egyptian (UA) (2,- 


and “Kid From Texas” at Stillman 
are riding in a rut. 
Estimates for This Week 
Allen (Warners) (3,000; 55-75) — 


“Good Humor Man” (Col). NSG! 404; 1,538; 60-$1)\—“Annie Get 
'$10,000. Last week, ‘Fortunes Gun”. (M-G) (3d wk). Nice $27,000. 
Captain Blood’ (Col), $10,500. | Last week, smooth $32,400. 
Esquire (Community) (704; 55-| Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2,- 
75\—"Messenger of Peace” (In- | 890; 2,812; 50-$1)—“Kill Umpire” 
die). Scrawny $1,500. Last week, (Col) and “Destination Murder’ 
“Winslow Boy” (EL) (2d. wk), (RKO). Slight $16,000. Last week, 
$2,500. “Good Humor Man” (Col) and “Ar- 
Hipp (Warners) (3.700: 55-75) aa mored Car Robbery” (RKO). $19,- 
“Congolaise” (FC). Just getting 200. 
‘by with $11,000. Last week, Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
'“Caged” (WB), good $17,500. mounts, Manchester (F&M) (3,398; 
|_ Lower Mall (Community) (565; | 1,451; 1,668; 40-$1)—“Johnny One- 
55-75) — “Springtime in Park Eye” (UA) and “Sideshow” (Mono). 
/Lane” (EL). Fair $5.000. Last Third house added for run. Slow, 
| week, “Strangers in House” (In- $17,000, Last week, “Rock Island 
| die), $1,500. | Trial (Rep) and “Congolaise 
| Ohio (Loew's) (1,205; 55-75) —| ‘FC,) only $12,000. 
'“It Ain’t Hay” (U) and “Here, Orpheum, Forum, Beverly Hills, 
| Come Co-Eds” (U) (reissues). Poor Hawaii (Metropolitan) (2,210; 2,100; 


834; 1,106; 50-$1)—“The Torch” 
(EL) and “Kill or Be Killed” (EL) 
(2d wk-4 days). Down to dim $9,- 


| $4,000. Last week, “Asphalt Jun- | 
gle” (M-G) (m.o.), ordinary $6,000. | 


“Guificnter” (20th. Bright $16. 000. Last week, good $29,800. 
, a coin callin rt United Artists, Ritz, Vogue, 
000. Last week, “Love That Brute” | “ ; 
: 5 Studio City, Culver (UA-FWC) 
(20th), not loved much at $8,500. (2,100: 1,370: 885: 1.145; 60-$1) 
State (Loew's) (3,450; 55-75) — poco Wy) and “Rhyth “Hits 
. “Father of Bride” (M-G). Rousing eBey an yen — 


Ice” (Rep) (reissue). Dull $19,000. 


$20,000 or near. Last week, “Avengers” (Rep) and 


Rates holdover. 


|Last week, “No Man of Own’ (4°: 5 

(Par), quite a dip at $10,000. Arizona: Cowboy" (Rep), scant 
Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700; 55-75) bio ios ; 

“Kid From Texas” (Rep). Erratic.’ , Four Star (UA) (900; 60-$1)— 

'$5,000. Last week, “Lawless” “Caught in Foreign Legion” (In- 

(Par), $6,000. die). Small $1,500 or near. Last 


week, “Pagliacci” (Indie) and “Ca- 
| valleria Rusticana”’ (Indie) (3d wk- 
‘4 days), $700. 


‘BRIDE’ WOW $18,000, 





Arts, Guild (FWC) (679; 
SEATTLE; “CAGED® 96 fr Tite ss'so0. “tase “week, 





With Terrif 


Seattle, June 20. | “Paloma” (Indie), $1,300. 
erat is wilting biz at anaet, apete 
this week but “Father o ride” | ° 
is doing a great job of going Hub Continues to Lag; 
| against the tide. It shapes smash ‘ . me 
at Music Hall, greatest total in| Gunfi hter Dim $11 500 
tewn for months. a Gunfight- | g ’ ’ 
er” is big at Fifth Avenue. | 6 ’ 
Estimates for This Week Caged Very Stout 206 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800; 59- | eetin Be 20 
84)—“Comanche Territory” (U)) pi, ig still off h “e adh ~ 
im. o) Fle C06 int ok; LL... 
“Colt 45” (WB) and “Destination first-run houses back to reissue or 
Big House” (Rep) (3d wk), good second-run policy. New product is 
Ce aE CORE oy EN 
igh 2 ; e " at Para nt andeFenway 
Pa oD hen 9 oe on fair and “Curtain Call at Cactus 
“Operation Haylift” (Lip). Weak Creek” at Memorial slow. “Gun- 
war A fighter” at Met looks dull. 
(Continued on page 18) Estimates for This Week 
j — oT a ee ee Boston (RKO) (3,200: 40-85) — 
“Spy Hunt” (U) and “Riders in 
Sky” (Col). Slow $8,000. Last 
week, “Sierra” (U) and “Her . 
Wonderful Lie” (Col), $7,000. 
Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85) — 
“Caged” (WB) and “Sleepy Time 
Gal” (Indie). Good $6,000. Last 
week, “Lawless” (Par) and “Twi- 
light in Sierras’ (Rep), $3,000. _ 
Peck for marquee pull should grab* Memorial (RKO) (3,500; 40-85'— 
around $11,000, best here in couple “Curtain Call Cactus Creek” (U) 
of months. May hold for a few and “Laughing Lady” (Indie). Not 
extra days. Last week, “Sierra” more than $10,000, slow. Last 
(U), $5,000. week, “Love That Brute” (20th) and 
Penn (Loew's) (3.300: 45-80) — “Rapture” (FC), $9,200. 
“Annie Get Gun” (M-G). Just like Metropolitan (NET) (4,367; 40- 
old times, and heading for terrific 85)—“The Gunfighter” (20th) and 
$26,000. They were lined up “Side Show” (Mono). Dull $11,500. 
around the block over weekend, Last week, “No Man of Own” (Par) 
and that has not happened here and “Pistol Packing Mama (Indie), 
in a year or more. Stays second $12,000. * 
week and then goes to the Ritz for Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85) 


two more. Last week, “Asphait —‘Annie Get Gun” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Jungle” (M-G), $12,000. . Holding up fairly well with $16,000 
Stanley (WB) (3,800: 45-80) — after oke $20,000 last week. , 
“Eagle and Hawk” (Par). Fair at Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 
around $10,000. Last week, “Caged” —*Caged” (WB) and “Sleepy Time 
(WB), $13,500, sizable here these Gal” (Indie). Fancy $14,000. Last 
days. week, “Lawless” (Par) and “Twi- 
Warner (WB) (2.000: 45-80) — light in Sierras” (Rep), $7,200. 
“Caged” (WB) (m.o.). Nice $6,500, State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85) 
Last week, “Paid in Full” (Par), “Annie Get Gun” (M-G) (2d_ wk). 
same, ‘About $9,000 after neat $13,500. 


— 
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Argentine Film Boxoffice Stays 
Good Despite Hoary Age of U.S. Pix 


Buenos Aires, June 13. 
Motion picture grosses continue 
exceptional here particularly in 
view of the fact that the U. S. films 
being shown are several years old. 


“Spellbound” (SRO) at the Opera | 


grossed $9,000 in the first week of 


an 18-day run while “Casablanca” | 


(WB) marked up over $5,000 at 
the smaller Ideal in its first week 
after starting run on May 16. “The 
Egg and I” (U) did $5,625 in the 
initial week at the 900-seat Troc- 
adero. 

Of the 12 first-run theatres, six 
are showing Argentine-made pix, 
some of which have done near-Cca- 
pacity biz. 

“El Seductor” (Interamericana) 
grossed $35,000 in the first two 
weeks at the Gran Rex. “La Ven- 
dedora de Fantasias” (Sono), now 
in its fifth week at the Ocean, 
broke the house record by doing 
$38,850 in the first three weeks. 
“Arrabalera” (AAA), in seventh 
week at the Ambassador, had 
grossed $37,500 in the first four 
weeks. 


The entertainment board has | 
nixed a reissue of “Dreyfus” for 
the of Buenos Aires, which | 
only means that the interest of fans | 
will be whetted. Also that they 
will be driving over to see it in any 
of the provincially located suburbs. 
The picture was exhibited some- 
time ago in Buenos Aires. 


‘Sorrento’ Smash Hit 
In London But ‘City’ 
Gets Cautious Press 


London, June 20. 

“The Golden City,” new British 
musical, which was launched at 
the Adelphi last Thursday (15) is a 
triumph of staging over material. 
It is a magnificent spectacle, with 
brilliantly handled crowd scenes, 
exciting dances, conceived by 
Robert Helpmann, and. colorfully 
costumed. Rave opening night re- 
ception, followed by a cautious 
press, indicates the show has even 
chance of succeeding. 


Written and composed by John 
Tore, the story of the South Afri- 
can gold rush days lacks wit. Many 
numbers are too ordinary to click. 
Performances are variable, but 
Norman Lawrence makes a virile 
hero. Show is_ presented by} 
Stephen Mitchell and impeccably | 
produced by Michael Benthall and | 
Robert Helpmann. 


‘ Seagulls Over Sorrento,” a naval | 
comedy by actor Hugh Hastings, | 
opened at Apollo, June 14, after 
short provincial tour. Show pre | 
sented by George & Alfred Black | 
and H. M. Tennent, Ltd., is well | 


directed by Wallace Douglas and | 


rity 
way 





provides plenty of laughter with | 


underlying 
ald Shiner, 


serious theme. Ron- 


fresh from 


as a Cockney sailor with equally 
meritorious support from eight 
others in all-male cast. 
reception denotes it will defy heat- 
wave or other drawbacks. Press 
Was unanimously favorable. . 





; Sharin’s shorts 


Turn Down West Germany 
Plan to Slash U.S. Pix 


Climaxing a bitter fight over 
how much Hollywood product can 
be brought into western Germany, 
the Allied High Commission Fri- 


day (16) flatly rejected a request | 


of the Bonn government’s Minister 
of Economics that American film 
imports should be limited to 100 
features. Of this figure, U. S. ma- 
jors would be allotted 80 and in- 
dependents 20. Suggestion also 
restricted °ll other imports to 70, 


of which .ie British were permit-. 


ted 30. 


In disregarding the request, the. 


Commission explained that motion 
pictures are an information me- 
dium, and it’s highly undesirable 
to limit their free flow. 

Bonn Economics Minister main- 
tained that unless the present 160 
annual permits accorded Hollywood 
is sliced, accruing remittances 
would strain the west German 
economy. He also claimed that 


the domestic industry would pro- | 


duce 60 films next year, thus fill- 
ing the breach. However, observ- 
ers feel that this output will more 
likely be 20 than 60. 


+ 


| zone, 
| Prime Minister Menzies has addi- 
| tional plans covering the revalua- 


four | 
years of ‘““‘Worm’s Eye View,” ex- | 
cels previous RAF characterization | 


First night | 


_ French playing time quota and a 
‘cut in the duty, 





Idle Studio Workers In 
| England to New Peak 


London, June 14. 
Unemployment among British 
film technicians has reached a new 
peak. Latest figures published in 
London last week by the Assn. of 
Cinematograph and Allied Tech- 
nicians give the current total as 
995, which is 183 more than in the 
last two months. New rise is 
mainly because of the closing of 
Gaumont-British Animation and 
also the Gaumont-British Labs, 
affecting several hundred workers. 
Since the figures were compiled, 
another 48 technicians have gone 
back to work, some of them on the 
union’s first co-operative produc- 

tion, ‘““Green Grow the Rushes.” 


30% Coin Freeze 


For Aussie Seen 


Sydney, June 15. 

Fnancial circles here hear that 
the Robert Menzies’ government 
will raise the Aussie pound next 
month by 15%. Plan is proposed 
to permit more purchasing power 
abroad, especially in the British 
although understood that 





tion of the Aussie pound in rela- 
tion to the dollar. Current pound- 
dollar rate is in the vicinity of 
three dollars to the local pound. 

He is expected to visit the U. S. 
shortly to float a major dollar loan 
for Australia. Lo#al pie industry 
is hopeful that Menzies will soon 
unfreeze some of the impounded 
coin, presently scaled on 50% 
basis. Figure may change to 30% 
by the end of this year, leaving 
70% out of country. 

In the live talent field hopes are 
also high that the Aussie govern- 
ment will agree to a bigger dollar 


takeaway than that now operating | 


—$3,000 dollars per imported top- 
liner. It is also hoped that changed 
dollar takeaway would be 
means of permitting more toprank 
U. S. stars to play this zone on the 
understanding that all earnings, 
apart from tax deduction, could be 
taken from this country. 


SHARIN SEES AUSTRIA 
IN PRODUCTION UPBEA 


While Italy as a location site for 
American filmmakers is way out in 
front, Austria also has been com- 
ing in for producers’ attention, ac- 
cording to Eugen Sharin who ar- 
rived in N. Y. last week with some 





} 


shorts he made in Vienna for TV. | 


He revealed that Sir Alexander 
Korda has been shooting “Wonder 


Child” in the Tyrol and two other | 


big-budgeters may start’ soon. 
Sharin feels that studio space in 
Vienna will be at a premium soon 
and technicians’ salaries are bound | 
to jump upward. 
in 
which the Salzburg Marionettes ap- | 
| peared as well as a similar num- | 
ber starring the Vienna Choir! 
‘Boys. In a deal closed in New| 
York Monday (19), Telinvest, Inc., 
took an option on the global rights | 
of whole group. Pix were backed | 
by Film Music, Inc., of Cleveland. 
and Sharin feels that the one-reel- | 
ers would have cost four times as 
much if made in the U. S, | 
Sharin disclosed that he’s ready- 
ing a full-length feature in which | 
the Vienna Choir Boys will be) 
starred. It likely will start in Au-| 
gust in the Austrian Alps. 


include six 





U.S. Pix Ask New French Pact 


Washington, June 20. 

U. S. Embassy in Paris is expect- 
ed to lodge a formal request with 
the French government to reopen | 
the 1948 Franco-American films 
agreement. Embassy received au- | 
thorization from the State Depart- 
ment this week to do this. 

Under the accord, U. S. majors 
are allowed to bring in 110 pictures | 
to France. Indies split 11 more per- | 
mits among themselves. American | 
companies probably will ask great- | 
er film allocation, reduction in 


i 
} 


| 


| 
| 
| 


the | 


‘ 9° ° 
Carvallo’ in Mild Preem 
Edinburgh, June 13. 
Directed by Sir Laurence Olivier, 
'a new comedy, “Captain Carvallo,” 
preemed here last night (12) to 
mild reception by crix. Play is set 
against a background of civil war 
in nameless European state. James 
Denald plays the romantically-in- 
clined enemy captain, billeted in 


| 


farmhouse and falling in love with 


'farmer’s wife (Diana Wynyard). 

| Donald is standout as Carvallo. 

Australian Peter Finch plays a pro- 

fessor of biology. Richard Goolden 

is the farmer. 
First-night liked 


audience the 


piece, with director Sir Olivier in| 


attendance. 


UA's 6,750-Seat 


Cuban Showcase 


United Artists’ Cuban showcase 
starting June 26 will be the 6,750- 
seat Blanquita theatre, it was dis- 
closed in New York last week by 
the company’s exec-veepee Arthur 
W. Kelly. Covering some 14 pic- 
tures including “City Lights,” the 
deal was negotiated by UA Cuban 
manager Henry Weiner with 
Tomas Hornedo, operating head of 
the house. It is part of a two-way 
booking arrangement which also 
embraces the Fausto theatre. Both 
houses will play UA product day- 
and-date. 

Switch to films represents a 
policy change for the Blanquita 
which was built six months ago to 
house spectacular stage plays, ice 
carnivals, ete. Reportedly the 
world’s largest theatre, it is located 
in Marianao, a Havana suburb. 
New format calls for a _ pattern 
similar to the Radio City Music 
Hall, N. Y. 

Deal has several favorable as- 
pects for UA. Not only does it as- 
sure the distrib to firstrun Havana 
outlets, but the company is also 
likely to garner considerable ad- 
vertising and publicity since the 
Blanquita’s Owner is newspaper 
publisher Alfredo Hornedo Suarez. 


VIENNA STILL LEANS 
HEAVILY ON U.S. PIX 


Vienna, June 13. 
Because of the dearth of new 
Austrian and German films, the 
Viennese film houses are still re- 
| lying heavily on Hollywood prod- 
1 uct, 








isal’s “Song of Scheherezade,” “The 
Suspect,” and “This Love of Ours”; 
|Paramount’s “Sign of the Cross’; 
| 20th-Fox’s “Stormy Weather,” “‘Ad- 
‘ventures of Casanova,” “Dancing 
| Masters,” “Letter to Three Wives,” 
‘and “Cluny Brown”; Metro’s “The 
Yearling,” “Cass Timberlane” and 
| “Easter Parade,” and Columbia’s 
| “The Swordsman,” “‘Lust for Gold,” 
\“Last Round-Up” and “Louisiana 
Story.” 

By way of comparison, there are 
; only two English pictures current 
| being Eagle Lion’s ““No Orchids for 
|Miss Blandish” and “Calling Paul 
Temple.” 








Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, June 20. 


“Background,” Westminister (5). 
“Beau Strategem,” Lyric (60). 
“Brigadoon,” Majesty’s (62). 
“Carousel,” Drury Lane (2). 
“Castle in Air,” Savoy (28). 
“Cocktail Party,” New (7): 
“Eliz. Slept Here,” Strand (34). 
“Excellency,” Princes (4). 
“Fallen Angels,” Ambass. (28). 
“Folies Bergere,” Hipp. (37). 
“Golden City,” Adelphi (1). 
“Harvey,” Piccadilly (77). 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (73). 
“Holly and Ivy,” Duchess (6). 
“Home at Seven,” W’ham (15). 
“Ice-Capades,” Empress (4). 
“King Rhapsody,” Palace (40). 
“Knights Madness,” Vic. Pal. (14). 
“Latin Quarter,” Casino (14). 
“Mr. Gillie,” Garrick (15). 
“Oklahoma!” Stoll (159). 

“On Mon. Next,” Comedy (25). 
“Ring Round Moon,” Globe (21). 
“Seagulls Sorrento,” Apollo (1). 
“Streetcar,” Aldwych (37). 
“Traveller’s Joy,” Criterion (106). 
“Treasure Hunt,” St. Mart. (40). 


most of pix being synchro- | 
inized in the German language. The | 
|theatres here are showing Univer- | 


London Cinema Trade Holds Nicely 
Despite Heat; ‘Odette’ Stout $10,500, 





‘Iwo Jima’ Mexico Preem 
Draws Attention 2 Ways 


Mexico City, June 13. 
Republic’s grand ballyhoo for 
| Mexican preem of “Sands of Iwo 
| Jima” at Cine Alameda here, 
\featuring battle-dressed regular 
| Mexican soldiers, tanks and anti- 
| aircraft units, sold the pic solid and 
|garnered opening gross of $2,890 
lat 57c. per but irked two dailies 
here. The papers charged commer- 
cialization of Mexican troops to ex- 
ploit an American war picture. 

Ballyhoo was engineered by Ed- 
uardo V. Vidal, Republic’s local 
manager, and Walter H. Manley, of 
Rep’s N. Y. office. 





‘ 


Hoyts After Brit. 
~ Films for Aussie 


Sydney, dune 7. 
Ernest Turnbull, chief of the 
Hoyts’ cinema loop, planes back to 
his home base June 10 after a rush 
London visit. It is understood here 
that Turnbull has made some deals 





for British pix to play on the cir- | 


cuit after Greater Union took J. Ar- 
thur Rank product away from 20th- 
Fox. Rank holds a big interest in 
GU and the distribution unit un- 
der its tent, British Empire Films. 
Unconfirmed reports say that 
Turnbull has made a bigger deal 
with British Dominion Films for 
Aussie and may have a tieup with 
the C. M. Woolfe interests. Any 
product hooked by Turnbull would 
go through 20th-Fox, which has a 
big stake in Hoyts. 
| Recently, 20th-Fox secured the 
Aussie franchise for Republic prod- 
uct formerly handled by British 
Empire Films. This product will 
now go out on the Hoyts’ chain. 
Local pic interests expect a major 
distribution deal to break soon for 
British Empire Films. 


BOGART MAY DO NEXT 
PIC IN PARIS, LONDO 


London, June 13. 

_ After four days here, Robert 
Lord, Humphrey Bogart’s partner 
in Santana Productions, left for a 
short trip to Paris and planed from 
there to Syria, surveying locations 
for their next production, “Si- 
rocco.” After 10 to 14 days in 
| Beirut, Lord will plane back to 
Hollywood via Cairo. Soon after 
| his return, he will decide whether 
this picture, which is budgeted at 
| $1,400,000, will be made in Britain, 
France or Hollywood. If a Euro- 
pean production, location work will 
be in Syria. If decided to do 
studio lensing in Hollywood, the 
| Syrian locations will only be used 
|if they are sufficiently distinctive 
| to justify the additional expendi- 
ture. 





Frozen coin will be used by both | 


Santana and Columbia, which will 
| distribute if the film is made in 
Europe. The only player set is 
| Bogart, but Lord is looking over 
potential talent both here and in 
|Paris. Curtis Bernhardt has been 
| inked as director. 


‘Red Shoes’ Star Heads 
Cast of ‘Hoffmann’ Film 


London, June 13. 
and Pressburger have 





Powell 





their new production, “Tales of 
Hoffmann,” which goes on the floor 
/next month. Moira Shearer heads 
the cast as Olympia, the puppet 
|doll, while other prominent dancers 
|are French ballerina’ Ludmilla 
;Tcherina, Leonide Massine, Robert 
|Helpmann and Frederick Ashton. 
Latter is also responsible for the 
choreography. 

| Sir Thomas Beecham has been 
/inked as musical director and will 


the original “Red Shoes” team for | 


‘Dance’- City $8,501) ‘Stage’ 7G, 3d 


London, June 12. 

With one or two exceptions the 
boxoffice dip expected from the 
heat wave, which arrived here last 
week, was not as drastic as had 
| been expected. On the contrary, 
new bills did surprisingly well, 
| Where double feature bills are run- 
| ning, the take was well up to aver- 
| age. 
| Outstanding hit of the week was 
|the new Wilcox film, “Odette,” 
| which opened to a very substantial 
| $10,500 at the Plaza. This is ex- 
| cluding the opening Royal preem 
|night, when the money went to 
| charity. Other British winner 
'was “So Long at the Fair,” at the 
| Leicester Square, first round being 
' slightly less than $10,000. Cone 
tinues at substantial pace. 

For the second time, a Metro pic 
at the Empire has been pulled 
after a fortnight, this being ‘‘Key 
to City,” which did only $10,600 in 
its second week, despite a big stage 
show. A new double bill, at the 
| Odeon, Marble Arch, the British- 
' made “Dance Hall™and Universal’s 
| “Sleeping City” opened to a hand- 
|some $8,500. “Stage Fright” did 
| average $7,000 in third session at 
| the Warner. 

Estimates do not include admis- 
|sion tax. Admission prices listed 
are inclusive of tax. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Carlton (Par) (1,128; 65-$1.60)— 
“Too Dangerous to Love” (WB). 
| New low for season, with barely 
| $1,000 opening week. “‘My Daugh- 
ter Joy” (BL), British-made Ed- 
| ward G. Robinson starrer, moves in 
i; June 16. 
| Empire (Metro) (3,099; 50-$1.60) 
|; —‘*Key to City’ (M-G) and stage- 
show (2d wk). Very modest $10,- 
600, well below average for house. 
“Father of Bride” (M-G) and new 
stageshow opened today (12). 
| Gaumont (CMA) (1,500; 45-$1.60) 
—“Deported” (U) and “Double 

Crossbones” (U) (3d wk). Okay 

| $4,700. “Night and City” (20th), 
new British thriller opens June 15. 

Leicester Square Theatre (CMA) 

(1,753; 45-$160—‘“So Long at 
Fair’ (GFD). Handsome $9,800 in 
first week, lines despite heat wave. 
Continues. 

London Pavilion (UA) (1,217; 45- 
$1.60)—“‘Baby Makes Three” (Col) 
| and “Man from Nevada” (Col). 
| Opened at peak of hot weather to 
| finish at modest $3,300 in first 
| week. Continues: 

Odeon Leicester Square (CMA) 
(2,200; 45-$1.60)—“‘Mrs. Mike” 
(UA) and “Johnny Holiday” (UA) 
(3d wk). Strong double bill, with 
$7,000 this round. ‘No Sad Songs” 
(Col) and “Woman of Distinction” 
(Col) comes in June 15. 

Odeon, Marble Arch (CMA) (2,- 
200; 45-$1.60)—“‘Dance Hall” (GFD) 
and “Sleeping City’ (U). This 
Anglo-American double bill started 
off with a hefty $8,500. Holding 
firmly. 

Plaza (Par) (1,902; 65-$1.60)— 
“Odette” (BL). Royal preem and 
rave notices got this big play open- 
ing week, with $10,500. Continues 
indef. 

Warner (WB) (1,735; 45-$1.60)— 
“Stage Fright” (WB) (3d wk). 
Down to average $7,000 after gross- 
ing $9,000 in second round. Holds 
| another week. 


_Monteux to Baton Ballet; 
Babilee Signed for U.S. 


Paris, June 13. 

Pierre Monteux, conductor of the 
San Francisco Symphony, will be 
guest conductor for the Marquis de 
Cuevas’ Grand Ballet, when the 
troupe dances in Holland July 2-16. 
Monteux will conduct for Igor Stra- 
vinsky’s “Petrouchka,”’ for which 
he batoned when Serge Diaghileff 
preemed the work over 40 years 
ago. 

Grand Ballet has a full summer 
of touring set, before it makes its 
first U. S. appearance in the fall. 
Troupe is currently in Spain, and 
will follow with vists to France (in- 
| cluding a week in Paris at the The- 
| atre des Champs Elysees July 31- 
/Aug. 6) and Scotland (at Edin- 
| burgh Festival Aug. 28-Sept. 2). 
Ballet is set for a four-week run 
in N. Y., under Messrs. Shubert 














“Venus Observed,” St. J’m’s (22),, conduct the Royal Philharmonic | aegis, starting Oct. 30. For its U.S. 


“Way Things Go,” Phoenix (16). 


| Orchestra. “Hoffmann” will be a 


| tour, troupe has strengthened itself 


“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (165). | film in which the score is the | by signing on Jean Babilee, leading 


Closed Last Week 
“Hat Trick,” Duke York’s (3). 


‘master with the visual film to be 
| shot virtually silent. 


|dancer of Ballets des 


Champs 
| Elysees. 





Wednesday, June 21, 





ane Fe 

















AAAPAPPEP OLED 





wee 








' 
: 
: 
; 
; 


™e FLAME : ™ FLAME 
meARROW <= Me SPARROW | 


r Cc ; 
ECM COLOR eecenigouoe 


BEFORE 
YOUR EYES 


fee Onee ee Seer oe ae 


45 


COLOR BY 
TECHNICOLOR 





meARROW 


TECHNICOLOR 


NORMA -F.R PROD. 




















16 PICTURES 


Wednesday, June 21, 1950 


LARIETY 











Skouras Sees 


Continued 





motion picture remained the prime 
draw. 


“That’s why,” Skouras continues, | 


“IT see television as a big factor 
to stimulate the boxoffice. It is 


modern, it is new, it has captured | 


the imagination of the American 
public, and if we put on large- 
screen television the right type of 
shows, they'll leave their home 
television free shows, and their 
poor free pictures, which are at 
least 10 vears old, and come into 
theatres in bigger numbers than 
ever to see motion pictures.” 
Working with Radio Corp. o! 
America, Skouras is convinced that 
RCA’s big-screen tests are now 
90° satisfactory and, shortly fol- 
lowing his return from abroad 
next week, the showman will stage 
important demonstrations for all 
major branches of show business. 
The N.. Y. Roxy theatre—a 20th- 
Fox showcase—will be the origina- 
tion point. Supplementary § spe- 
cialty acts will probably be utilized 
for demonstration purposes. 
Super Stage Shows 


Skouras envisions super stage 
shows, to run 55 minutes or so, in- 
cluding the cream of the crop of 
names, to be hooked up for theatre 
telecasts on a four-a-day basis. 

Dream shows that read like a 
benefit can be booked and sold 
at average deluxer admissions 
when, for example, he can hook 
up 25 theatres with 60,000-100,000 
seats per performance. On a four- 
a-day basis he envisions astronomic 
gross potentials. 

Shows would be telecast live to 
insure that instantaneity. “It took 
radio a long time to acquiesce to 
tape-recording; in fact the Lever 
Bros. and Bob Hope just had a 
falling-out because that sponsor 
doesn't like recorded programs; so, 
certainly, for a long time these 
stage shows will have to be live. 
In time, who knows, they may be 
made acceptable on film, even in 
theatres, just as TV already en- 
visions film as the logical program 


Big-Screen TV 


from page 3 


ty, radio and video talent to main- 
| tain parity. 

His company’s package deal 
with Sol Hurok, the concert im- 
presario, via World Artists, Inc., 
is part of his bid for longhair 
artists to hypo mass film theatre 
attendance. Skouras mentioned 
that he tried out film shorts made 
by Jascha Heifetz, Artur Rubin- 
stein and Dimitri Mitropoulos in 
Santa Barbara, Pomona, Rediands 
land San Bernardino, Cal., and 
found public reaction excellent 
even on the poorest nights. Rise 
Stevens, Gregor Piatigorsky, Mari- 
an Anderson, Jan Peerce 
Patrice Munsel are 
other Hurok-World Artists-20th- 
Fox Film shorts taient who will be 
used either live (TV big screen) or 
in film version. 

Skouras points to the tremen- 
dous grosses which the ballet the- 
atre is enjoying. Also the top con- 
cert names the world over. He re- 
called the downbeat of the phono- 
graph, and its later resurgence to 
new heights through the popularity 
of radio. Radio, and now televi- 


sion, he feels, have done much to | 


elevate public taste from lowbrow 


to at least middle-brow, if not 
100° highbrow acceptance stand- | 
ards. 


The showman is pooling all these 
thoughts into big-screen television. 
He admits that the Federal Com- 
munications Commission has yet 
.to grant 20th-Fox any special 
channels, and he may have re- 


course to American Telephone & | 
: ‘“ re | 
Telegraph land wires, “providing, 


of course,” he admits, ‘these costs 
likewise aren't prohibitive.” 
Labor’s Position 

The proposition of labor's posi- ' 
tion in these giant group-theatre 
hookups must yet be resolved but 
he feels that it is to theatre labor’s | 
general welfare that the boxoffices 
prosper, hence that should be a! 
minor hurdle following proper ne- 
gotiation. 

Skouras, ever 








| ag : 2 
'Abeles, Jr., Paramount's Jim Per- 
kins and producer Herbert Wilcox. Inside Stuff Pictures 
Davis’ observation that ‘the ange 
Z 


- f-four-o~-five good  pic- 
py enough” summed it up | Guaranty Trust Co., N. Y., is always ready to do a favor for a cus- 
lfor both the British heads of the | tomer. So when 20th-Fox was seeking a location in the Wall street area 
-U. S. distributors as well as the’ to shoot scenes for its “Fourteen Hours,” Guaranty v.p. Alan C. Abeel, 
| British contingent. As g.m. of two who handles film company accounts, made arrangements for director 
‘giant theatre circuits, Davis ob- Henry Hathaway’s crew to use the bank’s building. 
served that customers are so sur-| Agreement was that the shooting was to be done over the three-day 
feited by several poor pix that they Memorial Day weekend so that the bank's business would not be dis- 
see in a row that when the really turbed. Came the holiday and Hathaway wasn’t ready to start. Finally, 
sock film comes along it’s a losing | he got underway and discovered the ledge of the building from which 
battle to get them back in any the central character was supposed readying to jump wasn't wide 
sizeable numbers. ‘enough. That entailed calling in a contracting firm for a week to widen 
the ledge. Then the shooting finally did get started—and took two 
weeks. Now Guaranty is wondering how nice you've got to be to a 





Silverstone Joins Skouras 





and | 
among the} 


| ish earnings into dollars. 


| ducers, who in turn sell them to! 
| of the plan was to stimulate domes-| ess of merger with Film Classics 


| wood filmmakers, in effect, to sub-| the fact the EL-FC meld has actu- 


political-minded, } however, because many speculators | tribs might still split asunder have 


Twentieth - Fox International 
prez Murray Silverstone planed to 


London Monday (19) to join 20th) Censorship is costing the film industry more than $1,450,000 a year 
prexy Spyros P. Skouras. Duo will in tees collected by state, civic and provincial boards in the U. S, and 
eaves Cae operations and Canada. Most of the annual fees in this country, amounting to over 
a in England and $1,000,000, are grabbed in the states of New York, Pennsylvania and 
; otis inne | Ohio. 

hay ome yor _ grt ak oon Heaviest grabbers north of the border are the Ontario censors, who 
originally to participate in the In- Dick the Hollywood producers for approximately $150,000 a year. The 
ternational Conference of Chris- Other six Canadian provinces bring the yearly total up to $450,000. 
-tians and Jews’ world brotherhood | Fees on British film censored in (€ anada, are only half as much as those 
,rally. Both he and Silverstone are nm Hollywood product. 

|expected to return at the end of 
i this month. 


customer, 








Action of the Maryland State Board of Motion Picture Censors in 
ordering the deletion of two scenes from “The Bicycle Thief,” Italian- 
language pic released by Joseph Burstyn, was unrelated to a similar 
stand taken by Joseph Breen, Production Code administrator, although 
both objected to the identical sequences. Maryland board, according to 
chairman Sydney R. Traub, acted without knowledge of the Breen 
order. Board corresponded with the Motion Picture Assn. of America 
lous of further talks about it with but only after it had already taken its etep. 

Pag Be Fagen snes oy | Two Jane Russell starrers, “Montana Belle” and “It’s Only Money,” 
' government, although he’s said to, on the RKO shelf since they were produced in 1948; will remain shelved 
| be not too optimistic on any imme- for another year. Pictures were originally slated to follow “The Out- 
diate improvement. aw” into general distribution. Now they are destined to await the 

McCarthy, it is understood, will | release of “His Kind of Woman,” co-starring Miss Russell and Robert 
ask for (1) unlimited imports of Mitchum. Three other RKO produetions, all of the 1948 vintage, are 
American pix, (2) the government | still hanging around in the studio vaults. They are “Walk Softly 
to take over the issuance of import | Stranger,” “Vendetta” and “Mad Wednesday.” 
licenses itself and (3) the setting | 
aside of a fund by the government 
for the conversion of frozen Span- 
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Spain Rep 


Continued from page 4 =e 
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Indie Producers’ Tough Haul 


Continued from page 3 





Under the present system, li- 
censa@s are issued to Spanish pro- fl, 




















American distribs. The idea back {| to Eagle Lion, which is in the proc- | substantial positions at the moment 
| as far as quantity of product is con- 
Despite | cerned, Their difficulty lies in the 
fact that the great majority of the 
films aren’t of a class to bring any 
important returns in the present 
market. UA is said to have suffi- 


cient quantity of product to run it 


tic production by forcing Holly- into Eagle Lion Classics. 
sidize it through the purchase of | ally physically taken place, repeat- 
import permits for their product. | ed reports that the papers haven't 

It hasn’t worked out that way,;| been signed and that the two dis- 


device,” observes Skouras. and attuned as he is to the inter-| have gone into the field. They | 


confused and disturbed financial 











Skouras recalls that at one time, 
in the pioneer days of the Skouras 
Bros. in St. Louis, they employed 
650 musicians for prologs. Then 
the novelty of sound obviated that; 
then came the depression; then 
followed a resurgence of stage 
names, etc. But always the stage 
show was an important appurte- 
nance to films. Skouras recalled 
that one day in 1946, from David 
Sarnoff’s office atop the RCA Bldg., 
both looked out and saw the huge 


lines in front of the Roxy and) 


Radio City Music Hall, 


Things were still at their war- 
time peak, Skouras recalled, “But 
1 asked the General, ‘How much 
do you think the Music Hall would 
do without its stage show?’ Sarnoff 
said $40,000, and I told him, ‘I 
think you're a little weak, so let's 
say $50,000 a week, because the 
Hail is a national showcase. So 
it's obvious that the stage show 
accounts for at least 100% addi- 
tional business, and more often it’s 
200° more.’ Sarnoff still felt he 
wasn’t selling himself short on the 
Hall, because he reminded me that, 
without the stage show, maybe he 
wouldn’t get the choice product 
and possibly the Music Hall’s busi- 
ness would be even less than 
$40,000.” 


‘Extra Value’ 


This was Skouras’ demonstration 
of the importance of “something 
extra” for the film public. He 


stressed that now, more than ever, four baseball games on the sand | 


the public wants “extra value.” 


The veteran showman, who flew 
to Europe to make a talk “on 


national scene, likened Hitler, | 
Mussolini and Russian appease-| 
ment to the softness into which | 


force the American companies to | circles. 
finance them, to give them all kinds | 


In any case, the bankers and sec- | 
of advantageous distribution deals | ond-money men want to see what | 


through next January, while ELC 
| might go on even beyond that. Big 
question is what happens after 
the present crop is gone. That's 


the picture business had gotten. | elsewhere and go in for generai| happens with the new EL-FC com- | what both companies have been 
“But as soon as we created a | skullduggery in order to get a bo before they put up any coin for trying to answer in present nego- 


strong Western Germany, achieved 


ithe Air Lift into Berlin, etc., that 


stopped that. And the same ag- 
gressiveness is now needed within 
our own business. In a measure 
that was part of our campaign 
with our Showmanship Meetings 
all this past year. 


| “And instead of worrying about 
| television, the sooner we utilize 
television for the boxoffice the 
better.” 


|. Asked about the lesser theatres, 
ihe envisions TV hitting into the 
sticks just as did sound. But right 
now, from a practical viewpoint in 
the big territories where the 
cream revenue is derived, Skouras 
points to the fact that the first 
1,000 theatres account for 55% of 
‘the gross; the first 4.500 theatres 
achieve 75° of the big picture’s 
take; the first 7,500 theatres result 
in 8712°% of the gross. 
of the 121!2% is spread thin among 
the remaining 4500 contracts 
which the average ‘A’ picture 
writes. 

| “Give them quality shows, give 
|them big league entertainment on 
top of pictures, and we'll pack 
jour theatres as never before,” con- 
/cluded Skouras. “But it must be 
|championship stuff. I see at least 
jlots or the backyards near my 
home, for free, but I still drive 
down from Westchester to see the 


brotherhood before the Interna-| Y2"ks or the Giants, and pay to 


tional Conference- of Christians 
and Jews at Unesco House, Paris, 
has also been 9.0.ing the European 
film scene. It’s a quick repeat, and 
upon rechecking and picking up 
loose ends he concludes that busi- 
ness abroad “is good.” 
business at home is also good, but 


for the extent of the business 
being done, production costs are | 


still too high, and we just have to 


do something, either by increasing | 


“In fact 


get in. Why? 
|league shoW, and the public al- 
‘Ways wants to see—and pay for— 
the best. That's what we will do 
with theatre television even 
though they'll get plenty of good 
‘ree TV entertainment on _ their 
‘home receivers.” 





John Davis’ Opinion 


London, June 20. 
A number of American distri- 


the grosses or getting those costs bution toppers, as well as Fay All- 
down still more without impairing port, the Johnston office’s London 


our quality.” 


|rep, discussed the b.o. situation 


But the occasional good picture here last week in a huddle at the 


can no longer do the trick. The | Savoy hotel. 


habit must be reestablished, and if | John Davis, general manager for 


a succession of good product is not J. Arthur Rank. 


always feasible, Skouras counts on 
the best names from. concert, 
opera, longhair music, ballet, musi- 


ca] comedy as well as the top varie- Henry, Warner Bros.’ Arihur S._ thriller. j 


- 


Cross-section of 
Anglo-American representation in- 
cluded such toppers as Metro's 
‘Sam Eckman, Jr., Universal's Ben 





So the rest | 


Because it’s a big | lame 


Also present was) 


permit. pix to be distributed by it. For- 
Before the permit is issued to the | tunately for it, however, two banks 
producer for re-sale, a government- | —Chemical in New York and First 
| al committee must approve the pic | National in Boston—are intimately 
he wants to make. That means that | tied up with the financial affairs of 
the Spanish pic to be preduced,| the two companies, so may be in 
| rather than the American product | the position of coming through 
| to be imported, is the criterion on| with loans to protect their previ- 
‘which a license is issued. Com-/| ous investments. 
| mittee has found very few project- | 
|ed Spanish pix worthy of produc- | are few places for an indie to turn 
| tion and, as a result, very few im-| for distribution these days. RKO 
port licenses have been issued.| has taken on some independents, 
That has still further pushed up| but negotiations with chieftain 
their price and opened the way to| Howard Hughes appear to be “dif- 
| rackets. ficult and erratic.” Columbia also 
Obtaining of an import permit _ harks to the indies, but the deals it 
by an American distrib is no way | offers are so “tough” that most of 
opens the path to free convertibili- them shy away. 
ty of the coin his pic earns. When) Others Mostly Old Deals 
his pesetas are in he has to go to! 
the black market to obtain dollar 
exchange for them at a severe dis- 
count. 
| In return for a change in this | 
, system, MPAA is offering to aid) 
| Spanish producers to find a market 
| in the U. S. for their product. Mex- 
|iean and other Spanish-language 
pix have broad distribution in New 
| York, Los Angeles and southwest 
U. S., and the MPAA feels that 
| Spanish-made films can cut into 
| this market. MPAA’s new foreign- 
|advisory service will aid in this 
| effort. 


/mostly on old deals. 
perhaps a few special producers 





as Stanley Kramer or 
Jerry Wald-Norman Krasna com- 
bo, no additions are welcome to the 
Wallis-Hazen and _ Pine-Thomas 
| units at Paramount, the Edward L. 
Alperson unit at 20th-Fox, the Mil- 
ton Sperling, Cagney and Hitch- 





Bros., several units at Universal 


semi-autonomous outfits of varying 
degrees of activity. 
Bank of America on the Coast, 











Korda Deal 


Continued from page 5 


_geles, Bankers Trust, N. Y., Chem- 

, ical Bank, N. Y., and First National 

a fide _,_ _ 0f Boston, which have been princi- 

picture for the U. S. market. Pro-' pa) sources of coin in recent years, 

peg eae be at the studio about have all temporarily shut their ears 
. to ne . . 

Korda’s U. S. rep, Morris Hel- now Geels. Osher benks, such 


mOr ‘as the Guaran ri rus 
prin, is understood to have another “ 7 See Svieg Trem 


| cer: c nave an 'in New York, have considered no 
| deal near inking for distribution of | joan applications for several vears 
“Interrupted Journey,” ‘ ‘ 


starring | Confusion concerning distribu- 
_ Richard Todd and Valerie Hobson. tion now, with the resultant reluc- 


; Also available and reportedly in-| tance of the banks to advance first- 
cluded in negotiations with Col are | 
| “Bonnie Prince Charlie,” “Small | ond-money was around 
“Anael WHE the “Trumpet” nak private investors. This capital 
iri ; Ww 

ety Deathtee. 0y;” plae: come sk had been very leary, anyway, 
smaller films. 

In addition, Korda will soon have. 
‘ready and is negotiating release | 
for “The Wonder Kid,” starring | 
Bobby Henrev: “The Wooden) 
Horse,” starring Leo Genn, and ' 
/“Ultimatum,” an atom = scientist | 











certainties of the boxoffice. 


grosses have now come down to 


while against the much greater 
odds on taking a loss, 
Both UA and ELC are in fairly 


Aside from UA and ELC there | 


The other majors nave a few in- | 
dies or semi-indies, but they are) 
Except for! 


with outstanding reputations, such | 
the new) 


cock-Bernstein setups at Warner 


and a few other autonomous or 


Security-First National of Los An-| 


such levels that at present costs | 
the chances of big profits are too , industry 
slim to make the gamble worth-| Stein, and David Shearer, local at- 
' torney, 
| Leonard, Street 


| tiations. 

| Meantime, run-of-the-mill indies 
‘are all but out of business, with 
| the survivors limited to those who 
| have financing from their distribut- 
|ing companies or who have estab- 
| lished sources of funds, such as 
'Samuel Goldwyn, Kramer and a 
| few who derive their major income 
from outside sources. Among the 
latter is theatreman Harry Popkin. 
A number of other men with other 
incomes who jumped into pic pro- 
duction a few years back, such as 
the Nasser brother$S and the Nas- 
sour brothers, cilmen Glenn Me- 
| Carthy and Jack Wrather, and a 
flock of others, have been inactive 
recently. Most of their investments 
proved flops. 


Exhib Defendants 


Continued from page 4 








ed 


‘of other exhibs throughout the 
country have also sought to use the 
_ same defense. 


| Anti-trust laws permit a final 
decree in a Government suit to be 
| used in private litigation as evi- 
dence of monopoly. Heretofore, 
| exhibs have not been able to plead 
| the decree because it only became 
| final several weeks back. Volks’ 
_move was the first attempt to plead 
_the decree as final since the High 
Court made it so. 


Nordbye’s Ruling 
In reaching his decision, Judge 
_Nordbye noted “the undeniable 
| fact is that plaintiffs (Volks) are 
seeking to utilize the anti-trust vio- 
lations as a bar to the coliection of 
|any damages which may have been 
‘caused by their own derelictions. 
| Certainly, there is nothing in the 
history of the act or language em- 
| ployed which would justify the 





money, has chased whatever sec- | view that Congress intended that 
from | this section should be utilized by 


those who not only were not dam- 
aged by the law violator, but were 


in recent years because of the un-| intending to utilize the benefits of 
Film | this section in order to obtain a 


windfall for themselves.” 
Edward Sargoy, member of the 
lawfirm of Sargoy & 


repped the distribs. 
& Deinard at- 
_torneyed for the Volks. 
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With These Hands 
Communists, which almost wrecked 
the union. ; 

Pic shows the benefits accruing 
through the union, in addition to 
a pension—health centers, free 
medical care, vacations at the 
ILGWU camp in the Poconos, free 
lectures and schooling, etc. Inter- 
spersed news shots—of W orld 
War I. of the late President 
Roosevelt reviving the nation dur- 
ing the depression and scouting its 
fear of fear—are cleverly woven 
into the story. 

Performances, scripting and di- 
rection are all professional and 
high grade. Dialog is colloquial 
and flavorsome, never precious or 
phony. Sam Levene, as the cen- 
tral cloakmaker figure, brings 
warmth and breadth to his por- 
trayal. Arlene Francis is sure and 
appealing as his loyal wife. Joseph 
Wiseman gives a graphic perform- 
ance as the cough-ridden fellow- 
worker. Louis Sorin, as a sweat- 
shop boss; Julius Bing, as another, 
and Alexander Scorby, as a doctor, 
bring supporting roles alive 


Bron. 
Hoedown 
(SONGS) 

Columbia release of Colbert Clark pro- 
duction. Stars Eddy Arnold; features Jeff 
Donnell. Jock O’Mahoney. Guinn “Big 
Boy” 


Williams, Carolina Cotton, The Pied 


Pipers, The Oklahoma Wranelers. Di 
rected by Ray Nazarro Screenplay, 
Barry Shipman; camera, Fayte Brown; 


editor, Paul Borofsky; songs, Eddy Arnold, 
Zeke Clements, Steve Nelson, Ed Nelson, 
Fred Styker, Francis Clark, Bob Hilliard, 


Hughes; musical Mischa 


Rill director 
Bakaleinikoff. Tradeshown N. Y., June 
16. 50. Running time, 64 MINS. 
Eddy Arnoid........ : Eddy Arnold 
Vera Wright bere Jeff Donnell 
Stoney Rhodes Jock O’Mahoney 


Small Potatoes Guinn 


‘Big Bov’ Williams 
Carolina Cotton........ 


.. Carolina Cotton 


BAM. . cc cveececes .. Fred Sears 
Sapper.. Don Harvey 
Tinv Charles Sullivan 
Buttons... Douglas Fowleyv 
PEMOKIG.. .ccbiscene Ray Walker 
MOTI ko uivuws Harry Harvey 


Pied Pipers 
Oklahoma Wranglers 





It's a tossup as to who is kid- 
ding whom in “Hoedown.” Open- 
ing scenes of this low-budget pro- 
grammer unreel as a Satire on 
oatuners. ‘Later, however. the cast 
does it straight. But played ortho- 
dox or burlesqued, the picture is 
a weak blend of action and rural 
rhythms that appears to have lit- 
tle b.o. value except in a few hin- 
terland houses. 

Name of the film’s star. Eddy 
Arnold, will help draw trade to the 
wicket to some extent. One of the 
top cowboy crooners, his platters 
sell big. It’s unfortunate that he’s 
spotted in a story that’s so feeble 
and embarrassing, for he’s photo- 
genic and his songs register nicely. 

Contrived yarn revolves around 


Jock O’Mahoney, a youthful hoss-)| 


opera actor whose studio gives him 
the gate. Accompanied by re- 
porter Jeff Donnell, he stumbles 
on a hoedown operated by Arnold. 
Several bankrobbers on the lam 
move in and doltish O’Mahoney is 
given a going-over. However, he 
bags the thieves when a romantic 
inspiration suddenly gives him 
strength. 

Performances are hardly real- 
istic in view of the far-fetched 
Barry Shipman script. O’Mahoney 
does as best he can with a ridicu- 
lous role while Donnell, as the 
scribe, and Carolina Cotton, a 
blonde singer-yodeler, are ade- 
quate in furnishing the romantic 
interest. Guinn “Big Boy” Wil- 
liams is fair as a ranch foreman. 

Musical portion of the film. aside 
from the vocalling of Arnold and 
Miss Cotton, is augmented by The 


Pied Pipers, mixed harmony group, , 


and The Oklahoma Wranglers. 
Tunes comprise standard bucolic 
ditties. Ray Nazarro’s direction 
shows little imagination, and the 
tage owe accoutrements supplied 
vy Colbert Clark reflect the lim- 
ited budget. Gilb. 


Forbidden Jungle 


Eagle Lion release of Jack Schwartz 
production, Features Don Harvey. For- 
rest Taylor. Directed by Robert Tansey. 
Qriginal story and screenplay, Frances 
Kavanaugh; camera, Clark Ramsey: music, 
Darrel Calker; editor, Reg Browne. At 
New York theatre, N. Y.. dual, week of 
June 14, 30. Running time, 67 MINS. 

i 8 Parr Don Harvey 
“vy ga * rere Forrest Taylor 


jee ee Alvee Louis 
Serre rrr rr Robert Cabal 
RMiba (CHM). «oc cccscccecas Himself 





Strictly for the minor half of a 
dual bill, this indie release will 
hold interest only for the indis- 
criminating family trade. 

Plot concerns itself with a noted 
explorer hunting down a_ wild 
jungle boy for a wealthy man who 
believes the lad is his grandson. 
Despite efforts of a former trader, 
now living in the village bordering 
the “forbidden” jungie home of 
the boy, to keep the explorer from 
finding him, the two meet and be- 
come friends. Explorer decides to 
return alone when he realizes that 


Film Reviews 


Continued from page 8 Qe 





| 








civilization would wither nature 
boy. 
plorer discovering proof that the 
Jad is actually the trader’s grand- 
son. 

_ Animal scenes are almost all in- 
_serted stock clips that look entirely 
different in terrain from the stu- 
| dio-fabricated “jungle.” C 
footage is devoted to showing the 
same shots over again, as well as to 
the repetitious antics of a trio of 
chimpanzees. Only real points of 
interest throughout the 67 minutes 
are several fights between a tiger 
and other animals, highspot of 
these being the cat’s battle with a 
snake. 

Cast struggles feebly against the 
impossibility of the whole thing. 
Production values are poor, with 
only the camera work a. 

vich. 

















6-Month Sale 
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| 


centage films. Indicating the vast 
and recent growth of the open-air- 
ers, initial survey of Par showed 








1.600 of these theatres. By the 
time the convention met, several 
months later, another 500 drive- 


ins were listed by the exchanges. 

The *huddles at the studio did 
not result in any broad change in 
Par’s selling policies. Main stress 
was placed on getting the best 
terms available and the choicest 
playing time. Speech by Barney 
Balaban, Par’s prez, in which he 
pointed up*the difficulties of a dis- 
trib in staying in the black, re- 
ceived a good reaction from Para- 
mounters, who feel that the com- 
pany chief had taken them in his 
confidence in airing certain im- 
portant figures. 

All Paramount execs, headed by 
Balaban, Adolph Zukor, Paul A. 
Raibourn, Alfred W. Schwalberg 
and Max Youngstein, have now re- 
turned to the h.o. 


MPAA Members 


Continued from page 5 














made the proposal to the U. S. ne- 
gotiating team recently. 
Johnston, Arnall Huddle 

Erie A. Johnston, president of 
the MPAA, and Ellis G. Arnall, 
prexy of SIMPP, huddled separate- 
ly with labor leaders on the Coast 
last week, The two industry execs 
were requested by union toppers 
to aveid having their memberships 
take any decisive action until they 
talk with the labor groups again. 
Unionites indicated that they would 


‘send a rep east for the huddles. 


They're waiting for the return of 


| Walsh before coming to any pub- 


licly-announced decision on _ atti- 
tude. 

SIMPP members met on the 
British proposal last week and 
gave Arnall carte blanche to ac- 
cept or reject it, 


James A. Mulvey. MPAA meets to- 
day (Wednesday) in New York. It 
is not believed it will take decisive 
action, and it may follow SIMPP’s 
lead by putting the decision in the 
hands of Johnston. 

Arnall, Lessing and Mulvey are 
all known to favor rejection of the 
proposal. They fee] that it sets a 
bad precedent in that other coun- 
tries will follow Britain and de- 
mand local production as a means 
of freeing blocked currencies. That 
would mean moving a large part of 
‘Hollywood’s filmmaking overseas. 

That’s 
however, since it would hit the ma- 
jors and Coast labor much more 
than it would the indies. Real crux 
is whether the bonus arrangement 
| provided by the British for produc- 
tion there starts at the $17,000,000 
or the $14,000,000 level. 

Indies’ Interpretation 

Indies interpret the proposal to 
mean that the Yank industry will 
get the same $17,000,000 out as 
under the current agreement. Un- 
der the new arrangement that 
hinges on there being the same 
quantity of U. S. production in Eng- 
land as last year. 

Majors’ interpretation is that the 
, bonus arrangement starts with the 
first dollar of U, S. production in 


‘Britain, which would mean that the | 


industry as a whole would be guar- 
anteed only around $14,000,000 in 
convertibility of sterling to dollars. 
Anything above that would go to 
the Yank companies that produce 
in Britain. British propose to al- 


low convertibility beyond $17,000.- | 


000 equal to 50% of all produc- 
tion expenditure beyond that of 
last year. There'd be a similar 






Clincher comes with the ex- | 


Too much 
| present agreement. 


following con- | 
sultation with Gunther Lessing and 


an academic objection, | 


50° penalty for decrease in pro- 
| duction. 

| Majors claim that their produc- 
'tion abroad would be subsidizing 
|indie convertibility if the $17,000,- 
000 starting point were used. Brit- 
ish don’t care one way or the other, 
since the same amount of coin 
| would come out. Thus, it is an 
intra-mural battle. 

If the majors accept the pact and 
the indies don’t, it will undoubtedly 
go into force anyway and the in- 
dies will eventually have to accept 
it. 


up with the majors and then told 
the indies that if they wanted im- 


| port permits they'd have to sign up. 


They signed. 


Exhibs Sour J 
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ball and football games—or sit 
home and play Canasta? Holly- 
wood has been asleep long enough. 
The business is here—100,000,000 
people looking for entertainment. 
Hollywood should wake up and 
give it to them. Bring out more 
comedies and good musicals. Avoid 
depressing stuff.” 

“Human stories” were requested 
by several exhibs who felt the 
film-going public would go only 
occasionally for fantasy. A south- 
ern manager suggested that Holly- 
wood concentrate more on “stories 
of real happenings, like ‘The Strat- 
ton Story,’ or anything else taken 
from real life.” 

James A. Parker, manager of the 
Gordon theatre in Westwego, La., 
opined that Hollywood should 
“make new types of pictures to re- 
place or supplement war pictures, 
jungle pictures and the like. In 
other words, something different. 
Many of the pictures now made 
are so near in story to each other 
that there is no audience interest 
in seeing them.” 


























A North Dakota theatre man- 
ager suggested that Hollywood 
find a way to make these better 


pictures at less money—so they 
can be sold for less. “Super- 
dupers,” he muttered in disgust, 


“are not worth the playing time, 
and film costs are too high in com- 
parison to admission charges. Ex- 
hibitors have lost enthusiasm be- 
cause there is a negligible profit.” 

A California exhibitor was even 
moge definitive, suggesting that 
fewer musicals be localed back- 
stage and that mystery pix get 
back to an adventurous flair rather 
than 
angles. 

Ray E. David, Hot Springs, 
S. D., exhib, urged producers to 
"develop something new, different, 
_exciting—something that will defi- 
nitely arouse curiousity and hold 
them in suspense.” 
Films based on atomic energy, 
| Jet planes and rockets, or comedies 
gleaned from the headlines of 
daily newspapers were advocated 
by a manager in the northwest, 
while a Georgia exhib plaintively 
asked Hollywood to tone down 
some of its gangster output. 


GRIFFIS’ B.A. ARRIVAL 





MAY GREASE ARG. DEAL 


Arrival of Stanton Griffis, U. S. 
Ambassador to the Argentine, in 


Buenos Aires within the next few | 


days may finally get the U. 


S.- 


Argentine film deal into operation | 


after six weeks of repeated delays. 


American distribs are hopeful that | 


Griffis will be able to galvanize 
the Peron government into effec- 
tuating the agreement made last 
month in New York with Ramon 
ee Argentine finance minis 
er. 

So far a series of protests to De 
reccion de Espectaculos, the Peron 
government’s official bureau on en- 
tertainment, has. raised plenty of 
dust but no action. Not a single 
American pic has been licensed to 
enter the country since the pact 
was signed, although distrib shelves 
have been bare for many months. 


Stuart B. Dunlap, Metro’s man- | 
ager in the Latino country and. 
chairman of the distrib committee, | 


has been repeatedly put off on ap- 
appointments to take the matter 
up with Direccion. In each in- 


postponed meetings with the ex- 
cuse that the machinery required 
by the pact is so complicated that 
more time is required. 


Film accord would permit unlim- | 


ited import of American pix into 
Argentina. 
ning for the past 15 months re- 
mains unlifted until a system of 
licenses is created by the govern- 
ment. 


That’s what happened with the | 
British signed | 


concentrating on gruesome | 


stance, the government wing has | 


But the ban now run- | 









DENVER 


(Continued from page 13) 


000. Last week, “Capt. Carey” 
(Par) (2d wk), $7,000. 
Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)— 


“Robinson Story” (EL) and “Great 
Rupert” (EL), day-date with Es- 
quire, Webber. 


week, “Damned Don’t Cry” (WB): a h 
and “Tyrant of Sea” (Col), $11,000. | Brute 
35-74)— | Paramount with “Eagle and Hawk” 


Esquire (Fox) (742; 
“Robinson Story” (EL) and “Great 
Rupert” (EL), also Denver, Web- 
ber. Fair $2,000. Last week, 
“Damned Don’t Cry” (WB) and 
“Tyrant Sea” (Col), fair $2,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“Secret Fury” (RKO) and “Golden 
Twenties” (RKO). Fairish $13,000. 
Last week, “Asphalt Jungle” (M-G) 
and “Storm Wyoming” (RKO), $9,- 
500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“Rocketship X-M” (Lip) and “Colo- 
rado Ranger” (Lip). Big $11,000. 
Last week, “Buccaneer’s Girl” (U) 
and “Hoedown” (Col), fair $6,000. 

Vogue ‘Wolfberg) (600; 60-74)— 
“Heart of Vienna” (Indie). Modest 
$2,000. Last week, “Jassay” (In- 
die) and “Springtime in Paris” 
(Indie), poor $1,500. 

(750; 


Webber (Fox) 25-70)— 


“Robinson Story” (EL) and “Great | 


Denver, Es- 
Mild $2,000. Last week, 
Don’t Cry” (WB) and 
(Col), $11,000. 


‘Lift’ High $15,000 In 
Prov.; ‘D.0.A.’ $10,000 


Providence, June 20. 
Majestic’s “Big Lift” is living 
up to its name to lead the town 
with the only good gross this ses- 


Rupert” (EL), also 
quire 
“Damned 
“Tyrant Sea”’ 





sion. State is holding nicely in 
second week of “Annie Get Your 
Gun.” Albee’s “D.O.A.” is fair. 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65) 
“D.0.A4.” (UA) and “Rapture” (FC) 
with Dr. I.Q. on stage Wednesday 
nights. Fair $10,000. Last week, 
“Foolish Heart’ (RKO) and “Out- 
rages Orient” (FC), good $13,000. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65) — 
“Big Lift’ (20th) and “West of 
Wyoming” (Mono). Very nice $15.- 


000. Last week, “Colt .45” (WB) 
and “This Side of Law” (WB). 
$12,000. 


Metropolitan (Snider) (3.100; 44- 
65)—“‘Sierra”’ (U) and “Rugged 
O’Riordans” (U). Meek $5,500. Last 
week, “Caged” (WB) and “Lucky 
Losers’ (Mono) (2d wk), $4,500. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65) 
“Annie Get Gun” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Oke $13,500. Last week, neat 
$20.000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—‘So Young, So Bad” (Par) and 
“Showboat Serenade” (Col). Open- 
ed Monday (19), Last week, “The 
Lawless” (Par) and “Cowtown” 
(Col), poor $5,000. 


SEATTLE 


(Continued from page 13) 


$3,500 in 5 days. Last week. “Kill 
Umpire” (Col) and “Father Makes 
| Good” (Mono), big $10,800 in 9 
days. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 59-84) 
—‘Iroquois Trail” (UA). Okay 
$8,000. Last week, “Comanche 
Territory” (U), $11,000. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,349: 
59-84)—‘“‘Gunfighter” (20th) and 
“Young Lovers” (EL). Big $12.- 
000. Last week, “No Man of Own” 
(Par) and “Riders of Tucson” 
(RKO), okay $7,000. 
| Music Box (Hamrick) 





(850: 59- 


|84)—“Damned Don’t Cry” (WB). 
(m. o.). Fair $3,000. Last week, | 
|“Tight Little Island’ (U), oke 
| $4.000. 


| Musie Hall (Hamrick) (2,200; 59- 
| 84)—“‘Father of Bride” (M-G) and 
|“Shadow on Wall” (M-G).  Terif- 
| fic $18,000 or near. Last week, 
“Secret Fury” (RKO), $3,800. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,200: 59- 
84)—"‘Caged” (WB). 
Last week. “Damned Don't Cry” 
(WB), $8,600 in 8 days. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039: 
59-84)—"‘Robinson Story” (EL) and 
“Federal Man” (EL). Dim $6,000. 
Last week. “Captain Blood” (Col) 
and “Beware of Biondie”’ (Col), 
$5,500. 








|Goldwyn’s Ad Giveaways 
Samuel Goldwyn flackery has 
, made arrangements at no cost to it- 
|self to hand out at exhib trade- 
/sereenings of “Our Very Own” 
| 5.000 copies of national ads for the 
| pic. Ads are from Life, Look, Red- 
_ book and Family Circle. 

Each of the ads is in a folder or 
accompanied by a letter showing 
the circulation of the mag in the 
particular area of the screening, in 
| order to point up to exhibs that the 
national advertising is reaching 
itheir markets, 


Good $9.000. | 


‘Omaha Off; ‘Eagle’ High 


At $10,000, ‘Fury’ Oke 46 


Omaha, June 20. 
- With weather swinging from 


| heateto cold, trade is in a mild 
Fair $12,000. Last | slump here. 


Orpheum slipped to 
light week with “Love That 
and “Under My Skin.” 


shapes moderate. 
Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Tristates) (2,800: 16- 
65)—“‘Eagle and Hawk” (Par). 
Good $10,000. Last week, “Big 
Hangover” (M-G), $9,800. 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 
“Cargo Capetown” (Col) and “Tar- 
zan Slave Girl” (RKO). Fine $6,500 
or near. Last week, “Barricade” 
(WB) and “Rusty’s Birthday” (Col), 
Mild $6,000. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-65) 
—‘“The Conspirator” ‘(M-G) and 
“Dalton Gang” (Lip). Fair $8,000. 
Last week, “Paid in Full” ‘Par) 
‘Blonde Dynamite” (Mono). $8,200. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
65)—"‘Love That Brute” (20th) and 
“Under My Skin” (20th). Light 
$9,000. Last week, “Shadow on 
Wall” (M-G) and Frankie Carle 
Stageshow at 20-80c, very good 
$20,000. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65)— 
“Secret Fury” (RKO) and “So You 
Won't- Talk” (Col). Okay $4,000. 
Last week, “Father Is Bachelor” 
(Col) and ‘‘Palomino” (Col), $5,000. 


Wald-Krasna 


Continued from page 9 = 


During that time they are to try 
to work out a deal with him by 
which they would produce a slate 
of 10 pix a year for RKO 4or per- 
haps five years. If the negotiations 
fail to crystallize, they are to pay 
back to RKO the $150,000 handed 
WB for Wald’s release. 

During the eight-week period, 
an RKO _ announcement stated: 
“Wald has kindly consented to as- 
sist Mr. Hughes in certain of the 




















RKO production operations and 
|for this purpose Mr. Wald will 
move into offices at the RKO 


Gower Street studio today (Mon- 
dav).” 

While the Wald-Krasna unit will 
have the advantages of RKO 
financing. it will have a good bit 
of autonomy in selection of story 
material and casting. It will also 
share in profits of the pix it makes 
so that the two partners will be 


| able to take advantage of the capi- 
tai gains provisions of the tax laws. -. 


Fact that Wald wasn’t able to work 


out a capital gains deal with WB 


during his 19-year tenure there 


was a major point irking him into 

_a desire to move to another lot. 
| Details of the profit-sharing ar- 
| rangement and the degree of au- 
/tonomy are the main points to be 
threshed out during the eight- 
week option period. 








Brit. Tax Key 


Continued from page 5’ =—- 


that Hollywood 
to produce 


opined 


studios, 
forced 


in England 


under the Anglo-U. S. agreement, 


might find studio space or other 


facilities unavailable because of 
Britain’s own increased produc- 
tion. 


Likewise, they expressed pessi- 
mism on what any such artificial 


stimulant to domestic British pro- 


duction might do to the quota. 
With lapse of British production 


recently, quota has been cut to 


30°c, effective next Oct. 1. Any 


| increase in the number of British 


films available would probably 
mean that Parliament would up 
the quota proportionately, thus 


cutting playing time away from 
Yank product. 









U.S. Askance 


Continued from page 3 
capitals. They have maintained, 


_ however, that they can’t find’ 20 


suitable ones. Pix shown them are 
from a list of 200 made up by the 
MPEA. 

Stalling by the Russians has pret- 
ty well convinced the Yanks that 
they don’t really want to do busi- 
ness, but that they also don't want 
to call quits on the deal. MPEA 
has made every effort to fulfill the 
pact, so agreed to send the addi- 


, tional prints this week when Mos- 


cow indicated it wanted to see more 
samples, 
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YOU sell the greatest entertainment the world has ever 
known! , 

YOU have, at your command, the finest advertising 
facilities ever developed, to sell this entertainment! 

YOU are one of the SHOWMEN [if 
wha have given the MOVIES more . [ 
than half-a-century of unparalleled ~ 
success ... through SHOWMANSHIP 
. .. the kind of exciting Ballyhoo that 
TELLS ALL... and SELLS ALL, with 
whom it comes in contact! 

MOVIES ARE BETTER THAN EVER! 
» « « The real need is for more old- 
fashioned SHOWMANSHIP ... the pre-war kind... 
that fought to get patrons ... and worked to hold 
them. 

There’s nothing wrong with showbusiness that 
YOU can’t cure with SHOWMANSHIP ...SO... 
Let’s ALL Get Down To Work! .. . Let's roll-up-our- 
sleeves and prove to our patrons, that..., : 





























MOVIES ARE BETTER THAN EVER! 
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Briefs From the Lots 





PITTSBURGH 


Barry theatre, which recently | 
went from grind to first-run policy, 
closed down for seven or eight 
weeks to install a cooling plant. 

Mary Ellen Smith resigned her 


post at RKO exchange and is off |” 


for Los Angeles, where next month 
she'll become a bride. 
Merger of Eagle Lion and Film 


‘torney Max Kopstein listed as 
president. 

Herb Ellisburg, who joined 
Filmack Trailers as ad promotion 
man three weeks ago, upped to ad 
manager, replacing Harold Perl- 
man, who resigned to go into ex- 
| hibition. 

I. E. Chadwick, Independent 
Motion Picture Producers Assn. 
prexy, addresses an exhibitors’ 
juncheon sponsored by Screen) 
Guild and Monogram, June 27 at 


‘banks were unwilling to go along’ 


with the reorganization. Hence, the | 
company would be forced to raise | 
another loan at less favorable | 
terms to retire the present one. 
Other course of action would be | 


‘to pay off this loan from the $10,- ! Cou f 
000,000, which comes from the the-| ang other Government agencies. ture Organizations; Jonas Rosen- 


| 


'$2,000,000 yearly on 


‘because of the 


atre chain upon divorcement. 
Depinet noted that studio cost. 

cuts saved the company almost. 

overhead 


alone. Despite this, the distribu- | 


i mpany has faced difficulties | because of : the 
Senin “ob boxoffice decline | | ments on those television sets. 


land the dollar famine abroad. 


Listed as top earner in the com- | viously taken its toll on the fight- | 





| ports from the Dept. 


| 


pany during 1949 is Depinet with | 


a stipend of $106,930. Malcolm 


| of exhibs. 





N. J. Allied’s Convention 


Continued from page 5 





of Commerce ; told of the Council of Motion Pic- 


‘field and Sam Shain of 20th-Fox; 
People, they say, just haven't the | William Allen, Baltimore exhib, 
coin to buy film ducats after pay- and Arthur Greenblatt, sales man- 
ing off for other commodities. If _ager of Lippert Productions. 
| tele has anything to do with it, it’s | Besides Snaper, other elected 
‘installment pay-| | officers. are Lou Gold and Sam 
| Frank, veepees; Haskell Block, sec- 
retary; Lou Martin, treasurer; Wil- 


Whatever the cause, it has Ob | iam Basil, sergeant-at-arms. 











ing showmanship spirit of plenty | 
A long line of speakers 





a 
hg glad - vari subjects detailed info to 
Classics exchanges has eliminated | the Drake. : |Kingsberg, recently-resigned thea-| on various sub| p g 
: "i f Milton ese EL sales- Harry Bryan, Oriental theatre tre chief, received $78,120; Gordon' the theatremen. But the only ov . e en in | 
gous OF et ee. ad artist, resigned last week. E. Youngman, veepee, $52,020; and | topic that got a real rise out of the Continued from page 5 
man, and Donald Chaban, FC sales- Ridge’ theatre, which under 7 Miller Walker, veepee and sec-| audience was the chances of large- Coreen 
man; Mary Torbich, of EL office; settlement of its anti- aemet bee retary, $33,060. screen theatre television, on which a | neon Py a pic 
George Curtz, FC booker, and two against the majors was to get fr Consolidated net working capital | Richard Hodgson, Paramount's which would guide his department. 


FC office girls. 


Mr. and Mrs. John A. Reilly 


sub-run pix, started its new policy 
last week with upped .prices. 











RKO Theatres 


, $51,500,000. 


at the end of °49 was estimated at 
Cash came to $17,500,- 


tions are figured at $7,667,857; com- 


technical director on TV, spoke.{ If the rentals are. continually 
His talk was greeted with questions ‘higher to a small indie than a big 


At that Hodgson did not have too 


: pdt ee in © iss- | Circuit, the indie should come to 
celebrated their golden wedding 837 and Government bonds to an- ea badly miss-| 1 ie cette Gk tt alvaut 
anni last week. Reilly, a vet in other $12,179,203. Released produc: | , that fact, Lasser said. Otherwise, 


the film biz, started with the late 
Richard Rowland’s Pennsylvania 
film exchange here in 1909. For the 
last 20 years he has been a theatre 








Continued from page 3 


though there are admittedly some 


pleted, unreleased pix at $4,603,721 | 
and films in production at $7,845,-| 


541. 




















| his audience, has now surpassed | 


his wing would have no knowledge 
of the abuse. 

In response td a question by 
Trueman Rembusch, National Al- 


much of a rosy picture to paint. 
Total investment in tele, he told | 


manager here. “gimmicks” in the deal. , that of films, even taking into con- | .. : aod 
Anthony Latella, former exhib . — , sideration the nation’s 19,000 the-| lied prez, Lasser said the Govern 
: ’ : Deal has been cooking for more e igh seaeaen. : 4;.;ment could take eriminal prosecu- 
who recently returned to the busi- hat | |atres. Tele’s investment is esti- |<. “ . 
aa rs iemnal than three months now. What has R. S tion action against a defendant or 
ness with acquisition of Miami and hase mated at $3,500,000,000 against|.~.. °* : ee 
“yi nang : - | taken so long is that the purchase , wntia) |Andividual named in the suit for 
Temple theatres in Springdale, is b , a formula of Continued f 3 films’ $2,880,000,000. Potential len aE esnggags «Ata Mo Sa on 
continuing operation of Harmony price is asea on oom © ONTINUE rom page home tele audiente is 25,000,000, ecree abuses. empbuscn Was par- 
earnings that must be applied sep- 


Music Co. of New Kensington. 
Milton Lefton, formerly in film 


biz here is now managing the volved. Accountants are now per- — : ; tie hs, tp ee fendants. It was Lasser’s opinion 
Cameo in suburban Los Angeles. forming that function and are said romgereon yt ay a pone! of bagi changes daily. | that action taken against an exec, 

¥or the 18th consecutive year, to be close to the end of their a oo = 7 a nye satis Hodgson was not too optimistic on the ground that his underling 
management of the Capitol at work. Final price to be paid MO! @ispose o ye por elem er on the loose talk of star-studded | was acting. with his authorization, 
Nanty Glo turned over the house Hughes will be the sum of the cart ue? a ag Bin er programs for TV theatres. These would halt any violation. E 
to the high school there for class figures for each individual theatre. W!*20ut Driets or without adequale | “over-optimistic statements,” he 4 

ass figures for each individual theatre. , : , . C I é ; ar sate . ailtan 

day, baccalaureate and commence- . opportunity itself to examine this gaiq “ reremoum, Lasser conceded, 


ment exercises. 

A. G. Constantin’s American the- 
atre at E. Liverpool, O., recently 
destroyed by fire, will be rebuilt at 
a cost of $400,000. Constantin is 
also opening a new drive-in on 
Route 30 this month. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Lone recent pictures to come 
through at boxoffice here in the 
face of biz slump are “Red Shoes” 
playing first regular scale date 
and “Ma and Pa Kettle Go to 


arately to each of the theatres in- 


Hughes has been stalling as long 
as possible in complying with the 
government order to rid himself 
of the theatre holdings. He now 
has until the end of this year. Since 
another court-granted extension be- 
yond that is very unlikely, it is be- 
lieved that the Texas oil-drill 
millionaire is about ready to make 
a deal. He paid about $9,000,000 
two vears ago for the approximate- 
ly 1,000,000 shares—representing 
24°>—of RKO stock. That means 
that if he gets $7,000,000 for the 

















making and showing pictures and | 


might affect the livelihood and in- 


new record.” 

Warners was referring to the 
summary action of the Supreme 
Court which resulted in an affirm- 
ance of the New York federal 
court’s decision on the preliminary 
papers. Plea cited-‘‘new evidence” 
presented by the 
lower court after the high 
had previously sent back the case 
for new hearings. This evidence, 
company said, demonstrated that 
integration and ownership of thea- 
tres was not the cause of a control 


majors in the 
court | 


' fenders 


ticularly concerned with company 


that of films about the same figur- personnel not designated as de- 


ing 12,000,000 theatre seats and 212 


might be possible if the eco- 
nomics of the situation works it- 
self out. Theatres must be 
equipped with television equip- 
ment and personnel trained. This 
is not an easy task and certainly 
not an inexpensive one.” 

Blasts Distributors 


Rembusch named Columbia, 
Metro and Paramount as chief of- 
in selling practices with 
which he took issue. ‘“‘There is an 
avaricious force at work within our 
industry,” Allied prez declared, 


won a better deal than would be 
handed other defendants in the 
form of consent decrees. D of J so 
acted because it felt the first con- 
sent decree. would enhance its 
chances of winning the suit. Lasser 
contended that later results 
“worked out that way.” Moreover, 
he added, Par acted before the suit 
was won and thereby was in a bet- 
ter trading position. 

According to the D of J legalite, 
among the advantages of the suit 
victory, were the following: 


city council accepted explan: re op a aan pees wee ee Seeeeny. ayn thy — ye sd sad —. 1. Distribs having no affiliated 
tion of Crystal Py that seed ais ‘a. po $2.000.000 s Three companies also told the ‘a yer eee aes x: pl A te outlets will have to increase their 
short to which police objected v wie Coo Supreme Court that the lower ill f3 be ~ toad v* y production and offer better terms 
shown inadvertently and renewed bench had registered “a complete me “al Seetiien oa eee to compete for exhibition business. 
its license which was jeopardized . |] about-face” in its second decision 1 ot capo ceon gee “dete " ae _ 2. New territories will be open to 
after manager’s arrest for exhibit- Big Circuits which ordered divorcement and di- - — years ago, om os wer indie operation. si 
ing pic. il vestiture. “Surely the rejection of | appy to get 20% and 25% from 3. Abolition of joint ownership 
Theatre Associates, largest of Continued from page - ==mam¥ competitive bidding by the Su- drive-ins as gross rental. Last) and pools will enable indies to com- 


non-profit buying and _ booking 
combines, lost another of its large 
accounts when Bennie Berger cir- 
cuit withdrew. Previously the big 
Volk Bros. circuit had quit. 

First break in admission prices 
in Twin Cities came with RKO 
Theatres cutting early morning 
scale from 50c. to 35c., a tariff that | 
prevailed some years ago. It is 
being watched by the trade. 

Twin City members of North 
Central Allied are beefing because 
20th-Fox has given the Hillside, 
suburban drive-in, early availabili- 
ty on a number of its releases. De- | 


b.o. slump. The smallfry exhib 
who does business in one or two 
situations alone has been badly 
riddled if his theatres are located 
in affected areas. The big chains, 
however, which straddle large sec- 
tions of the country are riding the 
current decline nicely. 


The RKO report demonstrates | 


that distribution takes the brunt 
when the b.o. slips. Almost $2,000,- 
000 of the $3,000,000 dip in grosses 
was absorbed by distribs in the) 
form of reduced rentals collected 


preme Court affords no_ good 
ground for the expediting court 
to reverse itself on the divorcement 
issue,” reargument papers declare. 
The High Court, papers said, had 
directed a thorough consideration 


of the case on the merits and the | 
lower court had failed to comply. | 

Metro petition pointed up the, 
current b.o. difficulties of the -in- | 


dustry and the fact that revenues 
are now 


| nie Get Your Gun” besides depriv- 
“in recognizable decline.” | 


, 30% and 35%. 


“Divorcement will definitely com- | 


pel a material curtailment in mak- 
ing the superior quality motion pic- 


distribs upped their sights to 
“This year, so far, 
the demands of some companies 
have reached an alltime high by 
demanding as much as 50% of 


year, pete on an equal basis. 

4. Freedom from discriminatory 
practices will enable the indie to 
buy better product, at better play- 
ing times, and utilize his showman- 
both indoor and outdoor theatre's ship better to compete with outside 
gross,” he asserted. opposition. 

Allied topper accused Metro of « 


seeking percentages in all situa- ] 
Rank Deal | 


tions on “Battleground” and “An- 
Continued from page 5 











ing local exchanges of the power to | 
allocate terms. Such a trend, he === 


added, “could only bring about Deal covers theatrical rights alone. 
increased intra-industry strife and | Britisher, if he so chooses. 








m 
clare this is an injustice to con- from the chain. Rentals paid by | tures for which this country has result in loss of playdates for| make a a separate tieup for 16m po 
ventional neighborhood and subur- RKO theatres in 1949 totaled $10,-| become world famous over the Metro’s pictures and boxoffice rev- television rights. 

ran theatres. 961,637, while the figure was $12,- | years.” enue for the entire industry.” Co-| 


First three pix to be released by 


a 608,200 in 1948. | Reargument plea will be decided lumbia, he said, had lost from Pentagon will be “Men of Two 
CHICAGO Annual report was issued in con-| by the Supreme Court on the pa- | $2,000,000-$2,500,000 on “Jolson| Worlds,’ “London Town” and 

Jackson Park theatre, which junction with a proxy statement pers alone without any oral hear- Sings Again” because of its early “Eureka Stockade,” Aussie-made 
switched to a dual policy about |calling a meeting of stockholders ng. | sales policy on the pic. film. ‘Worlds” was to be released 


a month ago, is back to single fea- 
tures. 

Carl Kruger, indie producer, or- 
ganized C-K Picture Co., with at- 
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for July 25 in Dover, Del. At that 
time stockholders will be asked 
to approve the company’s action in 
winning a delay in divorcement un- 
itil the end of the year. Meet is 
lalso intended for the reelection of 
the company’s seven directors. 

| Depinet’s Letter 
| 


|as long as possible because of the | 
‘continued substantial losses by the 
| distrib wing. In this regard, report | 


| disclose a loss of $3,721,415 by the | 
\sales branch: in 1949 against red-| 


\ink totals of $5,288,750 in 1948. 
| Writeoffs on films and stories came 
|to $1,060,400 in the past year and 
| $3,357,371 in °48. 


| 


| 








Popkin—Justman 


Continued from page 3 





rather than quantity. 
they have been talking with Stan- 


| lah.” 


To this end. 


Round Letter to stockholders from Ned | ley Kramer as an important source “If Paramount’s ‘Blue Print for the | New York Theatres | 
Trim Special \E. Depinet, RKO prez, points up| of product. Future’ includes any more Pictures | 
7 P pe the need to postpone divorcement! 3. After a certain period, if UA to be sold on terms of ‘Samsen and | 


has reached the point of desired , 


stability, Popkin and Justman, who 


will have had managerial contro} | 


in the interim, will get the 60°% 
of the stock. 


Popkin and Justman said they 


|are prepared to remain east indefi- 


| Further breakdown of distribu- 


|tion shows a steady decline in gross 
_rentals. From a peak of $73,851,680 
in 1947, rentals worked down to 
| $65, 590,801 in 1948 and $52,147,872 


nitely. UA’s negotiating team was 
further decimated last Thursday 


| (15) when Schwartz took off for his 
Lake Placid home for the summer, 
|}although he is prepared to return 


to New York at any time he is 


|in 1949. Domestic grosses amount- | needed. 


ed to $39,120,126 in 1949 against 


Understanding is that Sears is 


|that you instruct your local ex- | 
| change managers to give immediate | 


the number of theatres closed in 


|} assay the motion picture market.” 


/compassed the exhibitor field, par- | 
| Popkin, Justman Would Stay East! 


Turning his fire on Paramount, | by 
Rembusch charged the company 
with “coercing” increased admis- 
sion prices on “Samson and Deli- 
His assault on Par was pre-| 
ceded by a telegram sent to Alfred | 
W. Schwalberg, Par’s distrib vee- 
pee, by the convention. It declared: 


Universal but the company 
backed down after some question 
was raised whether the story 


would cause protests from Negro 
| qrouee. 




















Delilah’ there will be no future for|_ 
the independent exhibitor. We in- 
sist you be realistic and recognize | 
the terrible recession which has en- 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
Rockefeller Center 
SPENCER TRACY @ JOAN BENNETT 
ELIZABETH TAYLOR 


“FATHER OF THE BRIDE” 


DON TAYLOR @ BILLIE BURKE 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures 
Plus Spectacular Stage Presentatien 





ticularly in New Jersey, and ask | 


relief before New Jersey leads in| 








the U. S.” 
Those Academy Pix 
Production, Rembusch declared, | 
“has lost its ability to correctly | 


On the subject of the Academy, he | 











| ee WIDMARK 
| GENE TIERNEY 
“Night pol the City" 
—In Person — 
LUCILLE BALL 7th Ave. 
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$48, 242,605 in. 1948, and $54, 897,725 | | personally involved in the deal to 
lin 1947. Overseas, total in '49 was | the extent of his desire to keep the 
TRAVEL AGENTS RECOGNIZED | $11,524, 175; in 48 it came to $15.- | ;company operative and an assur- 
- | 783,814 and in °47 to a high of | ance that he would remain its ex- 
$17,247,476. ,ecutive head under the Popkin- 

Two added advantages to post-;Justman contrel. Unless the Pop- 
poning divorcement were cited by | kin-Justman deal—or some other 
Depinet. Company had saved $2,-| arrangement — is consummated, 
091,000 in federal taxes in 1948 and | danger always remains of the dis- 
$1,759,000 in 1949 by including the 'tributing company going to the 
losses of distribution. Moreover, a sheriff. Chaplin and Miss Pickford 
revolving production loan of $8,-| have never shown any inclination 
500,000 would not carry into the to dive into their own pockets to 
divorced company because the , meet its losses. 


Free Ticket Delivery Irregular Flights 











added: “If you want proof of the | 
lack of boxoffice effectiveness of | 
Academy Award pictures, ponder | 
'the performance of the runner- “up | 
and winner of the Award, ‘The | 
Heiress’ and ‘All the Kings Men.’ >| 
‘Ma and Pa Kettle Goes to Town’ 

and the ‘Yellow Cab Man’ will 
never receive good critics’ reviews, | 
neither will they receive Academy | 

Awards, but they turned in healthy | 

national grosses.” 

Among the other speakers were 
i Leon J. Bamberger, RKO exec, who: 


som 
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LONDON “NEw YORK)? ~” (HoLLyWooD) 


EXTEND THEIR CONGRATULATIONS ANO THANKS TO 
DOROTHY LAMOUR | 


AT THE COMPLETION OF A MOST WONDERFUL SEASON AT THE LONDON PALLADIUM AND A'TERRIFIC WEEK AT THE EPIRE GLASEOW, 


LONDON SAYS VIVE LAMOUR 


Cbening Standard _.- FR’ - 


Vive Lamour! 


THE WILD APPLAUSE PROCLAIMED THE ADVENT OF 
DOROTHY LAMOUR, NEVER HAVE | SEEN SUCH 


DAILY GRAPHIC PERFECT COMPOSURE.IN SHORT WE WERE UNDER é HE ST A GE 


THE SPELL OF THE PERFECT AMERICAN WOMAN, AND 











PBS 


WHAT COULD BE MoRE PERFECT THAN THAT f 
WITH A COMPLETE LACK oF DOROTHY LAMOUR OPENED HERE ON 


AFFECTATION, A SOOTHING BEVERLEY BAXTER. MP, MONDAY AND AT ONCE MADE GOOD, 








AND A CHARMING MANNER, THE AUDIENCE CHEERING AGAIN 


E 


ROTHY LAMOVUR SOON HAD 
- AND AGAIN. MISS LAMOUR 1S ONE 


T AUDIENCE ON ITS TOES 
7 OF THE BRIGHTEST ARTISTS 





YELLING FOR MORE, 





AMERICA HAS SENT US YET. 


Siete aoe 








NEWS CHRONICLE 


PLENTY OF SINGERS HAVE COME FROM 


Daily RK Mail 


FOR A FILM STAR DOROTHY LAMOUR : me 
THE U.S.A TO THE PALLADIUM. BUT VERY ; 
SHOWS A RARE COMMAND OF THE — 
FEW HAVE HAD A PERSONALITY SO 
STAGE. HER STYLE 1S SIMPLE, 
IMMEDIATELY LIKABLE AS WELL AS 
SOPHISTICATED AND DEMVRELY 
ALLURING — OR HAVE GIVEN %&O e 
PROVOCATIVE. ay 
SPONTANEOUS AN IMPRESSION OF 
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BEING WHAT WE CALL A THOROUGHLY 





Goop SoRT. 





: The Daily Telegraph aa 
T H ess ky TIM E S SHE HAS GOOD 1.00KS,A CHARMING Voice, SHE “ THE STAR 


MOVES GRACEFULLY AND IMMEDIATELY GETS ON 
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NBC, CBS Still Fighting It Out 


On Audience Front in Counter Claims 





NBC had some fresh ammuni- + 
tion to toss into the competitive | 


race with CBS for audience su- 
premacy, coming up with final re- 
turns from Broadcast Measure- 
ment Bureau’s $1,000,000 industry- 
financed Study No. 2. 

Here’s the gist of the NBC Story, 
based on the BMB survey. 

On daytime listening, NBC en- 
joys a weekly margin of 1,500,000 
homes. (30,771,450 NBC homes; 
29.169.880 CBS homes). 

On nighttime listening, NBC has 
a weekly margin oi 2,500,000 
homes. (32,772,490 NBC homes; 
30,245,000 CBS homes). 

CBS has rushed in with counter | 
claims, asserting leadership day- 
time and nighttime, via the Niel- | 
sens, and accenting that the CBS 
figures are “up to date.” The CBS 
story reads: 

Daytime: CBS, 30,443,600, as 
against NBC’s 28,774,900. 

Nighttime, CBS, 30,972,700, as 
against NBC’s 30,077,300. 

It’s been NBC's argument that, 
so far as advertiser acceptance 
goes, it’s the BMB network cover- 
age data that cuts any kind of ice 
with the radio time-buyers, and to 
bulwark its BMB revelations, NBC 
is ready to promote to the hilt the 
results of a survey conducted by 
an academic researcher. showing 
that 90°. of the time-buyers use | 
BMB as their best source of in-| 
formation for web coverage; that | 
only 10° prefer using some other 
measurement (Hooper, Nielsen, et | 
al.). 

CBS still points to its 16 out of 
Nielsen’s Top 20 during the height 
of the past broadcasting season. 
So far as Columbia’s concerned, 
that’s top dog on anybody’s kilo- 





Robt. Coe to WPTR 


Albany, June 20. 

Robert Coe, formerly 
WPIX, New York, has been ap- 
pointed general manager of WPTR, 
50,000-watt station controlled by 


the Schine interests. Russell David, 
of engi- | 
man- ; 


charge 
as general 
Fred R. 


vice-president in 
neering, doubled 
ager since March, when 
Ripley resigned. 





N.0. Charges May — 
Involve WIPS 


Washington, June 20. 

Status of package advertising 
deals involving compulsory or vol- 
untary combination rates 
hinge on the outcome of the Jus- 
tice Dept.’s anti-trust suit filed last 
week against the Times-Picayune 
Publishing Co., owners of the New 


| Orleans (morning) Times-Picayune, 


the States (evening), and the Pica- 
yune and States (Sunday). 
tion was filed in the U. S. district 
court for the eastern district of 
Louisiana against the company and 
L. K. Nicholson, president, and 
other officers as individuals. 

The department's complaint 
charges the company with acquir- 
ing a competitive newspaper (the 
States), combining the Sunday is- 


'sues of both into the Times-Pica- | 


vune and States, refusing to sell 
advertising in the morning and 
evening papers separately, requir- 
ing advertisers to purchase space 
in the Picayune and States as a 


with | 


may | 


The ac- | 














HARRY SALTER 
MUSICAL DIRECTOR 
Stop the Music—ABC 








WOXR’s Cuffo 
Upstate Web For 
11-Station Picku 


Sponsors of commercial pro- 
grams on WQXR, N. Y., will have 
their airers broadcast cuffo on 11 
stations of the Rural Radio Net- 


web starts carrying the station’s 
nighttime and Sunday shows on 
July 1. 


Programs such as RCA-Victor’s 
| “Showcase,”’ heard twice weekly on 


WQXR, will be aired as is, plugs | 


|and all. However, commercial spot 
| announcements on the indie will be 
dropped for the RRN, with its in- 


j 





Chicago, June 20. 
Conrad Jones has been named 
media director at MacFarland, 
Aveyard & Co. 
He succeeds Chandler Bates, who 
has resigned to join Pathfinder 
sales staff. 


Ask FCC to Ban 


: Permit Switches 


Washington, June 20. 

Strong opposition to a proposal 
to stop trafficking in frequencies 
iby revoking permits where con- 
'tracts to sell are entered into be- 








|gram tests, was made before the 
| FCC yesterday (19). Arguments 
| against the restriction were pre- 


| 


| sented by the Federal Communica- | 


‘representing individual _ stations. 


| time. 


The NAB, which had filed a brief | 


|opposing the ban, waived appear- 
|}ance at the hearing, 
work when the upstate New York | 


Vernon Wilkinson, of the firm of 
Haley, McKenna & Wilkinson, ap- 
pearing as a friend of the court, 


|told the Commissien it is propos- 


ing to do by rule what Congress 
has refused te do by statute. The 


| problem of preventing trafficking 
|in permits, he thought, does not 


Rush Into Daytime Network Radio 
Posing New ‘Station Time’ Problems 


+ No matter what the plight of 


Jones to MacFarland Agcy. 


the networks on nighttime avaii- 
abilities, the rush of major spon- 
sors into daytime network radio 
continues unabated. It poses a 
problem for the webs, notably NBC 
and CBS, both of whom will go 
into the °50-’51 semester in the 
fall holding full skeds, so far as 
morning and afternoon time is con- 
cerned. 


The question uppermost in the 


|minds of the web sales execs is 


| 


how to recapture additional seg- 
ments from the stations. The net- 
works are reconciled to the fact 
that the going won’t be easy, for 
the lush coin, so far as the major 
affiliates go, comes from local cli- 
ents on station-time programming. 

CBS has already asked the affili- 
ates to “go network” at 10 in the 
morning on the heels of Lever 
Bros. buying the extra 15-minutes 
of Arthur Godfrey, and while the 


: : |response from th iliates h: 
fore the station is ready for pro-| P e affiliates has 


thus far been heartening, the net- 
work realizes that capturing addi- 
tional time won’t be that easy. 
Both NBC and CBS report that 
they are getting repeated inquiries 


: ifrom bigtime clients who want to 
| tions Bar Assn. and several lawvers | B 


embrace daytime radio for the first 
To satisfy them—and the 
webs are obviously reluctant to 
turn down any new biz—the bur- 
den of finding the additional time 
falls on the sales boys. In NBC, 
the pre-10 a. m. and noon to 2 
p. m. segments are ‘‘station time,’ 
but the affiliates are riding the lo- 
cal gravy train at those periods. 
Ditto in the case of CBS, where 
it’s a case of recapturing before 10 
a. m. and 4 to 6 in the afternoon. 








Oat WAR ots To 








unit at combination rates, and 
other practices. 
The Times-Picayune case may 


cycles, BMB or no BMB. 


As far as the trade’s concerned, 
the Nielsen-Hooper rating picture 


dividual stations substituting local | lend itself to an absolute rule. He | Red Foley Success Poses 


announcements. commercial or oth- | cited various situations beyond the 
erwise. The RRN outlets will be |Control of a permittee where a) Dyrgb] for NBC: S 
| transfer is necessary and desirable | robiem or ? tar 





‘ 











appears to be one of confusion. 
With Hooper out of the national 
rating picture, the Nielsen sample, 
it’s argued by many, while per- 
haps more representative of a/| 
cross-pattern of U. S. listening, is 
still too small. Noted within the 
trade, too, is the fact the agency- 
network hepsters aren't as “Pocket- 
piece-happy” as in the days of the! 





| Status pending the 


| tors on “temporary” 


well involve its radio station, 
WTPS (‘and WTPS-FM), whose li- 
cense, in view of the Justice ac- 
tion, may be put on temporary 
court’s deter- 
mination. FCC, it will be recalled, 
has placed a large number of sta- 
tions licensed to anti-trust viola- 
until it has de- 
termined whether it should adopt 





free to leave in public service spots 
or to substitute others, as they 
choose. The stations will also carry 


(Continued on page 34) 


WNBC SETS EVENING 
TEX & JINX DIGEST’ 





| Jinx” shows during the last four 


| while the station is still in the con- 
| struction stage. Wilkinson is a for- 
imer FCC assistant general counsel. 
Vernon C. Kohlhaas, of Pierson 

| & Ball, representing KOB of Tuc- 
|son, Ariz., and a number of other 
| stations, argued against the pro- 
posal on the ground it might dis- 
| courage venture eapital trom the 





May Be Yanked from Show 


NBC is.in a peculiar dilemma 
with the success of its Red Foley 
show, cross-the-board at 9 a.m. The 
slot, which has long been used for 
a hillbilly music stanza, fed to .a 
limited network, had been picked 
up by only 10-15 stations. However, 


rhythm, there are now 93 stations 


a uniform policy respecting the| “Tex & Jinx Digest,” comprising | radio-television field. with the recent skedding of Red 
green-cover Hooper book. A lot | (Centionsd on sane Ot -excerpts from the Tex McCrary- : Foley from WSM, Nashville, and 
of people say they’re unable to in- | u on page < | Jinx Falkenburg early morning “Hi , . the national upbeat ‘in rustie 

DRAGNET’ BACKING BY 


terpret the Nielsen charts. | 
| 


ABC’s Contract With 
Don McNeill Includes 
Wife and the Kiddies 


Radio will be around for at least 
another two decades, says ABC, 
which this week signed Don Mc- 


NO OLD GOLD, SO CBS 
SETTLES FOR SUSTAINE 


CBS is settling for a new sus- 
tainer for the Friday night 9 to 10 
time, which the web had hoped to 


“Original Amateur Hour.” In- 
stead, OG picked up its ABC 
Thursday night period for a 13- 


|years, has been set by WNBC, 


flagship, to take over the | 


|6:30 to 6:45 p. m. slot cross-the- 
| board. Show, which is taped and 
_ which consists mainly of interviews 
| with guest celebs conducted by the 
husband and wife team, replaces 


| reserve for the Old Gold-sponsored | the Henry Morgan show. 


| Beach Haven Realty of Brook- 
lyn, meanwhile, has picked up the 
‘tab on the McCrarys’ Sunday show, 


Neill, “‘Breakfast Club” emcee, to | week renewal, meanwhile setting | aired from noon to 12:30 p. m. 


a 20-year contract. ABC has Me- 
Neill tied up for teevee too, with a 


its sights on a NBC switchover in 
the fall. 





commitment for the °50-’51 season 
in an hour-long show on Wednes- 
days at 9 p.m. Swift, Phileo and 
General Mills, which back the 
“Breakfast Club,” have options on 
the video stanza. 

ABC, which had to fight off CBS 
and NBC to keep the performer 
who has been on the web for 17 
years, gave McNeill the A-1 plush 
carpet treatment in N. Y. McNeill 
is in Gotham this week before 
leaving Friday (23) on a six-week 
trip to Europe. 

The new contract also covers 
*MeNeill’s wife and three sons. 
Latter will make occasional appear- 
ances on the show. In addition te 
boosting his take, the new pact 
gives the emcee more time off. 
He'll originate from Chicago nine 
months of the year, from N. Y. 
two weeks and on tour two weeks, 
with two months off each year. 


Pabst’s 13-Week Bangtail 
Series With Don Ameche 


Chicago, June 20. 

Pabst Brewing Co. has picked up 
13. weekly half-hour periods on 
NBC to air the Saturday feature 
-¥races from Arlington and Washing- 
ton Parks here. Don Ameche has 
been pacted to emcee the bangtail 
series which bows July 8, 5:30-6 
p. m. Actor will handle the color 
and interviews with Jack Drees 
calling the races. 

Ameche, with a busy summer in 
radio ahead of him, takes over on 
ABC's “Breakfast Club” Monday 
€26) during Don MeNeill’s  six- 
week vacation. ° 





New CBS show is the hour-long 
,|Tin Pan Alley talent showcase 
‘called “Songs for Sale,” starring 
|Jan Murray, with Ray _ Bloch’s 
‘'orch. It preems June 30 and the 
following week goes on as an AM- 
TV simuleast. 


With the exception of the new “Di- 
gest,” consequently, they are now 
completely sponsored by WNBC. 
| Despite the much-publicized hous- 
ing shortage, Beach Haven will 
plug a new 1,800-apartment hous- 
ing development ig Brooklyn. “Di- 
gest” is being sold on a participat- 
ing basis. 











tribute to the late John Shepar 


Brookline, Mass.: 


but in the entire country. 


ard was respected and admired. 


ciples. 


grams, talent and techniques. 


low broadcasters would join me 


“In building WNAC and the 


families in our area. 





Eulogy to a B 


Linus Travers, exec veepee and general manager of the Yankee 
Network, last week went on WNAC, Boston, to pay the following 


casting Pioneer 


d, 3d, founder of the station and 


the Yankee Network, while funeral services were being held in 


“John Shepard was*truly a pioneer in radio, not only in Boston 
From the beginning, his enterprise and 
his courage combined to make him a leader in the growth of radio 
and in its development along a path of soundness and dignity. 
“Everywhere that broadcasters gathered, the name of John Shep- 


Not as a professional greeter, or 


as an industry charlatan but as a man of integrity and sound prin- 
A catalog of his accomplishments would indicate his influ- 
ence reached every phase of the’ business—management, codes of 
practice, guardianship of free speech, independent operation, pro- 
There is hardly an accepted prac- 
tice in current broadcasting whose inception had not been infiu- 
enced to some degree by the constructive thinking of John Shepard. 

“Here in New England we are particularly indebted to him for 
his eontributions to radio broadcasting. 


I'm sure that all our fel- 
in saying that he did more than 


any other in the formative days to stabilize the medium and es- 
tablish it as indispensable part of our daily lives. 


Yankee Network, he introduced 


countless ideas designed to bring greater enjoyment to the radie 
In the realm ef sports broadcasting, news 
gathering and distribution, interviews and special events, his name 
will forever appear in the history of radio as an originator and 


| pioneer. He was the first to do most, of them. 


“Mr. Shepard has gone. 


But whenever a microphone is opened 


| anda transmitter sends out sound, this seientific miracle will for- 
ever be a witness to his contributions to its progress and its power.” 


Continued sponsorship of “Drag- 
net” by Liggett & Myers on behalf 
of its Fatima king-sized 
appears to be in doubt. 

The Thursday night NBC-pack- 
aged cops-and-rebbers series was 
one of the first to be so!d in the 
network’s counter-maneuvering to 
stem the CBS program tide via 
low-cost programming to sponsors. 
However, it’s understood the cli- 
ent hasn’t been too elated with 
the rating of late. 


‘Studios Nix Block On 
Taping of Name Stars 


Hollywood, June 20. 
Basic major studio policy of nix- 
ing all tape recordings for pro- 
grams emanating outside 
Angeles, put a crimp 








in Martin 


views with top name pic stars dur- 
ing his sojourn here. WNEW disk 
jock is concentrating on freelance 
thesps. 

Studios decided on the ban sey- 


taping that inundated the majors. 
Policy is not aimed at Block, 


nor will it affect his taping of pro- 
grams with name stars not under 
firm studio contracts. 


Peddler’s Showcase 


First of ABC’s three special 
broadcasts on salesmanship will be 
aired Friday (23) at 10 p.m., dis- 
| cussing the advertising peddler. 

Taking part will be Thomas D’A. 
| Brophy, Kenyon & Eckhardt chair- 
man; Benjamin H. Namm, of 
Namm’s dept store, Brooklyn; Lee 
H. Bristol, Bristol-Myers Co. prez; 








Block’s plans to tape-record inter- | 


eral years ago because it was im- | 
possible to control programs out- | 
side Los Angeles and because prac- | 
tice led to a deluge of requests for | 


L&IM NOW SEEN IN DOUBT 


cigaret | 


taking the stanza. 

This has led the network to 
make a sales piteh on the show. 
However, since Foley is exclusive- 
ly tied to Camel cigarets, the 
“Grand Ole Opry” personality will 
have to be taken out of the 9 a.m. 
show if it goes commercial. Hank 


Williams and Cowboy Copas are 


| 


being mulled for the stint. 


N.Y. SYMPH REPACTED 
BY CBS FOR SUNDAYS 


CBS last week signed a new 
contract for another season’s pick- 
up of the New York Philharmonic 





_concerts on Sunday afternoons. 


of Los ‘| 


| 


| 


regarded as a topper in his field, | 


Previousty there had been re- 


ports that the web and the symph, 
which has been carried on a sus- 
taining basis for the past few sea- 
sons, May come to a parting of the 
ways after an affiliation of many 
years. 

_The web sales boys are trying to 
pitch it up for sponsorship. 

= 


Mike Henry as WKOW G.M. 
In First Atlass Move 


Chicago, June 20. 

The appointment of Mike Henry 
to fill the general manager slot at 
WKOW, Madison, Wisc., replacing 
Ralph Ammons last week, is the 
first shakeup at the station since 
the Atlass family move-in June 1. 
At that time the Monona Broad- 
casting Co., WKOW owner, signed 
a five-year pact giving the newly- 
formed Atlass Amusement Co. man- 
agerial and advisory authority. 
Titular head of the management 
outfit is Les Atlass, Jr., WIND pro- 





‘gram director and son ef Les At- 
lass, CBS central division veepee. 


| 
' 
/ 


| 


John Carey, WIND commercial 
manager, is veepee. 

Henry exits the general manager 
post at WWXL, Peoria, Il., to take 


and Clay Buekhout, Life mag ad ever at the Madison station. Prior 


manager. Robert F. Moore, 
| Columbia U., will moderate. 


. 


of to the Peoria assignment he had 


been a WBBM account exec¢ here. 
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SRO DAYS OVER 


~— (BS—School 


They were still talking around 


for Engineers 


CBS this week how the network 


staffers, from salesmen and lawyers down to stenos and secre- 
taries, doubled into the engineering aspects of broadcasting during 


last week's strike of IBEW union members. 


Some of them came 


out of it with a thorough on-the-air schooling as technicians. 

Result was that, although a number of telecasts were lopped off, 
onty 45 seconds of AM programming was lost during the entire 
neriod of the strike, and this (during the 6 p.m. Allen Jackson 
newscast) due to a minor mixup. Not a single agency registered a 
squawk over the manner in which the “white-collarites-turned- 
technicians” got the shows off and on. 


Harry Ommerle, of AM sales 


promotion, did a partieularly ef- 


fective job in engineering the taping of “Candid Mike” and “We 


Take Your Word.” 
departments, and secretaries of 


Salesmen, guys in the legal and purchasing 


he sales execs, were pressed into 


service as technicians and engineers. 








Groaner Seen Slugging It Out With 


Groucho for Wed. Night's Highspot 


11 will be Bing Crosby on CBS 
fighting it out with Groucho Marx 
on NBC next season, with the Wed- 
nesdav night at 9 time becoming 
the pivotal point in the major ’50- 

program slugfest. 

With Marx taking over the same 
time on NBC that he had on Colum- 
bia, reports this week were that the 
way has been cleared for Crosby 
to move up a half-hour into the ex- 
Marx time on Columbia. 

Just who finalized the decision 
isn't quite clear, but it’s understood 
that at the time NBC succeeded in 
signing Marx to his $3,000,000 con- 
tract, CBS board chairman William 
S. Paley indicated he'd slot Crosby 
as the Marx competition as a retal- 
jatorv gesture. 

Around NBC, where elation still 
runs pretty high over the Groucho 
acquisition, they’re wagering that 
Marx will win hands down, while 
the CBS boys are equally confident 
that the Groaner will whittle down 
his former back-to-back mate. 


Chesterheld Still 


In Coma on Como 


With Perry Como’s Chesterfield 
contract still having a year to run, 
at a reported $5,000 a week, the 
Singer’s radio and TV status for 
next season still appears to be up 
in the air. 

\t the moment it looks like 

Como, currently an NBC person- 
ality, will switeh hack to CBS in 
the fall (he was originally under 
contract to Columbia, which lend- 
leased him to NBC several seasons 
back at the behest of Chesterfield). 
The ciggie company has purchased 
three 15-minute weekly TV _ seg- 
ments (7:45 to 8) on CBS, and in- 
dications are that Como will go 
into that time, although it’s report- 
ed that the singer isn’t too keen 
On doing severa’ shows a week. 
. \s for AM, there’g some doubt 
that Como will get a Chesterfield 
showcase next season. His radio 
Program the past season on NBC is 
being cancelled. 


Johnson Waxes Skids 
For ‘Fibber ’n’ Molly’; 
Peddle Team for 216 


Hollywood, June 20. 

I's no fib that “The McGee’s” 
and Johnson wax are calling it off 
atler a dozen years. Although no 
one will admit that the cancellation 
Is firm, these facts speak for them- 
Selves: 

Sid Strotz of NBC is offering the 
Jordans around for $21,000. 


Phil Leslie, for seven years co- 
“riter with Don Quinn, has been 
&!ven his notice. 


"51 











+ 


s 8 ’ 
Douglas in ‘Danger 
CBS this week was negotiating 
a contract with Kirk Douglas for 
the film star to do an adventure- 
type show called “Operation Dan- 
ger.” 
If deal jells, it will go on for a 
summer ride and originate from 
the Coast. 


Ackerman Inked 


To Unique CBS 
AM-TV Exec Spot 





In one of the most unusual net- | CBS-TV later this month, cracked | 


work deais of the year, Harry Ack- 
erman, Cvast program veepee for 
_CBS, this week negotiated a long- 
iterm contract with board chairman 
William S. Paley whereby he fills 
the newly-created title of execu- 
itive head of radio and television 
| production for the web. He will 
| continue to berth on the Coast, op- 
‘erating under program  veepee 
Hubbell Robinson, Jr., with a size- 
able hike in coin. 

Jnique aspect of deal is that it 
reportedly gives Ackerman an 
equity in the new AM-TV shows he 
develops on the Coast. Ackerman 
flew in Monday (19) to finalize the 
‘pact with Paley. 

New Ackerman post ties in with 
the CBS concept on the important 
‘role the Coast will play in the TV 
| future. 


RWG Set to Fight 


| Morals Clause’ 


Special membership meeting of 
‘the Radio Writers Guild in New 
York last week voted unanimously 
to express its opposition to inclu- 
sion by networks of a “morals 
, clause” in freelance scripters’ con- 
‘tracts. RWG also instructed the 
strategy committee to mull ways 
‘of combating the practice, “up to 
|and including strike,” and to re- 
port back to the membership on its 
recommendations, 

Another resolution termed the 

(Continued on page 34) 


CBS AFFILIATES SEEN 
FOR MORE GODFREY TIME 


Those CBS alarms over recap- 
furing the 10 to 10:15 a.m. pe- 
‘riod (station time) from the major 
affiliates to permit for an added 
15-minute sponsorship of Arthur 








Godfrey for Lever Bros., apparent- | 


ly were for naught. 
| As of early this week, more than 
100 stations responded to Celum- 


PROUD WEBS NOW 
GRUB FOR BIZ 


| The SRO days in network radio 
|are over. Unlike a couple of sea- 
;sons back, when 





|as to which program was slotted | 
| where, there’s lots of time to be| 


| had for the asking—and nobody’s 
| asking questions as to “what's your 
| show ?”’ 

| Around the networks today one 
|can see the open spaces even on 


}an unclear day. NBC, which had 


the least available of the open com- | 


mercial time segments, makes no 
bones today about inviting clients 
on a deal basis whereby the web 
will share in the program costs. 
That’s a far ery from the ’48-’49 era 
in broadcasting. The SRO pros- 
pects, however, are gloomier for 
|next season, in the wake of year- 
|end cancellations and those on tap. 
' CBS is in a less favorable posi- 
tion than NBC, sticking hard and 
| fast to its program-time rate sched- 
ules. Friday night is wide open, 
| the network sales boys encounter- 
|ing plenty of difficulty getting pros- 
pective clients to listen, despite the 
{flock of program availabilities. 
| Tuesday night from 9:30 on is in 
the sustaining columns. Ditto for 
Wednesday night. (Bing Crosby’s 
Chesterfield show has been heard 
the past season in the 9:30 time, 
but it’s scheduled to be moved up 
to 9 next season; Burns & Allen, 
sponsored in the Wednesday at 10 
period the past season, will be 
moved out of the spot, now that 
they’ve lost their bankroller.) 


The Props From Under 
| Garry Moore, who preems on 





'last week: “Just as I was solidify- 
ing myself in radio, they knock the 
| AM props from under me and stick 
|me in video.” That reaction is 
|about par for the course of the 
| comedy talent front, where clients 
land agencies (or even 
| works) are no longer interested in 
‘the strictly-radio potentials of per- 
| sonalities, but insist en trying them 
out for TV-size, as well. 


FOR NETW 


ORK 





NBC, CBS and' 
| ABC could afford to be particul# | 


the net-| 








Fine Feathers 
Chicago, June 20. 
WBBM is using a parakeet 
as-a promotional stunt. Bird 
will be used on several shows, 
| after being taught to speak the 
| sponsor’s name, give station 
| breaks, etc. Gimmick of nam- 
ing the pet will also be used, 
| With prizes to winner. 
Local AFRA spokesman 
| doubted if a membership in 
| the union would be necessary. 


i 
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Sponsors To 


} 


~ Enmcees: Make 


| 
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Like Groucho 
| Ever since the rating pull, coin 
| payoff and general trade excite- 
|ment engendered by Groucho 
Marx’s “You Bet Your Life” quiz 
show, sponsors of similar audi- 
ence participation programs have 
| been sending out notices to the 
emcee talent, asking them, in ef- 
fect, why. they can’t “make like 
Groucho.” 

The clients would prefer a soft- 
pedaling of the prize giveaways in 
|preference to the “personality 
| buildup” of their emcees. The 
| performers, in turn, have become 


| miffed at the request, pointing out 





| to make a Groucho.” 





There’s Life in NAB Yet: Board 
Finds Effects of Recent Web Exits 
‘Not Bad,’ Financial Status Good 


Washington, June 20. 
NAB beard of directors, begin- 
ning a threé-day meeting here to- 
day (Tu@s.), found the affairs of 


the organization “‘not as bad as they 
look” in view of recent resigna- 
tions of CBS and ABC and several 
independent stations. 


Despite the loss of $60,000 in 
revenue resulting from the with- 
drawal of the two nets, a spokes- 
man said, the association’s finan- 
cial condition is actually better 
than it was at the beginning of the 
year, thanks largely to an increase 
in station dues. This increase, it 
was learned, has more than offset 
approximately 125 station resigna- 
tions (including FM’ers who have 
surrendered their licenses to the 
FCC) in the last six months. 

A series of staff resignations an- 
nounced during the last week, in- 
cluding that of the general coun- 
sel, appeared to be unrelated to 
the loss of revenue but were for 
the purpose of setting the associ- 
ation’s house in order prior to the 
board meetings. However, some 
saving is made possible by the 
move. 

Resignation of Don Petty as 


(Continued on page 35) 


Luckies Account 
Exec Switcheroo 


the 





Speculation on BBD&O- 


that “it takes more than a script | Lucky Strike relationship became 


intensified last week with the reve- 


Philip Morris was interested in | lation that the agency has switched 


sponsorship of Garry Moore in a 
| nighttime quiz show if he. would 
| approximate the Marx technique. 


|Moore cut an audition record and 
| although the ciggie company liked 
_it, Moore himself cancelled out, 


'convinced, as he says, that “this 
| wasn’t it.” 


Lever Pressure 














Around the agencies, where the 
major accent is on TV, they're ask- 
ing: *“What’s the competition do- 
national bankrollers to pick up AM 
options for next season—and many 
are holding off on commitments-—— 
it’s because they're concerned that | 
the TV post before them in estab- | Off on A&A Sale 
lishing a video franchise. 
The situation isn’t conducive to- | 
happy, for there’s only just so' CBS by Lever Bros., in the spon- 
much time availability on TV, and |sor’s anxiety to shed the high- 
radio is still paying the freight on | pudgeted ($33,000 a week time- 
video losses. | and-talent) Amos 'n’ Andy show. 
NEW SIN ATR A INTEREST | notified CBS it was anxious to get 
off the A & A sponsorship hook. 
Subsequently CBS has been ped- 
dling the show, but thus far with- 
Frank Sinatra has become the °"y ever has now notified the net- 
newest object of bidding for radio) ork that if it can’t sell the team 
_and television networks’ jockeying | fo, padio, it will ride out another 
‘for exclusive contracts. Interest | season in the Sunday night 7:30 to 
| personality, has widened ever since | . 
'the sock reaction accorded the_ 
| Voice in his recent guest appear-_ FORTUNE POPE BACK 
‘ance on the Bob Hope Frigidaire | 
While CBS is also in there pitch- AT HELM OF WHOM 
ing, NBC appears to be in the, 
favorite position. 
closeted with NBC execs last week, 


| ing?” If there’s a reluctance among 

the competing product may get to, 

ward making the network boys, The pressure has been taken off 
A couple of weeks back Lever 

KEEPS WEBS HOPPING. ling the 

in Sinatra, particularly as a TV ig period. 

| show. | 

but so far there’s no deal. 


‘his family took the station over 


| 


| wants a radio program for the fall. | jgent. 


Burnett’s Kellogg Grab 


Chicago, June 20. 

| Latest takeover by fast-growing old son of the late publisher of Il 
Kellogg Progresso Italo-Americano was ap- 
nt, trans- | pointed to the Board of Higher Ed- 
Eckhardt. ; ucation by New York mayor Wil- 








|Leo Burnett agency is 
| Co.’s Rice Krispies accou 
'ferring from Kenyon & 





' 


| 


account execs on the 
American Tobacco biz. 

There was plenty of trade see- 
ond-guessing last week as to why 
Jack Dunove was taken off the ac- 
count, with Thackrey (Tex) Cum- 
mings, who previously handled the 
Goodrich account, shifted over to 
handle Lucky Strike. Dunove had 
been the American Tobacco ac- 
count exee since BBD&O agency 
inherited the business from Foote, 
Cone & Belding several years back. 

Some are of the opinion that, 
while the Donove-Vincent Riggio 
(ex-Lucky Strike prez) relations 
solidified the agency’s hold on the 
account, Cummings and Hahn, Rig- 
gio’s successor, are more closely at- 
tuned on program thinking. 


lucrative 





Transcription Library 
Field Garnering More 
Big Names as Biz Perks 


Transcription library field, cash- 
ing in on the boom in spot radio 


business, is attracting bigger 
names. RCA’s Thesaurus will re- 
lease “Music of Manhattan,” with 
Johnny Desmond and .. Bette 
Chapel, backed by the Hugo Win- 
terhalter orch, Aug. 1. Associated 
Program Service, subsidiary of 
Muzak, has signed Evelyn Knight 
and Mindy Carson and has re- 


Fortune Pope, who launched the | signed Vic Damone, each doing & 
Sinatra Was ‘heavy Italian-language concentra- quarter-hour, three-times-weekly 


tion of WHOM, Jersey City, when | show. 


In the past eight months the. 


Now that he’s no longer bound ¢;9m the Cowles brothers in 1946, RCA service has released stanzas 
to any Metro commitment, Sinatra | has returned to active operation of | featuring Fran Warren, 
is free to go TV. However, he also the indie. He’s been elected pres-| Thornhill, June Christy with the 


Claude 


Johnny Guarnieri group, Ray Mc- 


Generoso Pope, Jr., his brother, ; Kinley orch, Allen Roth orch, “Old 
remains as executive veepee, but |New Orleans” with Jimmie Lytelli 
will not be active in the manage-| and the Delta Eight, Arthur Fied- 


ment. Two weeks ago the 22-year-| ler’s “Concert Hall of the Air,” 


“Spotlight on Artie Shaw,” and 
Frank Black and the Singing 
Americans. 

World Broadcasting, the Frede 


‘ 3 ; 
. 
r i 








liam O'Dwyer. The mayor has been | eric W. Ziv library service, is of- 


rumored slated to be named head | fering a battery of names, includ- 
ing Dick Haymes, Russ Morgan, 


| This is third Kellogg product ac-| 
Burnett since first of the 
|of the new Pope charitable foun- 


The Jordans—Marian and Jim— 
and Quinn are under contract to 
NBC. Asking price is for radio 
Only as the family team would 


bia’s pleas for the Godfrey pickup, | 
starting in the fall, and it’s antici-| quired by 


at through the remainder | year. { 
of ‘oe ola virtually all of the| Krispies is currently using dation. David Rose, Eddy Howard, Lynn 


_¢ , : articinati .| Murray, Ray Bloch, Three Suns 
rather forget about TV f ile. | ini tations will have clear-| twice-weekly participations on, Last week another brother, An , ’ 
Neither they nor NBC git | oa the po ‘of local commitments | NBC’s “Howdy Doody” which was | thony, took over as prexy of Colo- onary Po cowna ig ey Regn 
much about the test film they made to permit for a full-web Godfrey | launched June 6 under K&E andjnial Sand and Stone Co., freeing | im: Denscily Sussn Reed, 1488 
some time ago. | ride. ‘ will continue under new agency. | Fortune for the WHOM spot. (Continued on page 35) 
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Sth ANNUAL HArzeTy BADIO-TELEVISION 
REVIEW and PREVIEW—(Season 1990-91) 


VARIETY’s Sth Annual ‘RADIO-TELE- 
VISION REVIEW AND PREVIEW’ will be 
materially and physically designed to make it 
simple for the personnel of Radio and Tele- 
vision to buy and sell time, talent, equipment 
and all its component parts.- 


It’s a ‘must’ for the buyer. It’s a ‘must’ for 
the seller. 


It’s the perfect medium for your advertise- 
ment. Buyer or seller. 


Rates remain the same for this issue. Write 
to any of the offices listed for further in- 


formation. 


Editorial Features By 
Top Showmen 


VARIETY 


NEW YORK, 19 
154 W. 46th St. 


CHICAGO, 11 
612 N. Michigan Ave. 


HOLLYWOOD. 2€ 
6311 Yucca St. 
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Only Three Spots Open as NBC Sets Its | FYE DOMINATI 
Strongest Summer Lineup to Date fF VIF PR 


NBC television is\ heading into + 


the hiatus season with its strongest 
-~,mmer lineup yet. To date, the 
web has 24 half-hour periods fully 
sponsored in its 7 p. m. to mid- 
me sht schedule, in addition to tag- 
ging bankrollers for three different 
13-minute shows. Programwise, 

. schedule has been filled with 
the exception of three slots still 
open —Sisuday night at 8 and 9. 
and Tuesday night at 9. 

\YBC’s commercial strong spot 
this summer will be Anchor-Hock- 
ine’s “Broadway Open House,” 
which will remain Monday through 
Friday from 11 to midnight. Wed- 
nesday will be the. heaviest-spon- 
sored night, with Camels having 
iis “Newsreel Theatre” from 7:45 
io 8: Snowcrop, bankrolling Faye 
Emerson from 8 to 8:15; “Kraft 
‘heatre”’ continuing in the 9 to 10 
slot: Bristol-Myers riding it out 
with “Break the Bank” from 10 to 
10:30. and the A-H show from 11 
to midnight. 

Completed summer lineup now 
has the web starting its Sunday 
networking operations with ‘Meet 
the Press” at 5 p. m. “Watching 
the World” takes over from 5:30 
to 6, with the “Hopalong Cassidy” 
films, sponsored by General Foods, 
going from 6 to 7. “Leave It to 
the Girls” continues on a co-op 
basis at 7; “Armed Forces Hour” 
takes the 7:30 to 8 slot, and Sam- 
mv Kaye's “So You Want to Lead 
a Band” goes from 8 to 8:30. With 
both Colgate and Philco ducking 


(Continued on page 34) 


Video Earns Its 
Stripes in Hub 


Boston, June 20. 





Boston’s two video — stations 
passed their second milestones 
this month and from all indica- 


tions they're pretty healthy babies. 
Since debuting in June, 1948, both 
WBZ-TV and WNAC-TV have 
inade strides in programming, pro- 
duction, camera work and most 
important, advertiser appeal, With 
the city the fifth ranking video 


market in the country and serv-. 


iced by only two outlets at pres- 
ent, it looks destined to become 
(Continued on page 35) 


Jerry Lester, Amsterdam 
Now Set as Regulars For 
Anchor-Hocking M.C. Role 


Jerry Lester and Morey Amster- 


dam have been signed as regular 
emcees on the Anchor-Hocking 
“Broadway Open House” on NBC. 
Lester will be ringmaster Tues- 
davs, Wednesdays and Thursdays, 
while Amsterdam will go on M6n- 
days and Fridays. 

Show has also set singer Jane 
Harvey to work the program three 
nights weekly. Another singer to 
work the remaining time hasn't 
been set as yet. Just what nights 
Miss Harvey will perform, hasn't 
been decided as yet. 


“Broadway Open House” has 
been in difficulties since its in- 
ception, Originally, Don “Creesh” 
Hornsby was signed as emcee, but 
he died shortly before the show 
was to start. Since then, show has 
been trying various emcees. 


Norge Options Thurs. 
Night for TV Show 


J. Walter Thompson, which has 
inherited the Norge refrigerator 
account, has an option on the 
Thursday night 8:30 to 9 time on 
NBC-TV. That's the period pre- 
ceding the Ford-sponsored Kay 
Kyser show, also out of the JWT 
house, 

_Norge expects to get rolling in 
vicoo in the fall, but is still shop- 








ping around the TV marts for a. 


suitable program. 





Soph Tucker’s TV Shot 


Chicago, June 20. 


Jimmy Savage, Chi Trib. col- 
umnist, emceed a half-hour variety 
benefit show for the Chi Heart 


Assn., on WGN-TV Monday night 
(19). 

Sophie Tucker, appearing at the 
Chez Paree, headlined the stint, 
with assists from Peter Lind Hayes, 
Mary Healy, Jimmy Wakely and 
others. 


After 52 ‘Ranger’ 
Telepix, Chertok 
Sees Gold Ahead 


Hollywood, June 30. 

Jack Chertok has ‘completed 52 
“Lone Ranger” films being made 
by his Apex Films for General Mills 
Foods. Chertok, who last week 
inked a contract to make 26 more 
of the films, said that he will break 
even on the initial package of 52 
pix and will come out ahead with 
the 26 additional pictures which he 
starts rolling immediately. Cher- 
tok’s “‘Ranger” pact is the biggest 
to hit television to date. 

Apex started shooting the origi- 
nal 52 films just 11 months ago. 
Chertok’s deal with General Mills 
calls for the Apex firm te get $12.- 
500 per half-hour picture. In tee- 
ing off with the series Chertok was 
spending from $16,500 to $17,000 
per film. This nut was gradually 
cut down to where pix were costing 
$14,000; or $1,500 over budget. Fol- 
lowing the midway mark Chertok 
had pix cut down to the actual 
breakdown figure, and is now 
bringing them in for an estimated 
$11,000 per 30 minutes. 

Apex is now shooting each film 
in two days as against five days 
when series first got under way. 
During the course of the past 11 
months Chertok has learned how to 
cut productional corners and fig- 
ures that withea crew that has 
worked together on the entire se- 
ries, he will have no trouble in> 
coming out ahead of the overal 
series. Chertok has seven writers 





churning out screenplays for these 


IX. | 
“ Films, though sponsored by Gen- | 
eral Mills throughout the country, 
are owned by the creator of “The 
Lone Ranger,’ George W. Trendle. | 
Chertok has finished his participa- 
tion in the deal once the pix are 
completed, but Trendle gets a fur- | 
ther cut each time General Mills | 
rebooks the pix as firm did recent- 
ly by adding a second running of 
the package each week over ABC- 
= Vo 


NBC’s ‘Cameo,’ ‘Menasha’ 
Set for Summer Ride 


NBC-TV this week set two shows 
for a ride through the summer of 
the string of experimental! pack- 
ages that were auditioned during 
the last several months in the 
web’s two showcase periods. Pro- 
grams are “Cameo Theatre,” which 
takes over the Monday night at 8 
slot, replacing “Chevrolet Tele- 
Theatre,” and “The Magnificent 
Menasha.” which will be in the 
Wednesday night at 8:30 period. 

“Cameo,” video’s version of the 
erena-type theatre produced for 
NBC by Albert McCleery, was tried 
out in the Tuesday night at 9:30 
period. That time, subsequently 
occupied by “Armstrong’s Circle 
Theatre,” was used by the web as 





‘its major showcase slot. “Menasha,” 


starring Menasha Skulnik, had its 
tryout in a Monday night at 10 


} 


ent 


'eveing 


, worn by 








Marge Kerr is resigning as tal- 
buyer at N. W. Ayer agency 
to join the William Morris office 
and head the creative television 
program development for the tal- 
ent agency. 

The move follows by a week the 
revelation that Bob Gillham was 
moving into the rival Music Corp. 
of America to handle the creative 
aspects of radio-TV programming. 

Over and above the Kerr-Gill- 
ham appointments, however, is 
seen shaping up the most intensive 
intra-trade rivalry since CBS’ Bill 
Paley went gunning after NBC’s 
top talent roster. 

The William Morris-vs.-MCA 
jockeying for top dog position is 
on in earnest. For the first time 
the talent agencies are moving into 
production on their own, transcend- 


RD FOR TV 





LEAD 


‘ 





' 


Nn. 


ing their previous roles as strictly | 


10% talent’ peddlers. The WM- 
MCA competition in radio will be 


small compared to the rival agen- | 


cies’ blueprinting of plans to domi- 
nate the TV talent-production pic- 
ture. 

As one advertising agency exec 
put it: “It’s no longer a case of 
buying a top name for a video 


'show. From here on in, we buy the 


auxiliary talent and all the com- 
ponent parts that go with it—or 
it’s no dice.” 

Impressive Claims 

With its two-and-a-half-hour Sat- 
urday night spread (Jack Carter 
show and Sid Caesar-Imogene Coca 
“Show of Shows” operating out of 
the Morris talent stable) plus the 
Milton Berle Texaco show, it would 
appear that the WM boys have 
staked the most impressive TV 
claims to date. 

Evidence of the talent agencies’ 
determination to rule the TV roost 
is the byplay going on involving 
NBC and CBS. A year ago the lines 
were unmistakable—it was MCA in 
a close alignment with CBS and 
Paley (involving the multiple capi- 
tal gains maneuvers), with the 
Marris office-NBC liaison equally 
as. pronounced. 

Today, however, MCA is court- 
ing NBC on its radio-TV program- 
ming, particularly bent on break- 
ing up the Morris office stronghold 
in the web’s TV program pattern. 
By the same token, the Morris of- 


‘fice is talking plenty business these 
days with the CBS fraternity, with 


It’s Esso’s CBS Sat. Grid Series 


Vs. Atlantic Refning’s NBC Frays 





— 


Wiley Joins WCAU-TV 


Philadelphia, June 20. 

John P. Wiley joined the sales 
service staff of WCAU-TV yester- 
day (19) as a radio and television 
commercial representative. 

Wiley, who came to WCAU in 
Sept., 1949, was formerly associ- 
ated with the sales and merchan- 
dising staff of Kraft Foods, in| 
Philadelphia 


Montgomery In 
Plans for Giant 





| cently 


ja late-evening, 


It’ll be one oil firm squaring off 
against another in television’s east- 
ern college football lineup this 
all. 

Esso this week signed to sponsor 
CBS-TV’s schedule of eight Satur- 
day afternoon games, starting Sept. 
30 with the.Army-Colgate contest 
from West Point. Atlantic Re- 
fining at the same time pacted to 
bankroll NBC-TV’s series of Col- 
lege games. Latter web will have 
its choice of all games played by 
Ivy League schools, while CBS re- 
acquired exclusive video 
rights to all home games of Army, 
Navy and Columbia, from which it 


iis culling the best. 


CBS also is lining up a half-hour 


| film series on college football high- 


lights, which is being grooved for 
once-weekiy § slot- 


iting. Web is pitching the film show 


Jersey Studio 


Robert Montgomery’s Neptune 
Productions and Macy’s, N. Y. de- | 
partment store, are planning to 
help ease television’s studio space 


| problem by building a studio which | 


would be many times larger: than 
any now existing in N. Y. 


Studio, according to present 


or network on a rental basis. Un- 
der consideration as possible sites 
are a block-square parking lot on 
N. Y.’s Eighth avenue, which is 
owned by Macy’s, and a large un- | 
tenanted plot in New Jersey, across 


' the Hudson -from Manhattan. Con- 


| now 
' web reportedly would have no prior 


struction cost estimated at $6,000,- 
000, would be underwritten by 
Macy’s and WOR, Mutual flagship 


in N. Y., which the department 
store owns. 
Deal is currently being talked 


over among Montgomery and radio 
talent agent John Gibbs, who are 
associated in Neptune, and Macy’s 
prez Jack Straus. Montgomery’s 
“Lucky Strike Theatre” series is 
aired via NBC-TV, but that | 


rights to the studio. It was through | 


'his work as producer on the show, 


however, that Montgomery first | 
(Continued on page 35) 





NBC GETS AUDITION PIC 


four shows currently under discus- | 


sion, one reportedly involving Al 
Jolson for a TV series, 





Battle of Singers 


On Cola Front? 


Pepsi-Cola, via the Biow agency, 
is on the verge of a TV deal, with 
several shows now under considera- 
tion. 

Tony Martin appears to be in the 
favored spot on program choice, al- 
though client and agency are also 
the upcoming CBS-TV 
“Stork Club” program and Faye 
Emerson, 

If Martin gets the nod, it will 
mark a soft-drinks battle of the 
singers since the rival Coca-Cola 


, outfit sponsors Morton Downey. 





VIDEO GIVING CUPID 
ASSIST ON CHI SHOW 


Chicago, June 20. 


OF GROUCHO TELESHOW 


Hollywood, June 20. | 


An audition film of the Groucho, 
Marx television show has been | 


‘filmed by the Hal Roach Studio for | 


' NBC. 


| procedure 


In addition to filming the. 
program for video this fall, NBC} 
had the dialog taped simultaneous- | 
ly to test the plausibility of getting | 
the radio program at the same time 
the filming of the video show is in 
progress. 

This is a reverse on the usual | 
which has been the 
simultaneous filming for video of | 
a radio show. 


A Banker Looks at TV 


Minneapolis, June 20. | 


Delegates to the American In- | 
stitute of Banking convention here | 





| were told by John J. Barry, vice-. 


Now it’s television giving Cupid ; 


an assist. Station WBKB and the 
Balaban and Katz theatres last 
week launched a city-wide search 
for a-prospective bride and groom 
who would be given $1,000 worth 


of prizes plus a week’s honeymoon , 


in New York. 

Qualifications: The bride must 
be able to wear the wedding gown 
actress Liz Taylor in 


' laxation. 


{ 


president of the National Shaw- 
mut Bank, Boston, Mass., that tele- 
vision has within itself the power 
to change the nation’s living | 
habits acquired over the past cen) 
tury. 

“Television bids fair to become 
so dominant a part of everyday. 
living that all of our habits will be | 
affected, habits which have gov- | 
erned our absorption of intelli- | 
gence,” said Barry. 

“It will reduce the habit of the 
evening automobile ride for re- 
Dining out will decrease 


period, in the open hour alternat-| Metro’s “Father of the Bride” and | to television sets. 


ing 


“Lucky Strike Theatre.” NBC,) 


the ceremony performed 


with Robert Montgomery’s. the couple must be willing to have | 


'nouncer 


|nouncing chores with 


|it in for 


to Esso as a logical trailer for the 
following Saturday’s live coverage. 
Film is to include the top games 


\from all parts of the country. CBS 


sports chief Red Barber will emcee, 
and will have the leading grid 


,coaches as weekly guests to detail 
| the reasoning fer various plays de- 


picted in the film. 

Barber, meanwhile, was also con- 
firmed this week as chief an- 
on the web’s Saturday 


,afternoon games, That means an- 
| plans, would be managed by Nep- | & 


tune, but available to any station 


other announcer will have to be 


| assigned the top job on CBS’ radio 


roundup of footbal! games, which 
Barber previously had handled. 
Connie Desmond, now sharing an- 
Barber on 
the Brooklyn Dodgers’ radio-TV 
coverage, is believed the leading 
contender for that spot. 


Jack Haley's Ford 


Summer Vaudeo 


An hour-long weekly’ variety 
Stanza starring Jack Haley and 
featuring guest stars goes in as the 
Ford summer replacement for the 
Kay Kyser show in the Thursday 
night 9 to 10 slot on NBC-TV. 





‘Haley program moves in on July 6 


while Kyser lays off for 13 weeks. 

NBC is packaging the show for 
J. Walter Thompson, agency on 
the Ford account, and is bringing 
about $8,500 a week, 
whereas the Kyser program, a 
JWT-produced package, represents 
a weekly talent-production outlay 
of nearly $17,000. 

Even at the reduced rate, the 
Haley show shapes up as one of the 
major summertime entries, since 
practically all of the regular 
vaudeo- revue shows do a hot 
weather fade. 





Texas Family Claims 
1,200-Mile Reception 
Of WTCN, Mpls., Show 


Minneapolis, June 20. 

What may be a record for long- 
distance TV projection sans co- 
axial cable, as far as actual evi- 
dence is concerned, is claimed by 
WTCN here. 

WTCN boasts fan mail from Ty- 
ler, Tex., nearly 1,200 miles dis- 
tant, to substantiate the claim. It’s 
from a family in Tyler which wrote 
that on June 12 its TV antenna was 
swung slightly to the north and 
the Zinsmaster News Parade, 
WTCN TV, channel 4 here, came 
in clearly and sharply. 


News parade is a regular Sunday 


night WTCN TV feature. 


S0’s Ohio Series 


Cleveland, June 20. 





Standard Oil of Ohio, through 
as the nation keeps its eyes glued McCann-Erickson, has taken tele- 
‘vision time for its series “Let’s Ex- 
“Television’s impact is so great’ plore Ohio.” The show is a 15-min- 
on , that advertising related to and tied | ute film presentation of Ohio road 


meantime, is still pitching its other! WBKB’s afternoon Bill Evans show , back to images cast upon the ‘trips 75 to 100 miles long. 


auditioned ,packages, such as “Mr. 
Om” and 


series starring Chester Morris. 


tomorrow (21). “Father of 


the | screen will cash in on the resem- | 
the magico-detective | Bride” opens at B&K’s Chicago | blance value when displayed else- | 
‘theatre this week. 


i where.” 
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Stations carrying are WEWS and 
WNBK, WKRC, WLW-T, WBNS, 
| WLW-C, WHIO-TV; and WSPD-TV. 
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Sen. Johnson Slaps Back at FCC's 
- Webster on ‘Color Timetable’ Charge 


Washington, June 20. 
Chairman Edwin C. Johnson of 


the Senate Commerce Committee 
slapped back at FCC Commissioner 
E. M. Webster today (20) for indi- 
rectly charging him with setting a 
timetable for reaching a decision 
on color television. Webster said 


in a speech yesterday (19) in At-| 
lantic City, N. J., before the Amer-| 


ican Taxicab Assn. that statements 
by certain individuals indicating a 
decision by early fall have given no 
consideration to the physical capa- 
bilities of commissioners to digest 


the voluminous record of the hear- | 


ings. Webster referred to those 
“who have been kind enough to set 
up a suggested timetable and 
schedule for the Commission.” 
Johnson told Variety he doubted 
that Commissioner Webster 
classifying me as the kind but ir- 
responsible little helper, but if he 
is, I would remind him that he bet- 
ter read the utterances of members 
of the Commission if he desires to 
pin down the origin of the color 
decision timetable. I have made 
no predictions with respect to it, 
but I have repeated statements of 
Chairman Wayne Coy, Commis- 
sioner George Sterling and others.” 


LOU WALTERS FORMS 
TV PACKAGING AGENCY 


Lou Walters, operator of the 
Latin Quarter, N. Y., has formed 
a tele packaging agency, Television 
Creations, Inc. Martin Goodman 
will be Walters’ sales rep. 

Walters is expected to package 
a Latin Quarter revue based on 
his N. Y. cafe. In oe he a 
: : signed Carl Timin, who has worke 
sn ge hf gy ld films, songwriter Phil Charig, 
night video stanza over WENR. | °horeographer Natasha praca ga 
Farrell will sing and emcee the (2nd arranger Georges Kameroff. 
variety-patterned show, which will 
run for 52 weeks starting Aug. 7. 





ys 
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Bill Farrell’s Chi Show 


Chicago, June 20. 








Stint will be sponsored by Tele- 
tronics of Chicago, and there’s a pos- 
sibility it may become network, in 
which case it would be co-op spon- 
sored. 

Should Farrell have any theatre 
or night club dates during the 52) 


Crosley Adds Phone Quiz, 
Extends Groaner Shows, 
To Offset Summer Slump 


Cincinnati, June 20. 
Bucking the traditional summer- 





Mundt Pushes for Bipartisan Group 


| On TV to Tell 


.* 
- 


US. Story Abroad 





Lapue Into MCA TV 


Maurice Lapue, of the Music | 
Corp. of America cafe department, 
has been transferred to the tele | 
sector as assistant to Johnny 
Greenhut, head of the guest shot 
division. 

Transfer is in keeping with 
MCA’s policy of getting agents 





j 


| 
| 


work into the television depart- 
ment. Greenhut also came from 
MCA’s cafe department. 





Washington, June 20. 

Implementing his plan to estab- 
lish TV networks to fight the cold 
war, Sen. Karl Mundt (R-S.D.) 
last week introduced a bill to cre- 
ate a bipartisan Commission on 
Cooperative International Rela- 
tions. It will, among other things, 


explore new techniques, with em- 
| phasis on possibilities of video, to 


tell the American story abroad. 


|The Commission would be required 
familiar with personal appearance | 


to report its findings by Feb. 
1951. 
kn a speech to the Senate urging 


1, 


|that the United States “get off the 
| defensive, 


off the negative, and 


weeks, which is likely, he’ll have | 
to fly to Chi Monday nights to do 
the show. 


layoff bugaboo, the Crosley TV net- 
work is extending its own Saturday | 
night wrestling shows and adding | 





|onto the positive” in fighting com- 
|munism, Mundt said he considered 
| television “one of the new and dy- 
| namic and drariatic coldwar weap- 
ons available to us on our side of 


Sterling Nod 


oe 


ABC Wraps Up 
$5,000,000 Tele 
Biz in 10 Days 





Webster, in speaking of the “‘stu- 
pendous job” of making a decision 
on the color issue, told the taxicab 
convention: “Decisions of this mag- 
nitude are just not made over 
night.. There are those—and inci- | 
dentally they do not have any re-| 
sponsibility under the Communica- 
tions Act—who have been kind 
enough to set up a suggested time- 
table and schedule for the Com- 
mission which, if followed, would 
mean a decision early this fall. 
Now, none of them has apparently 
given any consideration to the 
physical capabilities of the individ- 
ual commissioners and the staff to 
digest the record, study the matter 
thoroughly, discuss it among them- 
selves, and render a formal deci- | 


(Continued on page 35) 





Y&R's Option On 
Parks Daytimer 


|Arthur Murray, 


| 


| mercraft will back “Sugar Bowl,” 


ABC-TV wound up a fast 10-day 
whirl with new business that will 
bring over $5,000,000 in billings on 
an annual basis. Among the new 
sponsors are Bendix, Minnesota 
Valley Canning, Chrysler, Dodge, 
American Sofety 
Razor, Ironrite, Farmercraft, Proc- 
ter & Gamble and Gruen. 


Dodge has bought the American 
National Theatre and Academy 
show for Sundays at 7:30 p. m., 
starting Oct. 1, through Ruthrauff 
& Ryan. Bendix will back ‘“‘Chance 
of a Lifetime” on Wednesdays at 
7:30 p. m., starting Sept. 13, via 


| Tatham Laird. Minnesota canning 
|has picked up 


“Art Linkletter’s 
Open House,” Fridays at 7:30, 
starting Oct. 6, through Leo Bur- 
nett. 


American Safety Razor and Far- 
|musical variety, on which Chico 
| Thursdays at 10 p. m., effective in 


early October. Agency 
rauff & Ryan for both clients. 


is Ruth-| 


| Ironrite will bankroll a show still 
ito be selected on Monday at 7:30 


(Continued on page 34) 
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Young & Rubicam has taken a 
long-term option on the newly-audi- 





a. musical phone quiz series, with 
a minimum $1,000 merchandise 
jackpot, for the warm season. 

Robert E. Dunville, operational 
chief, has given the greenlight for 
a full year’s packaging of the week- 
ly grunt-and-groan operas for serv- 
icing to more than the 17 outside 
stations already in line. They ex- 
tend from Boston to San Fran- 
cisco. 

Originating in the huge studio 
of WLW-D, Dayton, the wrestling 
programs are piped to Crosley’s 
WLW-T, Cincy, and WLW-C, Co- 
lumbus, and edited to an hour film 
feature, with allowance for local 
commercials, in 13-week packages. 
Russ Landers, 
does the film handling for clien 
stations. 

The prize phone quizzer kicked off 
June 17. It is being produced here 
and carried by the other Crosley 
stations five hours weekly at vary- 
ing times from 6:30 to 9:30 p. m. 
| Bernard Barth, program coordi- 
nator for the Crosley web, stated 
that the giveaway telecasts will be 
on a participation basis “as a fur- 
ther move by Crosley stations to 
continue the saturation in three 
local markets, where time sales 
|have continued at near-winter 
highs.” Programs will use staffers 
for a small orch, a vocal quarte 
and solo warblers to provide clues 
with sound and sight aids. 





| 
| 
| 


cluded in the prizes. 





‘DEMAND,’ ‘DET. WIFE’ 





‘ WLW-T, | “To- | 
based at L i Sterling was subjected to the “To- | 


| 
| 
| 


} 
| 


Appli- | 
| Marx is slated to star, on alternate | ances; food and clothing are in- | 


Seen Despite 
Tobey Grilling 


Washington, June 20. 

Confirmation of the appointment 
of Commissioner George Sterling 
for a second term on the FCC is 
expected by the Senate this week. 
The commissioner’s nomination was 
unanimously recommended by the 
Senate Commerce Committee last 
Friday (16). Sterling’s term ex- 
pires June ,30. 

Prior to the committee action, 


bey Treatment” at hearings on his 
appointment, with Senator Charles 
‘obey (R., N.H.) subjecting the 
commissioner to sharp questioning 
on events which led to the televi- 
sion freeze. Tobey explained that 
appointments of commissioners pro- 


vided the committee an opportu- | 1S 
‘vironment in which freedom and 


nity to inquire into FCC operations, 
over which it has jurisdiction. He 
had also questioned Commissioner 


Edward Webster when the latter | 
came up for reappointment last | 


year. 


Tobey elicited from Sterling an | 
t | admission that there would be no 
| freeze today if the Commission had | 
given consideration to a warning | 


three years ago from its own tech- 
nical experts. The commissioner 
was shown a memorandum written 


, to him when he was FCC chief 


|engineer in June, 1947, by Edward 


ithe conflict. 


|\of forward-moving action 


| Allen, chief of the Technical In- 
_formation Division, regarding in- 
|terference problems which could 


SET FOR CBS SKE 


It is one device at 
least for carrying the message of 
America to the areas we are trying 
to win and to keep and to reinvigo- 
rate and to brace up, and to asso- 
ciate ourselves with in some kind 
in the 
cold war. It is now available.” 
Mundt said he could visualize 
500 or 1,000 persons watching in a 
public meeting place in Germany 
or Japan “a stirring picture of de- 
mocracy and freedom and private 
enterprise portrayed on a commun- 
ity television screen.” Such a show- 
ing, he said, would make “a tre- 
mendous impression” on _ people 
who who have not seen America. 
The Senator said he could see 
how a $4,000,000 initial outlay and 
$250,000 annual cost for expenses 
could bring to a nation like Turkey 
“economic lessons, hygienic lessons, 
and the story of freedom and of 


|enterprise. We could help the new- 
| ly-elected President of Turkey, who 


is dedicated to increasing the en- 


free enterprise may operate. We 
could win friends and influence 
people in Turkey by presenting to 
them regularly in groups, by means 
(Continued on page 34) 


WOIC in D.C 
Sold to WIOP 


Washington, June 20. 
WOIC here has been sold by 














tioned Bert Parks TV musical stan- 
za, designed as a major daytime TV 
showcase on a three-times-a-week 


basis. Clients most prominently 
mentioned as potential bankrollers 
are Borden’s Bristol-Myers and 
Hunt Foods. 

If Bristol-Myers buys the show, 
it will give Parks a two-way identi- 
fication with the sponsor, since he 
already emcees the client’s “Break 
the Bank” quiz show. 

As auditioned by packager Louis 
G. Cowan, the new Parks entry 
shapes up as one of the more ambi- 
tious shows for the daytime pro- 
gram sweepstakes. 


Clients Prefer ’Em On 
A Participating Basis 


Indications that there are plenty 
of participating sponsors available 
for television were found this 
week by World Video. Indie pack- 
age firm for the last month had 
been attempting to find a single 
sponsor to take over its “Mrs. 
America” weekly elimination con- 
tests on WJZ-TV (ABC, N.Y.). 
Outfit finally decided to try for 
participants and immediately came 
up with six of them. 


As a result, the show will be 
aired Saturdays for the rest of the 





a 


“By Popular Demand,” a talent | 
search program featuring Robert | 
Alda as emcee, was set this week to 
take over the Sunday night 7:30 to | 
8 slot on CBS-TV for the summer. | 
/It will replace “This Is Show Busi- | 


ness,” sponsored by American To- | 


ABC Football League Tie bacco, which takes off for a sum-| 


Cleveland, June 20. |! mer hiatus. | 
ABC’s tie-in with the National; CBS this week also set “Detec- | 
Football League for televising pro- tives Wife,” costarring Lynn Bari | 
|fessional grid games has taken and Donald Curtis, to replace the 
| Standard Oil of Ohio out of the Camel-sponsored “Man Against 
picture as the local television-AM Crime” in the Friday night 8:30 to 
“sponsor of the Cleveland Browns’ 9g period. Show, which will mark 
| games. | Miss Bari’s video debut, is a Tele- 
Sohio, through McCann-Erickson, | vision Production Associates pack- 
sought to televise all Browns’| age. Web thus has only the 
games outside of Cleveland to a Wednesday night 8 to 9 slot still 
network of Ohio stations including | to fill on its summer schedule. 


| Toledo, Columbus, Cincinnati, | 
| Cleveland and Dayton. However: | Sing It Again’ Set 
For Fall Video Bow 


| Commissioner Bert Bell ruled this | 

|exclusive rights of the “Game-of-| “Sing It Again,” CBS version of | 

‘the Browns’ games, but this would W¢¢kly offering in the Friday night 

| Cleveland Browns, will hand | one will be lined up before the fall 
Station has_ 


Schio Out of Cleveland 


‘Browns Picture Due To 














| constituted a network and was in 
| violation of the League’s policy of 
| permitting Sun Oil to handle to 
. = ; the musical jackpot program, has | 
| the-Week.” Sunoco had picked two tentatively been set to make its 
|Cleveland Browns’ tilts. Sohio television bow in the fall 
could have taken the remainder of | a oy & 
a : :10 to 11 slot. Only factor now 
ee eee nic frm in 2 S| standing in the way Is lack of 
. sponsor, but the web i 
WERE, in arrangement with oo ane 
le season starts. 

both broadcast rights and will dele-| CBS originally had planned to 
' gate television rights. 





be expected in the VHF band. General Teleradio, Macy’s subsidi- 
When Tobey asked what would be | ary which also owns WOR and 
the situation in TV today if the|WOR-TV, N. Y., to WTOP, the 
recommendations in the memo had | Washington Post station, subject 
been followed, Sterling replied: | to FCC approval. Announcement 

“There is no Question that, set- Was made today (Tues.) by Theo- 
ting aside the color issue, we would dore C. Streibert, WOR prexy, and 
not have a freeze. We would have Philip L. Graham, WTOP prexy. 
more stations on the air but we! Sale of WOIC, which went on 
would have less stations to allo- the air in January, 49, is viewed 
cate....” -as pointing up the importance of 

Failure to heed the Allen memo AM_ sustaining video _ stations’ 








(Continued on page 35) losses. Without an AM adjunct 
arp ra it’s believed, the 
° interests found WOIC’s op- 
Coast Colleges Mulling eration too much of a drain. 
WOIC wili keep its CBS-TV af- 
Plan to Offset B.0. Loss filiation. The Washington Post owns 
ni | 55% ge stock with CBS 
owning 70. perations will con- 
On Airing Football Games ¢2"" as at present, with Gene 
Hollywood, June 20. |Thomas (a former WOR _ exec) 
Pacific Coast Conference foot- slated to remain as general mana- 
ball will be televised this season ger. . 
if the universities in Seattle, San| ° 
Francisco and Los Angeles-can get | 
together on a single —— of ac-| NBC TRIES COAST SALES 
tion and the stations elected to 
carry the games will guarantee the JOB WITH HOFSTR A POLL 
boxoffice loss due to television. 
This decision was forthcoming} Recently-completed NBC-Hofstra 
from the PCC meeting last week. | College survey, which underscores 
Ruling affects the U. of Washing- | television’s amazing sales impact, 
ton, Seattle; Stanford and the U./| was carted to the Coast over the 
of California, San Francisco, and| weekend by a trio of the web’s 
the U. of Southern California and | exees to do its selling job there. 
U. of ‘California in Los Angeles. | Execs included video sales chief 


summer from 1 to 1:30 p.m., start- | asked WNBK, WEWS and WXEL 
ing this week (24), with the finals | for availability in television, with a 


scheduled for Sept. 10 at Palisades | decision expected soon. 
Amusement Park, across the Hud- 
son river in New Jersey. 


Chambers Ranges, Wonder Bread, Spokesmen, 


and the Hoyt Co. |sition to professional 





simulcast “Sing It,” which has been | These are the only cities in which 
aired on radio for the last several there are television tsations. If 
years on Saturday nights. Web| these schools cannot get together 
found it impossible, however, to | 


Station officials say several bids 
Partici- | already have been received. They, | 
pants include American Limoges,| along with McCann - Erickson 
point out that the! arate shows. 
Palisades Park, House of Tre-Jur League’s policy is in direct oppo-| through, consequently, it will fol-| 

( baseball, low the pattern set by “Stop the 
| which caters to local sponsors as Music” on ABC, which is broadcast 


both AM and TV for the program, 
so decided to air it as two sep- 
If the plan goes 


find a suitable parallel time on! 


on terms among themselves, no 
games will be beamed. It is ex- 
pected that the schools will get to- 
gether, but whether or not spon- 
| sors in each city can be found to 
pick up what will be an exhorbitant 
tab, is purely speculative at this 
point. ' 


George Frey, veepee Edward Mad- 
den and Dr. Thomas Coffin, re- 
searcher under whose supervision 
,the study was conducted. They 
planned to make the same presen- 
_tation to Hollywood agencies and 
| potential sponsors that they made 
earlier in N. Y. and Chicago. 

| With the NBC video network 
virtually sold out for the fall, it’s 
believed the web is pitching the 


Bakery Drops Faye 


Arnold Bakers will drop the 
Faye Emerson show on CBS-TV at 
the end of its 26-week cycle next 
month. The 9-9:15 p.m. period will 
be used for another stanza to be 
built for the bakery. 

, Agency is Benton & Bowles. 


against a network sponsor tie-up. Sunday nights on radio and Thurs- 
Feeling in Cleveland is that by) day nights on video. 


next season television-AM rights! Should “Sing It” take over the 
will no longer be at the discretion | Friday night position on TV, “Peo- 
first of the network and league,! ple’s Platform,” now holding the 
but rather with the local sponsor Friday night 10 to 10:30 period, will 


| 


It is likely that the USC-UCLA | survey to Coast agencies in an at- 
games, which went for a mere $77,- tempt to line up more local busi- 
000 last season, will come close to ness for KNBH, its owned-and- 
$300,000 when colleges figure in operated outlet in Hollywood. Also 
their gate losses for the season. | involved is a try at getting some 
Plan will be to average out the of the Hollywood agencies and cli- 


who can meet the estimated $25,-| 


be shifted to Sundays at 5:30 p.m. 


gate receipts over the past 10 years 


000 tab being shelled out in the | Household Finance Corp. will re- 
current telecasting rights for the | turn in the fall to bankroll the lat- 


| 





“Game of the Week.” ter program, 


| 


and thus come up with a relatively 
close figure as to what each col- | 
lege should draw this year. | 


ents to come in on the web’s day- 
time TV schedule, which is to tee 
off in the fall from 2 to 5 p.m. 
across-the-board, 
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The Nineteen-Fifties present a sharp challenge to radio. To meet changing conditions within the 


industry, and we do mean television, radio programs must be reappraised, reshaped and repriced. 


They must deliver maximum listeners at the lowest possible cost ... and most important, they 


must sell for the advertiser as never before. NBC offers for your approval its own “Programs 


For The Fifties,” confident that they fulfill these requirements. For further details and prices, 


call NBC Radio Program Sales, Circle 7-8500, Extension 291. 


NBC PROGRAMS FOR THE FIFTIES 


Here is the greatest selection of low-cost pro- 
grams ever offered by any network .. . 36 
sparkling new shows...each one created 
with originality, executed with showmanship, 
priced within reason... 3 dozen hit comedies, 
mysteries, musicals and dramas, a show to 


suit everyone's taste, and pocketbook. 


10 NBC Radio Productions are already spon- 
sored by advertisers who have discovered that 


an NBC Package Program gives them their 


money’s worth, and more: 


DANGEROUS ASSIGNMENT ... General Mills § 
DIMENSION X... General Mills 

DRAGNET... Fatina Cigarettes 

HALLS OF IVY ... Schlitz Brewing Co. 
NIGHTBEAT.. . General Mills 

ONE MAN’S FAMILY ... Wiles Laboratories 
PENNY SINGLETON SHOW... General Mills 
RICHARD DIAMOND ... Reval! Drig Co. 
SARA‘’S PRIVATE CAPER... General Mills 
TALES of the TEXAS RANGERS... General Mills 


But there are many more to choose from, and on the 
following pages we present just a few for your inspec- 
tion. Note their variety, the scope of their appeal, and 
remember that they are available at prices that make 
good advertising sense, 
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»>WANTED 


These powerful dramas use the actual voices of witnesses to 
tell the true stories of America’s wanted criminals. An ulti- 
mate in realistic reporting. 








WESTERN CARAVAN 


Tex Williams will spur listening with his inimitable cowboy 


songs and tales of hard riding and straight shooting on the 
western prairies. 


« 


‘2 
STARS AND STARTERS 


Tomorrow, some of the newcomers -introduced here will be 
headliners and listeners will remember hearing them first on 
this star-spangled talent scout program. 


THE TRUITTS 


Listeners will enjoy The Truitts, a beguiling family of hearty 
humor and homely sentiment. They’ll make friends of them 
the way they have the Aldriches, the McGees, The Halls of Ivy. 











, 


CONFIDENTIALLY YOURS 


Jack Lait’s crime stories make page one in The Daily Mirror; 
they’ve put his book, “Chicago: Confidential,” on best seller 
lists. Dramatized for radio, they make exciting listening. 





NEXT, DAVE GARROWAY 


The Garroway charm and rating, both great in Chicago, are 
spread east and west by this 14 hour frolic with Jack Haskell, 
Connie Russell and The Art Van Damme Quartet. 
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JOE DI MAGGIO SHOW 


Joltin’ Joe, the greatest name in baseball, batting a thousand 
with his own half-hour program of sports news, interviews 
with sports favorites, plus an audience participation quiz. 








CLOAK AND DAGGER 


From the drama-packed files of the OSS come these exciting, 
documented stories of bravery and heroism in the recent war... 
authentic accounts of action behind enemy lines. 


VOICES AND EVENTS 


#ives everyone a chance to ear-witness history as it is being 
nade—a 30 minute review of the week’s news featuring the 
actual voices as they were recorded on the scene of the event. 





MINDY CARSON SINGS 


and it’s enough to melt steel, says TIME MAGAZINE. Her 
program: 15 minutes of music in a malleable mood with the 
star-dusted radio and recording sensation of the year. 


THE BIG GUY 


A genuinely novel private eye series about a man who is, by 
day, a gentle homeloving father and, by night, a crafty cash- 
basis criminal investigator. 


In a short while you’ll receive an NBC booklet with 
complete information on these and many more NBC 
productions. Let this folio be your guide to the 
best in package programming, to the most effective 


use of America’s Number One Advertising Medium. 
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SKITCH HENDERSON SHOW | 
With Skitch Henderson, guests 
Producer: Ted Cott 
Director: Scott Buckley 
Writer: Jeff Seldin 
150 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Sat., 6 a.m. 
45 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 12:15 p.m. | 
Participating | 
WNBC, New York 
Following one of the _ biggest 
promotional buildups given to a 
personality on a non-network show 
—and particularly an early-morn- 
ing airer—WNBC, N.Y., unveiled 
its much-advertised Skitch Hender- 
son program last week. The un- 


veiling, and subsequent stanzas, | 
disclosed the not surprising fact 
that in this  pianist-bandleader- 


turned-disk-jockey WNBC has a 
talent bet capable of grabbing off 
a considerable slice of early a.m. 
listening in the metropolitan area. 
In his first week of operations 
Henderson more than justified the 
advance buildup, as well as WNBC’s 
confidence in giving him the largest 
time slot ever granted a single 
personality on the station. 
Henderson's weekly airtime 
totals 18%4 hours, 15 of them 
between 6 and 8:30 a.m. Mondays 
through Saturdays, the remainder 
a daily Monday-through-Friday 45 
minutes at 12:15 p.m. The sunrise 
session is, in fundamental format, 
the usual platter-spinning inter- 
spersed with time signals, weather 
reports, news headlines, chatter 
and participating commercials — 
but with a difference. Latter lies 
in the fact that Henderson jockeys 
not only disks but a Steinway as 
well, giving his stint a musical 
interest, continuity and cohesion 
not often found on d.j. programs. 
While the basic pattern of the 
morning stanza follows other such 
shows—with the exception of the 
Henderson pianistics — the noon 
segment is designed for soothing 
music to lunch by. Chatter is held 
to a minimum, and platter selec-| 
tion leans heavily toward lush 
string arrangements and disks of 
the David Rose-Gordon Jenkins) 
genre. Henderson’s piano work also 
carries through the luncheon-musie 
idea. 
Ted Cott, making his first major | 
WNBC program innovation with) 
this show since coming to the) 
station, had a known quantity in 
Henderson’s keyboarding, pianist 
having worked with a number of 
name bands, as accompanist for | 
Frank Sinatra, and as music direc- | 
tor of the Sinatra NBC “Light Up | 
Time” show. Lesser known was| 
Henderson’s ability to tie together | 
as a personality more than three | 
hours of broadcasting daily. If his 
first shows are any criterion, | 
there’s now no doubt of his capa- 
bility in that direction. Equipped | 
with a pleasant, genial voice and | 
mike manner, an informally friend- | 
ly approach to an audience, and) 
an unforced sense of humo:, he’s, 
a natural platter emcee. | 


Program will present guesis on. 
occasion, with New York’s Mayor | 
O'Dwyer, among others, having 
lent his presence to the leadoff 
show. His Honor was spared the) 
necessity of getting up at dawn) 
through the program’s being taped | 
for the initial morning, but his | 
appearance indicated the extent to) 
which WNBC has gone to ballyhoo | 
Henderson. Airer probably will 
have difficulty getting name guests 
because of its ungodly hour (for! 
shew biz people), but it doesn’t | 
really need them. With far better- | 
than-average gabbing, in content | 
and delivery, shrewd record selec- | 
tion, the unusual angle of an in-| 
strument-playing d.j., plus. the)! 
quality of the 88’ing, Henderson's | 
ultimate success with this spot- | 
lighted WNBC feature ought to be 
assured. 


} 


INSIDE ISRAEL 
With Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Rosenfeld 
Producer: Sam Elfert 

15 Mins.; Sun., 5:45 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WLIB, N. Y. 

“Inside Israel.” is an unusual 
Mr. and Mrs, airer inasmuch as it’s 
a program recorded in Jerusalem 
telling of life in the world’s new- 
est democracy. The Alvin Rosen- 
felds the’s the N. Y. Post’s Israel 
correspondent) give the feeling 
that they’re a couple who are try- 
ing to help this country make 
good. They seem to be taking the 
hardships of living amidst acute 
scarcity of elementary  require- 
ments with good humor. Their 
descriptions of the housing and 
water shortages would make the 
New York inconveniences seem in- 
Significant. 

The pair have the knack of talk- 
ing in terms of interesting copy. 
They're good at description and 
analysis and thus provide interest- 
ing insight into Israeli problems. 
Naturally, they’re partisan to the 
entire project, but what they speak 
of is in keeping with what has 
already been printed on the sub- 
ject. 


Jose. 4 


SARA'S PRIVATE CAPER 


others 
Writers: 
Freedin 
Director: Joe Parker 
30 Mins., Thurs., 10:30 p.m. 
GENERAL MILLS 
NBC, from Hollywood 
(Knox-Reeves*) 
Radio’s assorted attempts 


Morton’ Fine, 


with more success in the male divi- 
sion (Phil Harris, Dennis 
Gildersleeve, et al.), while the 
distaffers invariably have come a 
cropper. They tried it with Vera 


Vague a couple seasons back, giv-| 
ing her a nighttime comedy show- | 


case of her own, but it practically 
died a’bornin’. 

Now NBC is playing around with 
Sara Berner, perhaps best known 
as the Ingrid Mataratza of the 
Jimmy Durante show, and whose 
occasional phone operator bits on 
the Jack Benny stanza have become 
one of the best of the standards in 
the latter’s comic repertory. 

There’s no denying Miss Berner’s 
distinctive talents in these three- 
or-four-minute capsule contribs. 
But trying to sustain the multi- 
dialect comedienne’s brave attempt 
at comedics over a half-hour period 
is something else again. And some- 
thing far from successful. 

In “Sara’s Private Caper,’ NBC 
is trying to come off with a comedy 
show and a whodunit rolled in one. 
As a police department stenog- 
rapher who isn’t averse to some 
private-eyeing on her own, Miss 
Berner was handed a pretty sorry 
script in her first time up last 
Thursday (15). This particular in- 


|stallment dealt with a theft of a 


precious book of poems, with the 
ensuing inevitable murders. Miss 
Berner and her supporting cast 
played it strictly for laughs, but 
they were laughs stemming from 
some hoary gags, some incredible 
slapstick and contrived business 


‘(show is a field day for the sound 
| effects man), rather than providing 


the more genuine type of guffaw 
derived from the situations them- 


| selves. 


This is one of the summer bundle 


'With Sara Berner, Bob Sweeney, | With Jack Paar, others 
David 30 Mins.; Sun., 10 p.m. 


to. 
develop stooge or supporting bit 
players into major league entries— 
on their own have invariably met | 


Day, | 


| TAKE IT OR LEAVE IT 
Producer-Director: Ed Feldman 


| EVERSHARP 
NBC, from Hollywood 





| 





From the Production Centres 











(Biow) 


Jack Paar, one of the fresher 
| wits in radio, has taken over the 
stewardship of “Take It or Leave 
It.” He imparts an easy and 
breezy approach in handling those 
seeking the $64 awards. He has 
| the knack of getting the contest- 
ants to feel at ease, speak freely 
without getting out of hand, and 
gets the maximum results with the 
material at hand. 

At the same time, Paar fits into 
the. groove of this show, estab- 
lished by a series of predecessors, 
| Eddie Cantor being the last. He 
doesn’t punch as hard as most of 
the others that have gone before 
him, but the comedic results are 
just as high. Paar also provides 
a fairly literate brand of humor 
that’s easy to take. 

Format of the show, of course, 
| remains unchanged. The jackpot 
of $64 has withstood the inflation- 
ary influences from many of its 
competing displays, without losing 
basic interest. On the initial show, 
the questions didn’t require an en- 
cyclopedic mind. They were fairly 
simple and Paar was extremely 
tolerant, even in the face of wrong 
answers. There were no losers, a 
fact that will probably help Paar 
further ingratiate himself with the 
majority of his listeners. Jose. 


TO THE LADIES 

With Jinx Falkenburg, Fleur 
Cowles, Maurice Evans, Mrs. 
Eleanor Roosevelt, Dorothy Mc- 

‘ Cullough Lee: John Savage, em- 
cee 

Producer: Seymour N. Siegel 

55 Mins.: Mon., 11 a.m. 

WNYC, N. Y. 
“To the Ladies.” a new 55-min- 

ute morning show which preemed 


/over WNYC, N. Y., Monday (19), 


of NBC shows purchased by Gen- | 
eral Mills to plug Wheaties, the | 


kind of strong, nourishing 
needed to take this stuff. Rose. 


YEAR OF DECISION 

With John Garfield, others 

Writer-Director: Mavor Moore 

Producer: Gerald Kean 

60 Mins.; Sun. (18), 9 p.m. 

Sustaining 

MUTUAL, from N. Y. 
In association with 

Nations radio division, 


the United 
Mutual 


presented another documentary on | 
the atomic energy question Sun-| 
Probably because of the | 
tieup, this show stretched its | 
point over 60 minutes of well-in- | 
Little | 


day (18). 
UN 


tentioned commonplaces. 


| new information was offered and, 
like most previous programs on) 


the subject, this documentary only 
shadow-boxed with the vital prob- 


lems raised by atomic energy and - 


weapons. 
Program 


that: “Frankly we are not here to 
entertain . . . we are here to pre- 
sent the facts of a case.” 


ment. The lack of a clear ap- 
proach stemmed from the _ pro- 
gram’s attempt to give identical 
weight to the positive and nega- 
tive implications of the atomic 
energy development. 

The program shuttled between 
threats of world destruction and 
promises of a new civilization. 
Just as the listener was getting 
a healthy scare from the depiction 
of the political ineptitude in the 
‘current handling of the question 
‘of atomic energy control, there 


food | 
| the dial at the same time. | 
'leg....Lux reinstated “Bride Goes Wild” as season finale June 26. 


opened  promisingly | 
with a statement by John Garfield | 


The | 
selection of the facts, however, led | 
to more confusion than enlighten- | 


was a shift to a rose-tinted focus: 
,on fission’s boon to medicine, sci-. 


;ence, industry, ete. Far from 
‘frightening dialers, this program 
seemed to be frightened of follow- 
ing an idea toa _ legitimate con- 
clusion. That may be “objective” 
reporting, but the net sum-up of 
this program led to a near-zero 
impact. Herm. 


OPEN MIKE 


With Wilton Clary, Kenny Delmar, : 


Betty Jane Watson, Kate Mur- 
tah. Cameron Andrews, Joe 
Shipley; moderator, Hal Kirk 
Producer-director: Kirk 
60 Mins.; Tues., 11 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WEVD, N. Y. 

“Open Mike.” which was to have 
been a one-hour informal discus- 
sion of the theatre, began weakly 
last Tuesday (13) on WEVD, N. Y. 
Members of the cast of “Texas L’il 
Darlin’” were guesters on the 
initial program. Unfortunately, 
however, they failed to arrive un- 
til 11:45 p.m. and during their ab- 
sence moderator Hal Kirk filled in 


(Continued on page 34) 


may succeed in snaring attention 
of the more literate members of 
the femme audience. However, on 
the basis of the initialer it’s doubt- 
ful that the mass housewife audi-| 
ence will be attracted to the airer | 
in view of competition from the 
quizzers and soapers elsewhere on 


Most of the subjects discussed 
i were on too high a plane for the 
| average listener. From an educa-| 
tional standpoint, “‘Ladies” is top-| 
rung. However, in order to bring | 
about a wider listenership, mixing 
'in a light topic with a dash of 
| humor here and there would help 
offset heavier issues. 

Among guests on Monday’s ses- 
sion were Jinx Falkenburg, Flair 
editor Fleur © Cowles, 
Evans, Dorothy McCullough Lee, 
Mayor of Portland, Ore., and Mrs. | 
Eleanor Roosevelt. Miss Falken- 
burg, as a chairman of the Cere-' 
| bral Palsy drive, discussed varied | 
aspects that helped clarify the, 
| background of the seldom-pub-| 
| licized disease. 


Mrs. Cowles’ description of how 
|she guides her “complicated ani- 
mal” (Flair) was quite interesting, 
as was Miss Lee’s reactions as a 
}femme mayor in a field that’s al- 
most exclusively in the male realm. 
In these recorded interviews, em-. 
cee John Savage posed his ques- 
tions well and was generally com- 
petent. 

Somewhat of a letdown was the 
Maurice Evans transcribed insert. 
Tape was merely a speech in sup- 
port of a bill to amend the N. Y.) 
| theatre building code which the 


actor recently delivered before a/| 


Citizens Union luncheon. It was 
important in itself, but too dry a 
topic for hausfraus. 
velt’s contribution (also tran-'| 
scribed) was a plea for funds to 
|; Support the Wiltwyck School for 
Bovs. Sandwiched between inter- 
‘views were platters of such tunes 
as “Deep Purple” and “Only a 
Rose.” Gilb. 





LET THE CHILDREN SPEAK 
With Helen Parkhurst: Warren 

Austin, guest i 
Producer: Miss Parkhurst 
Director: Clay Daniel 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 7:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WNBC. New York 

Helen Parkhurst, noted progres- 
sive educator whose “Child’s 
World” on ABC was at all times 
provocative, has wrapped up a 
similar stanza for WNBC. This, 
however, was -not as successful, 
judging from the initialer Thurs- 
day (15). largely because of the 
subject matter. 

On the first show 
youngsters, aged 8-12, gave their 
views On peace, unaware that a 
tape recorder was picking up their 
discussion. They were sharp and 
surprisingly vocal. Their gab had 
both feeling and sense, as when 
one moppet declared, “Peace is 
more than just ‘not war.’ It’s 
, Wvusting, knowing and having fun, 


a haif-dozen 


| Penny Singleton, Lueille Norman and Gregg Mitchell... 
|ter is the next prexy of Hollywood Ad Club....KFWB, the town’s 


Maurice }Disht with Phil Kent presiding 


Mrs. Roose-, 





IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Ed Kobak back from five-week European tour. He’s added the West- 
_inghouse stations to his consultant list....Stephen Courtleigh and 
Lette Stavisky. into “Linda’s First Love”....Arthur Godfrey 
tossed a gala birthday shindig for his maestro Archie Bleyer at the 
Stork Club last week....ABC newswriter Vincent Dempsey has been 
pacted by Coward-McCann to pen three novels....Johnny Harper, for- 
'merly of WJZ, has rejoined WWRL announcery, as Vie Roby left for 
Charles King productions....ABC announcer Gene Hamilton resigning 


to freelance Paul Robert, Benton & Bowles staffer, now directing 
“Life Can Be Beautiful”....Harry Ingram has taken over the direction 
of MBS’ “The Shadow” ....Treva Frazee featured on “Armstrong The- 
atre” Saturday (24) Ray Johnson added to cast of “Our Gal Sunday” 

Lili Valenty new to “Front Page Farrell”....Maxine Keith, after 
four months of southern hospitalization, now doing a short stint at the 
Polyclinic hosp, following which she’ll resume publicity... . Patsy Camp- 
| bell, winding up three years as “The Second Mrs. Burton,” has been 
inked to another pect (for two years)....Joe Graham takes over direc- 
tion of ‘“‘Mr. President,”’ which will originate in New York, and “Cross- 
roads”....Bill Marshall to direct ABC’s “Detour,” starting today (21) 

..Doris Hibbard, former Phillips H. Lord production ass’t, has 
switched to the Goodson-Todman staff. 

Carroll Carroll due in next week from Coast....Morton Wishengrad’s 
“Portrait of a Rabbi,’ hour-long transcriber starring Sam Jaffe, will be 
beamed by WLIB Sunday (25) at 6 p.m.....Bill (WCBS) Leonard, who 
has four sons, will call it quits if the upcoming youngster is a girl.... 
WWRL sales staffer Selvin Donneson wed to Seena Sand, fashion de- 
signer....Arnold Hartley, WOV program director, told a Broadcast 
Music, Ine., clinic yesterday (Tues.) that “Foreign Music is Domestic.” 


| The indie’s Rosalie Allen was guest star....Bob Pfeiffer added to CBS 
|; network announcery 
| Europeing in September with his wife, following general rest period 


Col. Harry C. Wilder, of WSYR,. Syracuse, 
ordered by his medicos in April. 

Compton’s John Dean will play the father in Kurt Weill’s “Down in 
the Valley” at Lewisohn Stadium July 10....Jo Lyons will be a panelite 
on Mutual's “Limerick Show” tomorrow (22)....Jeanne Carroll, for- 


'merly of Compton, and Esther Ojala, ex-Doherty, Clifford & Shenfield, 


are now SSC&B radio time buyers....Bert Lown, Associated Program 
Service station relations veepee, off to Myrtle Beach to attend South 
Carolina Broadcasters’ meet July 5. Lown will be guest of Mel Purvis, 
new manager of WOLS, Florence, former G-man who caught Dillinger. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Stu Reynolds, former agency and network exec, is now packaging 
shows and made his first sale to Don Lee-Mutual of Harrison Wood's 
“This Changing World’’....Charlie Isaacs and Hal Goedman, gag 
writers, had their lawyer sue Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis for $5,000 
as reasonable payoff for some bits they wrote for the team which, they 
claim, were used but never paid for....Amos Baron returned to his 
post as KECA sales manager after being out 15 months with a broken 


Show was previously cancelled because of Metro’s beef with CBS over 
crédits, since composed....Milton Merlin, Coast head of Radio Writers 
ruild, became a papa last week. Mother is Barbara Smitten, late of 
the agencies, and his eollaborator....NBC will whoop it up with show 
to salute the return of Richfield Reporter after two years on ABC. In 
half-hour special preceding the 19-year-old newscast will be Bob Hope, 
Homer Boel- 


public service station, is now giving the listing of available jobs every 
... Vick Knight now has Eddie Stanley 
as an associate in his agency....Dorothy Gerdon, who moderates the 
N. Y. Times Youth Forum, taped a show here and moved to Frisco for 
another....Tom McKnight directed the Diana Lynn audition for CBS 
...-Jo Gilbert back on the home grounds after two years of emoting 
on eastern dramatic shows....Joe Rines got “Satan’s Waitin’” off the 
ground for Colgate and turned over the direction to George Allen so 
he can devote more time to NBC’s William Powell starrer, ““My Mother's 
Husband,” which kicks off July 2....Busiest network exec last week 
was Austin Joseelyn, key man in keeping this end of CBS on the air 
during the IBEW strike. He left his desk for only a few hours at night 
to catch some shut-eye on an office couch and even found time to work 
a few shows, 


IN CHICAGO... 


Fred Swanson joins Russel Seeds agency as veepee and account exec. 


| He formerly held the same post with Goodkind, Joice & Morgan.... 


Paul McCluer, Chi NBC sales manager, came up with 52-week full net 
renewals for “Smilin’ Ed McConnell” and “Quiz Kids,” for Brown Shoe 
Co., and Miles Labs, respectively....Franklin Graf, A. C. Nielsen vee- 
pee, is heading up newly-organized western branch office set up by 
surveying agency in San Francisco....Ransom Sherman re-introduced 
to old Chi radio friends at a cocktail party Friday tabbed by NBC at 
the M&M club....Quincy Howe, CBS news analyst, exits network Sept. 
1 after eight years to become associate professor at University of Illi- 
nois school of journalism. ...Bruce MacFarlane, Mutual newsreel writ- 
er, initiated into Chi Headline club....Chirper Barbara Sims is latest 
addition to WBBM-CBS musical staff....Academy of Charm (modeling 
school), through Sidney Clayton and Assocs., moved in as first partici- 
pating sponsor on Mike Wallace and Buff Cobb’s d.j. show aired on 
WMAQ from the Chez Paree... Paul Visser of the NBC agriculture 
, department attended meeting of Radio Farm Directors in Washington 
last week.... Frank Black batoned the Chi Symphony in a “Harvest 
of Stars” salute to Quad Cities aired Sunday (18) on NBC via WOC. 
Davenport, Ia. FM station WXRT off the air temporarily while 
moving studios and transmitter from Sheraton hotel to 2400 W. Madison 

Chi ABC publicity chief EN Henry in N. Y. this week helping with 
Breakfast Club gang’s Gotham appearances Charles Pettengill, for- 
mer veepee of W. Earl Bothwell agency, has been named head of new 
Chi offices of Meldrum & Fewsmith agency Robert Prestegaard is 
new member of WGN continuity staff Don Schneider transfers from 
WGN script typing dept., to traffie division. 


| proved less interesting. 


and getting together with the other | 
fellow.” 

Nevertheless. war and_ politics 
are far removed from their direct 
experience, and (as was to be ex- 
pected) their views were merely 
echoes of ideas gleaned from par- 
ents and the press. Where “Child’s 
World” dealt with problems the 
kids knew at first hand—lying, 
truancy, juvenile delinquency— 
and thereby turned up much valu- 
able material, the present show 
I Suppose 
instead of the abstract toll. Means 
had been the dramatic words of a 





kid whose father was killed in tne,|,bo 


war or a European refugee who 
had seen its ravages himself. 

_ Still and all, the airer made good 
listening and an eye-opener for 
those who think kids are blind to 
the world around them. Miss 
Parkhurst let the children be 
heard, and she has a remarkable 
facility for drawing them out. In 
a recorded intro, U. S. delegate to 
the United Nations Warren Austin 
spoke of the program’s value in 
helping us look into the minds of 
children and in giving us hope for 
the future through their tolerance 
and understanding for their — 


rs. Byil. 
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| Canadian ‘Star’ Series 7 
. FCC Okays Multiplex ests 
ele Unatter ingi Mill 
Swinging to York Mills : , 
” Toronto, June 20. t S T N y 
“ N York | John Ravenel of McC Erick Pigg Digpritcnsenn mele a Phe (3 Shows a ame ime iil <ty 
ew Yor enn video staff b ann Erick-| ping the sponsorship of “Singing 
ack at his desk|Stars of Tomorrow” after seven : iri i 
i . , Washington, June 20. , gram without impairing the quality of 
Bob Bloch, production assistant rad a three-month layoff due to years, tab will be picked up next ’ ; g ‘ FM of the main program.” 
“Kathi Norris Show, Imcapaci- | illness, ; Reflecting desire to give a 
st. on “Ka 15 weeks in a skiing fra- season by Canadian Industries, ib The corporation plans to deter- ae 
i“ tated for k on the job with his leg commencing Oct. 22, with series helping hand wherever possible, | yine the potentialities of using the iF 
cas, 18 ~’ Georgia Gibbs will KLZ’ § 1 et’ 5 Talk It 0 ? | again carried by some 30 key sta-| FCC last week authorized a 90-day | second signal for transitcasting, the ; 
wed guest ‘on ABC-TV's Paul Say see a ver ae ~ in ei otek experiment to use an FM station to saiee foe stotocaiting. and. possibly a 
» za Sunday (25) . . . Charles Denver, June 20. anadian  Hroadca h r more programs|the fou or functional music, iH 
ea salumbus, national director of| Public relations has been given|C°FP- Sunday weekly series (9 ee te oe Such pk lex |OWners of the firm are William S. 4. 
_ Fred Astaire dance studios, work- | an added stimulus by KLZ, Denver.|P: ™ EST) will retain same for- smnnaeemanainrnteds Pp Halstead and Alvin Untermeyer of 
or ing on routines for upcoming tele- | with the inauguration of a new dis.|™@t and originate from CJBC,/ operation is already an accom-|the law firm of Guggenheim and 
‘or version of “Lucky Strike Hit ae cussion series, “Let’s Talk It Toronto. Three scholarships to-| plished fact in transmitting fac-| Untermeyer. 
ng rade”. . . WOR-TV launching Mage | | Over.” To bring to listeners be- | t@lling $3,250 go to the successful | .imije during AM broadcast hours. 
ng premiums tonight (Wed.) a hind-the-scenes news of AM, FM/| V0Ccalists chosen at the finish of the | Th : ¢ wilt be carried 
on p.m., under sponsorship of TV Pre-| and TV, KLZ general manager | S¢ason by auditioning panels, with | 2 pine Ve KPET Transfer Okayed 
1e- mium Stores, a Riereger od oe Hugh B. Terry and KLZ depart-|ll others receiving standard per- | on by Multiplex Development Corp. Lamesa, Tex., June 20. 
y” _ Jerry i t aie nawater ment heads are heard in a weekly formance rates. of New York which will utilize the The FCC has approved assign- 
fer — p Messen lead on CBS-TV’s | S€ries explaining the whys and| John Adaskin will continue as | abandoned commercial channel of | ment of the license of KPET from 
ne “play's the Thing” adaptation of | Wherefores of the station’s opera-| producer, with Rex Battle as musi-| py station WGYN which ceased |R. O. Parker, R. A. Woodson and 
:p- wei’ SGood ~Companion” Friday | tion, in addition to answering mail | cal director, according to Cockfield- | ti oe ths K. S. Ashby, operating as the Old 
on rhe | from listeners. | Brown ad agency here. ., {Operations nearly two months ago. | south Broadcasting Co., to Parker 
=] Cezszrs oem Camm Maat| Poem bert Sur eee ceentic ee es get i 
Ss- show schedule | 12: o 12: p.m., following shby sells his 24% interest for 
21) Monday (26) in the 7 to 7:30 slot| KLZ’s “Voice of the News” broad- PP cnt age rb bacon oe veloped multiplex system “looking | $20,000. Parker then will have 63% 
as across-the-board, with the show to| cast and preceding Dodger home motion picture director of WBNS-|to the simultaneous transmission | interest in the outlet and Wood- 
start on a simulcast — | baseball games on a good many | TV, succeeding Kenneth Goodman, | of one or more multiplexed aural|son will have 37%. KPET oper- 
i's lowing ——, Mf (18) eee Saturdays where it can attract a | who joined the station in the pre- |FM programs concurrently with | ates with 250 watts daytime on 690 
= ae Belmenin for a ‘Susaeben vaca- good audience. dedication days of last year. | the emission of the main aural pro-' kilocycles. 
1@ We 
ho tion. Before leaving, he set 13 ve- = 
; hicles for next season on CBS’ 
be “Studio One” . . . National Televi- 
Ast sion Film Council celebrating its 
* second anni next Wednesday (28) 
BS with a luncheon forum at the Ho- 
se, tel Warwick NBC’s ‘Mo- 
od hawk Showroom” originating from 
WNBW, Washington, next Monday 
in (26) as part of the web’s experi- 
ite mental coloreasts .. . Richard Seff 
oI- inked for featured role on “They 
ld Live in Brooklyn,” new sjtuation 
my comedy series preeming Tuesday 
t] (27) on WPIX ... Dennis James 
amg recuperating from a vrius infec- 
= tion, in a New Rochelle hospital. 
er. Don Russell is subbing on _ his 
“Okay, Mother” daytimer via Du- 
Mont, with Charles Stark replacing 
James on DuMont’s wrestling , . . 
rn Walter Hart, director of CBS-TV’s 
ce “Goldbergs,” pacted by Paramount 
ag to direct the film version of “Rise 
00 of the Goldbergs,” being lensed on 
ey the Coast this summer ,.. Stanton 
his M. Osgood named manager of 
en NBC's film department, replacing 
26. N. Ray Kelly, who went over to the 
yer Weintraub agency. Osgood for- 
prs merly was director of TV produc- 
of tion at CBS. 
OW 
In 
hong Hollywood 
el- KLAC-TV has leased 13 pix 
n’s from WPIX, N. Y., for third run 
ry showing locally KTTV has 
ley inked contracts with Hollywood 
ne Park and Del Mar tracks to pre- 
ae sent, exclusively, a 30-minute film 
BS of the horse races each night. Hol- 
* lywood Park races will be beamed 
ing for four weeks, starting Tuesday 
he (27). Del Mar will be televised for 
so six weeks, beginning July 26... 
1's Two pilot films for “Hey, Taxi!”, 
ek teevee series being produced at 
air Hal Roach Studio by Abraham 
sht Haimson under Magnafilm banner, 
rk will star Sid Melton. Marjorie 
Lord is also set for the half-hour 
layouts. Eugenio de Liguoro di- 
rects .. . Tim Timmins is joining 
the Al Jarvis staff as production 
ee. liaison exec. Timmins is a former 
* Navy lieutenant having just re- 
oat tired . . . Tom Sarnoff has been 
10e ee et ae ant proeaction man- . 
Ser of KECA- under Carlton 
Winckler, an emergenty...a StOVE « 0 
ed = 
pt. Chicago and a TELEVISION STATION! 
lli- . Ransom Sherman planed in 
“it pueeday : 15) t begin work on 
est _ cross-the-boar video strip 
. which takes over the “Kukla,” “ . 
aren & Ollie” spot on NBC July 3 famous bridge building. Then, in- Important to advertisers inter- 
on or summer . . . Jack Page’s new itially, for three hours daily the ested in the great Atlanta market 
package featuring magico-comic 7” : i hould be this f : When the 
a es Paul preems on WBKB store’s telephone shopping service thou e this factor: e 
est ursday, 9:30 p.m. for Drewey’'s was integrated with a video display chips were down .. . when an en- 
, ale... Commencement concert of , ; seal h to customer 
i WE chi Conservatory telecast from and demonstration of merchandise. tirely new er : 
‘ile NR-TV's Civi - , i ed... one o 
son oss Jim Shelby, sadintv dina This was the idea in its stark sim- ‘aia papel oes reat retail estab- 
ith < McCann-Erickson Chi office, in plicity: “What would you like to ~essetr $58 000 “nape 
or- - Louis over the weekend check- oe of fihents’s saad... telephone us... well show lishments ( J ,000 ai y 
ew shot? On agency's “Mrs. America” eS ee | eg aiid ‘Il deliver it.” turned exclusively to WSB-TV — 
is sea KSD-TV for Griesedieck- crippling transit strike, Rich’s, ut to you... we will deliver Li. he South! . 
om Vestern Breweries. Show, a World h’s | d ement Rich’ ssnitiel weitind the Eyes of the Sou 
Video package using a married the South’s argest departme Rich’s store per ; 
: pulled” 6 P “~¥ switch, store, used television, with WSB-TV with WSB-TV staffers to make the 
yho ... Toni Gitmen a tune as the vehicle,for offering its patrons program one of the most talked-of 
rod tay Se i eer ge ns in a service unique in merchandising. services ever offered by any depart- ; 
C _the Coas is week be- A : . 4 
— _—_ Friday night shows... . Hal- This was the logic: If the cus- ment store in —. a se 
figs egg _— set _manufac- tomers cannot come to the store, have more than justified the effort. 
, reports sales u % dur- ‘ ’ ‘ 
eo ing last three months Jack Pit- let’s take the store to the customers. Rich’s daily telecasts are being W z 
In Co. Me 8 peoduce 5. i. Miller & On the eighth day the busses continued over WSB-TV for the 
“0. package, “Tavern Treasure hae : , a8 , E ~~ I nar 
to Time,” which will kickoff on WGN- had lain idle in their yards, Rich’s stzike's duration. Already the onc c STREET 
‘le ML 12 for Merchandisers, Inc. television shopping service began. cess of the venture is attested to. ON PEACHTREE 
of Series vewar will script the in th It is a significant first for Rich’s ATLANTA 
pa ee . .. Satton & Powers, sing- WSB-TV cameras were set up -_ - for WSB-TV 
ace TV's “Parede Mees a - ENR- store on the fourth floor of Rich’s and for -IV. Represented by Edw. Petry & Co., Ine 
gh ter sets in Milwaukee area serv- 
_ ‘ted by WTMJ-TV now total 144,664 Xg 
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Tele Follow-Up Comment } 


POSE SSEE SSE SHEE So ye FESEEFEFESSOSESEE SESH 


Milton Berle, bulwarked by a. 


standout guest lineup including 
Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis, 
wound his second year on NBC- 
TV's “Texaco Star Theatre” Tues- 
day night (13) with one of the 
better stanzas of the season. With 
Gertrude Niesen and Robert Alda 
joining in the fun and with Betty 
Bruce on hand for terp interest, 
Berle and his writers even came 
up with some new material, which 
was plenty yockful. With “Tex- 
aco” going off for 13 weeks, this 
finale was good enough to leave a 
pleasant memory with viewers and 
lure them back for more of the 
same in the fall. 
Berle teamed in a couple of fun- 
skits with Martin and Lewis, 
best of which was the scene in a 
sponsor's office. Aida played the 
bankroller, Berle was himself and 
Martin and Lewis were the gag- 
writers. Also fine was the finale, 
in which the stars teamed in vari- 
ous combinations to portray famous 
duos of show biz—Berle and Lewis 
as Bergen and McCarthy, 
Niesen and Alda as Jack Norworth 
and Nora Bayes, etc. It was sock 


ny 


Miss | 


stuff, with Lewis at times breaking 
up even Berle with his antics. Miss 
Niesen, in her solo spot, erred in 
selection of her first number, 
sounding much better with her 
rendition of “Diamonds are a 
Girl's Best Friend.” 

Miss Bruce, featured with Mar- 
tin and Lewis in their recent stand 
at the Copacabana, N. Y., wowed 
with her taps. Lou Wills, Jr.. 
backed by the Lucky Girls, a quin- 
tet of balancers, scored with his 
eccentric dancing and Dick Stabile, 
musical conductor for Martin and 
Lewis, also registered. Berle gave 
a nice pat on the back to Sid Sione 
in the middle pitchman’s commer- 
cial, to make the entire stanza add 
up to a memorable show. 





ABC-TV’s “Stop the Music,” on 
which Sherman Marks has taken 
over direction during the vacation 
of the Charles Hendersons (Mitzi 
Mayfair), holds up as an interest- 
ing variety show apart from the 
giveaway elements. On Thursday 
(15) there was some imaginative 
staging of the song numbers, some 
pleasing choreography and even 


SOFoos | 


good comedy. One routine, for ex- 


‘ample, spotted emcee Bert Parks 
| as a hayfever sufferer calling on a 


medico. Staged in slapstick pan- 
tomime, with Harry Salter’s musi- 


cal backgrounding, it won yocks as | 


Parks’ ailment baffled a trio of | 
/sonal appearances than she did on | 


specialists. 
Marion Morgan, who has re- 


placed Estelle Loring, is a win-| 


some blonde ingenue who chirps 
well, while Betty Ann Grove, who 
handles the comedic tunes, clicks 
consistently. Jimmy Blaine, the 
male vocalist, is affable and ver- 
satile. Parks is. still pleasantly ef- 
fervescent, but the entire 
of show seems more 
less frantic—a development which 
should entice more viewers in the 
long run. 





A couple of outstanding turns 


put the Ed Sullivan stanza Sunday 
(18) in the plus column. Reliables 
such as Paul Winchell and the 


Szonys were the highpoints of the 
session and provided sufficient en- 
tertainment to take care of the full 
hour. 

It’s not that the rest of the turns 
were bad, but it seemed that video 
wasn’t the medium for optfmum re- 
sults in the exhibits put on by the 
George Shearing Quintet and 
Claire Hogan. Shearing, a top 
musician, appeals to those with a 


tempo | 
relaxed and | 


| nighly developed musical sense in 
the bop idiom, and he doesn't 
reach maximum effectiveness with 
mass audiences—at least not the 
tunes he did on the Sullivan show. 
Miss Hogan, a singer with s.a., 
would probably do better in per- 


this session. She’s highly stylized 
and apparently needs a live audi- 
ence to register at her peak. 
Winchell essayed a lampoon of 
private eyes in his ventro turn. 
The piece contained some excellent 
'comedy writing end Winchell’s su- 
| perior comedic sense made every 
line count for top results. The 
Szonys, doubling from the Latin 
Quarter, N. Y., exhibited some fine 
ballet work. The pair work ex- 
cellently in the execution of — 
al- 


not usual in the catalog of 
leteers. 
Openers were the Jim Wong 


troupe. a fast tumbling and hand- 
to-hand turn which warmed up the 
house 

One of the surprises on the Sul- 
livan show was the manner in 
which golfer Ben Hogan gave a 
swing demonstration. The guy has 
lotsa personality and provided in- 
terest and a degree of entertain- 
ment in his demonstration of how 
the golf-club should be handled. 
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The address is 740 f on the dial...where in just six months 


Jane Todd has become San Francisco's first lady of radio. With a 


23°% higher rating than any other local woman’s show! 


All because San Francisco women know KcBs’ Jane Todd 
talks their language. She tells “em and sells “em! 


When Jane mentions a book or a play, a dress or dessert, cash 


registers ring a merry chorus, 


Nice work anywhere but even better in San Francisco, 
where people have more money to spend per capita \ 


than in any other large city in the nation!" 
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place. Let us introduce you to the first lady in America’s wats 
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seventh market today." 


San Francisco 
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*Pulse of San Francisco, March-April 1950 
*Sales Management Survey of Baring Power. Mav 1950 
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Strike Theatre” flubbed its season 
finale on NBC-TV Monday night 
(19) with its presentation of A. J 
Cronin’s “The Citadel.” Straining 
under a combination of half. 
hearted thesping and a weak adap- 
tation by Richard Morrison, the 
hour-long drama had all the ear- 
marks of a radio soap opera. In 
fact, because of the extreme wordi- 
a of = er an show prob- 
ably wou ave fared e 
well on AM. - 
Montgomery himself took over 
the starring role and, possibly be- 
cause of his doubling job as pro- 
ducer, seemed more. ill at ease than 
any of the cast. His w.k. charm 
seldom crept into his characteriza- 
tion and he fluffed several of his 
more important lines. Angela 
Lansbury was apparently present 
for her name value only, since her 
role as Montgomery’s wife was far 


below her talents. Anna Lee, as 
the rich divorcee who tried to 
transform Montgomery from an 


honest doctor into a society me- 
dico, and Claude Horton, as the 
old-faithful friend, topped the sup- 
porting cast, in which Jean Cam- 
eron and Gwilym Williams turned 
in good jobs. 

Story itself lacked completely 


the suspense and dramatic mo- 
ments both of the original novel 
and the film, which starred Robert 
Donat, skipping entirely the scenes 
in the Welsh coalfield areas which 
highlighted the picture. Norman 
Felton’s direction was adequate, as 
was John Gart’s original music 
background. Lucky Strike singing 
commercial in the middle slot, fea- 
turing Dorothy Collins, was obtru- 
sive because it was so much out of 
the mood with the play. 





“Anything Can Happen,” the 
George and Helen Papashvily best- 
seller of some years back, made a 
warmly entertaining vehicle for 
NBC-TV’'s “Philco Television The- 
atre’ Sunday (18). The fictional- 
ized story of a Russian immigrant’s 
integration into American life had 
a good deal of humor arising from 
the contrast between U. S. and 
foreign manners. One typical scene 


| was that in which a group of Rus- 
| Sian emigres told the hero why he 


should not have become engaged 
| to an American girl. Yankee wom- 
en, they said, want you to change 
your name, they can’t cook, thev 
_force husbands to live on. strict 
budgets and make only two steaks 
| for two people. 

While William Kendall Clarke's 
adaptation involved little plot, it 
caught the gaietv and understand- 
ing of people of the original tome. 
The wedding scene, particularly, 
-was well done. And the ending, 
after the death of Papashvily’s 
| best friend, added a chord of 
| pathos, with the observation that 
to be complete a home needs a 
taste of sadness. 

Joseph Buloff, although touching 
_on the hammy at times, wrapped 
up an effective characterization as 
the immigrant. Adia Kuznietsoff 
scored impressively as his outward- 
going, philosophical friend, while 
Catherine Lynn was likeable in the 
role of native-born wife. “Any- 
| thing Can Happen” differed from 
the typical “Philco” offering, but 
it made a nice change of pace. 





Fred Waring’s last stanza of the 


season for General Electric on 
_CBS-TV was a fitting finale in 
broadness of concept but, un- 


| fortunately, one of the poorest of 

the series in terms of pure video 
| entertainment. Entire second half- 
hour of the 60-minute segment was 
taken up with an epic song poem 
by Roy Ringwald, “Song of Amer- 
ica.”’” which covered highlights of 
this country’s history from its dis- 
covery to the assassination of 
Lincoln. End result was a curious 
hodepodge of pretentiousness, dig- 
nity, dullness and dramatic spot- 
tiness. 

Because of the necessity of cov- 
ering close to 400 years in time 
and thousands of miles in terri- 
tory, the historical review was 





- split between Waring’s somewhat 


| pedantic commentary § and_ the 
_choir-voiced detailing of the high- 
| lights. What few production va!- 
| ues were used to enhance the song 
drama_ revolved mostly around 
| shadow double-exposures and brief 
| tableaux. Lighting of the choral 
group and mobility of the cameras 
(a hallmark of this show) helped to 
overcome some of the ennui pro- 
duced by the sameness of produc- 
tion and lack of action—but it was 
a far cry from, for example, the 
dramatic picturization of “Joba 
Brown’s Body” on this program 
several weeks ago. 

_ Opening number was a produc- 
tion built around a picnic song 
that segued into “Hoop-Dee-Doo” 
and finally a polka. Staging, hoof- 
ing, singing and lens work were ai! 
par for the course for this type of 
Waring eye-and-ear divertissement. 
as were the soloists and orch in 2 


song melange tagged, simply 
enough, “Musicale.” Latter inte'- 
lude, a non-production number, 





*<Continued on page 35) 
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YOR’S DESK DICK FISHELL 

HE MA , 

a. William O’Dwyer; Robert 
Moses, Frederick Zurmuhlen, 
Dr. Edward Mahoney, William 
Reid, guests 

Producer: Clifford Evans 

Director: Bud Gammon 

30 Mins.; Thurs., 8 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WPIX, N. ¥. ; . 
“At the Mayor’s Desk,” with 


Patricia Stentz 
Producer-writer: Fishell 
15 Mins.; Tues., 10:30 p.m. 
BERMAN’S HOUSE OF STYLE 
KLAC-TV, Hollywood | 


In all his years before the mike, | 
Dick Fishell has acquired an easy | 
affability that should pay off even | 


Bi ; William O'Dwyer better in TV. Never pressing and | 
N. Y. Mayor ts thekitnens letting the conversation with his | 
starred, represen . | Guests take a natural flow, he im-| 
development in video and projects pressed with this quarter-hour vig- | 
the medium into the political | eed enct host in a big, over- 
arena as a heavy we.pon. On the | ainborein.’ casually chatting with 
|_ It's the showmanly touch that 
Fishell injects to lift this type 
show out of a well worn rut to the 
level of bright entertainment. He 
had three guests on his opener, 





nightly show the mayor revealed 
competent teevee 
more camera 


himself as a 
personality, with 
presence, for example, than WPIX 


ce, exal -.¢.,.| complete with sponsor, and all 
topper a. F. Flynn who intro Prong integrated into a smooth pat- 
duce ‘ ern. As a sports figure probably 

O'Dwyer made a relaxed mod-| better known in the ant ad 
erator, calmly puffing on a pipe| here, Fishell got off a few items of 


(there was a strong resemblance to| current interest to the sport fans 
American Tobacco’s William Gar-|as a segue into the show’s title. 
gan) as he queried four members |“Meet the People You Read 
of his cabinet on civic problems. | About.” First was Patricia Stentz. | 
In this case, because of the warm |a_ personable young lady whose 
weather, the subject was beach | hair-raising biz has been written 
pollution, involving the city’s out-| up in the national mags. .She gave 
lay for sewage disposal plants. | a demonstration of how baldies can 
Health Commissioner ‘the 
admitted that the city’s beaches | for laughs she made a mop “grow” 
were nearing the pollution danger | on Bill Gray’s dome. Gray. nitery 
point and explained the need for | comic, proved an excellent foil and 
additional sewage plants. Deputy | the laughs rolled as fast as the hair 
Mayor Reid went into the finan-| grew. Bobby Troup, a singer also 


cial angle (additional taxes are to|on the grotto time, sang as he) 


be levied) and Public Works Com- | 
missioner Zurmuhlen pointed out;  Fishell knows about everyone in 
the location of present and!town connected with show busi- 
projected sterilization plants on a | mess and sports and that’s a big 
map the mayor's secretary oblig-| asset for the sponsor, a men’s tail- 
ingly brought in. Construction | oring establishment. Spread to a 
Coordinator Moses said the work half-hour and timed earlier in the 
should have been done 20 years | evening, Fishell could easily make 
ago and discussed the relationship | this one of the most looked-at and 


played, and both well. 


Mahoney | look like J. C. Flippen and then | 


to other communities. 
All in all, it was a fairly informa- 


| channels. 


listened-to programs on the home 
He knows people and 


tive stanza, a little too technical | Knows his way around and that’s 
in spots, aimed at getting across | Where it bulges in his favor. He 


the administration’s point of view 
on the project. 
tax measures was cited, but what 
party 
mentioned. Other more dramatic 
and controversial subjects might 
have been covered, but the mayor 
emphasized that municipal prob- 
lems are too complex to be cov- 
ered completely in a single tele- 
cast. 

Productionwise, the show 
for the most part natural, and the 
City Hall 
teresting set. Film clips 
used in two spots, in the first of 
which they were out of place. 

Bril. 


CLUBHOUSE QUIZZ 


| 
With Bob Edge: Burt Shotton, guest | 


Producer: Ernie Byfield, Jr. 
Director: Nat Eisenberg 
15 Mins.; Tues., 11:30 p.m. 
EHLER’S COFFEE 
WOR-TV, New York 

(Weiss & Geller) 


This stanza is skedded after 
Brooklyn Dodger home games tele- 
vised by WOR-TYV, and should hold 
on to a considerable segment of 
the fans. Bob Edge gives some 
brief comment on the game, inter- 
views one of the Bums, reports the 
day's scores and in-between em- 
cees the Mystery Dodger quiz. 
Contest is based on a photo of a 
onetime Brooklyn player, with 
some of his features masked. A 
viewer is called and if he answers 
a simple diamond query correctly 
¥ets a crack at identifying the 
masked personality for the jackpot. 

It's a catch-all stanza that should 
please Ebbets Field aficionados. 
Edge handles his interview chores 
easily and on the airer caught 
Tuesday ‘(13) his guest was Burt 
Shotton, Brooklyn manager, who 

ad some frank things to say 
about his club’s problems. Ques- 
tions asked, while fairly easy, are 
the kind of thing that may start 
Some talk among diamond addicts. 
h Ehler s is plugged too frequently, 

owever. In addition to a com- 
mercial delivered pleasantly by a 
Latino senorita, there are cans of 
the coffee on display, a sign, cans 
syarded as consolation prizes, plus 
-dge and his guest touting Ehler’s 
as they drink the java. Bril. 


PIS YOUR FACE... = 
TOO BROAD FOR T.V.? 


Your face can be resha t 
°o phete- 
poe BE ype gee quickly, by this 
¢ cosmet - 
nique, direct from Paris. sapiens 
Not a Make-up! 


Consultation without Obligation! 


ELISABETH UNGAR 34 E- 38 st 


MU. 6-2126 




















"REHEARSAL SPACE 


Huge, light, studios for 
Rehearsal (non-musical) 


Centrally tocated 
Fifth Ave. in mid 50's 


CALL M. COOPER (1-5 P.M.) 








Phone: PL. 3-5110 











Srseuee 


Opposition to the | few weeks. 


or parties objected wasn’t | 


was 


office provided an in- | 
were | 


| should be ripe for the kines in a 
Helm. 





| BASEBALL 

| With Waite Hoyt, announcer 
BURGER BREWING CO. 
WCPO-TV, Cincinnati 


| (Midland) 


Among the diamond greats of 
| the Babe Ruthian era, Waite Hoyt 
is still plenty heavy with radio and 
|TV followers of the Cincy Reds. 
In his eighth season of ballcasting 
for Cincinnati stations, the former 
big-league hurler is doing an ex- 
clusive pitch this season on the 
Scripps-Howard TV and AM sta- 
tions. Standard airings are piped 
to 35 stations in Ohio, Indiana, 
Kentucky and West Virginia, mak- 
ing up the Burger network. 

Brewing firm has been sponsor- 
ing Hoyt for several years and now 
has him under direct contract. 
Bankroller also has an exclusive 
contract for broadcasts and tele- 
casts with the ball club covering 
all home games. Out-of-town Reds’ 
games are carried exclusively on 
WCPO. ; 


WCPO and its TV’er do a half- 
hour preliminary on home games 
for other advertisers. Kickoff is 
Dugout Dope by Lou Smith, vet- 
eran Enquirer baseball writer, for 
Admiral appliance dealers. His 15- 
minute interviews with home and 
visiting players and umpires are 
fan-filling. Jim Fair, a young per- 
sonality WCPO-TV_ staffer, con- 
tributes a pleasing five minutes of 
fan dope, explaining rules and 
scoring, for Army sponsorship. 


Dick Bray, dean of Cincy sports- 
casters, is in his 13th season of 
“Fans In The Stands” for the 
Rubel Baking Co., a 10-minute 
stint. Kids are his favorite subjects 
for personal talks and human in- 
terest flavoring. 

Hoyt does a one-man job on both 
TV and AM: Video is handled by 
two cameras. Although he is an 
old baseball head, Hoyt is never 
guilty of grandstand-managing or 
second guessing of plays and um; 
pire decisions. He calls ’em quick 
and accurately. When rhubarbs 
and other delays take place, he fills 
in with inside stuff on probable 
conversation on the field. 

He also is a master in dramatiz- 
ing out-of-town games from tele- 
graphed info. In cases of wire 
delays or rain holdups he fills in 
with recollections of plays and 
players of his days aS a Yankee, 
Dodger and with other major 
teams. It’s the kind of stuff the 
fans relish. Koll. 





Detroit — Metropolitan Detroit 
Pontiac Dealers have purchased 
“Sports Closeup” on WWJ-TV for 
13 weeks through MacManus, John 
|'& Adams. Show, featuring sports- 
| easter Paul Williams and members 
‘of the Detroit News sports staff 
| who interview sports stars, recent- 
‘ly was changed from a 10-minute 

cross the board show to its present 
half-hour weekly format. 





HAWKINS FALLS 
With Bobby Troup, Billy Gray, | With Frank Dane, Arthur Peter- 


son, Norm Gottschalk, Phil Lord, 
Clarence Hartzell, Alice Dineen, 
Jean Mowry, Viola Berwick, Les 
Spears, Hope Summers, Alma 
DuBus, Andzia Kuzak, Mary 
Frances Desmond, Bill Snary 

Producer: Ben Park 

Directors: Dave Brown, Park 

Writer: Doug Johnson 

60 Mins.; Sat., 7 p.m. (CDT) 

Sustaining 

NBC, from Chicago 


There’s room on television for a 


‘group of small town types that 
were characterized but not carica- 





show of this calibre—lots of room. | 
This latest venture of the Chi, 
NBC producers, filling the summer | 


spot vaca‘ 
show, 
ample . 


up as the best ex- 
date of their belief that 


“vw the Jack Carter | 
| etar.' Vi 


video is a new kind of entertain- | 


ment and not just a new vehicle 
for old forms of entertainment. 
Not that the basic showmanship 
values were ignored. They were 
used. But they were adapted to 
the medium rather than vice versa. 
As the tale unfolded on the in- 


itial segment (17) of this musical- | 


dramatic show, there were easily 
accepted touches of comedy, nos- 
talgia and satire. 
music, not as an afterthought but 


And there was | 


as an integral part of the session. | 


Combining these standard ingre- 


dients with a proficient cast, work- | 
ing with a well-written script and | 
deftly presented videc-wise, final | 
product emerged as excellent fami- | 


ly viewing. 

Story, with cast and cameras 
sharing the telling, took viewers 
to Hawkins Falls, pop. 


6.200, to. 


watch the activities in preparation | 


for the arrival of a famous actress 


making her first hometown visit in offering in the fall. 


'pear during her visit. 


many years. Tale was narrated by 
the editor of the village weekly, 
well played by Frank Dane. 


Involved in the situation was a 


tured. Thesping was uniformly 
good. Clarence Hartzell registered 
strongly as the laconic town cop. 
Arthur Peterson fitted well as the 
harassed local playwright who au- 
thored the revue in which the fa- 
mous actress had consented to ap- 
The town 
busybody was nicely done by Hope 
Summers. Phil’ Lord scored as the 
portly old judge who had carefully 
built up a myth through the years 





of a youthful romance with the 
Berwick was believable 
as the town’s best cook who un- 
successfully tried to whip up an 
exotic dish for the visiting celeb- 
rity. Les Spears was good as the 
barber and leader of the village 
band. Pic star was nicely played 
by Alma DuBus and Norm Gott- 
schalk was fine in his sign painter 
role. 

Singing chores were ably han- 
dled by Andzia Kuzak, Mary Fran- | 
ces Desmond and Bill Snary. | 

Tale moved smoothly through a 
variety of sets with some tricky | 
camera dissolves and _ pickups | 
which in only one case seemed | 
overly contrived. Sets, designed | 
by Frank Swig were standout, es- | 
pecially the newspaper blowup 
backgrounding the narrator. 

The Hawkins Fallites are a cinch 
to pick up a strong following dur- | 
ing the summer run. Show, which | 
could and probably’ eventually | 
should be edited to a half-hour, | 
would make a sturdy commercial | 
Dave. — 


SPOTLIGHT ON TOMORROW 
With Fanchon Marks, Don Faust, 
emcees; Arvie Recore, pianist 
Producer-director: Charies Vaughn 

30 Mins.; Sat., 7 p.m. 

HOTPOINT 

WLW-D, Dayton, O. 
(Robert Acomb) 

Teen Tele-talent, Inc., a youth 
group cradled nine months ago for 
the -hatching of TV talent on a 
non-profit basis, is technical di- 
rector of this delightful weekly 
series. It originates in studio of 
WLW-D and spreads to WLW-T, 
Cincinnati, and WLW-C, Columbus. 
General Electric Supply Corp. has 


'been doing the tagging for Hot- 
| point dealers since October. 


Junior achievers are mostly 
highschool boys and gals from the 
Dayton area. Pro coaching is by 


|'Fanchon Marks and Don Faust, 


who also are smoothies in handling 
the intros. Arvie Recore, a vet of 
the ivories, is the lone accompanist 
and is spotlighted for a solo before 
a customary patriotic vocal en- 
semble finish. 


Teenagers take turns as prin- 
cipals or onlookers as specialties 
unfold in a living room setting. 
They look fresh in semi-formals 
and are entirely at ease. Filmed 
blurbs for Hotpoint washers, freez- 
ers and refrigerators are spotted 
neatly. 

A world-travel theme was used 
on program caught, allowing for 
class flashes in scenic backgrounds 
made by the youngsters and a 
variety of song and dance numbers. 
Kids‘do a swell job of wardrobing. 

Stacks up as great nesting for 
both the talent and TV. Koll. 
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FASTEST GROWING TV MARKET 


Ownership of TV sets within the WLW-Television area has increased more 
than 600Z in the last year. During a recent four-months’ period, growth of 
set owners more than doubled the national rate—totaling 268,000 
(unduplicated) as of June Ist. It’s the 2ND LARGEST TV MARKET 
IN THE MIDWEST ... 6TH LARGEST IN THE NATION. 


REACHED MOST EFFECTIVELY 


Videodex Reports for May prove that the three micro-wave-linked Crosley 
Stations—WLW-T, Cincinnati; WLW-D, Dayton; and WLW-C, Columbus 
—offer the best method of reaching this important TV market. WLW- 
Television has an average Share of Audience of 47.5% from 11 A. M. to 
11 P. M. seven days a week, as compared to an average of 31.5% for the 
five other stations located in the WLW-Television area! . 


AT LOWEST COST 


On a cost-per-thousand basis, WLW-Television reaches this large audience 
at lower cost than any other combination of the eight TV stations 
located in these three cities. ACT NOW to take advantage of the present 
low rates. For complete information, contact any of the WLW-TV Sales 
Offices in New York, Chicago, Hollywood, Cincinnati, Dayton, or Columbus. 


WLW-1 


CINCINNATI 


WLW-C 


COLUMBUS 


WLW-D 


DAYTON 


Television Service of the Nation’s Station 


Crosley Broad casting Corporation 
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— =] communism.” ° ° 
. s rett has assigned two members of | nsi p ti al a 0 
Radio Reviews his staff ‘to make a thorough in- 
vestigation of the practicability and : 

‘onti feasibility of the use of television WINS, N. Y., disk jockey Fred Robbins, now beaming from the 
ape he eh te * and an analysis of various regions Howard Johnson restaurant on West 57th street, is slated to shift to 

with recorded music from the by Veepee Alben W. Barkley, of the world in which that kind of Monte’s in the Belmont Plaza hotel. N. Y. Robbins, whose pace with 
show. Secretary of State Dean Acheson, program might conceivably pro- the Howard Johnson eatery winds up in mid-July, will be brought over 
Airer also invited listeners to United Auto Workers’ prexy Walter quce the greatest dividends at this to the east side hotel spot by Phil Rosen, owner of the Pehthouss Club, 


phone in questions about the the- 
atre directly to the studio. This 
proved to be a time consumer, for 
often after a lengthy phone call 
the query proved to be inadequate. 
If the questions were submitted by 
mail, the delay could be eliminated 
and better issues could be selected 

Furthermore, if “Open Mike” in- 
tends to continue using guests 
from current shows it would be 
more practical to move the teeoff 
time back to 11:30 or 11:45 p.m. In 
order to give players sufficient 
time to get to the studio. Kirk did 
fairly well as the moderator, but 
the long wait before his 
showed up proved quite 
rassing for him. 

Typical of the questions: “what 
do you think of theatre-in-tle- 
round?” and “is summer stock 
necessary for an actor to get to 
Broadway?” Sandwiched in the 
show was the station’s drama re- 
viewer, Joe Shipley, who reported 
on the ““Madwoman of Chaillot” at 
the City Center, N. Y. Later join- 
ing the forum, he emerged as more 
articulate than most of the guests 

Gilb. 


puests 
embar- 


WFDR ANNIVERSARY 
Writers - producers - directors: Guy 

Wallace and “Binny” 

45 Mins.; Fri. (16), 9 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WFDR-FM, N.Y. 

Celebrating its first anni last 
Friday (16), WFDR-FM offered a 
45-minute reprise of bits aired over 
the station during the past year. 
Program ably fulfilled its intention 
of pointing up the diversity of en- 
tertainment broadcast over WIFDR. 
Station’s interest in the problems 
ef the working man was also pro- 
jected via highlights from shows 
devoted to that subject. 

Show included reprises of origi- 
nally transcribed programs. Among 
the talent spotlighted were Eddie 
Cantor, Milton Berle, Jack Benny 
and Rochester, Arthur Godfrey. 
Lily Pons, Morton Gould’s orch 
and Arturo Toscanini. 

Also included in the roundup 
were President Harry S. Truman 
making his 1950 State of the Union 
address and snatches from talks 




















Courtesy of M-G-M 


‘THE GREAT RUPERT’ 
For George Pal Prods. 
THE CAMEL SHOW 
Every Friday Nite, 9:30 D.S.T., NBC 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 











Reuther and United Nations’ Secre- 
tarv-General Trygve Lie. Presenta- 
tion finaled with a recording of a 
speech made by the late Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt, for whom the 
station was set up as a memorial 
by the International Ladies’ Gar- 
ment Workers Union. Gros. 





HERMAN HICKMAN 
15 Mins., Sat., 5:45 p.m. 
Sustaining 

NBC, from N. Y. 

Herman Hickman. Yale’s 
ball coach, is heading up a differ- 
ent and palatable kind of sports 
show Instead of the usual type 
of expertizing, Hickman is doling 
out yarns, anecdotes and even 
poetry about the sports world and 
its personalities. This is a leisurely 
paced session carried by the 
coach’s homespun raconteuring 
style. 

On the preem (17), Hickman 
gave a self-portrait before leading 
into a brace of amusing football 
varns, including one sharp dig at 
professionalism in the college 
team setups. He wound up with a 
casual recitation of some baseball 
verse revolving around the pitcher 
who struck out “Casey at the Bat.” 


foot- 


HOSS HSOHOOOOES » _ 


+ Radio Followup 
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More of the good showmanship 
which has surrounded Joe Kelly 
and The Quiz Kids through the 
years, accounting for this show’s 
longevity, was the tather-and-son 
battle on Father's Day over NBC. 
It included parodies by the dads 
on “Dearie,” some of them better 
lvrics than their renditions by 
their authors. In each case it was 
the father who did the nostalgic 
paraphrase. A contest of father 
vs. son resulted in the juves 
copping the braintrusting. On the 
subject of vocalization, Joel Kup- 
perman’s father refused to risk any 
crooning, and read his _ tiyrie 
straight. Not bad either., i.e. both 
the rendition and the song parody. 


Mundt 
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of a television screen, the vision 
of America, along with the Voice of 
America.” 

Television, said Mundt, can do a 
great deal to open new markets for 
American goods, to awaken back- 
ward countries to modern methods 
of farming, to stimulate desires and 
wants and to promote greater in- 
terchange of commerce. 


Mundt said he has been in con- 
ference with Assistant Secretary of 
State Edward Barrett, who has 
shown “a very commendable will- 
ingness to consider suggestions for 
implementing our cold war against 
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who takes over Monte’s at the end of June. ae 
Earl Witson, N. Y. Post syndicated columnist, originated from Monte’s 
for two months earlier this year, first over WINS and then over WJZ, 


the ABC outlet. 


That program exited, reportedly because of a hassle 


between Wilson and his sponsor, Tele-King. 
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the summer heat, the 8:30 to 10 
period is open. “Pinky Lee Show i 
kinescoped from Hollywood, goes 
from 10 to 10:30, and “Answer Yes 
Or No” (co-op) continues in the 
10:30 to 11 period 

New 

On Mondays 
the new 
Sherman takes over the 7 to 
slot and the Camel newsreel 
tinues from 7:45 to 8. Wendy Bar- 
rie will have a 15-minute show 
from 7:30 to 7:45 on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays, while the 
new Van Camp’s show starring 
John Conte takes that slot Tues- 
days and Thursdays. Rest of the 
Monday lineup, with the sponsors 
in brackets, includes 8 to 8:30, 
“Cameo Theatre’: 8:30 to 9, “Voice 
of Firestone’: 9 to 9:30, “Lights 
Out”: 9:30 to 10:30, Lewisohn Sta- 
dium concerts, and 10:30 to ll, 
“Who Said That?” (co-op). 

Feature film oldies repiace Mil- 
ton Berle’s “Texaco Star Theatre” 
Tuesdays at 8 p. m. Web has the 
9 to 9:30 slot open; “Armstrong’s 
Circle Theatre” from 9:30 to 10, 
and “Amateur Hour’ (Old Golds) 
from 10 to 11. Wednesdays, the 
schedule has Fave Emerson (Snow- 
crop) at 8; “Nature of Things” at 
8:15; “Magnificent Menasha” with 
Menasha Skulnik, at 8:30; “Kraft 
Theatre” at 9; “Break the Bank” 
(Bristol-Myers) at 10, and a film 
series at 10:30. 

On Thursdays at 8 it’s 
It or Not” (Ballantine’s); 
Place,” originating from Chicago, 
at 8:30; Jack Haley show, spon- 
sored by Ford Dealers at 9; 
“Martin Kane. Private Eye” 
(U. S. Tobacco) at 10, and the 
trotting races from Westbury, 
i £, at FG:30. Fridays has 
the “Quiz Kids” and ‘Magic 
Slate,” both from Chi, alternating 
each week at 8; “We, the People” 
(Gulf) at 8:30; “Life Begins at 80” 
at 9; “Big Story” (Pall Malls) and 
“The Clock” (Emerson) alternat- 
ing weekly at 9:30; sports film 
(Gillette) at 10, and the trotting 
races at 10:30. 

On Saturdays, “American Forum 
of the Air” goes at 7; “One Man’s 
Family” (Sweetheart Soap) at 7:30; 
“Hawkins Falls,” from Chi, at 8, 
and the trotting races from 9 to 
closing. 


Sherman Show 

Fridays 
Ranson. 
7:30 


con- 


through 


show starring 


“Believe 
“Stud’s 














ABC Biz 
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beginning Oct. 2, via Brooke, Smith, 
French & Dorrance. 

Chrysler’s “Treasury Men in Ac- 
tion” goes into the Monday 8 p. m. 


slot, starting Sept. 11, via MeCann- | 
Arthur Murray’s variety | 


Erickson. 
stanza, which takes the Thursday 
9 p. m. spot on July 20, will get a 
Sunday spot in the fall, through 
“Blind Date,” which 
had been dropped by Esquire pol- 
ish, was picked up by Gruen 
through Stockton, West & Burk- 
hart, to start Sept. 28 on Thurs- 
days at 9:30. ‘Holiday Hotel,” re- 


'newed by Packard, moves up a half 


hour to Thursdays at 9 p. m., effec- 


|tive Sept. 14, via Young & Rubi- 


cam. 
ABC sales veepee Fred Throw- 


|er, who has been concentrating for 


the past few weeks on video biz, 


| has issued a broadside to agencies 


pointing up the rapid disappear- 
ance of free time on the TV webs. 
ABC-TV, which has been operat- 
ing only five nights a week this 


/year, will open Monday and Tues- 


day evenings in the fall. 

















Four film companies—20th-Fox, Metro, Paramount and Samuel Gold- 
wyn—are bidding for rights to ABC’s documentary on loyalty, “Clear 


and Present Danger.” 
was given a repeat Sunday (18). 


sroadcast, originally beamed two weeks ago, 


Music Corp. of America is representing the web on the deal. Take 
from the film rights would be divided between the network and Joel 


Savre, who scripted. 


Plan for launching of a tape broadeasting network by Bruce Eells is 
a new development in the program library service field which may give 


the spot business a heavy impetus. 
ABC and now 


Charles E. Rynd, former veepee of 


head of Audio-Video Products. eastern distributors for 


Ampex recorders, has tentatively agreed to head the tape web. 
Eells’ idea is to distribute Ampex machines free to member stations, 
their subscription fees covering the cost of the recorders, on which 


they'll be able to play his taped airers and music. 


In addition, Eells 


will give stations his existing library on disks, which they can record 


on tape. 


Advantage of tape, Eells says, will be greater fidelity, ease of 


handling and elimination of breakage in transit. 
Eells has contracted with Ampex to start delivering the recorders on 


Oct. 1. 
service will be incepted, 


When a minimum of 400 stations has subscribed, the network 
Eells said. 





Growing importance of early morning AM periods is pointed up by 
Procter & Gamble’s purchase of spot radio series, some of which are in 


unrated time (in the early 
working). 

P&G recently bought 
them being “Hits From the Hills,” 
a.m., three times a week. 
Opry,” 
banjo. 


shows on 


hours when the telephone pollsters aren’t 


several stations for Tide, among 


over WSM, Nashville, from 6:15-6:30 


Talent on the show, from the “Grand Ole 
includes Carl Smith, Lonzo and Oscar, and String Bean and his 
Agency on the account is Benton & Bowles. 








+ 


tension of WQXR’s longhair pro- 
gramming to 42 counties served by 
RRN, with transmission made by 
radio relay, from station to station, 
over a circuit of 550 miles. 

WQXR prexy Elliott M. Sanger 
sees the plan as a hypo for frequen- 
cy modulation and FM set sales. 
RRN g.m. Michael R. Hanna said 
that the project is giving FM “its 
best chance since Major Armstrong 
introduced it.” He’s planning an 
all-out promotion campaign to back 
the plan. 
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signing of a pact which includes 
such a clause an “anti-union” act, 
Purpose of the resolution is to 
give union scribblers an out when 


_they are confronted by the clause. 
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eligibility of such licensees to op- 
erate radio or television outlets. 

If the status of WTPS is affected, 
the reverse of what followed in the 
Lorain (O.) Journal case will have 
occurred. In the Lorain case, it 
was the FCC action in refusing a 
radio license to the Horvitz Bros. 
because of their refusal to sell 
space in their Lorain and Mansfield 
newspapers to advertisers buying 
‘time on a local station which pre- 
ceded an anti-trust complaint by 
the Justice Dept. 





Greensboro, N. C. — WSNS-FM, 
Sanford’s new station, went on the 
air this week. Tom Barker and 

| Burke 


Buchanan are the owners. | 


' Station will broadcast from 3 to 


11 p.m. 








——— 


The clause, in the form desired 
by CBS, would give the web the 
right to fire writers for acts in- 
volving moral turpitude or “which 
might tend to insult or offend the 
community or any organized group 
thereof, or which might tend to re- 
flect unfavorably upon the network, 
the sponsors, or their advertising 
agencies. .. ."” Webs have said that 
pressure for the inclusion of the 
clause comes from sponsors and 
agencies. 


CONTACT LENSES 


Amazing New Small 
‘Tuohy’ Corneal Lens 











NO FLUID REQUIRED 
NO MOLD NECESSARY 
NO IRRITATION 
€AN BE WORN ALL DAY 
INVISIBLE 


COURMETTES & GAUL 
OPTICIANS, INC. 


53 West 49th St., RCA Bidg., N. Y. €. 
Circle 7-0988 


Eyes zxamined 
Complete Optical Service 
Established 1905 
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B. C. REMEDY 

BLONDEX 

BORDEN’S INSTANT COFFEE 
CAMEL CIGARETTES 


THAT RE 
IN DETROIT 


We're proud of the successful 
company we keep on WJBK 


CROSLEY REFRIGERATORS 
GARRETT WINES 

iPANA TOOTHPASTE 
LAFRANCE 


| | 
ANBORN COFFEE OAKITE 
ee” ae Rig | WOXR | pone en PHILIP: MORRIS 
DELAWARE PENNSYLVANIA Continued from page 22 ! 
and boost your sales: 
| WQXR’s_ subscription announce- Follow these leaders y 
|ments for its Program Guide maga- wink. + 08% 
STEINMAN STATIONS | Zine. r sai te a UBS 
P P . | Under the arrangement, RRN U 
Clair 8. McCollough, Managing Director |programming will be extended WJ B " A v P 
‘from 7:30-11:06 p. m., Monday - TV-DETROIT 
repented by ROBERT MEEKER ASSOCIATES p.m. Mondas 


Chicago San Francisco 


New York Los Angeles 





through Saturday, to carry WQXR’s 


/news and music features. RRN also 


begins Sunday broadcasting on 
July 2 to carry WQXR shows from 
|3-11:06 p. m. Plan will mean ex- 


NEW YORK 17 
Nationally by 





NATIONAL SALES HEADQUARTERS 
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S27 ‘LEXINGTON AVENUE 
LPORADO 5-2455 
KATZ AGENCY NC 
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Chi’s WLS Pioneer in P.A.’s; 
In 338 Appearances Last 
Year to 770,000 Persons 


Chicago, June 20. 
A growing trend among AM sta- 
tions to combat tele inroads is the 
“hitting the road” of their talent 
io promote listener loyalty by 
grass roots personal appearances. 


But this is old stuff to WLS, which | 


has been doing it for years. Since 
1927, in fact. 

Last year WLS talent appeared 
pefore more than 770,000 persons 
in 12 states while making 338 
separate p.a. dates. And 1950 
looks to be a peak year, with num- 
per of dates expected to hit the 
400 mark. 

The bookings built up over the 
sears pay off soundly. Not only 
have they built up the personality 
of the station throughout the mid- 
west, but the Artists Bureau formed 
in 1931 to book both station and 


outside talent has become a major | 


source of coin. 

About 30 different WLS acts play 
the cireuit, which ranges from 
church affairs to state fairs. Prac- 


tically every state fair in the sta-' 


tion’s range has been played. For 
the past 15 years the National Barn 
Dance show has been aired from 
the Illinois State fair. The Barn 
Dance which is broadcast regu- 
larly from Chi'’s Eighth Street 
theatre plays to a capacity house 


each Saturday night for an annual | 


gross estimated at $85,000. 

Incidentally, the Bureau, evhich 
is operated by George Ferguson 
and Earl Kurtz, reports an in- 
creased number of calls this sea- 
son from small town theatre own- 
ers for live acts to hypo the box- 
office. 
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was termed by Tobey “A great en- 
gineering blunder” which “either 
through stupidity or malice afore- 
thought” made necessary the freeze 
order ef September, 1948. 

Tobey took occasion to severely 
reprimand the Commission for 
allowing television sets to be sold 
to the public which cause interfer- 
ence to aircraft and are otherwise 
defective. He suggested that the 
Commission might win more favor 
trom the public if it issued warn- 
ings regarding the requirements of 
receivers, 

He also drew from Sterling a 
commitment that the Commission 
will expand the television areas of 
the country by opening up the 
UHF band, permitting nationwide 
TV coverage. Sterling estimated 
that the freeze would be lifted 
before the year’s end and that 
processing of station applications 
could begin early in 1951. 

Tobey asked when the Commis- 
sion “will have the guts” to move 
television “in one fell swoop” from 
the VHF band into UHF. But 
Sterling indicated there was little 
likelihood that the VHF stations 
would be shifted. FCC Chairman 
Wayne Coy has posed the question 
at recent color hearings of putting 
all commercial video in UHF, with 
an amortization period provided for 
evacuation of VHF. The move 
would simplify allocation and 
receiver problems, 


| Sterling ; | | 


j 








Tele Followups 
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spotlighted Stuart Churchill, Jo- 
anne Wheately, Gordon Goodman 
and Jane Wilson, all Waring regu- 
_lars, in an assortment of solos, 
/ with Morley & Gearheart, two- 
piano team, for a good finish’ with 
“Flight of the Bumble Bee.” 


Program led off with a citation 
to Waring from two youthful mem- 
bers of the 4-H Clubs of America 
for his aid to and encouragement 
of these farm and health organiza- 
tions. Pair of commercials, both 
in the first 30 minutes, were 
cleverly-introed plugs for G-E 
washing machines, TV sets and 
electric bulbs. 








Off on a new series with a 
new sponsor, Chicago’s WGN-TV’'s 
“Stop the Record” with Frann 
Weigle and Rose Dunn shapes up 
as a strong contender for the eariy 
afternoon housewife audience. 
Cross-the-board strip uses the disk 
jockey format with viewers called 
to identify the band or the vocalist. 
A series of clues is flashed while 
the record is spinning and while 
Weigle is making the calls. Besides 


the calls, Weigle does an easy, 
friendly job with the  between- 
tunes patter and the live com- 


mercial. 
scribing the gifts given to the win- 
ning participants. She also recaps 
and explains the clues. On show 
caught (13), this detailed explana- 
tion seemed superfluous and 
slowed the show as proper identi- 


fication was made in each case by | 


the called viewers. 


NAB | 
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| general counsel, it was explained, 
has been in the wind for some time 
,;and involves a question as to 
whether the post should be a full- 
time job. Petty will return to his 
law practice 


ton. 

Similarly, Arthur Stringer, a 
veteran of the organization, has 
been considering various industry 
some months. As for- 
mer head of the FM department, 
he had been planning an exit since 
|the old FM Assn., which brought 
|into NAB Ed Sellers, its executive 
| director, was merged with the or- 
| ganization. Resignation of G. Em- 
'erson Markham, director of the 
TV department, was followed to- 
day by the appointment of 
Charles Batson, who leaves the 
Broadcast Advertising Bureau in 
New York, where he has been as- 
sistant director. Batson was re- 
sponsible for the elaborate study, 
“Television: A Report on the 
Visual Broadeasting Art.” when 
he was at the NAB headquarters 
in Washington prior to shifting to 
BAB. 

Board members are expected to 
discuss plans tomorrow (21) for a 
membership campaign, a project 
in which NAB’s new general man- 
ager, William Ryan. has been giv- 
|ing particular attentien. Ryan be- 
lieves that the tide of resignations 
re stopped and that now is the 


Spe 
| offers for 


| 





itime to “roll it back” to its high | 


| peak of 1948. 


| Affairs of NAB are said to have 
noticeably improved since Ryan's 


Miss Dunn assists by de- | 


in Los Angeles but, 
will maintain an office in Washing- | 


 Brokenshire to ABC 


Norman Brokenshire, whose 
broadeast sked at WNBC, N. Y., 
had been pared by general man- 
ager Ted Cott, has been signed to 
a five-year-pact by WJZ, Gotham 
key of ABC. The pioneer announc- 
er, one of WJZ’s gabbers in 1924, 
will air his “Take It Easy Time” 
on the station, starting July 10, 
cross-the-board from 4-4:45 pm. 

After he winds up his present 
WNBC commitments, Brokenshire 
will become an ABC exclusive. 


Hub Video 
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potent territory once the freeze is 
lifted and the two pending chan- 
nels are assigned. 

Video was pioneered by WBZ-TV 
hereabouts and station has gone 
all out in pitch for live local shows, 
with 43 in that category now pro- 
grammed, totalling 15 hours of air 
time. Local telecasts cover wide 
variety with station producing 
dramas, musicals, quiz and kiddo 
shows in addition to sports pick- 
ups. Sponsorship on local shows 
is also solid with 120 sponsors par- 
ticipating in the availabilities. 

WNAC-TV hit the air several 
weeks after WBZ-TV'’s teeoff (June 
9} and at present is local outlet 
|for DuMont, CBS and ABC prod- 
|ucts. WNAC-TV introduced noon- 
time video to Hub viewers with an 
interview program that has been 
telecast continuously for the past 


baseball coverage with WBZ-TV. 


Advertiser response has 
strong enough to necessitate up- 
ping of rates with both stations 
working on third rate card since 
1948 with rates comparable, a class 
|A hour commanding approximately 
$550 whereas two years ago the 
rate was $250 with few takers. 
Another terrific factor is the zoom- 
ing of sets in the area from less 
than 2,500 on T-Day to close to 
'400,000 at present, exclusive of 
Providence, R. I., which is in the 
normal coverage area and Port- 
land, Me. Latter city is 100 miles 
from Hub but it is estimated that 
there are at least 1,000 sets in- 
stalled there with fairly good re- 
| ception reported. 











Jersey Studio : 


realized the pressing need for more 
TV studio space. 
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Harris Theatre Leased in Chi 
Chicago, June 20. 
Faced with increasing video stu- 
dio space problems, Chi NBC last 
week enered negotiations for a 


long-term lease for the Harris the- 
atre, 1,000-seat legiter owned by 
Shubert Enterprises. Web is cur- 
‘rently renting Shubert’s Stude- 
baker theatre on a week-to-week 
basis for a $2,000 weekly tab. The 
Harris, a smaller, more modern 
air-conditioned house, is felt to be 
better suited for tele production. 
NBC took over the Studebaker 
in February, chiefly to house the 
Chi portion of the “Saturday Night 
| Revue.” An estimated $200,000 was 


Before the interrogation ended, arrival over a month ago, with the |spent converting the legiter for 
Committee Chairman Edwin C./ morale of the organization higher | television. Most of this sum was 


Johnson ‘(D., Colo.) got an assur- 


than in some time. With the staff 


\for equipment that can be trans- 


ance from Sterling that he favored | solidly behind him, he is report-|ferred to the Harris when the 
color television now and that he| edly doing an excellent job in re- pending deal goes through. Latter 
didn’t go along with Dr. Allen B.| storing the association to a wide- | theatre is housing legit “Two Blind 


DuMont who has expressed the 
view that color is some time off. 











Currently 


ROOSEVELT HOTEL 
NEW YORK 





Direction: MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 














FOR RENT 


446th Street, West 151, rent pent- 
house. Space 600 feet suitable for 
office er studio. immediete pos- 
session. Plaze 7-3730. 











| awake, functioning operation. 
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Romay, Page Cavanaugh Trio, Les 
Brown, Larry Fotine, Bob Eberle, 
Carmen Cavallero, Jimmy Wakely, 
Red Foley, Frank Luther, Jimmy 
Dorsey, Eve!tyn Knight, Harry 
James, Duke Ellington, Andrews 
Sisters and Victor Young. 


While the transcription library 
biz is drawing more stars, it is also 
going in for programming. In- 
stead of merely providing individ- 
ual selections, the services are of- 
fering scripts, speeial themes’ and 
other devices so that the numbers 
can be combined into timed pro- 
grams. Emphasis. is also being 
placed on selling, with sales and 
| promotional tools provided to sub- 
seribing stations. 
| The open-end transcription field 
'is alse garnering celebs, with Rudy 
| Vallee and the Adolphe Menjous 
_already in and Buddy Rogers set 
i to enter. 





Transcriptions 


Mice,” but it would move in case 
NBC takes over. 


Studebaker 1s being used by web 
for “Studs Place,” and the new 
,Ransom Sherman show will be 
launched from there when it bows 
‘on web July 3. Sherman strip, go- 
ing inte the “Kukla, Fran & Ollie” 
cross-the-board 6 p.m. spot, forced 
NBC to drop its offer, pitched to 
ABC that latter network also use 
the Studebaker on a split -rent 
basis. 

Use of theatres for video is still 
believed to be a stop-gap measure 
until NBC can build its own Chi 
studios. 


_ Lewisohn Concerts 


Lewisehn Siadium. eoncerts in 
N. Y. are to be televised for the 
first time this year. NBC last week 
pacted for coverage of the out- 
door musical stanzas each -Monday 
night in the 9:30 to 10:30 slot, 
starting next week (26). They will 
replace the Rebert Montgomery se- 
ries of legiters sponsored by Lucky 
Strike. 








| 


year. Station also splits big league | Sterling, in 
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sion. They forget that during all 


that time we should also be attend- 
ing to other important business of 


the Commission.” 

Sen. Johnson last month told a 
delegation of independent televi- 
sion producers who came to Wash- 
ington to protest the freeze that he 
expected the Commission to hand 
down its decision on color by Aug. 
25, but that the ruling might be 
“expedited” by a report, due in a 
few weeks, of a group of scientists 


|} headed by Dr. Edward U. Condon, 


director of the National Bureau of 


| Standards, who have been study- 
Ling the question. Johnson’s state- 
| ment 


is understood to have been 
based on information from Chair- 
man Coy. 

Coy recently told a convention 
of the Radio Manufacturers Assn. 
in Chicago that the freeze would 


| probably be lifted by the end of 


the year and that the allocations 
hearings would not start until the 
color question is decided. His state- 
ment indicated a color decision by 


early fall. 
Only last week, Commissioner 
testifying before a 

Senate committee on his nomina- 


been | tion for another term on the FCC, 


reaffirmed Coy’s remarks. 





Fulton’s ‘Time’s a’Wastin’’ Harangue 
- Sparks Richards News 


| Sen. Johnson || 


Slant Hearing 


Hollywood, June 20. 

Impatient with the slow progress 
of the Government’s case, G. A, 
Richards’ chief counsel, Hugh Ful- 
ton, climaxed a day of repeated 
exception to the trend of hearing 
by suggesting “let’s quit wasting 
time and money and get down to 
cases.” 

Fulton’s objections were to Bene- 
dict Cottone’s inquiry into proc- 
esses of KMPC employees in 
assembling copies of news scripis 
to be used as exhibits. He de- 
manded to know what right the 
FCC had to examine station’s rec- 
ords. The Government's so-called 
“fishing expedition” also seemed 
to tax examiner James Cunning- 
ham’s patience and he tried sev- 
eral times to speed the proceed- 
ings. Wearying of round-about 
testimony of KMPC manager 
Robert Reynolds, Cunningham 
finally exclaimed, “it is my feeling 
that our whole interest is whether 
instructions were given that news 
be distorted or suppressed.” 

Cottone kept hammering away 
at Reynolds, with an occasional 
sideswipe at Fulton, but the matter 
of relevancy interrupted ground- 
work he was laying. 





St. Louis—Two June grads of lo- 
cal universities have joined the 
news gabbing staff of KXOK. They 
are Don Ratchford, recently of 
Washington U., and Peter Edwards, 
now an alumnus of Notre Dame 
and St. Louis U. 
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WWJ-TV is taking circulation for 
granted! The number of television sets 
in the Detroit market has passed the 
quarter-million mark! 


Words like “experimental” ... “‘test”’ 


yn te 


... “pioneering”... 


“infancy” and 


the rest of the recabulary of a new 
medium are out. TV has come of age! 


ne.” 


‘e will back our belief in the stabilit# 
of television with our new rate card 
(#8) which will be guaranteed to adver- 
tisers for one full year! 


RATES 
GUARANTEED 


FOR 1 YEAR 


WWy-tv 


: NBC Television Network 
FIRST IN MICHIGAN Owned end Opercted by THE DETROIT NEWS 








Netional Representatives: THE GEORGE P. HOLLINGBERY COMPANY 
ASSOCIATE AM-FM STATION WWJ 
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Col, RCA Map Fall 


On Pops in Battle of the Speeds 


Campaigns 








Battle of the speeds between + 


Columbia Records’ 33 rpm and 
RCA Victor's 45 will open again in 
the fall for dominance in the pop 
field. Easing off the propaganda 
during the summer months, both 
companies are setting big promo- 
tional pushes for their respective 
systems in time to cash in on the 
lush Christmas season. 

Victor is priming its second ma- 
jor splash for the 45’s since intro- 
ducing that speed last year. While 
the new promotion won't hit the 
pace set by the initial $2,000,000 
outlay for the 45’s, a budget of $1,- 
000,000 has been pencilled in for 
the upcoming fall.push. 

Columbia, at the same time, will 
resume the drive for its seven- 
inch 33 rpm pop disks, which was 
launched in May. Waxery will 
make an all-out pitch for its one- 
speed system via heavy mag and 
daily advertising plus radio and 
video shows on the CBS network. 
Unlike Victor, which has other 
diskeries using the 45 rpm disks, 
Columbia is fighting single-hand- 
edly for its seven-inch 33 rpm 
pops. Col is hoping to get other 
companies on its side via a success- 
ful promotional drive. 

In the longhair field, the speed 
battle has ended with a cleancut 
victory for the 33 rpm system. Re- 
tailers and distribs have drastic- 
ally cut back their 78 rpm inven- 
tories in recent months and Victor 
is currently drawing up details of 
a plan whereby its longhair shel- 
lacs, currently gathering dust on 
retailers’ shelves, can be ex- 
changed for the slow-speed wax. 
Victor will destroy all the 78 rpm 
disks returned under the exchange 
plan. 


2 HOPALONG TUNES 
REACH 200,000 SALE 


Hollywood, June 20. 

Part of the Hopalong Cassidy 
boom, Nacio Publications released 
today (Tues.) the first two tunes 
built around the cowboy character 
with advance sheet orders already 
hitting a total of 200,000 for both. 
Advance sale on the two tunes is 
considered unusual under present 
market conditions and remarkable 
in view of the fact that no disks 
have yet been cut on them. J. J. 
Robbins has the exclusive_selling 
rights. 

Nacio Publications was formed 
by vet filmusical composer Nacio 
Herb Brown and Bill (Hopalong 
Cassidy) Boyd. Brown, prexy of 
the outfit, collaborated with lyri- | 
cist L. Wolfe Gilbert on the two 
numbers, “Hopalong Cassidy 
March” and a lullaby, “Hoppy, Top- 
per and Me.” Recently another 
cleffer, Al Piantadosi, wrote a song 
based on the ‘“‘Hopalong” character 
and Boyd*sued him. Case is still 
pending in superior court here. 





| 
| 


Sammy Kaye Adds Singer — 
And Pianist to His Band 


Sammy Kaye has added a new 
songstress and 88-er to his band. 
Judy Johnson hus been put into; 
the vocal spot, while Warner Shil- | 
kret replaces Jerry Carr on the 
keyboard. Signing of Shilkret | 
marks pianist’s first engagement 
with a name band. He’s the son of 
bandleader Jack Shilkret. 

Miss Johnson, who has appeared 
in a number of legit shows, will 
augment her singing with some 
terping, which will be spotlighted 
on Kaye’s weekly NBC tele show, 





“So You Want to Lead a Band?”, | 


Kaye has been looking for a 
femme chirper ever since Laura 
Leslie recently exited that berth. 
Shilkret, incidentally, accompanied 
Miss Johnson on an audition rec- 
ord which Kaye heard and it was 
on the merits of the platter that 
both landed their jobs. 


Ill. Lien Vs. Weems Orch 


Chicago, June 20. 

State of Illinois last week filed a 
lien of $1,417 against Wilfred 
Weems, operating as the Ted 
Weems orch, for contributions to 
the group under the unemployment 
compensation act. 

Lien was filed with County Re- 





corder Joseph T. Baran, for contri- | 


butions during first half of 1949. 


Haven.” 


Havana-Madrid Denies | 
Responsibility in Suit: 
Havana-Madrid Restaurant Corp., | 
N. Y., defendant in a tune infringe- 
ment action brought against it in 
N. Y. federal court last month, last 
week sought dismissal of the suit 
and made a general denial of all} 
allegations. Plaintiffs are Peer In- 
ternational Corp. and Promotora 
Hispano Musica, Peer affiliate. 
Publishing firms charged that | 
the nitery publicly performed for 
profit six of their copyrighted num- 
bers without a license on Oct. 20, 
1949, and at various other times. 
An injunction and statutory dam- 
ages of not less than $250 are asked 
for each alleged violation. Bistro 
claims that, as a condition for em- 
ployment, its orchestra leaders 
signed agreements to the effect 
that their outfits would not 
form any 


per- | 
music on the premises 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending June 10) 
London, June 13. 


My Foolish Heart........ Sun 
ee ea Connelly 
Oh You Sweet One. .Southern 
Let’s Do It Again..... Lennox 
Jealous Heart..... New World 
a ag ES Maurice 
Piano Roll Blues.......Leeds 


Chattanoogie Boy. ..Pic Music 


Enjoy Yourself........ Morris 

Down in the Glen..... Wright 

Quicksilver ........e0- Morris 

Daddy’s Little Girl...... Yale 
Second. 12 

Baked a Cake....... Chappell 

Two on a Tandem ..Merrin 


Me and My Shadow. .F.D.&H. 
Bewitched Sterling 
Cherry Stones.........Fields 
Remember Cornfields Arcadia 
Can-Can Polka...... Connelly 
Sunshine Cake....,..Victoria 
Song in Our Heart. .20th Cent. 
Night Floor Fell In. .Southern 
Dear Hearts .. Morris 
Lake Loveland... .Cinephonic 


eee 








Cugat's Smash 
536 in Toronto 


unless the songs were contained in | 


the library of the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors & 
Publishers. Cafe further contends 
that if any Peer composition was 
played by a band in its employ, the 
music was performed contrary to 
its agreement with the leader and 
without its knowledge. 


M-G-M PREPS 2 MORE 
SOUNDTRACK ALBUMS 


M-G-M Records is prepping two 





more soundtrack albums culled 
from filmusicals produced by its 
parent Metro studios. 


Initial set will be “Three Little 
Words,” with Red Skelton, Fred 
Astaire, Arlene Dahl and Gloria De 
Second will be “Summer 
Stock,” with Gene Kelly and Judy | 
Garland. Both albums will be in 
the 45 and 78 rpm speeds and will 
also be pressed on long:playing 
disks. 





Melba at Montauk 


With his regular stand in the 
Cotillion Room of the Pierre hotel, 
New York, closed for the warm 
months, Stanley Melba, maestro-en- 
tertainment director of the hos- 
telry, signed for the summer sea- 
son at Montauk Manor, resort hotel 
at Montauk, Long Island, N. Y. 

Melba and his five-piece society 
outfit open the stand on June 28. 





Toronto, June 20. 

Playing at the enlarged Forum 
in Toronto, Xavier Cugat’s orch 
cashed in with a sock $53,000 gross 
in an eight-day stand. The recep- 
tion to Cugat’s crew in this city 
was capped by rave notices from 
the longhair critics. 

Cugat is touring with a combina- 
tion band and vaude show, includ- 
ing songstress Abbe Lane and two 
dance acts, Dulcina and Tato, and 
Julia. Canadian Concert. and 
Artists, Inc., is handling the Cugat 
bookings in Canada. 

During his recent tour through 
Canada, Spike Jones orch racked 
up comparable grosses. 


RCA Times ‘Giselle’ 
With Sadler Opening 


Timed for the opening of the 
Sadler Wells’ ballet on Broadway 














Lisa Kirk: 


I Fell” (Victor). “Love 


lists. It’s an excellent 
grounded by Hugo Winterhalter’s 
orch and chorus. Reverse is a cute 
change-of-pace item. 

Mitch Miller Orch: “Tzena Tzena 
Tzena”-“The Sleigh” (Columbia). 
Columbia worked fast to get this 
version of “Tzena” on the market 
following Gordon Jenkins’ cut for 
Decca. Miller has executed this 
itune with a highly pronounced 
|folk tempo and a vigorous choral 
rendition. Both disks retain some 
of the folk flavor to be found in 
less diluted fgrm in the cut by 
The Weavers quartet for Decca. 
|Flipover of the Col disk is a simi- 
\lar folk-type number which Miller 
| works over with a stirring pace. 
| Frankie Laine-Patti Page: “I 
‘Love You for That’-“If I Were 
You Baby, I'd Love Me” (Mer- 
cury). Two neat duets by a well- 
balanced team. 
has a familiar idea _ but 
punched over strongly by 
and Miss Page. Boitom deck has a 
better potential. 
and bright beat rate plenty of jock 
and juke spins. Harry Geller’s 
orch gives solid backing on both 
sides. 

Carmen Cavallaro Orch: “Let's 
Have A Party’-“I Told Them All 
About You” (Decca). 
backs two happy items on a well- 
turned disk. “Party” is handled 





it’s 


with Bob Lido and the Cavaliers 
taking the vocal for a snappy ride. 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD \ 


“Love Like Ours’’-| played by the Rows orch and well 
“I Didn’t Slip, I Wasn't ewan | Fesetion by the Beavers. 

ike | 
Ours,” from the pic, “The Men,” | pakistan”-“Jolly Rogers” (Capitol), 
could be the big tune to lift Miss |Two more interesting sides by the 
Kirk’s standout talent into the hit | controversial Kenton aggregation. 


ballad |“Eyening in Pakistan” is a quiet 
movingly vocalled and richly back- | q 


| attractive 
| Jimmy 








Stan Kenton Orch: “Evening in 


and tasteful composition free of 
any orchestral stunting and highly 
listenable. ‘Jolly Rogers,” how- 
ever, is in the more typical Kenton 
vein of modernistic dissonances 
over a tricky rhythmic base. This 
disk won't win any converts but 
the Kenton fans will cotton to it. 

Johnny Long Orch: “Shorty’s 
Got to Go’’-‘‘Hello” (King). Long 
has a good chance on “Shorty,” a 
catchy number with a clever lyric. 
It’s not another “Build a Bunga- 
low” but this tune gets a highly 
vocal workover by 
Sedler and a glee club. 
Bottom deck is a fair item duetted 
by Sedler and Janet Brace. 


Van Johnson: “Let’s Choo Choo 
Choo to Idaho’-“You Can’t Do 
Wrong Doin’ Right” (M-G-M). Van 


;JOhnson shows up well on this coup- 


“TI Love for That” | 


Laine | 


4) “Tdaho” 
The clever lyric | 


ling of tunes from the pic, ‘“‘Duchess 
of Idaho.”’ Film actor delivers both 
in a personable style in a way that 
makes the vocal quality secondary. 
is given a particularly 
pleasing rendition with Harry Gel- 
ler’s orch dishing up an elaborate 
framework. 

“Tt 


George Shearing Quintet: 


| Didn’t Know What Time It Was’ 


Cavallaro | ne 
| sophisticated. 


in a suitable free-wheeling tempo | Skillful 


“How's Trix?” (M-G-M). This is a 
lovely etching of “I Didn’t Know” 
designed for the more musically 
Shearing’s Quintet 
impressive effects from its 
manipulation of the me- 


gets 


|lodic pattern over the firm rhythm 


Reverse is another rhythmic num- | 


ber carried by some 
keyboard highjinks.. 


a Magic Carpet’’-“‘Down the Line” 
| (Victor). Flanagan continues 
‘hit a solid pace on wax. ‘Magic 
Carpet” is dressed with a smooth 
beat and a good vocal by Harry 
Prime. “Down the Line” shows 
the Flanagan crew at its instru- 
mental best. 


in October, RCA Victor is PreP- jlucidly styled in a danceable 
ping release of a disk set of “Gi-|tempo and earmarked for repeated 
selle,” one of the troupe's reper- | plays. 


| tory stanaards. 

Number is being recorded in 
London by the Royal Opera Or- 
chestra of Covent Gardens, which 
plays with the Sadler Wells 
group in Britain. 


Roy Ross Orch: “Happy Feet’’- 
“Dreamin’ Is My Business” (Coral). 
Another snappy version of 
Miles shoe jingle adaptation re- 
cently launched by 
|for Capitol. 





; ;more out of this number than the 

Milton Saunders orch, which re- | Beaver quartet, this cut has its 
cently wound up a 36-week stand rhythmic points and should garner 
at the Tavern-On-The-Green, N. Y., some of the attention being given 
has been booked for a fall return to this novelty. Reverse 
at the restaurant. other likely rhythm item cleanly 
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STARS AND STRIPES FOREVER (Church) .. 





Sellers on Coin-Machines..ect.of ve. 


e@eeeeeree ee eee 


, ’ {Gordon Jenkins....cccoee: Decca 
as MY FOOLISH HEART (10) (Santly-Joy) ere eeeereere eee ee eeee } Billy Eckstine np ee ot .M-G-M 
' \ C7OTOON . SORE. ccécveas: Decca 
2. BEWITCHED (7) (Chappell) ............. Pee Pe eer eer ere ey ) Bill Snvder......cccccss: Famee 
Anton TOS ik. waees London 
3. THIRD MAN THEME (12) (Chappell) ............. Sete oo bee 1 Guy Lombardo*.......... Heera 
- Perry COMO. 1 veviedes' Victor 
4. HOOP-DEE-DOO (5) (Morris) ..........cecceeeees tee ‘+ ) Kay Starr ........200e.. Capitol 
5. I WANNA BE LOVED (4) (Supreme) ............-06: we oe Andrews Sis-Jenkins...... Decca 
. ANEO SEPOR xk. cis wd aead’ Coral 
6. SENTIMENTAL ME (11) (Knickerbocker) ..............005: ) Russ Morgan............. Treece 
7. IT ISN’T FAIR (13) (Words-Music) ..... errr ee ere ey DOTY TOUS .04.c8 osa'ss Victor 
ma a ee eee Capitol 
8. OLD PIANO ROLL BLUES (7) (Leeds) ........ 0000 e ee eee: ) Larry GOON. . ....cesee: Abbey 
Pe Be OP SD Ck cos biscvdseveveceencets woken PAMMY TROVE wai vvedéed. Victor 
. ae L Beteen BETO... 6c ks vue Mercury 
10. IF I KNEW YOU WERE COMING (14) (Robert) ....... ****) Georgia Gibbs............Coral 
’ Second Group 
| I DON’T CARE IF THE SUN DON’T SHINE (Famous) .......... POU. PHBE. os iv ceeeees Mercury 
ees wee PED. “CEM. css co Adie singis ua ee bavi sens aneneee aes Johnay Desmond........ M-G-M 
So ) RPE PPTETTI Ter cee yy Tree Perret TT vicina’ eseee Frank Petty Trio........M-G-M 
Peary COUUONC) ono kc ks ci cessevericrees Ter tt Tee > weeny TOO ..o..ssdisws Victor 
COUNT EVERY STAR (Paxton) .....ccscccccee i nitene% Hugo Winterhalter....... Victor 
{Freddy Martin..... 06.00% Victor 
PU MEERTO A COMER) gk ci ds) Kb eedeeseeseves coveecceeecceess ) Danny Kaye ............ et 
|¢ I’M GONNA PAPER ALL MY WALLS (Goday) ..............+. Patti Page.......... ».. Mercury 
AMERICAN BEAUTY ROSE (Jefferson) ......... coused eeweas Frank Sinatra.........Columbia 
| DADDY’S LITTLE GIRL (Beacon) .........cccccccceccecec cece) Mills Bros. ..... seveeee. Decca 
(| Phil Regan ....... seeee.. Victor 
RS 5 ot ewncccscevepocses -LevTCRR BYOWeP...occecce LuUOndon 
| 


MONA LISA (Paramount) ... 


,/ 2 1 ALMOST LOST MY MIND (Hill-Range). 


| 


| 
} 


| 
| 


DEARIE (13) (Laurel) ........ 
BONAPARTE’S RETREAT (Ac 


i 


.»» Frankie Laine........ Mercury 
King Cole Trio.........Capitol 


§ Fran Warren ............Victor 
| King Cole Trio.........Capitol 


eee eerreereeeeeereeeeees 


a toe ; | Merman-Bolger ..........Decca 
. Mee ig ate ee ee se a oe Capitol 
uff-Rose) ......... Terre re verter oe, la eareeramees Capitol 


[Figures tn parentheses tndicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.) 


rinky-tink | 


base. Back side is in a more in- 
tricate Shearing idiom with Mar- 
jorie Hyams’ vibes in the fore- 


‘ ground. 
Ralph Flanagan Orch: “If I Had | 


to | 


Album Reviews 
Victor Young and His Singing 


| Strings: “April in Paris” (Decca). 


It’s a jump number | 7 ; 
| are given rich string arrangements 


the | 


Dean Martin | 
While Martin gets | 


is an-| 


Victor Young, one of Hollywood's 
top composer-arrangers, has exe- 
cuted a fine Decca long-playing set 
spun around a flock of tunes hav- 
ing Paris as their theme. Numbers 


with lilting tempos for a half-hour 
of relaxed music. Numbers in- 
clude “April in Paris,” “Dancing 
With You,” “Speak to Me of Love,” 
“Pigalle,” “Beyond the Sea,” 
“Comme Ci, Comme Ca,” “The 


River Seine” and “La Vie En 
Rose.” 
Platter Pointers 
Xavier Cugat and Hal MclIn- 


tyre have cut solid “Dance Date” 
long-playing sets for Columbia 
along with the Les Brown and 
Tony Pastor orch . . . Columbia's 
new vocalist, Tony Bennet, still 
sounds like the Street Singer, 
whose name is Arthur Tracy, not 
Al Trace as miscued in this column 
last week ... Frank Petty Trio 
has a good side in “Sundown” for 
M-G-M Jerry Lewis has a 


couple of fair comedy novelty 


‘sides in “I'm A little Busybody” 
,and “Sunday Driving” on Capitol 


| Fitting like 
| rante 


.. . Hugo Winterhalter’s orch and 
chorus serve up another lush ar- 
rangement in “My Destny” (Victor) 
... Two fine sides by Jane Hutton 
in “My Sweetie Went Away” and 
“More Than I Should” (Decca)... 
a glove, Jimmy Du- 
works over ‘A-Razz-A-Ma- 
Tazz” and “I’m a Vulture for Horti- 


/cutlure” for M-G-M .. Illinois Jac- 
| quet’s combo has a solid number 


|in “My Old Gal,” Sid McKinney 


vocalling (Victor) ... On the same 
label, Tony Martin has two sides 
up to his usual par, “La Vie En 
Rose” and “Tonight” Solid 
sounds by Sy Oliver and his orch 


‘in “Four or Five Time” on Decca 


|a Toy Balloon” . 


.. . Eddy Howard has cut a couple 
of solid sides for Mercury in ‘“Las- 
sus Trombone” and “Put Your 
Arms Around Me Honey”... On 
the same label, Kay Brown has a 
good novelty in “Cotton Candy and 
. . Johnny Des- 


| mond’s rendition of “Stars Are the 


j 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 





tHtFTPFOFTPF POF OFF PoP OPPP+ Tr Torro sees -FF OFF OFPPOFOHooeeoeoeseeseseeedeseees | 


| (M-G-M) 


Windows of Heaven” is firstrate 
.. . Spade Cooley’s work- 
over of “Longing” and “Little Liza 
Lou” for Victor are good. 


Standout hillbilly; western, jazz, 


polka, religious, ete.: Al Dexter, 
“Blow That Lonesome Whistle, 
Casey” (King) Eddie Kirk, 


“Sugar Baby” (Capitol) . . . Ted 
Daffan Band, “Ain't Got No Name 
Rag” (Columbia) . . Charles 
Waterford, “Hard Driving Woman” 
(King) ... Nappy Lamare’s Straw- 
hat Seven, “It Ain’t Gonna Rain \o 
Mo’”’ (Capitol). . .Bull Moose Jack- 
son, “Sometimes I Wonder,” (King) 
Nellie Lutcher has fine jock an 
juke items in “Lovable” and 
“Kinda Blue and Low” (Capitol). 
Bob Chester’s latest for Columbia 
is “Daddy From Georgia Way.’ 


ib at 
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Weston’s Status on RCA ‘Offer’ 


Muddled by Rene'’s Coast Takeover 





Henri Rene, RCA Victor eastern + 


4ist and repertory staffer, planed | 
a ollywood yesterday (Tues.) to. 
take over the Coast recording 
manager's post for Victor follow- 
ing the resignation of Walt) 
Heebner. Rene’s heading for the | 
Coast, together with his boss, 
Charlie Grean, temporarily put- 


ting the quietus on a flock of | 
rumors about the Victor Coast 
setup. 

Situation was muddled by the 
exiting of Paul Weston as Capitol 
musical director last week. It’s | 
understood Weston, currently in 


New York, is huddling with RCA 
artists relations chief Manie Sacks 
on teaming up with Victor. Weston 
reportedly ankled Capitol, where 
he earned $62,000 last year in 
rovalties and salaries, because of 
a bigger coin offer from Victor. 
Where Rene’s appointment as the | 
company’s Coast recording mana- 
ger leaves Weston in the Victor 
picture has not yet been made 
‘ear | 
a es departure for his new) 
Coast spot reduces Victor's east- 
ern a&r setup to three men— 
Grean as department head, aided 
bv Hugo Winterhalter and Dewey 
Bergman Following Grean’s re- 
turn to N. Y. at the end of this 


week. Victor’s music publishing | 
contact procedure will be re-| 
vamped in light of the smaller 


personnel. No additions are be- 
ing planned for the eastern a&r 
setup, although Sacks is slated to 
hecome more active in the disking 
operations. 

Rene. who has been a Victor 
a&r staffer for the past five vears, 
will reurn to N. Y¥. in a couple of 
weeks to wind up unfinished busi- 
here before taking up per- 
manent headquarters in Holly- 
wood Weston, meantime, is ex- 
pected to remain in N. Y. for two 
or three weeks of conversations 
with Victor execs. 


AFRA Hands Diskeries 
Pay Demands as Rep For 
Non-Musician Talent 


American Federation of Radio 
Artists, claiming jurisdiction on 
non-musician recording talent, last 
week presented its demands to 
RCA Victor, Columbia and MGM 
Decca failed to attend, 
while Capitol, which does most of 
its disking on the Coast, also wasn’t 
represented. Another meeting at | 
which the companies will give their 
reply will be scheduled soon. 

AFRA’s dollar demands, first | 
made at the annual convention last | 
August, are $50 per side for actors | 
and announcers, $75 for narrators 
and solo singers. Scale for vocal 
kroups varies according to size, 
ranging from $55 per man for a 
duo down to $15 apiece for groups 
of 14 singers. 

AFRA’s demand might result in 
some recording artists, who hold | 
American Federation of Musicians | 
cards, having to join AFRA. How- 
ever, most persons involved have 
AFRA cards for their radio work. 


AFM PUTS ALEXANDER 
ON DEFAULTER LIST 


Willard Alexander Agency, N.Y.,. 
“as placed on the American Fed- | 
eration of Musicians defaulters’ | 
list this week by the AFM execu- 
tive board. Action was a result | 
of a claim put in by the Musical | 
Entertainment Agency for commis- | 
sions due on a series of dates | 
played by the Vaughn Monroe orch | 
in Florida 18 months ago. 

. MEA put in a claim for 5% of 
‘e monies collected by Monroe. 
Alexander paid part of it and con- 
tested the remainder on the ground 
that it was understood MEA was 
'o share 219% only and that agency | 
owed him a printing bill of $323 
une cards which they or- 

Alexander declared that the dis- 
puted sum of $573 will be paid 
immediately so that he will be. 
taken off the defaulters’ list. He | 
Ceclared he will attempt to appeal | 
the case, but in the event new ap- 
Peal isn’t granted, Alexander will 
: k union for permission to take 

© Case into court. 


ness 





Records. 
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Jacquet Platters 
On Opposing Labels 


RCA Victor and Aladdin Records 


have both scheduled Illinois Jac- 
| quet 


month. 
“You Gotta Change” backed by 
“My Old Gal,” which features Jac- 
quet’s new vocalist, Sid McKinney. 
Aladdin is reissuing “Big Dog” and 
“For Europeans Only,” which Jac- 
quet plattered for the outfit about 
three years ago. 

Prior to signing with Victor, 
bandleader was under contract to 
Aladdin. 





Indies Allege 


Direct Steals Of 
Arrangements 


Chicago, June 20. 
There’s growing resentment here 
among indie recording firms over 
what the indies call “direct steals” 
of arrangements and gimmicks in 
songs they discover and record. 
Latest in an increasing number of 


voices raised against the majors is. 


that of James H. Martin, midwest 
London distributor and owner of 
the Sharp label. 

Martin has an arrangement with 
London under which latter will 
pick up masters of any Sharp disks 
that sell over 10,000 on their own. 
Jack Teter’s “Johnson Rag” was 
sold to London under this arrange- 
ment. 

Teter some time ago cut a new 
disk, “Kansas City Kitty,” which 
London has just picked up. Martin 


claims that Mercury’s side of the | 
song, by Two-Ton Baker, is a “di- 


rect steal” of the Teter arrange- 
ment, even to the slapping of the 
bass and a growl effect. 

Martin also has a squawk about 
“Let’s Do It Again,” which Teter 
recorded. He claims Dick James’ 
version on Columbia was _ stolen 
from the Teter side. 

Martin’s protests are an echo of 
those voiced a month ago by Tower 

(Continued on page 42) 


CHESTER CONN’S OWN 
EUROPEAN BAEDEKER 


Musie publisher Chester Conn 
(Bregman, Vocco &), making his 
first European trip with his wife, 
Grace, has been abroad two months 
on a leisurely junket. He gets 
back today (Wed.). 

During an enforced idleness in 
Paris, because of a wrenched 
ankle, Conn 
American pals with his capsule 
closeup of Europe, as_ follows: 





“Paris a city of 4,000 Chevaliers; 
‘Rome a city of 5,000 Villanovas | 
-(N. Y. restaurant); London a city | 
of 8,000 Jeeves; Nice, Cannes and 


'Mente Carlo an elderly Miami 
Beach with pebbles; Lucerne 
(Switzerland), Lake George with 
watches.” 





Shaw Escapes Serious 
Injuries in Auto Crash 


* Huntington, W. Va., June 20. 

Artie Shaw escaped with slight 
bruises Friday (16) morning when 
his car collided head-on with a 
truck about 20 miles out of Hunt- 
ington. Milton Gray, bandleader’s 
road manager, who was sharing 
the ride, also got away ee any 
serious damage. Both were taken 
to St. Mary's hospital here, with 
Shaw leaving immediately after 


treatment to fulfill a date at the. 


Castle Farms, Cincinnati, the same 
night. He had to charter a plane 
to get there on time. 

The Shaw orch had just finished 
an engagement in Bluefield, W.Va., 
Thursday (15) night. 
driver, 
mouth, O., also is reported to have 
escaped serious injury. 


Top Songs on TV 


(Based on copyrighted Audi- 
ence Coverage Index & Audi- 
ence Trend Index, published 
by Office of Research, Inc., Dr. 
John G. Peatman. director.) 
| Week June 9-15, 1950 
_ Daddy’s Little Girl. ...Beacon 
| If Sun Don’t Shine. ..Famous 
' I Wanna Be Loved. .Supreme 
' My Foolish Heart...:.. Santly 

There’s No Tomorrow. . Paxton 
5 Top Standards 


| Betty Co-ed........... Fischer 
| Darktown Strutters Ball. . Feist 


recordings for release this | 
RCA has the instrumental | 


Good Old Summertime. . Marks 
Strike Up Band...New World 
Tonight We Love....Maestro 


Admiral Buck In 
J. G Wilson Post 


Walter A. Buck, operating vice- 
prexy of RCA Victor, is slated to 
assume the post of general man- 








/ager of the company’s disking di- | 


vision as part of the reorganization 
resulting from the recent death of 
Victor’s exec v.p. and general man- 
ager John G. Wilson. Buck, a re- 
tired rear admiral in the U. S. 
Navy, had been filling in for Wil- 
son during the latter’s illness prior 
to his death. He will get his new 
title at the next regular RCA 
board meeting in New York July 7. 

Also assuming additional duties 
in the new setup will be Joseph 
Elliott, vice-prexy in charge of 
consumer products, who will take 
over Wilson’s field and supervisory 
chores. 
activities will be covered by John 


West, diskery’s p.r. chief, while T. ' 


W. Teagarden, tube division vice- 
prexy, will direct supervision of 
distribs in 
equipment field. 

In the overall operation, Buck 
will head up the internal admin- 
istration of the diskery while El- 
liott will take over the field opera- 
tions. 
Seidel, vice-prexy over distribu- 
tion, will work closely with Elliott 
on sales planning. 


Advanced, Remick Sue 
Leeds, Blossom On 
‘Story’ Piracy Rap 


Advanced Music and Remick 
Musie filed an infringement suit 
in N. Y. federal court last week 
against Leeds Music and Blossom 
Music. Plaintiffs charge that the 
defendants’ number, “Black Cof- 
‘fee,’ was pirated from their 
'“What’s Your Story?” 
prior to Oct. 15, 1940, by Mary 
'Lou Williams, Jack Lawrence and 
‘Paul Webster. : 
| Writers of “Story,’ 





according to 


the complaint, assigned the song. 


to Advanced, which later turned 
it over to Remick to publish. Ac- 
tion claims that around April 12, 
1949, Blossom acquired “Coffee” 


Wilson’s public relations | 


some aspects of the} 


It’s expected that Robert) 


written | 





New Low Busch Crew 


Hollywood, June 20. 





| Ralph Flanagan’s band frankly 


| imitate late Glenn Miller’s stylings, | 
| will be trod by Capitol Records | 


shortly. Plattery is 
| Busch, onetime arranger for the 
late Hal Kemp, ape the Kemp 
rhythms with a new band. 

Crew, 
sidemen as 
Cash, Gus 


having’ Lou 


Ed Kusby, Clayton 
Mayhew and Johnny 


Styled After Kemp 


j 
i 
| 
; 
! 
} 


New nostalgia path, successfully | 
blazed by RCA-Victor in having} 


including such ex-Kemp | 


Cyr, is billed “The California Ram- | 


blers.” With Busch 88ing as he 


did for Kemp, band has already. 
cut four sides, including reprises | 


of Kemp clicks of 15 years ago. 





To Head Group 


| At its board meeting vesterday 
| (Tues.), the Music Publishers Pro- 





Musicians Trust Fund for Films 
To Be Sought in AFM H'wood Pacts 


+ 
v 


With current signs pointing to 
the video industry’s okay of royalty 
payments to a musicians trust fund 
similar to the diskery setup, Amer- 


ican Federation of Musicians top- 
pers will shoot next at getting a 
similar clause into major Holly- 
wood film studio contracts. The 
royalty cut is slated to be the ma- 
jor demand to be placed before the 
studios by the AFM when the cur- 
rent pact expires next summer. 
Central position of the royalty 
principle in present AFM thinking 
was clearly revealed at the recent 
musicians’ convention in Houston, 
where prexy James C. Petrillo re- 
ported on the flock of deals per- 
mitting soundtrack for TV films, 
Agreement of the video film pro- 
ducers to pay 5% of the take from 
TV outlets to a trust fund was 


| hailed as the biggest victory for 


| their output. 


tective Assn. agreed to carry for-| 


ward plans for a campaign in be- 
half of sheet 
were recently proposed at a con- 
ference called by the Songwriters 
Protective Assn. 


to come up with fruitful ideas led 
to the appointment of a group of 
sales toppers from the major com- 
panies. 

MPPA board proposed that Lou 
Levy. Leeds prexy, act as chair- 
man of the committee since he was 
| primarily responsible for kicking 
off the discussion in the trade sev- 
| eral weeks ago. 
| the committee were Ira Wiegard, 
business manager of Bregman, 
| Voeco and Conn: Sam Snettiker. of 
Chappell: Tom Hughes, of Shapiro- 
Bernstein; Bernie Praeger, of J. J. 
Robbins, and Car] Bradley. of E. 
H. Morris. Walter Douglas, MPPA 
board chairman, plans to attend 


some of the meetings of the com-' 


mittee when it starts to function. 


music sales which | 


Sentiment of top | 


publishers in the MPPA that men} 


in the field would be best qualified | ment levels will constitute the two 


Also proposed for | 


Committee will be primarily a, 


fact-gathering body which will pre- 
sent a 
/.MPPA board for consideration. 
Committee members will be noti- 
fied of their appointments by 
Douglas this week. Thereafter a 
meeting date will be set up. It’s 
also planned to enlist the coopera- 
tion of Charles Tobias, SPA vice- 
| prexy, under whose auspices the 
| initial trade conference was held 
| two weeks ago. 





communiqued his | 


The truck-' 
Rollie Jaynes of Ports-' 


| sl 2. to tae ASCAP DIV ISION MGRS. 
signed it to Leeds for publication. | 


Although a material portion of | 
“Story” was allegedly copied for | 


worked-out plan to the} 





| the musicians union in the last -sev- 


MPPA Backs Copy 
Sales Drive; Levy 


eral years. Union leaders look 
upon the royalty principle as one 


| of their chief weapons in the fight 


against the widespread unemploy- 
ment in their ranks. 

The Hollywood lots have been 
targeted for royalties in line with 
the renewed AFM drive to get “a 
fair return” from the mechanical 
music industries. According to 
AFM braintrusters, it’s the only 
way that the musicians can be com- 
pensated for the repeated use of 
If the AFM suc- 
ceeds in lining up the bulk of the 
video producers in working agree- 
ments, that fact will be used as a 
prime lever in negotiations with 
the major pic producers. 

The royalty proviso plus the 
maintenance of current employ- 


major AFM demands on the film 
industry. Union toppers have in- 
dicated that the question of higher 
scales has now taken a secondary 
place in their calculations in view 
oi the need to whip the growing 
figures of AFM unemployment. 
Entering wedge of the AFM’s 
royalty provision into Hollywood 
may come about through the use 
of film trailers on television. At 
present, National Screen Service, 
which manufactures the trailers 
for the major pix companies, has 
refused to pay the 5% cut in a 
trust fund and has been making 
the trailers without music on the 
soundtrack. Universal and 20th- 
Fox have been utilizing the TV 
trailers extensively and AFM lead- 
ers are hoping to settle the royalty 
tab on trailers with these com- 
panies as the first shot in the cam- 
paign to cover the full industry. 


Kenton Takes Cal. 
Summer Booking To 
Keep Band Intact 


Hollywood, June 20. 
Although he had planned to 





| break up his 40-piece crew for the 


IN 3-DAY CONCLAVE 


Division managers of the Amer- | 


use in “Coffee,” the suit charges, jean Society of Composers, Authors | 
Blossom and Leeds exploited the | anq Publishers will hold a three- | 


tune as an original. Notice of the day sales conference at the Wal- 
claimed infringement was given gdorf-Astoria hotel, N. Y., starting 
the defendants May 4, 1949, the June 26. Meeting will be chair- 
complaint states, but they disre- maned by J. M. Collins, ASCAP 
garded it and continued to “vio-| general sales manager, with Otto 
late the rights of the plaintiffs.” | Harbach, ASCAP prexy, slated to 
| An injunction, damages and an address the opening session. While 
accounting of the profits derived the division managers are in N. Y., 








‘from the alleged infringement is homeoffice execs of the Society 
sought by Advanced and Remick. will hold confabs with them on gen- 
In addition, it’s requested that all eral business problems. 
copies of “Coffee” be impounded Division managers attending the 
pending the action. conclave will be Samuel Berkett 

| repping the New England division; 

{Samuel Feldman, eastern; David 

|Nelson, southern; George Kopp, 

ASCAP Appeals Board ‘central; Martin Meltzer, south cen- 

° ° tral: Harry A. Levinson, western. 
Reelected -in Mail Vote | 
Members of the board of appeals | Mercury, /Granz Ask 

of the American Society of Com- | Castle Suit Dismissal 

posers, Authors and Publishers! yfercury Records and Norman 

‘were all reelected in a mail ballot Granz ‘“Jazz at the Philharmonic”) 

‘by the Society’s members. ~ last week moved for dismissal of 

he al an infringement suit brought 

Saree Meme woe - — ma against them in N. Y. federal court 

peals board are Abel Baer, Peter by Castle Music. 

De Rose and Douglas Moore; pub- 





summer, Stan Kerton puts his 
sidemen back to work June 30 at 
Balboa Beach, teeing a summer- 
long three-nights-weekly engage- 
ment. Batoneer decided to keep 
his men together so they'll be on 
tap for his annual fall tour. As a 
result of Kenton’s inducements, 
hot trumpeter Maynard Ferguson, 
who was going to form his own 
band, will remain under the Ken- 
ton banner. 

Since Kenton will get a flat 60° 
of the take it’s doubtful he can 
break even on the summer venture 
if he pays full-week salaries to the 
band, largest in the nation. How- 
ever, Kenton feels it’s the only way 


| to keep his present organization in- 





tact. 

When the summer stint ends, 
Kenton hopes to try out a new 
idea—a music school at which 
members of the band will tutor. 
Gimmick is to keep them occupied 
between time’ Balboa Beach date 
winds and tour begins. 





Dinah in Coast Return 
Dinah Shore returned to the 
Coast Monday (19) following a 
short stay in the east for a charity 


Castle claims that the defendants | show in Philadelphia staged by the 


lisher members are Max Mayer, wrongfully recorded its unpublish- | Philadelphia Enquirer. 


Tommy Valando and Charles Foley. ed tunes, “Repetition” and “Rhum- 





headed Coastward _—_ yesterday 
i(Tues.) for a week’s business visit. | claim, 


Manie Sacks, RCA artists rela- 


bacito.” Diskery and Granz, in an- | tions chief and a Philadelphia na- 
e Kapp. Decca vice-prexy, swering the action, ask that it be) tive, was instrumental in getting 
wh oe ne tossed out for failure to state a the Columbia recording artist to 


appear at the benefit. 


ee ee eg ee 








Wednesday, June 21, 1950 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 
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Release 50-25 
Ships Coast te Coast, Week of June 25 





POPULAR 











PERRY COMO 
if You Were My Girl 
{ Cross My Fingers. . . .20-3846—(47-3846)* 
(With THE FONTANE SISTERS) 


HERE COME THE DANCE BANDS AGAIN - 


LARRY GREEN 
Francie 
I Remember........ 20-3826—(47-3226)* 


HERE COME THE DANCE BANDS AGAIN 


SPIKE JONES 
[ Know a Secret 
Charlestono-Mio 


HERE COME THE DANCE BANDS AGAIN 


SAMMY KAYE 
I Thought She Was a Local (But She Was 
a Fast Express) 
The Object of My Affections 
20-3828—(47-3828)* 


EDDIE FISHER with HUGO WINTER- 
HALTER’S ORCHESTRA 
Just Sav I LoveeHer 
Give a Broken Heart a Chance to Cry 
20-3829—(47-3829)* 


20-3827—(47-3827)* 











Al Rights Reserved ; 


r, ine. 


HERE COME THE DANCE BANDS AGAIN 


ERSKINE HAWKINS 
Opportunity 
Tuxedo Junction 20-3835—(47-3835)* 
(With THE DEEP RIVER BOYS) 


(Copyright Variety 
' ' 
wil 


ROBERT MERRILL 
+ : Valencia 
Wee vc ccunanadt 10-1542—(49-1243)* 





POP SPECIALTY 











JOE BIVIANO 
Buffalo Gals—Polka 
Dancing Tambourine . .25-1165—(51*1165)* 





COUNTRY 
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HOMER and JETHRO 
: Put That Knife Away, Nellie 
: POR FOS. «s000ene0% 21-0349—( 48-0349)* 
, MONTANA SLIM 
; Apple, Cherry, Mince and Choc’late Cream 
: | Take It Easy Blues... .21-0352—/(48-0352)* 
JIM BOYD 
The Girl in the Picture 
Bear Creek Boogie... 21-0353—(48-0353)* 
) 
) > wr. y - 
i NEW ALBUM 


AL GOODMAN and his ORCHESTRA 
“Annie Get Your Gun” 
DC-38—46-0001, 46-0002—78 rpm 
WDC-38—52-0088, 52-0089—45 rpm 


“45 r.p.m. eatalog numbers. 
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NOTE: AM records im this panel are listed alphabetically by seng title. 


according to actual sales, are 
recognized hits. The trade is urged 
to keep ample stocks of these records 
on hand, or to reorder promptly when 
current stocks begin to approach the 
“sold-out” stage. 





. designates that record is 
one ot RCA Victor’s “Certain 
Seven” — among the leading 


numbers on the trade paper -best selle 
ing retail sales charts. Obviously, sure 


rig OT 


things! 
$ ] Bewitched te 
Larry Green and the Honeydreamers................ 20-3726—(47-3726)* 
€} Count Every Star 2) 
BU WOME oo 5.cb.ckn oes Ghee eave aked Clk eahs 20-3697—(47-3221)* 
€} Hoop Dee Doo 
On the Outgoing Tide 
POLES TD cob. i-d.k 6s-0 Sates aloes Hakka oh comma inet 20-3747—(47-3747)* ve 
It Isn't Fair 
 $ Sammy Kaye ........... PE POPES WAS FEE es Pee 20-3609-—(47-3115)* a6 
©} Stars and Stripes Forever 
ERE PRE gC NBS, fe hak eweR EL OAKES bn bee E Oo. 20-3762—(47-3762)* 
€)} Little Angel With the Dirty Face 
Why Should I Cry 7) 
ee EE ea oi os. cok ee ae beeen eee eeee es 21-0300—-(48-0300)* 
€) My Foolish Heart 7) 
SR Go 05.8 OC vce oh RASS RRC eR OER VERRY OS 20-368 1—( 47-3204)* 
€) Roses @ 
Pee es ee 
© Valencia é 
DE nso aG0-baeee 000 kaaues ee ere ek eee 20-3755—(47-3755)* 
€} Wanderin’ 
a. ae ee KM dee as we eontanaaaeaw A 20-3680—( 47-3203)* 





. indicates records which 
have enjoyed better than 
average initial consumer acceptance 








and stand an excellent chance of enter- 
ing the top-selling hit category. The 
trade is advised to watch these records 
carefully in order to maintain stocks | 
consistent with demand. 





Third Man Theme I Surrender Dear 

Freddy Martin. . .20-3797—(47-3797)* Don Cornell..... 20-3776—(47-3776)* 
(Number three, Disk Jockeys Pick. Bill- 
Set? de wen ert et eee board, June 17... Number four, Opers- 

seven, Retailers Pick, Billboard, June 17.) tors Pick, Billboard, June 10.) 

, Cuddle Buggin’ Baby 

6: Wanna Be Loved Eddy Arnold ....21-0342—(48-0342)* 
Fontane Sisters and Hugo Winter- (Number one, Country and Western Disk 


halter Orchestra Jockeys Pick, Billboard, June 17.) 


20-3772—(47-3772)* The Last Straw 
(Number 21, most plaved Disk Jockeys ak Elton Britt..... 21-0339—(48-0339)* 


record, Billboard, June 17.) (Number two, Country and Western Disk 
Oo a Florist Jockeys Pick, Billboard, June 17.) 
Thanks, Mr. oris 9 ® 
: 4 — I'm Moving On 
..20- —(47-3773)* 

Vaughn Monroe. .20-3773—(47-3773: © Hank Snow .... .21-0328—(48-0328)* 
Sieecher, %, mom paved Ste Me eee (Number five, Country and Wesiern Disk 
preety om Billboard, wae Se tans. Jockeys Pick, Billboard, June 17.) 
Number two, Disk Jockeys Pick. Billboard, Enclosed One Broken Heart 
May 27... Number three, Retailers Pick, Eddy Arnold... _21-0342—( 48-0342)* 


Jane 3.) (Number eight. Country and Western Disk 
Jockeys Pick, Billboard, June 17.) 


i di Broom 
On, Serueee, TIPS: Robert Merrill's recording of 


Tony Martin and Fran Warren 


20-3777—(47-3777'* Wanderin’ established this great 
(Number one, Billboard Pick, May 27. . song aS a permanent catalog stand- 
Number two, Retailers Pick. Billboard, ard. (Backing: Valeneia). Ships 


June 17... Number nine, Disk Jockeys 


Pick, Billboard, June 17.) Coast to Coast week of June 26. 


The stars who make the hits . 
-“ RCA VICTOR Records « - 
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DECCA 


& 





presenting 


MUSIC 


IN THE 


MORGAN 
MANNER 


by 


uly 
MORGAN 


and His Orchestra 


SENTIMENTAL ME 
COPPER CANYON 
DECCA 24904 


e 
HOOP-DEE-DO 


DOWN THE LANE 
DECCA 24986 


YOU DREAMER YOU 


BELOVED, BE FAITHFUL 
DECCA 27006 


RIPPY TIPPY TUNE 


ABOUT THAT GIRL 
with 
The Scranton Seven 
DECCA 27049 


Single Records 
75c each (plus tax) 





ECC 


RECORDS 
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a ; 3 |- 
> 
VARIETY i 2) e| |° 5 
Survey of retail disk best v a + ‘ Pi @ _|3 
sellers, based on reports ob. si|-i¢ Sis|g £\elslaleie 
tained from leading stores tn i on Ele|2 lia E nt a 
12 cities and showing com- ala@|a|3ija é/s|s 6 3 £| 0 
parative sales rating for this ee lelsialalsl#le “ > e T 
and last week. > 19 ra) «| @ | > s : by g 3 5 
. alzviyisia ly Tse tt 
} = , oie |B lela lele 2 
National Week Ending ‘ | S/a\S isis ee l3 ~ F ® 
ee 17 Sel Sic isi Elsie ili el aldl 
June si<|/si¢e hee t s 3 § s = N 
This Last Piz isi siz eleisis 31-2181 5 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title Z'Oliwig@ialiniaivwin'Siolal s 
ANTON KARAS (London) 
1 1 “Third Man Theme”—536......._8 2 1 10 5 1 1 4 1 10 77 
ANDREWS SIS-G. JENKINS (D) 
2 2 “I Wanna Be Loved”—27007.. .. 2 oe. oe 6 5 42 6 8 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 
3 4 “Hoop-Dee-Doo”—20-3747 ....... 1 § 1 8 5 6 3 T 8 55 
GORDON JENKINS (Decca) 
4 3 “Bewitched”—24983 ..........-. 3 2 a 43 
BILLY ECKSTINE (M-G-M) 
5 5 “My Foolish Heart”—10623A..... 4 4 e 2 ££ 3 41 
BILL SNYDER (Tower) 
6 6 “Bewitched”—1473 ............. 3 . @¢@ 4 1 38 
GORDON JENKINS (Decca) . 
7 8 “My Foolish Heart”—24830...... 9 5 3 3 24 
HUGO WINTERHALTER (Victor) 
8 11 “Count Every Star”—20-3697B.. 10 «8 3 7 4 23 
FRANKIE LAINE (Mercury) 
9 10 “Stars and Stripes Forever”—5421 2 4 9 7 22 
AMES BROS. (Coral) . 
10 7 “Sentimental Me”’—60140........ 7 9 5 7 7 20 
KAY STARR (Capitol) 
11 13 “Boftaparte’s Retreat”—936...... 2 5 15 
KING COLE (Capitol) 
12 “Mona Lisa”—1010 BS shine sha as, 6 9 14 
DICK HAYMES (Decca) 
13A “Count Every Star”—27042 OER. 4.6 a 12 
8 JUBILAIRES (Capitol) | 
13B “Piano Roll Blues” —845 rer cere 6 4 12 
LES PAUL (Capitol) 
14 “Nola”—1014 — CES ey ee eee e 6 5 11 
GUY LOMBARDO (Decca) 
1512 “Third Man Theme”—24639. 1 10 
MEL TORME (Capitol) 
16A “Bewitched”—1000 ..°.......... 2 9 
HOAGY CARMICHAEL (Decca) 
16B “Piano Roll. Blues”—24977...... 2 9 
LARRY GREEN (Victor) 
16C “Bewitched”—20-2329A ......... 2 9 
AL JOLSON-ANDREWS SIS (D) 
17A “Piano Roll Blues”’—27024....... 3 8 
PATTI PAGE (Mercury) 
17B “Sun Don’t Shine” —5392.. err 3 ) 8 
RICHARD HAYES (Mercury) — 
17C “My ‘Foolish Heart’—5362.- ae. 
DAVE BARBOUR (Capitol) 
18A 14 “The Mambo”—973............. 4 ° 7 
SAMMY KAYE (Victor) 
18B “Wanderin’ ”—20-3680 .......... 1 8 7 
SAMMY KAYE (Victor) 
18C 12  ‘“Roses”—20-3754 ......ceceeees 6 9 1 
1 } 2 3 4 | 5 
SOUTH PACIFIC | YOUNG MAN WITH! ANNIE GET YOUR |GENTLEMEN PREFER DIXIE BY DORSEY 
§ I V E T O PY Broadway Cast A HORN -GUN BLONDES Sey Ouees 
bi H. James-D. Day Hollywood Cast Broadway Cast Columbia 
ALBUMS | “vo'* | Columbia Columbia 
MM850 C198 —_s MMB895 C196 
ML4180 CL6106 E-509 ML4290 CL6095 
Disk Best Sellers by Companies 
(Based on Points Earned) 
No. of | ' No. of 
Label Records Points | Label Records Points 
Decca see eeeeeereereee ee @eveces 7 179 | M-G-M eereeee ee eer eeeee eee l 41 
WUE 5s ceesstetapecsetessogsa-® Be EE va vi0cscesansensabends I 38 
London .........++: Shisereses 1 Ot ME 43 +keneddeenshersbuneds 1 38 
RR QO RE aERE aos eae 6 DRGMEE YS: 5 ¥3.5-64300054036ceainS 1 20 
| into Victorian Club, St. Louis, 
July 8 for indef stay... . Henry 
n e D a Brandon follows Teddy Powell into 
| Blackhawk June 28 € . Ray Pear! | 
as cancels Greystone hotel, Detroit, ' 
Hollywood | ym Bit nag for aa oe engagement and goes to Delevan 
Russ Morgan orch settled down Trio inaugurated a community Gardens, Delevan, Wisc., July 6 


last week for a month-long stand 
at the Palladium after a three- 
month one-niter tour that covered 
12,750 miles .. . Jimmy Grier band 
wound up at Del Mar beach club 
and moved. northward up _ the 
coast for a fortnight at the 
Coral Casino, Santa Barbara... 
Garwood Van opened at the Cine- 
grill of the Hotel Roosevelt in 
Hollywood .. . Lucky Millinder 
inked a wax pact with King Rec- 
ords. He was with RCA-Victor 
last and with Decca before that 
. . « Vaughn Monroe in town for 
one day after his one-weeker at 
the Flamingo, Las Vegas, to cut 
four sides for RCA-Victor. 


Freddy Martin, who has been 
one-niting around these parts, 
plays Apple Valley June 23, San 
Diego June 24 and Sacramento 
June 30 before moving into Santa 
Cruz to play the Cocoanut Grove 
July 1-3, 


sing gimmick at Catalina Casino 


|... Alberto Calderon, drummer in 
| Xavier Cugat’s orch for 18 years, 
| joined Desi Arnaz . 


; and his 


| 


| Joe Carr ... Eddie 


“California 
|; crew etched “Sam’s Song,” Capi-| 
tol’s hittune, under the name of 


. . Lou Busch 
Ramblers” | 


Oliver tees in- 


| definite stand tomorrow night (21) 


| at the Macayo, first 
| the spot. 





ducing the 
fourth disk jockey 
| with Ernie Simon, 
Jim Lounsbury and 


Margaret Whiting and Vic Damone 
. . « Sarah Vaughan and 
Jimmy McPartland into Blue Note 

Maity Malneck’s orch started a June 26... Art Lund follows them 
one-month stand at the Fiamingg,' July 10 for 10 days ... Fats Pichon | 


headline 





Chicago 


Griff Williqagss into New York's | 
Waldorf-Astorta July 27 for four|- -,. Dick Bradley of Tower Rec- 
weeks with options | ords cut four sides with Tony Papa 
writer-producer Jack Payne pro- 


Chicago 


name band for 


Radio 


theatre’s | 
show July 14, 
Linn Burton, 
Jim Hamilton. 





for two weeks .. . Barbara Ruthe 
moves up from disk jockey promo- 
tion post at Mercury Records to 
become assistant to ad-pub veepee 
Art Talmadge. She retains her 
promotion duties Mercury 
signed the Alexander Bros., sing- 
ing and guitar-playing duo, to four 


sides with option pact, and cut the | 
. London 


four sides last week . . 
has picked up the Sharp master on 
Jack Teeter’s ‘Kansas City Kitty.” 


Also has picked up Lorry Raine’s 


Universal cut of “Strangers” .. . 
Ray Herbeck to Last Frontier, Las 
Vegas, Aug. 11 for indefinite stay 


and four with Danny Cassella be- 
fore leaving for the Coast last 
week ... Bette Chapel and Two- 
Ton Baker cut two sides each for 
Mercury last week .. . Orrin 
Tucker to Peabody. hotel, Memphis, 
Aug. 7 for two weeks. s 
Bandleader Teddy Powell will be 
guest of honor at a_ testimonial 


(Continued on page 42) 


| 


| 


| season, 


Interest to Aid 
~ On School Music 


In the wake of recent talks on 
revitalizing sheet music sales, pop 
music publishers are giving new 
attention to the efforts of the 


American Music Conference to in- 
troduce musical education courses 
in the nation’s public school sys- 
tem. 

Although the AMC, which repre- 
sents most of the music instrument 
manufacturers and longhair pubs, 
was brushed off two years ago 
when it invited leading pop firms 
to join, likelihood now is that the 
Music Publishers Protective Assn, 
will reopen talks aimed at affilia- 
tion to the educational outfit. 

Latest report to the AMC's board 
of trustees by the organization's 
field persennel reveals that AMC 
is now operating in 28 states. Re- 
port claims that AMC has been re- 
sponsible for the establishment of 
numerous piano workshops in pub- 
lic and parochial school and the 
stimulation of interest in adult 
music education. Report also indi- 
cates that AMC has been partially 
responsible for the appointment of 
state music supervisors in several 
States. 


STOKOWSKI SLATED FOR 
HEFTY TOURS ABROAD 


Leopold Stokowski is set for an 
extensive concert tour through the 
U. S., Europe and South America, 
starting in the fall and extending 
through 1952. During the 1950-51 
Stokowski will be guest 
conductor in 10 different U. S. and 
Canadian cities before leaving in 
the spring of 1951 for a swing 
through western Europe and Brit- 
ain. In 1952 he has been pencilled 
in for a South American concert 
tour. 

RCA Victor will tie into the con- 
cert tour with promotion for the 
Stokowski Red Seal disks. 








Deep River Boys Set 
By RCA’s British Unit 


The Deep River Boys, vocal quar- 
tet, have been signed to an exclu- 
sive recording contract with His 
Master’s Voice, RCA Victor's Brit- 


_ish subsid. Group, which begins a 


tour of England with a two-week 
stand at the Palladium, London, 
July 1, will cut some sides for HMV 
during their stay abroad. Numbers 
will be released on the Victor label 
in the US. 

While in England last year, lads 
waxed several tunes for HMV, 





RCA Plants Vacation 


RCA Victor pressing plants will 
shut down the first week in July 
for the company personnel’s an- 
nual vacations. 

Skeleton crews will be on hand 
to service special orders. 
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PROGRAM THE NEW 
WEDDING STANDARD 
DOROTHY STEWART'S 


GIVE ME 
YOUR HAND 


LAUREL MUSIC CORP. 
1619 Broadway, N. Y.-19 














tere 








i] 











forge 
still 
cause 
rathe 
no\ e| 
AS 
leew 
pavol 
Vet 
disbi 
form 
categ 
weilg! 
Class) 
discl 
the s 
SURE 
Justi 
towa 
poset 
also 
= 
eee 























Wednesday, June 21, 1950 


. 


a <é.. 


VARIETY | 


“ 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 41 















































—JRETAIL SHEET BEST SELLERS|— 
















































































VARIETY c g 
Survey of retail sheet music = 3 é s 
H E = ~ ° © 

sales, based on reports obtained o ~|8\|9o e 

from leading stores in 12 cities 5 g a . 2 % 
and showing comparative sales sorte A|3 x S s . 
rating for this and last week. be = g 6 &is = 2igia £ oO 
Si/nz1;81/als = g| 3 wl = = yy 
2: 3 a ho < cikis o| £& 3 4 
Ql isle i si~l§l Slo} 814] 81 | 
W ° OB KI el el P IRIS] al |e) 4] © 
National eek Ending it s si ia] a | £/ a | 4] Ols! p 
Rating J 17 < é % | > od - | 5 O1/S;Sit/g| oO 
une SES 2 SlElSlelslBieieis 
This Last + = £ ¥ - ls | =i¢ = | FP : | a | : 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher zlOlsislialgicglizisiziso lass 
! 2 “Third Man Theme” (Chappell) ae 1 1 z 1 >. 3 1 ° = 1 108 
2 3 “Bewitched” (Chappell)... .. STR 2 Fo Oe WE Ee ee ee oe er oe ee 
3A 4 “Piano Roll Blues” (Leeds)...... 4 4 5 1 4 3 3 4 4° 9 2 8 
“3B 1 “My Foolish Heart” (Santly-Joy). 6 3 3 #3 #3 #4 4 3 2 9 4 3 85 
“4 5 “Sentimental Me” (Knick’bock’r). 5 7 7 6 ss: 2. Sh. 
“5 11 “I Wanna Be Loved” (Supreme).. 2... 4 ks p 3 33 
6A__7__“Hoop-Dee-Doo” (Morris)... 858 5109 8... 5 .. 30 
6B 6 “It Isn’t Fair” (Words-Music)..... 8 6 9 . . 2 5 30 
7 9 “Dearie” (Laurel)...... eakeeet es 9 a oe ree 7 21 
sA 10 “Stars Are Windows” (Pickwick). 9 —< we 6. 66~«™ 19 
8B 13 “Count Every Star” (Paxton)..... xi wr eer 6 7 19 
9 .. “Meme uae wersmeme)........ 0 «>» ss se Ox 1 17 
10 8 “Knew You Were Coming” (Rob't) .... 10 -. «6 ~—«*10 :; =: 3," a ae 
11 ..  “C’est Si Bon” (Leeds)........ oa See ae oe 9 10 a 7 
is... SR. Daas esis bcscecss 6 be 5s 5 6 6 


























| ‘Human Equation’ 
= Continued from page 1 oJ | 


forget that ASCAP licensees are | 


still buying our organization be- | 
cause of the great old standards | 
than today’s ephemeral | 
Harbach said. 

ASCAP’s prexy pointed out that 
leeway exists in the new 60-20-20 
payoff plan to cushion the Society’s 
‘et members. Out of the 60% 
disbursement for the five-year per- 





rather 


novelties,” 


| 
| 


formance average, 20% of this) 
category has been set aside for | 
weighing of plugs by ASCAP’s| 


classification committee. Harbach | 
disclosed that this modification of | 
the strict performance ratings was | 
suggested by the Department of | 


Justice which showed no tendency | understanding” 


towards blacking the vet com- 
posers out of the picture. Harbach 
also declared that after two years, 








—— es | if collaborators, 





DON’T 
BLAME 
ME 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 
ROBBINS 


TONIGHT 
. TON! ARDEN 
See with Percy Faith Orch. & Chor. 
Columbia 
RUSS CASE ORCHESTRA 
with Ray Chorles Vocal 
M-G-M 
TONY MARTIN 


with Henri Rene Orchestra 
RCA Victor 
and more coming 


=" MILLER MUSIC CORPORATION 











































it's Music By 
JESSE GREER 


Program Today Yesterday's 


SLEEPY 
HEAD 


| (Shapiro, Bernstein, Inc.) 

















| may 


|lisher, part 


views the plans’ operation, ASCAP 
petition for some 
ments, if warranted. 
Writers Gone Pluggers 
Harbach didn't minimize, 
ever, the difficulties ahead 


amend- | 


when the Justice Department re- Pitt Stude Musickers 


Set for European Tour 


A student group from Duquesne 


Univ., Pittsburgh, has been set to 


how- | play a series of dates in Yugo- 
for | slavia. 


Instrumental group, billed 


ASCAP members under the new | as the Tambouritzans, were invited 


plan’s accent on performance. “If | by the Yugoslav government: and | 
there are 60 big publishers, each | at the completion of a tour in that | 
|} having about four plug tunes a/country, will be picked up by the 
makes only 240 tunes; Army for a tour of Austria, Ger- 
ito spread over the Society’s 2,000 | many, France and Italy. 

Under this setup, the | 
|composer has to fight for his place | 9n the Serbia, from N.Y. 


year, that 
members.” 


log by turning part-pub- 
recording artist and 
fulltime plugger. In addition, 
Harbach said, many of the smaller 
writers, have to knock themselves 
out getting plugs on independent 
radio stations which are not counted 
on the ASCAP performance sheet. 

Although aiming for “an era of 
in ASCAP, Har- 
bach said the new plan was as 
“intricate and variable as the Ein- 
stein theory.” No two writers, even 
will receive the 
'same amount of coin from ASCAP 
‘under the new system's decimal- 
pointed payoff plan. 
| Harbach preferred many aspects 
of the old ASCAP payoff system. 
.“It was more democratic,” he said, 
pointing out that such standout 
words-and-music writers as Irving 
Berlin and Cole Porter, and others 
made sacrifices in their rating pay- 
off to protect the younger writers. 
As for the latter, ASCAP formerly 
‘provided for quick promotions up 
to the BB cateory. After that, Har- 
bach said, ‘‘we asked the writers 
'to produce ‘the bible’—the writ- 
er’s catalog in ASCAP parlance— 
;and we got tough only at that 
|point about lifting their rating.” 

Harbach reiterated the same 
points he made in his letter to 
ASCAP members, tracing the or- 
ganization’s history through the 
“era of litigation’ under prexy 
Gene Buck through “the era of 
discussions” under Deems Taylor, 
to the current “era of understand- 
ing” under the regime of his prede- 
cessor, Fred E. Ahlert. Now, Har- 
bach said, we have come to the 
“era of peace and harmony” be- 
tween ASCAP and the Govern- 
ment and in intra-organizational 
relations between writers and pub- 
lishers, 

Harbach, who still is active at 
the age of 77 as the dean of Amer- 
ican lyricists, said he planned to 
serve for only one term, 
| the current plan, which goes into 
operation with the first quarterly 


on the 





| payment under the new payoff sys- 


| tem in October, gets under way 
;smoothly, Harbach 


\tire from ASCAP politics. 





Standard Phono’s Shift 
| Standard Phono Corp., 
|plant. from Newark 
| Park, N. J. Outfit 
‘only its milling in 


tire operation under one roof. 


After 


intends to re- 


a * 
has moved its pressing and plating 
to Franklin 
reviously did 
vanklin Park. 
Move was made to keep the en- 


Studes are slated to sail June 26 





| 
| 
| 





Suit Flowers Over 


Similar ‘Hearts’ Tune 


Hollywood, June 20. 

Infringement - of - copyright suit 
has been filed in U. S. District 
Court here by Dan Franklin and 
Florence Gribetz, who ask $100,000 
compensatory damages on _ the 
grounds that the ditty, “Heart of 
Stone,” infringes on their “Heart 
of Gold.” Named as defendants 
are Bill Anson, Florence Rosen, 
Ted Mossman, Decca, Coral, RCA 
Victor, London Records and Pic 
Publshing Co. 

Plaintiffs, in action filed by at- 
torney Simon Taub, allege that the 
lyric and melody of “Stone” is 


, Similar and the phrasing identical 


to that of “Gold.” 
Waxeries are named as defend- 


ants because each has recorded | 


“Heart of Stone,” which was 
penned by Anson, Mossman and 
Miss’ Rosen. Anson originally 
etched the tune for the Fanfare 
label but the tune went to London 


| Records when firm bought out the 


Berle Adams indie waxery. Pic 
pubbery is controlled by Adams. 





| Write ‘Musical Legend’ 

Composer George Kleinsinger, 
librettist-lyricist Paul Tripp and ar- 
ranger Rose Marie Grentzer have 
Written a “musical legend” for uni- 
son and/or mixed voices in school, 
church and community choral 
groups. Work, which can be per- 
formed’ as a straight cantata or as 
a pageant, with simple or elaborate 


, staging, is called “Johnny Stran- 


ger.” Bourne Music is publishing. 

Nine songs in the composition 
| have to do with various aspects of 
American life and customs. Tripp, 
incidentally, is author and star of 
the “Mr. I. Magination” CBS-TV 
series. 


+ Music publishers, 


Pubs See Band Remotes Regaining 
Plug Values When TV Spans U.S. 


in virtually 
unanimous agreement that the all- 
|important dance-remote song plug 
of several years ago is today a 
lost cause as far as helping a tune 
‘is concerned, feel that it will re- 
gain its past value only when coast- 
|to-coast television becomes a real- 
‘itv. When that happens, it’s felt, 
the video networks will begin pro- 
gramming danceband remotes in 
much the same way radio has done 
for vears, with the added advan- 
tage for the viewer of being able 
to see not only the orch but the 
spot, diners and dancers as well. 

Musicmen are of the opinion that 
as long as the disk jockey con- 
tinues to take the play away from 
dance crews broadcasting from lo- 
cations, a hit tune can no longer 
be created through late-at-night 
orch plugging, and that only some- 
thing as drastic as dressing an air 
plug in the new visual garb of 
video can bring back its onetime 
value. Experienced Tin Pan Alley 
observers believe that even if plat- 
ter-spinning shows were to go into 
a sharp decline—not very likely 
at this point—straight radio song- 
plugging still would not regain the 
position it once enjoyed as a hit- 
maker, 

Reason for that, pubs feel, is 
that the state of the band business 
itself, as well as the d.j. competi- 
tion, is responsible for the death 
of a late airshot’s value to a song. 
Fewer outfits of name calibre, less 
location engagements for shorter 
periods, and the apathetic attitude 
of the dance field in general have 
combined to make bandleader con- 
tacting pretty much a waste of 
time for pubs and their staffs. 


J.D. Tours Bases 


Jimmy Dorsey’s band has been set 
for an eixht-day tour of army air 
bases in Texas, beginning Friday 
(23). 

Band is currently on a one-night 
tour of the midwest. 
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$15,000 prize money.. 





enter now! 


DUPLICATE PRIZES AWARDED 
IN YNE CASE OF TIES 







Write or wire for full details and entry forms to: 
V. Ben Williams, General Manager, 


PACIFIC NATIONAL EXHIBITION 
Vancouver, B.C., Canada. 
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Tops of the Tops 
Retail Disk Best Seller 
“Third Man Theme” 
Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“Third Man Theme” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“Tt Wanna Be Loved” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“My Foolish Heart” 
Best British Seller 
“My Foolish Heart” 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


Inside Orchestras—Music 


Duchess Music has made a novel promotional tieup with the Fred 
Astaire dance studios on “Petite Waltz,” a tune imported from Belgium. 
Studio teachers will introduce the new dance at a special dinner show 
at the Roosevelt Grill, N. Y., tomorrow (Thurs.), with the Three Suns, 
who recorded the number for RCA Victor, furnishing the instrumental 
accompaniment. Duchess and the Astaire studios have also made a 
tieup with disk jockeys in 45 cities to exploit both the dance and the 
tune. 


om Wednesday, June 21, 1950 








ey 


Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


che top 30 songs of the week (more in case of ties), based on 
the copyrighted Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular 
Music Broadcast over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of 
Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 


Survey Week of June 9-15, 1950 
Wal BIS: Tre BMOGIONG: 63 606s tatian ka Cees 
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Several publishers are currently bidding for the rights to “All My cally verifies effectiveness of its | Baby Won’t You Say You Love Me—i“Wabash Ave.”Feist 
Life,” an old number by Sam H. Stept and Sid Mitchell now owned by format. Crew just recently re-|| Bewitched....:........00.eeeees Meds besa beanaae Chappell 
the Sam Fox music firm. Interest in the tune was revived by the re- turned to the MCA _ banner and CPG MD cs reser dbeoveseases sodas deenesas .+-.- Leeds 
action to Dick Todd's cut for Rainbow Records and the likelihood of | Plays a number of midwest ball- CE NE ORD on o'o cb 4s 0740400560 eee Ne ee8 es . Paxton 
other diskeries moving in to cover the number. Decca has already put | '°°™S following this date. Quin. hes cakes scetnis basvtesw raked cen BMI 
the Ink Spots on it. | HARRY OWENS ORCH (1D EEE oils oa a bb bbb ke aees bob 6 oOo eke Feist 
_mrencnnentmarninaan ein teenrennacenr | With Hilo Hattie SE AeE SEEN 4%, 55 a:b% cle 6 hala Be lea els bbe Re bn Ratan Acuff & Rose 
St. Francis Hotel. San Francisco Hoop-Dee-Doo ean Tees Oka is kOe eee sen Morris . 
* Harry Owens sells romance, Ha- I Cross My Fingers ........ 0. see e ence ee eeeeees United r 
an CVIEWS |waiian style, with superlative ef- I Don’t Care If the Sun Don’t Shine ............. Famous 8 
'fectiveness, particularly in_ this I Got the Sun In Morning—7“Annie Get Your Gun” Berlin E 
town w nan Bae a wes Sredeion of : pcre gh —— by BA a eee Sa? ABC } 
= — es cotimentalizing over Hawaii. If otl EN i acs nog ae, bine & bikie hors 4 eet ee Words-Music 
GENE WILLIAMS ORCH (15) __; Cordey Russell of the reed sect some of the musical merchandise I Wanna Be Loved ests eeesecnccececscsoeens Supreme 
With ‘hele Seskes . Tengen mam > 7 a Cee Ee on. | purveyed by Owens is on _ the oe eee ee WON CUNT ccc ccccccccecsceses Robert § 
1 as 4 special trumpet work and | cyruppy side it is because the tab- If Y WwW Onl i i 
Glen Isl. Casino, New Rochelle, N.Y.| by a show nightly just before payers want it that way and would I ha =e Mly Mime ........ce reves seeeeeees Robbins ' t 
Gene Williams, former Claude} midnight. Leader m.c.’s this him-| pe’ satisfied with entiniout less t Usm't Fair... 1. cece cece eee eee e ee en eee eeeeces Words-Music t 
Thornhill vocalist. who’s been in|self, starting band off with trio of |\Gwens ladles out the ~— Plo pepe a Miller 
business for himself for nearly two | “South Pacific’ tunes, following! sioha tunes to the overflow a vd La Vie En Rose ..... shee eee rere rr esenenseeeees Harms ] 
years, impresses as being a work- | with “Tico Tico” at fast pace, and | the pb 6 sand 1 aie oi a My Foolish Heart—?*“My Foolish Heart” .......... Santly-Joy < 
able band for the theatre and bal!-| winding with montage of Gersh-| jc eyidence that he is r esieche pr Old Piano Roll Blues... 1... 6. eee eee e ee eeeeee: Leeds ‘ 
room circuit. Williams, for this|win tunes, “Rhapsody in Blue”’ demand ot Sea atomic” Ar be On An Ordinary Morning .........,....seeeeeee Remick I 
Glen Island Casino engagement, | being the inevitable closer. Except | taxes its Hawaiian =r og ct On the Omtgotg TIGe.... ccvcccavevnsssvccssrees Shapiro-B 
has recruited a competent group |for a session of chatter by Reich-| |, and the $1.50 . wn gy lhe tg Play a Simple Melody Berlin 
of sidemen, many from competitive | man, show is ably done and adds|ine sods a Nacigtaie —_ ed by Sentiment: > eae tt Re ee Te eee ec ike 
sider ) in, show is’ and a the St. Francis is an easy hurdle Sentimental Me ......cccecvecevescvesesvevereces Knick’b’ck’r 
maestri, to establish a good poten- neat fillip for the late diners and! for the check payers ; Sometime Witmark 
tial for the group. — dancers. Slanting his troupe of piano Stay With the Happy People eee eee . .Morris . 
Ey ~ “his cine. te apehaaiin peach” Hopkin ~— stare at the| drum, bass, guitar, steel-guitar, They Say It’s Wonderful—*“Annie Get Your Gun”. Berlin . 
Ww, stra | Mark ypkins, San _ Francisco "ee sax 1 violin s : *hir “he UTS an” 
Seat’ avethe meceenker davve | bates ps a ne en haiadetan an reget 3 es ji bcos Sng beta at Third Man Theme—7“Third Man Te ere Tete ge Chappell } 
as yet, as a group, but there’s suf- | hop with a Nevada date. Following with his own ‘Cueet leilani’. = 
ficient promise that it will be ac-|this stand, band returns to the| sure shot repeating sliteh. Ow m. The remaini ( ; ; 
quired in short order. Basically, | Mark. Quin. pode ed a ‘9 pas 7 we : The remaining 20 songs of the week (more in case of ties), ( 
there’s a solid brand of musician- pall | sweet-tooth t tie ith the | sori. Sie based on the copyright Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popu- 
ship in the Williams band. The ‘ nee Saaaaind va with the gests gel lar Music Broadcast over Radio Networks. Published by the Office | 
instrumentation of three rhythm,’ BILLY BISHOP ORCH (11) Founding cut bis melange Gf ro. || 07 Seseered; Inc., Or. John G. Postman, Dyreoer. 
ajo Bi: yore the ty — tints al With Alice Mann, Elaine Powell | mantic items is a ite at bois 30 An American Beauty Rose 7 Jefferson 
credit to a larger eal "Meacas, Muehlebach Hotel, Kansas City | minutes, paced by the excellent Are TOU Tenesome TORIENE occ oes cs cee seateses Bourne 
good tone and body to the offer-| ,, Since opening the season at Hilo Hattie, of more of the same. NG ne BO Ps 6 400s ka 0.06 40 OE 6S 4 EDS ERE Campbell 
ings. ’ Frank Dailey’s Meadowbrook last lhis brace includes such okays as RE et Oxford 
The arrangements make for a fall, Billy Bishop orch has *been Scie ged Wedding Song,” ‘Hula MN Lis. d6 hn dak nets 6 < vSeaa na ilegbn Stat BVC 
solid danceable beat. Rhythm sec- wending its way through the “Tawi W ith its Scotch overtones, Cy BE MG bh Sho oie + KO OTONRED SE Bile COE COOP AEN Advanced ; 
tion, presided over by Ted Napo- South and middle west, coming to Me rte Sunshine with Gene ee OO OE AOR ee Pee Te ay Laurel . 
leon at the piano, gives the outfit | the familiar setting ox the Muehle- fling in providing a smooth whis- ier: NN ics ck osh a 0k ee ts Morris : 
a good base. However, the band bach s Terrace Grill for its Kansas 1 novelty, “The Mocking Bird Girl That I Marry—*“Annie Get Your Gun”...... “Berlin : 
elects to do mainly numbers in the | C/tY date. Crew is no newcomer wien Eddie Bush at the steel-gui- Home C rant eene Mente” 8... chs ¥ . 
nso ly nb Rote na Ghia Mebb aa eat -{tar, and “Timmie” a vocal offered ome Cookin yo ae ee eee ir Famous 
s] r tempo, which fail to give ere, an us time as in previous , 4 o yeee Mere aee | I'd Do Better Up In the M tains Broad j : 
the crew a high lustre. ; stops draws a respectable follow-| by four of the bandsmen, which I'll Always | Fou} “Briaea tema Gon Toe : 
Williams makes an affable maes- | img through the Grill gate. | last is a Owens composition which f Aways Love You—i Friend Irma Goes West”. . Famous ‘ 
&* tro. He has an ‘ingratiating band.| Unit varies somewhat from ie Seo, ones rhythm appeal. yh —e Of Golden Dreams... 0... sce vcsseee Beacon ‘ 
atend manner and looks okay on Bishop’s last stand here, with in- a » > is comedy tune Holo - e iza a en De RANE TA sa ek ta oe ha ee Oe ee Jewel . 
the podium. His vocals are easy | strumentation of three reeds, three Sor hen oll Grandmother Taxi ambo Jam Odea de gh ead oy Veptidertadgs: Peer 
on the ear and he imparts a good | trumpets, trombone, drums, string ‘hict i casene = by Hilo Hattie Mona + 1 aaa Carey, U.S. A”. + se eeeeene: Paramount i 
deal of fecling in his work. Dis-| bass and piano duo. In vocal de- W > 1 is socko copy. ; Music, Music, Music ..............sseseeeeeeeees Cromwell { 
taff chirper, Adele Pastor, is a pe-| partment he has the added support | ; oye knows his stuff in respect 32: ee Miller I 
tite looker and makes a mark with| of Elaine Powell, who recently — mpg a public likes; his Un | SPPISTEREETETETLILET EET Sam Weiss v 
her tunes. She has the tendency | joined the crew. Trombone is new ey en Bets budged from any- ee Ae OU LON TEP kkk tear ews 04605088 RGR Duchess t 
to over-expand volumewise, with| in the instrument setup, replacing | gay . awn, of Hawaiian ee UD 5. cin ss cc Bas « ces Roda d’s ..... Mills t 
ettendant loss of melody. Jose. | a former fiddle, and giving a fuller | continuin 6" proof —_ he intends Where Are You Gonna Be When the Moon Shines? Lombardo S 
-——————- effect to crew's work. While out-| apie noon oy 2 ng sca Rig Poke t 
JOE REICHMAN ORCH (12) a the hotel hae Ballzson Toute it | ative, or what. His music is meant ee ee oe - 
Muehlebach Hotel | is ae Bee pig Be 3 € l'\ to pay off, which is exactly what . 
Kansas City, M | RAays, ESenep. ays On sews. | Goes. Bis bet in town. Ted. | aaa SDNY \ 
y, “ZO. | ship along the way to heighten the ™ sins t w i i imi 
Once a regular figure on the! band’s overall siemens | pe al A last week .. . Dick Bradley cutting | firms to the majors, claiming that Z 
ballroom and _ hotel bandstands | Peg teal coke a itl | ‘Strangers,’ ‘Havana’ _four sides by Tony Papa on Tower. | the indies serve as weathervanes on ff 3 
hereabouts, Joe Reichman hasn't | BP ioy So crew is doing al ; ’ coetemnenne new and different tunes. The in- f 
been seen in this territory for | a se ore, ee | Masters to London. Pittsburgh dies take a chance on a new tune, { 
e : s } | | . ° . | i j aj 
Terrace Grill of the Muehlebach around 11:15 p.m. Show steps out | 0 ng met pg samt, week took ek eek, wat See musien, | ioe tar inalea. Fagg ald nny “Te 
where he played many a date in| 074 Story in song of Gershwin) ver the masters of “Strangers” | rector of | the Carnegie Tech the tune shows promise, they : 
Sree dee many a date in| hits, building to choral arrange-| and Anna From Havana” from) Scotch and Soda Club shows for | the snake hel _P ‘e 4 say, ( 
coming, being the first of a trio | Ment of “Man J Love” and a sultry | Universal Records, after the for-| three years. is now doing all of tie | 11 m lek ib thease wither i 
of name bands booked into the| Summertime. Both feature| Mer started to break in the mid- 2tTangements for the Gene Wil-| ity Can 0" ae Werneee Sane 
spot in keeping with the emphasis | Alice. Mann, band’s long-standard | west. Tunes were waxed by Lorry | liams band . . . Sal LaPerche, for-| ing any financial loss. Martin and c 
on centennial celebration locally. | vocalist and personality girl. She| Raine, former Decca and Coast) Tommy Dorsey and Benny Bradley expect the majors to pick I 
With Reichman the piano is the | 244s a lot to the output, both in| Records thrush, who has recently | Goodman trumpet man who has/up promising tunes; what they ob- , 
key instrument, and around this | the specialties and in her regular; been disking for Universal It’s” beew. praxiaig a Vemne hemes orch | ject to is using the identical ar- t 
he has five reeds, pair of trumpets, | vocals, and for variety handles a|understood that Art Talmadge last Couple Of pegsons; Lume Eley, | rangement ¢f the indie. i 
trombone, string bass, drums and | CO™edy singing turn near close of| Mercury Records exec, also had tee ae on tee trade : 
second piano. Stress is laid on the | ve show. Wee Willie Darlow| been interested in ac juiring the Rata nua widow! conse sad ube | , 
melodic and rhythmic output, | Steps down from the trumpet sec-| platters after “Strangers” - hee pave Tare feng 4 oe ee eee | 
music purveyed principally for | tion to warble and toot “Big Fat | to get dealer attenti Pel bent! yb oy ser-| | 
dancing. That he fulfills on this| Mama’ in character, and Elaine) [London als ¥ ig Geatains Suni at GIN tancenrs | 
aim can be seen from fact the floor | Powell, has her turn vocalling| past ag on took over several nie Cummins outfit at Bill Green's | 1 
is generally crowded and is as full | -9.” Band has its inning on an 4; sters from Charles Stenger, Bal- Monday (26), with Cummins going | ( 
at closing as it is at the peak of | arrangement of a single tune as ~~. tunesmith, including “Give | back into sete! Men, Tether on 
the evening. Dancers find what | Stylized by several other bands and | 3 Broken Heart a Chance to Cry,” | July 3 - Pianist Gloria Seigle, | 
they want in the Reichman brand |@ ™usical cocktail of seven tunes | O'iginally waxed on the Summit | 2fter seven-month run at Monte | ( 
of tunes, the maestro mixing them | Wound up in one. It’s a lively half !#bel by singer Lee Shearin. | Carlo, Sale seiener SE snd. wit 
up throughout the evening with | hour. Pe Waeren” ae’ tenets’ 
pops, old standards, Latins | Bi ic i : all... . Johnny Z, ngtime 
musical comedy ,numbers. - la antes tthe prt cen page: atin eS ee eee ; 
gequanal maa of th eaviogy, is | dancers want for inviting dansa- On the Upbeat arith pry Bee ‘Bill OS ) 
atured most of the way, and he! pation. Fact that crew returns , i ‘liters, he Se 
rounds this out with vocals by’ here for a successful stand periodi- | Snes Consenen are vege °° comm | settled” cae a ios Paes tara es Pas tone FS 
semeeeneeeetiaialdinseentinimmenmemereteanataiea | feed tossed by music publishers | summer-long run. < .MO.COVER. . | 
=e, we ee ee eee ne ne en eee” nee he winds up his Blackhawk =] wires “& MO MINIMUM mum * 
28 a8 | engagement (22) and heads for the . niin Say fas 
F BOB CHESTER .soscceiene nL, mes Meee IR Meena 
m | ay Herbeck to Last Frontier, Las ] Continued from 
x { : , S — page 37 S ( 
. and His Orchestra -_ Aug. 23 for indefinite stay |president Dick Bradley. Bradley HERATON HOTEL ' 
“. |. Danny O’Neill cut his first six | in particular blasted Coral for what 
mm Just Concluded FIVE MONTHS, Roseland, New York sides last week on Oriole, new Chi; he claimed were stolen arrange- | Mot.: ERNEST ANDERSON, 340 E. 52 8t.. W." 
7 : ments of Bill Sn te i ” . 
- and Booked for Return Engagement in September peeling perce es age -- | by Coral’s "ee han ogee ee 
, . arP | Hart's Tower version of “ : t 
g * ‘ “i | ersion of “All I D 2 q 
af " Currently Second Week, Palisades Park, N. J. mages 2 Fag hs ei a 'Is Wantcha’,” which Connie he a THE ‘BUDDING’ SONG HIT 
: 'sas C : isk so 000 | did on Coral. . 
PARAMOUNT THEATRE, N. Y., Starting July 19 copies on Sharp, 5,000 above mini-| Both Martin and Bradley want “THANKS 
sy COLUMBIA RECORDS it up.. Orrin Tucker to ll 0 cane mind of protection for er | : i 
a8 Hotel, Memphis, Aug. 7 for two| recent desisign te cove ot the | MR. FLORIST” 
a," st | weeks, then to DuQuoin, Ill., to|7°Cent decision in California in r 
PA : a*a "a" s es see ee ns play the fair there for the week | Which it was ruled that arrange- |p: Vaughn Monroe, RCA-Victor 
xclusive Management of Aug. 27...Billy Eckstine into Mets are not property and there-| Jack Owens, Decca 
Chicago theatre Aug. 11... Wayne | fre cannnot be protected. They | 
OKING CORPORATION Gregg to Cedar Pt., O., Aug, 11 | Want some trade organization to set | WHISPERING ] 
for two weeks . . . Mercury has | UP ethical practices under which | | 
JOE GLASER, Pres. signed the Alexander Bros., now | 2‘rangement copping would be so | RAIN ' 
* i : playing the Swiss Chalet here, to | frowned upon by the recording and | 
ew York | ‘Chicago Hollywood four-side contract with options... | publishing industries that it would MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
745 5th Ave. Pl. 9-4600 203 No. Wabash 9151 Sunset Bivd. Bette Chapel and Two-Ton Baker | become eliminated completely. Wt? Broseway Wow Vern 9 
cut two sides each on Mercury; Both point out the value of indie 
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Hotel New Yorker Back to Blade 


Shows as Lure for Tourist Trade 


The Hotel New Yorker, N. Y.,+ 
which dropped it’s ice-display last Chi Cops Think Sivlspere 


ear, is resuming blades shows ‘ 
suly 6 with a revue to be produced More Beautiful in Duds 
Chicago, June 20. 


py Dorothie Littlefield, sister of 
Catharine Littlefield, who staged In the midst of summer conven- 
the Center theatre, N. Y., shows. | tion trade, Chi police clamped 
Resumption in this instance, is , down on strip joints with the word 
pased on the possibility of the re-/| going out that “decency must pre- 
duction of the 20% amusement tax vail.” No strippers are allowed 
by Congressional action this ses- near the Loop area and the gals 
sion. Hotel ops believe that busi- , must cover up or else. Convention- 
ness Will pick up with reduction to |eers are travelling south to Calu- 
a lesser tax to make the shows | met City, nearby suburb, for more 
profitable. Recently, the New | action. 
Yorker instituted a dinner music | Of course, many of the tourists 
policy with the Ving Merlin all-| are patronizing the regular bistros 
femme orch, but policy wasn't too | and operators of the girlie spots 
successful despite the fact that | are claiming the pressure might 
this type of entertainment wasn’t | have come from this source. | 


r=; Hillbilly Format 


Hotel had to go back to the show 
e 
For N.J. Fair 


policy at this time to cash in on 
summer tourist trade. The ice 
Philadelphia, June 20. 
The New Jersey State. Fair 


shows have proven, in the past, to 
be the most effective lure for out- 
of-town patronage. | 
Blader will have a cast compris- 
ing The Rookies, Jean Arlen, Buck | 
Pennington, Arthur Johnson and a 

line of girls. (Trenton) will have a hillbilly com- 

Bernie Cummins band has also | plexion next September, with Pro- 

|moter George A. Hamid booking 

ja series of folk and western acts 

'for the grandstand shows. 

Bookings arranged through the 

Jolly Joyce Agency here have 

skedded Johnny Olsen’s “Ladies 


been set. 
Cole Dancers Bow Out 
Row Over Routines, “sicepy Hotiow” ‘show, Sept. 25; 


ee ? 
Of Ciro’s, H’ wood, After 

|Roy Acuff’s “Smoky Mountain 
Hollywood, June 20. | Boys and Girls” and the “Grand 
H. D. Hover, Ciro’s boniface, | Ole Op’ry Gang,” Sept. 26 and 27, 
blew the whistle and flagged the | and the last two days of the fair 
Jack Cole Dancers out of his Sun- | (Sept. 28-29) will offer an RCA 

set Strip nitery after 16 days of | Victor Western Jamboree. 
disagreement: Actual peg on| Slated to appear in the “jam- 
which Hover hung the cancellation | boree” are Elton Britt, Rosalie 
was that contract called for a 45- | Allen, Texas Jim Robertson, Homer 











Youngman, Robins Set 
For Aquashow Preem 
Henny Youngman and A. Robins 
have been signed to head the first 
Aquashow at the Flushing Meadows 
Amphitheatre, Flushing, N. Y., 
June 27. Initial bill will run for 


:13 days after which layouts will 


be changed weekly. 
Max Meth has also been signed 
as musical director. 


Sparse Billing 
For Cole Circus 
Has Em Guessing 


Cole Bros. Circus is banking on | 
a last-minute rush to fill 
Yankee Stadium, N. Y., for five | 
days (9 shows) starting tonight 
(Wed.). Circus toppers are appar- 
ently counting on the lure of Bill 
Boyd’s (Hopalong Cassidy) name to 
make the N. Y. stand profitable. 

Handling of ticket sales has been 
one of the major mysteries in the 
N. Y. area. So far, the Cole out- 
fit. has been using the Yankee 
ticket-selling organization exclu- 





Atlantic City Preps for Summer 
Trade With Many Angles to Snare Coin 


Atlantic City, June 20. 





Mack’s Am Show Nets 
25G for N.Y. Foundlings 


Success of the Ted Mack Ama- 
teur Hour’s show at the Madison 
Square Garden, N. Y., last week 
(Thurs.), indicates that the display 
will be an annual affair. Layout 
grossed $25,500 with proceeds go- 
ing to the N. Y. Foundling Home. 


Mack’s sponsor, Old Gold, picked 





A few new places, a few new 
faces, but ‘all in all it will be the 
same old Atlantic City this season. 

Again top entertainment is free 
—it’s the 10-mile beach hailed as 
one of the best in the world, and 
the long boardwalk lined for more 
than six miles with the finest ho- 
tels and exclusive shops. 

For those out for amusement it 
can be found here in nearly every 
form. While those with a yen for 





Hilton Hotels 


up the tab for all expenses except | gambling will find the town pretty 
the rental of the Garden. It’s es- | well muzzled, although the nags 
timated that the beneficiary charity |gallop for 46 days at the Atlantic 
got slightly under $20,000. |City track starting Aug. 10. For the 
|present nightclubs are without casi- 
inos, but no one has ever been 
heard to complain they couldn’t 
place a bet here on a horse. 
About the only thing new here 
is announcement that legitimate 
‘shows will make another summer 
ac op ames try, starting June 30. This time 
they'll be spotted in the old Hip- 
P podrome, on the Million Dollar 
Chicago, June 20. | pier, (See separate story.) 
The policy of name talent and; The Pier, leased to the Beach 
bands will continue at the Starlight | Amus. Corp., will open June 29. 
Roof, Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, N. Y., The front section which housed the 











sively. There’s been only one out- 


rush of tickets had there been| 


As it is, there hasn’t been too much | 


Ringling Bros. and Barnum & 
Bailey paper remains than has been 


Neither has the circus made up 
for the paucity of billing by large 
newspaper ads. Most of the paid 
space has been single column ads 
of about six inches. 


more advance billings around town. | and Griff Williams orchestra. 


posted by Cole Bros. | 
| 


according to Merriel Abbott, direc-| dancehall, razed by fire last year, 


side outlet, the Spaulding store, to | tor of entertainment for the Hilton | 
hustle the ducats. So far, advance | Hotels. eee React espe ap ta 6 ng 


has been light. ; biz was the best in 19 years and |cluded is a miniature golf course, 


There might have been a greater | continuing to maintain a high level. | ferris wheel, ete. 


She claims that opening | for children have supplanted. In- 


Set for Aug. 21 is Dick Contino| Globe theatre again will offer 
'burley shows. George Hamid’s 
As yet no name has been set for | Steel Pier offers a multiplicity of 


bill-posting in N. Y. There’s been| the opening of the Persian Room, | features, including three film thea- 
only token coverage so far, and| but Billy DeWolfe will headline the | tres, vaudeville, name dance bands, 
many have pointed out that more | fall debut of the Wedgwood Room 


‘Continued on page 45) 





| Oct. 2 to be followed by Marge 
|and Gower Champion. 


In Chicago the summer ice revue 


‘at the Stevens opened June 16 and Turning Up Lights In 
|mext attraction at the Palmer} Buenos Aires Niteries 


| House is Evelyn Knight July 30 to 
| be followed by Georgia Gibbs on 
| Sept. 7 and Liberace and the Con- Puts Damper on Trade 


minute show and a 35-minute show 
each night. Hover found, on 
clocking the shows, that they were 
running about 23 minutes each. 
This, however, was only one of 
the many points of disagreement. 
Dispute began during rehearsals 
when Hover, casually inquiring as 


to the meaning of a certain rou- | 


tine, was told calmly that it repre- 
sented a bordello. 


patrons wouldn’t be offended be- 
cause they wouldn’t know what it 


Nitery op hit | 
the ceiling but Cole contended the | 


'& Jethroe and Jesse Rogers and 
Forty-niners. 


‘SHRINERS CONVENTION 
PACTS NAME SHOW 


Hollywood, June 20. 
Harold Lloyd tossed a dinner for 
| 2,000 delegates to the Shriners 
convention -at the Palladium last 
| night with five top acts rounded 
| up for entertainment. They were 
Jimmy Durante, Jane Powell, Red 





_ If the circus does a big business, | tinentals, Oct. 5. Talent for the 
it will be credited to Boyd’s tre- | Carribe Hilton, Puerto Rico, has 
mendous draw, which has been | not been set for winter season as 


; Show has a possibility’ of gross- 
ing around $750,000 for the run. 


Contino Shelving Unit 
For Solo Date At 
Waldorf Roof, N. Y. 


Dick Contino, who has been tour- 








was all about anyway. A similar | Skelton, Roy Rogers, Dale Evans | ing vaude in own variety unit, will 
altercation ensued over a routine | and the Sons of the Pioneers, with | work as a single starting Aug. 27 


yclept “death of a canary.” 


Last week, when Cole had a run- 
in with the drummer in the Joey 
Stabile band, Hover became even 
angrier since ruckus might have 
cued an AFM beef. Then he pro- 
tested that Cole had contracted to 
provide a troupe of 14 people but 
only six were actually involved. 
However, this was not a contractual 
clause and nothing came of it. The 
timing, however, and the fact that 
Cole was repeating numbers in- 
stead of offering two completely 
different shows, gave Hover bis 
chance to toss the act. 

No litigation will develop, since 
final abrogation was by mutual 
consent, 

Nitery had been remodeled for 
the booking with a special stage 
(including two “medieval telephone 
booths”) constructed for the oc- 
casion. Stage, erected in sections, 
consisted of curtain, trapdoors and 
wings. Band worked in its usual 
place aflank the dance floor. 


SHERMAN TO SET UNIT 
IN INN AT SARATOGA 


Noel Sherman, producer-director 





of Johnny Weissmuller’s Water- | 


cade, which closed a couple of 
weeks ago due to film commit- 
ments of the star, has set a deal 
with Riley’s Inn, Saratoga Springs, 
N. Y., to install a unit production 
there for the Spa racing season. 

Talent now being assembled by 
Sherman will comprise a’ cast of 
40, including a line of 16 girls. 
Show is set to open July 25 for a 
five-week run. 


Sarah’s Midwest Dates 





Sarah Vaughan, currently at the , vaudates here June 30, opening aj and is giving a summer show pre- | 
Clib Carnival, Minneapolis, will | fortnight’s stand at the Chicago ‘sented by comic Gustavo Re with | 


remain in the midwest until late 
July. Singer follows with a two- 
week stand at the Blue Note,. Chi- 
cago, beginning Monday (26). 


' Dick Powell as emcee. 

Show was arranged by Metro’s 
Les Peterson, a Shriner himself, in 

‘collaboration with Stanley Richard- 

son. 


Influx of Yank Acts 
Worries Brit. Artists 


London, June 13. 

As a result of the influx of Amer- 
ican acts to the London night scene, 
the Variety A.tists’ Federation is 
proposing a complete check to in- 
sure that the quota for West End 
‘cabarets is not exceeded. 

At the same time, the VAF is 
keeping a close eye on a number of 
‘foreign acts playing in vaudeville. 
It will take periodic surveys to see 
that there is no overplaying of the 
admitted proportions. 


‘Palladium Switches To 
All-British Bill, Aug. 7 


London, June 13. 

The procession of Hollywood 
headliners. at the London Palla- 
dium is to be interrupted for a fort- 
night. For two weeks starting 
Aug. 7, an all-British bill is booked 
in. Details of the bill are still be- 
‘ing worked out, but believed that 
|ecrooner Donald Peers will be the 
| show topper, with Harry Seacombe 
| also regarded as a certainty. 
| Although all the standard acts 
| will be of British origin, it may be 
' necessary to have two continental 
'dumb acts to begin the show and 
_also to open after the intermission. 


| Andrews Sis’ Vaudates 














Chicago, June 20. 
Andrews Sisters teeoff a trio of 


| Theatre. Vic Schoen is handling 
| the music. 
| Following the local date, trio 


| does two weeks at the Roxy, New 


| with a stand at the Starlight Roof 
of the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, N.Y. 
Accordionist started as an ama- 
teur and won a series of contests 
run by Horace Heidt, who subse- 
quently built a vaude unit around 
him. 

Contino exited Heidt some 
months ago and took over the unit. 
Package was getting $5,000 and 
over in theatres and has been pull- 
ing excellent business. 


Contino booking at the Starlight 
Roof is considered unusual because 
of windjammer’s amateur status a 
comparatively short time ago. He’s 
also one of the youngest perform- 
ers to solo at this room. 


Madrid Niteries Still 
Okay Via Outdoor Setup 


Madrid, June 13. 
With the arrival of hot weather, 
Madrid night life has gone open-air. 
The first two outdoor niteries were. 
launched this week. The Pavilion 
has the Argentine orchestra of 





Galan and Jorge Linares; dancer 
Helen Long; the band, a Spanish 
outfit, Walter with warblers Pepita 
Lerma, Enrique de Ayala and Mari 
Merche. The Villa Rosa started a 
new show in its garden. It includes 
Armando Orefiche and his Havana 
Cuban Boys band with singers Peg- 
gy Walsh, Chiquito Orefiche, Sierra 
and Mario Rey and Paul Steffen’s 
Dancers. The compulsory Spanish 
orch is provided by Gea with war- 
blers Andrea Mar and Rafael Car- 
dona. 


| The Teatro Price opened its roof, 





| Barreto Bros., Olga Rivero, Mignon 
‘orch, Mexican comic Cantin; 16 
| Hipper Girls and Melodians band. 
; In these summer niteries, prices 


Chi date precedes another two- York and then heads back to the | are very low and biz has been rea- 


week stand at the Forrest Club, , Coast fer a two-weefer at the Fair-|sonably good with tourist trade | 


Detroit, starting July 10, 


| mont, San Francisco. 


helping. 


built up by films and video. | yet. 


Reports that the Hilton locations 
might do theatre - in - the - round 
| presentations similar to the Hotel 
! Edison, New York, were denied 
| and termed foolish by Miss Abbott, 
|who added “our ballrooms are 
| profitably occupied by conventions 
|and other groups.” 


STREP THROAT SLOWS 








Singer Eddie Fisher, who got his 
first major break as a last minute 
replacement for Fran Warren at 
the Riviera, Ft. Lee, N. J., had to 
leave the show after breaking 
; down during the second display 
‘Sunday (17). Fisher, 
from a strep throat, was taken to 
‘the Mt. Sinai hospital, N. Y. Joyce 
|Indig worked Sunday and it’s 
| likely that Tony Bavaar will re- 

place until Fisher is able to re- 
turn. 

| Breakdown happened on the 
| night Charlie Morrison came to 
the Riviera to case the singer for 
a spot in his Mocambo, Hollywood. 
Fisher had already been booked to 
holdover on the subsequent show 
| with Jackie Miles. 


Scott and Kirby Stars 
4 Of Arnold’s Ice Show, 


London, June 13. 


World skating champ Barbara 
,Ann Scott and Michael Kirby, who 











Manuel Pizarro with warblers Anita, partnered Sonja Henie in her re- 


‘cent film, play the leads in Tom) 
'Arnold’s new ice spectacle, “Rose | 
|Marie,” which opens af the Har- 
jringay Arena July 13. Cast of over 
200 includes Heinie Brock and Pat 
| Gregory and many international 
| personalities in previous Arnold ice 
ishows. After its Harringay sea- 
son, Arnold is_ planning’ to 


FISHER’S GOOD BREAK' 


suffering |  ‘ 
ditions have brought drop in busi- 


| ness. 


Buenos Aires, June 13. 
Anyone who knew Buenos Aires 
| a year ago can’t help but be struck 
| by the changes in night club 
| operations here in recent months. 
Formerly all niteries had dim 
| lights, supposed to lend romance 
| to the soulful boleros or tangos 
/music. But two months ago the 
|/new mayor, Senor Debenedetti, 
_just prior to leaving for the U. S., 

decreed that for morality reasons 
| all niteries must have bright lights. 
: also that there must be no dimming 
| of lights while dancing is going on 
or songs are being done. 

This order extends also to the 
smaller bars and night spots which 
| feature canned music. Those spots 
| must have windows opening on the 
| street, curtained so that anybody 
/may see anything what is going 
/on. This is expected to act as a 





'curb to any romancing. 


Operators claim changed con- 


The Embassy has booked the 
German pianist, Peter Kreuder, 
whose records were best-sellers be- 
fore the war. Had Kreuder come 
to Buenos Aires eight years ago he 
would have beeg a hit. But now 
there are so lay popular local 
pianists of the same type that his 
appearance at Embassy has caused 
little stir, and another local mu- 
sician, Mario Cesari, also on the 
Embassy bill, draws as big a hand. 
An even bigger drawing card at the 
Embassy is a telepathy act by a 
Dr. Carvi. Carvi, born in Argen- 
tina, has lived most of his life in 
Europe and returned only recently. 

Foreigners get a laugh out of the 
fright lights in niteries becausé it 
offers contrast to the blackout in 
the city streets due to failure to 
renew power station equipment 
just after the war. All sorts of 
power cuts have had to be made. 


MONROE HEADS NAME 
SHOWS FOR OKLA. CITY 


Oklahoma City, June 20. 








take “Rose Marie” to America. 
Costumes for the show already 
have cost upward of $130,000. Prin- 
‘cipal vocalists will be Ann Sulli- 
;van and Thomas Round. 





| 

| ROSE MURPHY’S BRIT. TOUR 
Rose Murphy has been signed 

for the Astor and Colony clubs, 

London, siarting Sept. 4. She’ll pre- 

cede date with a tour of the prov- 


-inces, starting Aug 14 at the Em-' 


pire theatre, Hackney. 


Miss Murphy sails on the Queen 
}Elizabeth July 22. 


A series of name shows are 
| pkanned for the Lincoln Park Am- 
|phitheatre, Oklahoma City. The 
| Vaughn Monroe orch starts an en- 
/gagement there today (Tues.) and 
| other top orchs as well as name tal- 
,ent will follow. Bookings will be 
| made by Leo Salkin out of Chicago. 
City, which owns the amphithe- 
atre, recently signed a contract 
|with Associated Theatrical Agen- 
‘cies to operate the place. Pact 
calls for the city to get 15% gross 
‘of all admissions, sales at conces- 
sions, programs, etc. Maximum 
irental will be $1,750 weekly. 
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Copacabana, N. Y. the stuff that can lure a goodly | Savoy Hotel, London 
London, June 12. 


e oo | 
Gatanos (2), Harrison & Kay, Russ the cuffo shows they get at home|  fprijdegarde, with Sal ioe: 
: Emery, Line (8), Michael Durso and | to show-biz in the flesh. Comic | C@rroll Gibbons’ oa — 
Riviera. Ft. Lee. N. J. 





Fernando Alvares Orchs; $3 mini- | had the paying customers with him 





for audience values and know-how 





















































































































































































































































































Danny Thomas, Eddie Fisher,|im building a piece of material. mum weekdays, $4.50 Saturdays | during most of the 45 minutes he) here is now a new yardstic ; 
Dimndiw & Condos, Line (14), Pat Some of his stuff here is new, but and holidays. | was on at the opener, his sole e€I- | which all cabaret acts for the Low 
Terry, Puvi Campo and Walter Nye it hardly seems to make any differ- | rer a. —— a oe |don night scene will be measured. 
Orchs: $3.50 minimum. ence. The customers keep yelling! t's just a year since Mindy Car-| $789 0) 4 ree en oorer. | As in Palladium vaudeville, where Y 
pases for the old stuff, and they won't son played her first bigtime date, | met gato this deviation from — |the peak standard was set by Dan- n 
The late Jack Osterman once let him go without his doing some | at the Copa, and there can be little | par Pag orgy: pattern was more than ny Kaye, so now with the niteries ct 
said that the two worst weeks in Of those standards. doubt that she ean go far from | ofset by his “Brand New Pinky with Hildegarde. Her opening at L 
showbusiness were the week before! Never is there a blue note struck here. Miss Carson a year ago| Lee and The Pinky Lee Story,” this world-renowned hostelry has D 
Christmas and “oledo, which may to whatever Thomas does—and this showed much promise, and now a zany scenario in “Jolson Story” | set a new milestone. re 
make Danny Thomas a little is the millenium in a cafe ‘comedi- | she has fulfilled that promise style. They bring the house down, | TI i ? 
; Z } , ' eforme ili , ' pro ‘| and his terping and gypsy routine here were no two minds about 
chagrined that he comes from the @"8 periormance. The wailing With her wholesome looks, simple | : pe YPS) \the success of the act. It was 90 
Ohio town. But Thomas can stand Syrian, that “Relax” song, the “Bali, style of turni lyric and with | 8&t him off solidly. “mi ” 
Ea ace ie pen peaenges ties | Hai” tickler and, of ean Tiler Sih | oe . a plot nes m, qric - - | "The Glenns open the show flash- minutes of unadulterated enter- t] 
; . He's ; ’ se, nis -| the righ yi e ac : . : ‘ | P : 
not afraid to tell people he’s from evitable bit on _the broken-down | her, she can ile aadianes in coe ily with their speedy acro tures, sender hile: toe of Goan be S 
Toledo: not now he isn't. autoist caught without a jack, etc.,) mitt when caught | Trio earns nice applause with their 74° some of the finest ad libbing e 
; eae ae ee! are all carefully planned and de- :' , sie a back-breaking routines, topped by q Se aoe eee rae 
When you're making upwards of livered excellently He's in for|. Right from the opening “Danc-|g three-high stand with the girl S¢€" 12 London for many a year. a 
$10,000 weekly jn a saloon like the +4 weeks, after which he reports | "8. Cheek to Cheek,” through a/ in the middle. A classy teeoff act The only criticism that might be . 
Riviera, you can say you're from 1, 9oth-Fox for “Call Me Mister.” | S°@ies of rhythm and ballad num-' for almost any situation. leveled at the show was that 112 n 
Toledo, without having to worry The Siviern ee aided ie ‘ith bers, Miss Carson reveals excellent Burns and hi Scien thide Out hours of solo entertainment was p 
whether you should have fibbed a. cthi . > me up with | judgment in everything she does, S and his trained birds 10° | giving the customers too much ti 
little: that maybe you should have something of a “find Paes Eddie and this even goes in her choice low with their fiying trapezes, lad- value for their money. It was in d 
said you were from Akron, 01 Fisher, 21-year-old baritone, who! o¢ gowns. She has a relaxed man- 2! ferris wheel, train ride, tight- | fact, more than they wanted—or n 
Youngstown, or even Columbus Py a om = — —— Pp ie ner, warmth and great feel for a vinan spiral staircase, pd peat needed. n 
As long as the material is not fro Ss e. Fisher requires plenty | jurio in ooj nnd snertoire riage, cannon, iron-jaw stint anc f ae nee ih ei t! 
Toledo cuties “ 5 noeesS™’ of experience but as far as voice * ber et per veaid rtoire | other feathered frolics. Burns in- Here was cabaret at its best. Al- li 
: : sees sah F abl : S, sides the|,.  . Aas teed most a score of numbers, and 1 
The universality of Thomas’ ma- and phrasing go, he’s really one of opener, “Foolish Heart,” “Septem- troes the act smartly by table-hop- evervone a winner in its m righ h 
testa’ bas been on accepted stand- the fine young singers to come per Song ” “Mad About the Boy.” | Pins with the birds on a long stick I : ee in i s own a t 
ard for some years now, and he along, and bids fair to carve a “Got a Crush on You,” among like a barbecue spit. to prove prec pA at Mga mer lity k 
gets better Crshommers whe evowé niche for himself in the swooner others. The audienc ’ recepti they’re not stuffed, winding in a db vet Stinguisnec personality k 
er. ‘ sweepstakes s. e a ence reception blase as the birds flip through e present on the opening night. She 
their way into cafes to see him per- " k ; _| was sock. Just let her add a sock) gq. : P S greeted Elizabeth Taylor and her F 
form for the first time can easily Fi ; - agen couple of songs for novelty number or two and her flaming hoop. groom with “Oh. You Beautiful P 
make a career of cafe-going after | nse Sang quiet the mob, but when repertoire would be complete. | Rochelle and Beebe are. as al- Doll.” She welcomed Dolores a 
that. If Thomas has one failing. te Seg Ng th Se Romo Vincent. the rotund sing-| “2S. Just about one of the best ec- (“Annie Get Your Gun”) Grav : 
dn take Gineieen onathn ? ay. A factor in his favor ~ = nd SIDE"! centric danc ; si- with “ rs 1: 
it Is in his a mendous capacity lie the extreme simplicity ge er-comic, as usual, clicks with what —- dance team = = busi with Show Business,” and a trib- ‘ 
entertain; frequently he stays on : t > os ol eae watt ../ mess. Her ludicrous legs-akimbo ute to “Carousel” with the topical 
beyond the scheduled period. But) V3 he delivers a tune, instead of i end te is eee tae a sare. posturings and his slight air of dis- “June Is Busting Out All Over.” I 
there’s never a dull moment. the phoney pash of too many cur- ,, alate tinal ten > hie &rY- comfiture, a la Paul Hartman, gath- T} avs stalsic I 
rent swooners. Fisher needs to de- | #¢ makes liberal use of his weight | othe yocks rigi 1 | d Then, as always, the nostalgic b 
_ When caught, he was on around yelop more of a personality, espe- t0 key some of the laughs. His thei * Rr in ' wed . tin eh SS Oe NR ee See v 
70 minutes. If some of his material ¢jally in the gab department, but ™@terial is inclined to be some- (| AE ge ee eae né with such numbers as “The Last v 
seemed somewhat belabored, at he’s got the basic essentials to what corny, but then again this is | closes the act neat y. Time I Saw Paris, ‘and “All of a 
least his performance never lost ¢arry him far. A protege of Eddie “™e of the year when that sort of It's been a long time since the Sudden My Heart Sings. ; 
interest. An excellent story teller Cantor. he is giemed “with RCA stuff is ripe for the kind of cus- Bowl, or any local spot, for that These were the highspots in a 
and monologist, he has a great feel Victor , o ‘“ tomers frequenting the Copa. matter, has had a batoneer who can balanced show which also included 
_ eras a a eis ~ a : 7 Jayne ;: Ad: iGatanc warm up the crowd like Paul , Successes which are rapidly becom- v 
age oe yggemen Boggle yore onan” Ta their "Eoleelas poe Mn Neighbors. In addition to conduct- ing known over here like, “I Love F 
hoofing, instrumentals and war- though the former could relax that ang ghee ope in with a vocal (Continued on page 45) 
bling, go over big in opening slot.| apparent coldness in her de- ong fn arg re bg ye BOW Sa o 
It's a fast turn that clicks all the ™eanor. She’s an attractive blonde 4%) eae = a oe - 
way. whose looks dresses the act nicely, be . F Ceaucher DF Com de * ke 
The production numbers, paced While the male shows some nice ra a? ~ ware 4 £ R U s i Y 
by the gal lookers, are mostly hold- | lifts. —_—"* wees. Ss ~— 
over. Pupi Campo does a neat job Harrison and Kay are the pro- to. ey 
4 handling the Latin dance rhythms, | duction ~ boy-girl hoofers, while Bop ‘ ity. N. Y. Fi ‘ 
while Walter Nye dittoes for the| Russ Emery, a holdover, does a'| PP acer ag toad: & His All-Stars 
straight tunes and the show. Pat terrif job on the production vocals. Me Braves ae ae ae George | ,, os 
Terry ably handles the production As usual, Michael Durso knows $1.50 es Mo See! aS ee pe ee The One Man Show 
baritoning. Kahn. his way in handling the baton for ~~ sais 7 Currentiy: 
be et a show, as well as for the customer : ; 
iz Mo Rar of Musie. L. A. dancing. while Fernando Alvares;_, When Louis Armstrong gets a FIFTH mpage ENGAGEMENT 
ee ki ; Los Angeles, June 14. keeps the floor filled for the Latin | Chance to blow his horn in a jazz CAVE O’ THE WINDS 
‘ egies 2S Arthur Lee Simpkins, Dave Bar- hoofing. Kahn. spot, the measure of his pre-emt- 
ry, Felix De Cola & Benno Ru- scepaccnnsctnifeiean nence as a musician and show biz CHICAGO 
nenk> Bae Bho ; pepe 0G personality can be taken to the 
V i Cc HYDE ent ee Fidler’s Orch (6); min- [Les Reena Paris full. Bop City is giving him that > ae. AL DVORIN 
- aris, June 15. chanee and Armstrong, surrounded est Randolph St., Chicage 
Week June 19: Kay Thompson, Bernard Bros.,| by a crack combo, is. onc fai 
HIPPODROME, y ‘Ko : ” =e “ip : te ole ag. natal foe< 2 US ce again 
—— ee The “continuous” entertainment Michel Emer Orch, Rico Tango , demonstrating that he is the non- —— = 
oapene pig vhs , on policy has made this a long-time Band. pareil of the jazz world 
‘ ‘ fave spot with Angelenos who like : : aa : Thanks Milli 
Week July 3: the idea of knowing that there’s ; This is a _ particularly timely a Hon 
PALACE, BLACKPOOL something doing ~ Baron pb This Champs Elysees nitery, booking for Armstrong whose 50th - 
at adding the lure of a familiar Pi. has — a over by ood with the windup of this three-week - 
- . - « ; ierre Louis-Guerin group, who! engagement. This is something of : 
name t y : 
COMEDY aiinaten pote on Basan op Bones also operate Le Lido. They have re-} an historic landmark for Satchmo for Our Current Return En- 
MATERIAL tod tana: it keds ike & aiaak for decorated it and installed a raised who attended at the birth of jazz | gegement at Your Lovely : 
for All Branches of Theatricals the name-draw is Arthur Lee Simp- ao ye —_ used as a stage as a sideman with the old King | CAROUSEL in Pittsburgh After P 
; ; or show | Oliver ears ‘ 
ccason’s FUN-MASTER kins, who’s been around and about. Ow Cn Oliver band some 35 years ago and | Just Six Weeks — We're Ver i e 
HE ORIGINAL SHOW BIZ GAG Fite’ | the country often enotigh to be Current show is topped by has been blowing superlatively in Glad Y Liked U Y ; F 
@ Nos. 1 thru 25 @ $1.00 each ° sors to pub-crawling Shriners oti a a senna page y jazz idiom ever since. ou Like s So Much. 4 
(Sold in Sequence Only) ‘rom any part of the nation. APSO, HULL Mller aNd Lreorges he idol of the jazz world since 
Big SPECIAL ALL 95 FILES FOR It's Simpkins’ first stand at this Martin. Her Paris debut was auspi- the early 1920’s, Armstrong's talent ELAINE BEVERLY 
ONLY $25 - spot although he’s well Soeaen ie cious and reception enthusiastic, has far from diminished through AND JOE MANN 
© 3 Bka. PARODIES, per book 310 @ | town, and now that he’s broken mostly due to the fact that the the passing decades. If anything. E 
—all 3 diff. Books for $20— the ice, he’s got another potential ritzy opening night crowd included he is hitting those notes more Management: 7 
- a BLACKOUT BKS.. a. bk 323 @ | booking. Singer is an easy click many American tourists. For the surely and inventively than ever COS GALES ‘Peteburem Pa, » 
e  @a. 5 e . ~ b Ss! 1 a »ale - ¢ . ; & a * ’ sees . : 
‘ou 4 dif. Vols: for s80--  ° | earning a hefty hand as he runs ae her songs seem too sophisti- even though it's difficult to be- 
HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES | through a routine that ranges from i. ; lieve that he could ever surpass 
eleva $2.00 the operatic “M’Appari” to the . This explains why localites en- the talent revealed on the “Wild ; “-—" 
PAULA SMITH pop “Enjoy Yourself.” It’s all good, |J°%, most!y the precision routines | Sian Biwse , ame Dodds Black Grant’s Riviera 
200 W, 54 Se Now Yount? Deer. y | Simpkins using a fine dramatic *"4 the antics of her male trio, | disks with Johnny todds Black }| . MESTAURANT AND BAR 
: ‘ pt. tenor to good advantage and get- who are very good, their mimicry Bottom Stompers in 1927. ; 
= ting added interest through the getting laughs. |. At Bop City, Armstrong is comb- 1aS ‘Weel Gam Tee : 
trick falsetto he employs on oc- . Miss Thompson has been booked !ng through the library of jazz WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS i 
ACTS, GAGS, SCRIPTS, casion. in for three months, and unless standards which he and his group “MOM” GR , 
PARODIES, SPECIAL SONGS Comedy chores are handled by 2K touvists are sufficient to sup-| have been polishing on their cross- 1] aiways THERE on ; 
1950 CATALOG FREE Dave Barry, currently doubling i is hee eae aes dea | the pax tne "haaen dak ce peachy 
Largest Selection of Comedy Materia! § from Billy Gray's Banc > ter in Spas during the ‘dog days, the past three years. Joining with || * i 
~ Showbiz! We also write material | new routines the ~ — FE oe Where the patronage will be mostly Jack Teagarden on Hoagy Cat; TALENT CONTEST * i 
i, & M. RLEINMAR off on Arthur Godfrey and some A@ericans. However, Miss Thomp- michael’s “Rockin’ Chair,” Arm- MONDAY NIGHTS i 
$146-K Strehm, North Moltywoed, Cat | laugh-getting stuff about rural |" '* clever and ‘sells her songs strong is repeating the classic ver- -_ ie 
Telephone: Hillside 0141 politicians. and dance routines effectively. rN of this number first given by — . 
a eS ; 43 ;. the same duet at the To Hall — 
Third segment of the Bernard Bros., long-time Paris 7 R wn friall, : 
— entertainment plan is The abane faves, share honors on the bill.| N. ¥.. concert in 1947. Repeating ANNOUNCEMENT . 
‘ ; team of Felix DeCola and Benno Lvey have: practically their same but not duplicating this number | punch Lines, gaenies issues 9 and 10 
WHITEY ROBERTS Rubinyi. Solid Steinwayists, thev routine as when previously at the because both Armstrong and Tea- | now out—$1 each. (Issues tte <a at rh 
delight with okay arrangements Lido ‘and Sa Majeste. The ap- 8atden give fresh improvisations | ¢1h) ,Centains the tatest. funniest. ORIG- 
ALWAYS WORKING of classics and pops alike with De- pee builds —¥ sock returns. a“ time out. iBAL Sens wee by Amertea’s we Be 
, Cola neatly introi : aq reorge, as usual, emcees, while That goes for the whol t materials. We also write special material te 
Now M roing each hole book peers mens © 
maw Manse Slum, Wamemapert, Pe. Fl and serving as nn de ine — Bert solos and teams with his from “Sleepy Time South” to “12th | “°° lered_t% your personatity and tatent, 
First Open Date for Palace, Aug. 27th | of the show. ©s' “brother” for most of the routines, Street Rag’ and the whole combo LAUGHS UNLIMITED 
Dir.: Kalcheim & $mith? Lew Fidler’s combo handles terp Occasionally George Pierce is okay Which take off on creative flights 276 W. 43rd St., N.Y.C. LO 4-5943 | 
assignment nicely K P as a stooge. during each number. Like Arm- j 
—_—— ms he ap. , Dancing obtains during dinner, | St™0n8, ga anecen ® trombone — — ‘ 
——= between the acts, and after the Seems to be getting better and . 
show. Orchestra fronted by com- Barney Bigard’s riffs on the clari- Wally Overman | 
poses Michel Emer and Rico Tango oh are still firstrate. Earl ‘“Fatha” ; 
and alternate for dance sets. Ann ‘ilnes at the keyboard, Cozy Cole Cc 
e Nicola, an Italian brunet, handles 9% drums and young Arvell Shaw oe ee oe 
Telericies vocals with Emer orch. on _bass equally are standout in AMERICA’S FINEST NOVELTY 
, Spot is managed by Jean Isaye, Vein solo passages. Songstress Management: 
nai with Andre Garnier as maitre d° elma Middleton also scores on a MATTY ROSEN, New York 
adio “si It seats about 450. Maxi me ace of numbers, Armstrong fre- SAM ROBERTS, Chicago 
‘ RRA AH A Ss ARK RR nearer “| quently joining her with his i 
Supper Clubs SES SSE NSO ewe compar gata 
x POD OLR . parable hot Voce ; > a 
° Biltmore Bowl. L. A. In marked riacpe ge 
Recordings EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT (HOTEL BILTMORE) elaine tine er ee ae STAGE ATTRACTION 
tan Amnet reeling type of music played by 
il EDWARDS aie § Rock < June 14. the Armstrong combo. George . 
‘y Lee, Rochelle & Beebe, Shearing’ int tetimeites tx fea 
The Glenns (3). Burns’ Bi Shearing’s quintet, virtually a reg- | Will sell part interest in most unique 
545 FIFTH AVENUE rds, Paul ular at Bop City, is  dishi 
Neighbors Orch (13); cover $1,\some of its tastef is dishing up | Unit Show now playing theatres; 
NEW YORK 17,N. Y. $1.50, modern eound as . ully mannered | must be willing te travel; prefer ! 
MUrray Hill 7-6865 . eanhenet: te cick” & = excellent | performer. Write Box V¥-260-521, 
SBD SRL RSS t winky ‘Lee, one of Los Angeles’) musie are framed is. be ‘eo orl] c/o. Variety, 154 W. 46h $., { 
CRTTHLSEE CD TSS SS UOSTSEEH EES SELLE FOE COW Ke SO wHOWerDUrer’ PP teeyee-raters, apparently, has tage, } ay onan New York 19. F 
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savoy Hotel, London 


you in Any Language,” a fetching 
we novelty which permits beau- 
coup linguistic prowess, “Give a 
Little,” “I Love a Piano, Oh, My 
Darling” and “Je Vous Aime Beau- 
coup,” and “I’m Going to See You 
ig immense cabaret room at 
the Savoy is a difficult spot for 
solo artists to hold for a long spell. 
Subtle lighting without other aids 
established a surprising degree of 
intimacy required for a Hildegarde 
show. It was a remarkable achieve- 
ment. The atmosphere was nearly 
perfect and the standard she’s es- 
tablished of performing for the in- 
dividual and not the mass, was 
maintained. Musical accompani- 
ment was excellent. When not at 
the piano herself, she not only re- 
lied on the first class support of 
her accompanist, Salvatore Gioe, 
but on the regular Savoy Orch, 


battoned by Carroll Gibbons, who | 
have cooperated in the best way | 


possible. is Gee 
Hildegarde’s Savoy season is lim- 
ited to three weeks. Sock business 
at opening night is assured during 
the three-week season to a degree 
which will give the hotel a pre- 
eminence over other night spots. 
It brings the Savoy back into the 
big league name-act circuit. 
waiters are tres happy about the 
whole thing. Myro. 


Village Barn, N. Y. 
Tex Fletcher & Cowboys (3), Da- 
vid Blight, Freda Wing, Gerry 
Fitzgerald’s 4; minimum, $2.50. 








This bucolic outpost in the heart 
of N. Y.’s Greenwich Village con- 














BILLY BISHOP 
An’ ANN 


Benchley and Grable? 


“Bishop underplays a line of Bob 
Benchley-type chatter nicely, and 
his pretty blonde assistant dresses 
up the stage with her Betty Grable 
chassis." 

—June Bundy, Billboard. 





Direction: 
New York Chicago 
LEON NEWMAN SAM ROBERTS 


MARK LEDDY 

















Night Club Reviews 


Continued from page 44 


tinues to draw hefty patronage, 
despite a orn slump in other 
quarters. ile most operators are 
crying in their beer over diminish- 
ing receipts and high prices being 
asked by talent, Meyer Horowitz, 
who operates the barn, can sit back 
comfortably, watching his modest- 
ly-budgeted shows bring in strong 
returns, There were practically no 
empty tables at dinner show 
caught Wednesday (14). 





The | 


} 
|drew loud guffaws. 


| Chi 
|He’s come up with almost a new) 
|/routine, but what could be a sock 


|blue dialect tag lines and 


_Freda Wing, opener, projects a 
|likeable personality while offering 
| Snappy terp routines. Decked out 
{in a simple yokel costume, com- 
| plete with pantaloons, gal draws 
|heavy mitting, especially with an 
|impresh of the late Bill Robinson. 
| David Blight, another terper, and 
| by now a Barn standard, also wins 
heavy plaudits. Tall and gangly, 
Blight’s rube characterization gar- 
|ners laughs for an overall pleaser. 
|His satire on Ray Bolger remains 
}a strong item. 


|accordion, bass and guitar (Fletch- 
ler), gives routine handling to west- 
;ern tunes, both instrumentally and 
|vocally. Fletcher, who doubles on 
| vocals, also emcees in an amiable 
|manner. His piping of such num- 
jew as “Tumblin’ Tumbleweed”’ is 
| oKay. 


| plies the dance music, in addition 
| to contribbing a comedy act. Group, 
made up of piano, bass, electric 
|gu:tar, and clarinet (Fitzgerald), 
|was formerly a cocktail unit and is 
being developed into an act. Lads 
are testing different material on 
the customers as a blueprint for 
their forthcoming act. Bits offered 
at show caught, though in the slap- 
stick vein and limited in appeal, 
Gros. 


Silver Frolies. Chi 
Chicago, June 16. 
Lenny Kent, Ginger Kinney, 
Judy Manners, Bud Prentiss Orch 


Tex Fletcher’s outfit, comprising | 


Flame Room, Mpls. 
(Hotel Radisson) 
Minneapolis, June 17. 
Dorothy Shay (2), Jimmy Ellyn’s 
Orch (7); $1.50 cover, $2.50 mini- 
mum, 





_ Local supper club clientele again 
joins that of other cities in wel- 
coming Dorothy Shay and finding 
ultra enjoyment in her amusing 
vocal recitals concerning hilloilly 
activities generally. It’s her second 
engagement here and a duplication 
of her initial triumph. 

If possible, Miss Shay’s artistry 
has mellowed with her skyrocket- 
| ing success. Her projections of the 
i sly humor embodied in what’s tan- 
| tamount to vocal characterizations 
| of indiscreet and problem-afflicted 
| gals and her vocal hillbilly narra- 
| tives, with their comedy overtones, 
gain the utmost in effectiveness by 
ithe apparently effortless and easy, 
| quiet manner of presentation. In 
| this instance, restraint spells added 
| punch that lands solidly on listen- 
|ers’ funnybones. And, of course, 
she’s not only very good to hear, 





| banquet for the optics. 

| At show caught, Miss Shay told 
|of the 11-year-old mountain miss 
| “‘who could do everything,” wanted 
|to know if her man “would treat 
| her in the style’ to which she’s ac- 
|customed, revealed the difficulties 
|of Agnes Klawn, the gal who has 
to wink every time she has a drink, 
|explained how the finishing school 


|to Hollywood and who cares, states 
| the problem of the girl in love with 
a married man, makes clear that 
“it’s the little things that count” 


and, heeding unanimous audience| resume his old job as announcer|commodations in 


demand, wound up with her peren- 
nial ‘“‘Feudin’, Fighting’ and Fuss- 
in’.” In spite of her generosity, 
she left them clamoring for more. 
| Rees. 


Beachwalk, Chi 
| (EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL) 
| Chicago, June 14. 


Tex Beneke Orch (17), with 
Gregg Lawrence and Helen Lee; 
Rex Ramer, Johnny Mack, Hild 


H’wood Mocambo Sets 


June Christy, former songstress 
with Stan Kenton’s orch, has been 
set for the Mocambo, Hollywood, 
for two weeks beginning Aug. 8. 
She follows the King Cole Trio, 
who open there July 25. 


Mel Torme precedes the trio 
with a two-week stand beginning 
July 11. , 


| 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., June 20. 
Spacious lounge room of the 
| Variety Clubs hospital has two no- 
| table decorations on the wall: the 
| American flag and a frame holding 
| 100 U. S. postage stamps with the 
| likeness of Will Rogers, appended 
br~ + Never Met a Man I Didn’t 

| Like.” 








Christy; Torme for July- 





| 





Atlantic City 


Continued from page 43 


aquacade and aerial acts, film the- 


atres, plus sundry other amuse- 
ments for $1.25 top. 
Plenty Amusements 

The boardwalk is lined with top 
hotels which offer the visitor good 
accommodations, also entertain- 
ment and dancing in their grilles. 
Three big hotels further down 
town, the Ritz, Ambassador and 
President also have similar setups. 

In the nitery field there’s also 
plenty to lure spenders. Babettes, 
taken over by Harry Steinman, op- 


‘erator of the Latin Casino, Phila- 


deiphia, will try a name policy. The 


1500, big midtown rival of Babettes, 


is also going to expand talent 


| budget. 


| Singer, 


Club Harlem, operated by Sam 
had a slam-bang opening 


| Forrest “Slim” Glenn. out of | THursday night (14) with Larry 
, |'Steele as emcee of a slick sepia 


but also, in her stunning gown, a| stomach ailment, while Mary Lou | Show. 


|circulation and bedded with a 


Weaver has been added to the all- 
| up gang. 


| Among the newcomers in for 


| 


To keep apace, other spots, in- 
cluding Lambs, Paddock-Interna- 
tional, Cliquot, ete., also are ex- 


| observation and making the grade | pected to improve talent displays. 


are Otto Hyman, Lawrence Garber 
and Julia Kaufhold. 

| Birthday greetings are in order 
| to Sig Mealy (Welsh, Mealy & 
|Montrose) and Jenny Foley, for- 





Both are Variety Club hospitalites. 


Albert Bagdasarian back i | rooms 
8 panel eg og: the | additional (three in a room) and 


| colony after six months stay 
| Phoenix, Arizona. He expects to 


| over WNBZ, local radio station. 

| Ada (Mickey) Rosenbaum in for 
a weekend from NYC to bedside 

| chat with Genie (Legit) Reed, who 

| is progressing OK. 

| Daisy Nolan, Virginia Kiernan 
and Catherine Maher vacashing at 
Raybrook camp, so that they can 

|be near Johnny Nolan, whose 

| comeback is a certainty. 


Jerry Hornsby, staffer from 
Loew’s, Newark, N. J., checked in 


(4), Charlie Spero Band (5); 55c.| Ballet (12), Charles Sheldon, Bet-| for rest and observation. 


cover. 





Lenny Kent is making his first 
appearance in several years. 


is blemished by 
inter- 
polations, much of which goes over 
the head of the dinner audience. 

His opening quickies are fine, 
and the build-up to his school days 
in New York is well paced. What 
could be equally as solid a piece 
as Phil 


comedy routine 


early audiences. Comedian has 
sharp imitative talents which pay 
off in his takeoffs of Miguelito Val- 
dez, Carmen Miranda and a Jack 
Cole dancer. In his Texas braggart 
Kent has a classic. Comic hits all 
the way. 

Ginger Kinney, lush redhead 
playing a repeat here, comes up 
with some new tap terping but 
retains sock “Donkey Serenade” 
finale. Has to begoff. 

Judy Manners is ¢ petite lass 
with a good set ot pipes, and could 
dispense with mike, especially in 
an intimate room such as this. She 
does impressions of gal singers, 
her best being Judy Garland. Her 





medley of Jerome Kern tunes is 











——_— 


equally well received. 








160 West 46th Street, N. y. Cc. 
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The Theatres of the Stars 


MARCUS LOEW. 
BOOKING AGENCY “ 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES : 


LOEW BUILDING fry 22000 
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Foster’s Brooklyn gang, | 
however, is dulled by Yiddishisms. | 
His Miami Beach saga of the lone- | 
|ly gal and the sharpy isn’t for the 


ity Gray trio; $1.20 minimum. 
| 





| Edgewate: Beach shows move 
‘into their summer quarters, the 
Beachwalk, with this bill headlined 
by Tex Beneke and his band. Em- 
| phasis for the rest of the summer 
|will be on name bands, playing 
|on the outdoor terrace. Opening 
inight. unfortunately, was marred 


by rain, with the first show cut | 


short by showers and the second 
show held indoors, in the Marine 
Dining Room. 


Beneke band plays not only in 
an emulation of the Glenn Miller 
style, but confines itself mostly to 
the Miller standards. Band does 
only one number in the show, “Gal 
in Kalamazoo,” with Beneke capa- 
bly handling the vocal. Otherwise 
it confines itself to a good backing 
job, and fine dance music. Gregg 
Lawrence impresses with his bal- 
|lad vocals, and Helen Lee, while 


pearance and seems capable. 


Rex Ramer returns to Chicago 
after an absence of three months. 
His routine is pretty much the 
same, differing only in that he 
adds a duet number, in which he 
does two voices. He’s a competent 
workman, drawing kudos for his 
|imitations of musical instruments. 





His Spike Jones version of *“‘Cock- 


'tails for Two” is sock. 


| Johnny Mack is promising as a 
tap dancer. Pleasant personality 
|and sense of humor enhance his 
act. Hild Ballet, in its two pro- 
duction numbers, are full of sound, 
fury and brilliant costuming, but 
choreographically signify nothing. 
Chan. 











D.C. Huddles 


Continued from page 2 











tion pictures” and their being pat- 
terned after the American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists’ type of think- 
ing. 

TVA replies that the 
brochure is “expensive doubletalk” 
attempting to persuade members 
that SAG’s rates of $110 for two 
days’ work is more than TVA’s 
rate of $181 for the same amount 
of work. TVA ,exec secretary 
George Heller said that “TVA’s 
only interest is to protect per- 
formers in television, whether live 
or filmed, and it has continuously 
urged that both sides make all 
possible contributions towards see- 
ing that the performer is pro- 
tected.” 


He added, “There must be no 
attempt to confuse the performer 
into believing that certain condi- 
tions which result in extra pay in 
regular motion pictures would 
achieve the same purpose in film 
television.” 





'not on too often, makes pretty ap- | 


SAG 


Betty Meriweather, dancer, mas- 
| tered the first stage of the thoraco- 
| plasty operation at the Raybrook 
| (N. Y.) sanatorium. 

Al Crane, who graduated here, 
| back to work at Iroquois hotel, 
| Tupper Lake, N. Y,, featured on 
| Hammond organ. 


» Write to those who are ill. 


At Convention hall top attrac- 
tion will be John Harris’ “Ice- 
Capades,” which opens July 19 for 
a six-week run. 


| Hotel and nitery tariffs are fig- 


| 


Gerry Fitzgerald’s quartet sup-| was her finish, related she has been |merly of Capitol theatre, Chicago. |Ured to par with last season. 


With hotel 


13,000 


12,000 first class 
(two in a room), 


15,000 summer rental units or ac- 
Atlantic City 
proper for 765,000 people, oper- 


| ators and amusement men hope for 
'a profitable summer. 
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KANO 
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33 W. 63rd Street 








CIRO RIMAC 


HIS ORIGINAL LATIN RHYTHMS 
—AND REVUE— . 


Once More Playing a Wonderful 
Week at the Palace, New York 


Thanks to: HARRY ROMM, DAN FRIENDLY 
AND MY AMIGO DON ALBERT 


CIRO RIMAC 


Endicott 2-7460 
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New York, N. Y. 
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VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF JUNE 21 





Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day ef show 


whether full or split week 


(P) 
(WR) 


Letter In parentheses indicates circuit (FM Fanchon Marco; (1) independeni; 
Paramount; 
Walter 


(R) RKO; 
Reade 


(8) 


Stall; 


(W) Warner: 








NEW YORK CITY | 
Capitol (L) 22 
Charlie Spivak Ore | 
Rose Murphy 
Georgie Price | 
Lane Bros 
Music Hall (1) 22 
Margaret Sande 
Gil Galvan } 
Roy Raymond j 
Martin Bros 
Earl Lippy } 
Dean Myles i 
Ladd Lyon | 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
xlee Club 
ym Ore 
Palace (R) 22 
Beachcombers 
Carlton & Del 
Robert Ross 
Jerry Bergen Co 
Ericksons 
Lee Marx 
(2 to fil) 
Paramount (P) 21 
Jack Carter 
Gloria DeHaven j 
Tip Tap & Toe | 
Ray Anthony Orc | 
George Wright | 


Louis Armstrong O 
Velma Middleton 
Carl Sands Ore 


Convient (P) 22 Only 


Asylum of Horrors 
Oriental (i) 23 

3 Lind Bros 

Pat Rooney 

Harrison, Carroll & 
Ross 


| Virginia Lee 


Carl Sands Or« 
Paradise (PO) 
23 Only 
Asylum of Horrors 
HARVEY 
Harvey (P) 21 Onty 
Asylum of Horrors 
JOLIET 
Rialto (P) 24 Only 
Asylum of Horrors 
LIMA 
(W) 22 Only 
Horace Heidt's 
Parade of Stars 
MANSFIELD 
Ohio (W) 21 Only 
Horace Heidt's 
Parade of Stars 
MIAMI 
Olympia (P) 21 


Ohio 


Roxy (i) 23 | Nora Toomey Co 
Robert Merrill | Lee Shippe! 
De Castro Sis | Janis Paige 
Bobby Whaling Al Norman 
Yvette | Don Cornell 
Wayne Marlin 3 | ROCHESTER 
Bunin Puppets Palace (R) 21 
Strand (W) 23 | 4 Evans 
Tommy Dorsey Ore | Hank Siemon 
Pitchmen | Albins 
Berk & Hallow | te a. - 
eaton rmfiele 
CHICAGO | Sas Yost White 
Chicago (P) 23 | Guards 
Peter Lind Hayes | ajyi v4 
. | Artie Dann 
Mary Healy Gautier’s 
el ge a Steeplechase 
I yin ’ iomas & | WASHINGTON 
reshmen | Capitol (L) 22 
Oriental (§) 23. | Vie & Adio 
Barretts | Ada Lynne 
Fileen Barton | Jack Durant 
Joey Rardin ' De Matiazzis 
BRITAIN 
ASTON Harry Secombe 
Hippodrome (1) 19 | Stanelli 
John Sharmon 17 Volants 
Scott & Sanders | Freddie Harrison 
James Mydaleton Red Fred & Rosa 
Danny Lipton | Charles Cole 
Freddie Barnet |} Rona Ricardo 
Will Hay Jr Charles Stevhens 
BIRMINGHAM | CHELSEA 
Hippodrome (M) 19 Palace (1) 19 
Fred Lovelle Rhodes & Lune 


Monte Rey, 

Max Wall 

Caryll & Mundy 
Vice Hyde 

Manley & Austin 
Arnaut Bros 

Olga Varona 
Maurice French Co 
Hamilton & Vassi 


BLACKPOOL 
Grand (I) 19 
Josef Locke } 


Jack Radcliffe 
Helen Norman 
Roy Allan 
Jack Desmonde 
Francis & Grey 
Joan Stuart 
Annettes Lovly 
Ladies 
Jimmy Wheeler 
Opera House (I) 
Tessie O’Shea 
Nat Jackley 
Terry-Thomas 
Gypays 3 
Jerry Desmondo 
3 Olanders 
Ben Yost Guards 
Palace (i) 19 
E & D Waters 
Hall Norman & 
Ladd 
Cromwells 
Harry Bailey 
Bel Argay 
Mme Truzai & Pets 
Typsvy & Brow 
Douglas Maynard 
Mary Naylor Co 
Winter Garden 
Pavilion (1) 19 
Jimmy Edwards 
Joy Nichols 
Dick Bentley 
Costello Twins 
Nino Wonder Dog 
S Clair & Day 
assi 


BOSCOMBE 
Hippodrome (i) 19 
Vera Lynn 
Gaby & Gay 
Barnes & Andoras 
Len Reed 
A & V Farrell 
3 Morellis 
Peter Raynor 
Doreen & Victor 

BRADFORD 
Alhambra (M) 19 
Allan Jones 
Cookes Pony Rev 
3 Le Roys 
Iris Sadler 
Jackie 
Hacktord & Doyle 
Joe Church 
Vernon Sis 

BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome (M) 19 
Reg Dixon 
Roger Carne 
Beryl Orde 
Godtrey & Kerby 
Kent Bros 
Flying Comets 
Allen Bros & June 
2 Valettos 
Cynthia & Gladys 

BRISTOL 

Empire (1) 19 
Denny Dennis 
Fraser Hayes 4 
Mangean Girls 
Hal Yaffts 
Hal Blue 
Bosio 
5 Dalys 
Franks & Lee 
Ravic & Renee 

BRIXTON 

Empress (i) 19 


19 | 


| 


Harry Arnold 
10 Beam Girls 
les Raynor & B 
B & A Pearson 
CARDIFF 
New (S) 19 


Dorothe Neal 

Tommy Dee 

J & A Grant 

Caroline & 
Richards 

Paul Newington 

Nudes Universale 

Parisienne Peaches 


Grand (S) 19 
Winifred Atwell 
Woods & Jarrett 


Eddie Williams 
Pep Graham 
Morrocos 
Shorty Mounse 
4 Tune Tellers 
Harlem Belles 
Lewis Hardcastle 
EAST HAMPTON 
Palace (1) 19 
Joe Stein 
Max Carole 
Ronnie Stewart 
Melville Birley 
Erie Lloyd 
Teddy Riley 
Fred Sloane 
Jackie Farr 
FINSBURY 


PAR 
Empire (M) 19 
Morris & Cowley 
Gene Crowley 
Jose Moreno 
Roger Smith 
Leon Cortez 
Read & Squires 
Bebe & Belle 
Stella Marie & Paul 
GLASGOW 
Empire (M) 19 
Larry Parks 
Betty Garrett 
Robertis 
Walter Niblo 
Les Romas 
Paul Kafka 
Billy Thornburn 
Saveen 
V & M Norman 
GRIMSBY 
Palace (1) 19 
Will Murray 
Roy Leo Rev 
HACKNEY 
Empire (S) 19 
Gene Marvey 
Alee Pleon 
Robin Richmond 
Eriksen 
Kemble Bros & C 
Davies & Lee 
Ryhthmaires 
LEICESTER 
Palace (S) 19 
Hal Monty 
Johnny Denis Co 
Rosemary Andree 
Flack & Lucas 
Margerite & 
Charles 
Zio Angels 
LONDON 
Palladium (M) 19 
Jack Benny 
Phil Harris 
Rochester 
Rolly Rolls 
Harry Kahne 
Elwardos 
Charles Warren & 
Jean 
El Granadas & P 
Palladium Tiller 
Girls 
Skyrockets Ore 
MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome (S) 19 
Ted Heath Ore 
Lizbeth Webb 
Patterson & 
Jackson 
Johnny Lockwood 
Bob Wayne & 
Barbara 
Bob Bemands 
Pigeons 
Martyn & Cook 
Palace (mM) 19 
Tovarich Tp 





Derek Roy 


Bobbie Kimber 
Piddingions 


Radio Revellers 
Semprini 
Bianie Hale 
Les Ritchie & 
Wendy 


NEWCASTLE 

Empire (M) 19 
Billy Cotton Bd 
George Meaton 
Freddie Bamberge? 

& Pam 
Carsony sros 
Krista & Kristel 
Jack Crisp & Jill 

NORWICH 


Hippodrome (i) 19% 
Billy Whittake: 
Mimi Law 
B & M Clayton 
C Fairweathe: 
Phil Leste: 
Pat O’Hagen 
Sonny Hughes 
Elizabeth Parsons 
Eric Marsh 
Hi Diddle 
Debs 
Terry’s Juveniles 
PORTSMOUTH 
Royal (M) 19 
3 Monarehs 
Mare & George 
Willy Woltard 
Maltas Dogs 
5 Serenaders 
Melody Maids 
12 DeVere Girls 
SCUNTHORPE 
Savoy (i) 19 
Chefalo 
Barclay Sis 
Scott & Foster 
Gray & Austin 
Billy Day & Enery 
Swan & Leigh 
SHEPHERDS 
BUSH 
Empire (S) 19 
Merry Macs 
Jane 
Jerry Bergmann 
North & Stovle 
Eddie Gordon & 


Diddle 


Jimmy James Co 
3 Hellos 
Lee Lawrence 
| Arthur Dowler 
D & D Lupino 
Yale & Diane 
Linda & Lana 
WALTHAMSTOW 
Palace (I) 19 
Tony Dalton 
Storr Bros 
B& B Bex 
Brvn Case & 
Angela 
Ronalde & Angela 
Marie Authie 
Ann Quail 
Marietta «Dancers 
WOLVER- 
HAMPTON 
Hippodrome it) 19 
Davy Kave 
Hazel Wilson 
Les Shannon 
Ken Flowei 
Johnnie Ramsdell 
Pat Revere 
Ken Dorvilles 
Earl & Osea 
Margo Doherty 
Ada Hanson 
WOOD GREEN 


Empire (S) 19 
MacMurrays 
Petite 4 
Art Christmas & 

j Mery 
YORK 


Empire ()) 19 
Bill Waddington 
Ali Bey 
Tommy Lockwood 
Fred Wilkin 
Eric Corrie 
Jack Laurie 
| John Corrie 
Janet Frazer 
George Sandiford 
Robbie & Organ 
12 Starlight Lovlies 


CANADA 











Nancy EAST HAMPTON 
Alan Kay & Gloria Granada (1) 19 
Cleef & Moroney Wally Tully 

SUNDERLAND Grosettos 3 

Empire (M) 19 Les Airdonis 
Joan Hinde ‘Irving & Girdwood 

Cabaret Bills 
NEW YORE CITY 
Birdiana Hotel Edison 
Errol Garner Joel Shaw Or« 
Lennie Tristano O Hotel New Yorker 
Lester Young Ore Ving Merlin Ore 
Jimmy Scott Hotel Pierre 
BSive Ange) Georgie Gobel 
Joan Deiner Josette & Walters 
Stuart Ross Stanley Melba Ore 
Eadie & Rack Ralph Lane Orc 
Madmoiselles Ralph ‘Teferteller 
Phil Leeds Hotel Plaza 
H Chittison 3 Bob Grant Orc 
Bop City Mark Monte Ore 
Louis Armstrong O.™M Bergere 
Geo. Shearing Ore . Emery Deutsch 
Cafe Society Hotel Roosevelt 
Lea Mathews 3 Suns 
Art Tatum N Brandwynne Orc 
Jack Prince Hotel St. Moritz 


Charlie Parker 
Cliff Jackson 
Copacanans 
Mindy Carson 
| Romo Vincent 
| DiGatanos 
Russ Emery 
M Durso Ore 
| Atvares Orc 
| Diamond Horseshos 
| Walter Dare Wah! 
|W. C.. Handy 
Billy Banks 
| Noble Sissle Ore 
Chic Morrison Ore 
Rigoletto Bros 
Jack Spoons 
| Frank Evans 
| Tommy King 
| Harry Meehan 
| Billy Banks 
| Harry Armstrong 
' | Chice 
Rosita Rios 
Los Gitanos 
' Pilarin Tavira 
, Sarita Herrera 
D’ Alonso Ore 
Leon & Eddie's 
Eddie Davis 
Irma Henrique 
McGuire & Warner 
| Bella Smaro 
| Southern Sis 
Jack Byron 
| Littie Club 
Ernie Warren Ore 
No 1 Fifth Ave 
Downey & Fonville 
Hazel Webster 
| Old Knick 
Pau! Killiam 
Jerry Bergen 
Roy Sedley 
| Marti Matthews 
| Pat Dennie 
| Hazen Jacobsen 
| Charlotte Ray 
| Johnny Silver 
Al Cooper Ore 
Old Roumanian 
Sadie Banks 
Leon Fields 
Gerri Gale 
| Joanne Florio 
| Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aquila Ore 
Park Ave 
Billy Daniels 
Hotel Ambassador 
Jules Lande Ore 
Hotel Astor 
| C Cavallaro Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
Harold Nagei Ore 


Ore 


| Roberta Welch 
Leo Pleskow 
Erwin Kent 
| Ramoni Ore 
Hotel Shelburne 
| Golden Gate 4 
| Patricia Bright 
| Robert Maxwell 
Norman Wallace 
Cy Coleman 3 
Hotel Statier 
j Blue Barron Ore 
* Hotel Taft 
, Vincent Lopez Ore 
| Motel Warwick 
| Johnny Thompson 
' Airline Trio 
i Hotel Weylin 
' Rudy Barron Ore 
| Latin Quarter 
| Minevitch Rascals 
| Beverly Dennis 
| Piroska 
' Kanazawa 3 
rh Reves 
Szonys 
Ralph Young 
' Naaman Ders 
| Art Waner Ore 
' Penthouse 
Johnny Bradford 
Tony Romano 
| Paul Taubman 
} Riviera 
| Danny Thomas 
| Condos & Brandow 
; Lang Troupe 
Pat Terry 
| Arden Line 
Walter Nye Ore 
Pupi Campo Ore 
Ruban Gieu 
George Hall 
Gigi Durston 
4 Lads 
Ronnie Graham 
Julius Monk 
Norman Paris 3. 
Versailies 
Martha King 
| Emile Petti Ore 
| Panchito Ore 
Village Garr 
' Gerry Fitzgerald's 
|} Tex Fletcher 
| Freda Wing 
| 4 Some 
David Blight 
Villiage Vanguard 
| Weavers 
| Clarence Williams 
| Waldorf-Astoria 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Vie Damone 
Mischa Borr Ore 





CHICAGO 


Biackhawk 
“Roaring Twenties” 
Mimi Kelly 
| Joel Friend 
| Ray Hyson 
| Margaret Banks 
| Jesse Elliot 
| Ray Arnett 
| Bobo Lewis 
Bobby Barrv 
| Perry Mitchell 

| Sherman Haves Ore 

Chez Paree 
Sophie Tucker 
Joe E. Lewis 


Hot Shots (2) 
Tony Fontaine 
Doran & France 
D Dorben Ders (12) 
Cee Davidson Ore 
Chico Orc 
Helsings 

Ralph Lewis 
Chet Roble 
Mary F Kincaid 
Jerry Marchand 
Billy Chandler Ore 

Hete!l Bisinarck 
Sons of West 
Brad & Judy 





| Harry Rodca Frank Masters Ore 

| Johan Alla Ore of wg Mouse 
ickey ems 

H Edgewater Geach Nelle Fisher 

Rex Ramer Jerry Ross 


| D Hild Ders (12) 
Tex Beneke Ore Hamilton Ders 
Hotel Stevens | Jack Russell 

Joan Hyldoft | Eddie O'Neal Ore 
Arnold Shoda Silver Frolics 
Jerry Mapes | Lenny Kent 

Jack Raffloer | Ginger Kinney 
Farrar & Carter ; Judy Manners 
Douglas Duffy | Bud Prentice Ore 
Harper Flaherty | Pancho Ore 

Bob Fitzgerald j Vine Gardens 
Skating Blvdeare | Willie Shore 
Mary A Fitzgerald §Beazie Saxon 
Phyllis Miles | Rice Sis 

Maxwells (2) ' Mel Cole Ore 


New Acts 


ZIG & VIVIAN BAKER 
Violin and Guitar 
15 Mins, 
Rendezvous, Kansas City 

In the way of instrumentalists for 
the cozier, classier lounges, the 
Bakers must be rated a very attrac- 
tive turn. A one-time combo leader, 
Baker has turned to featured 
fiddling, with femme partner abet- 
ting with her guitar-strumming. 
Their forte is tunes with a Latin 
flavor, for which the fiddle-guitar 
combo is aptly suited. They run 
through tunes such as “La Rosita,” 
“Mexican Hat Dance,” “Jalousie,” 
“Sabre Dance,” ‘“Estrellita” 
“Tico Tico,” varying the output 
with pizzicato effects and shaking 
of pair of miniature maracas by 
femme as she strums the guitar. 

Big. part of turn is personality 
and appearance, pair making a 
handsome couple. Gal is tall, 
comely brunet; Baker likewise tall 
and a personable gent. Both are 
capable on their instruments, and 
their friendly, incidental style 
gives music a distinctive flavor 

Principal stand here is in the 
Rendezvous, luncheon room and 
cocktail lounge of the Muehlebach 
hotel, and team also provides a 
session of incidental music in the 
Terrace Grill, hotel’s deluxe dinner 


Louise Hoff 








room Qtr. 
MARTHA KING 
Songs 
19 Mins. 
Versailles, N. Y. 

Martha King is a young song- 
stress who can do a satisfactory 


job in practically all media. She 
has a well-trained operatic soprano 
that she uses to good advantage, 
and is backed by a dark-haired 
attractiveness. However, she’s a 
bit too hefty. 

Miss King leans towards musi- 
comedy tunes, with an occasional 
flash of operatics. She hits top 
notes easily, though she could im- 
prove her phrasing. But she sells 
with simplicity, and it’s a tribute 
to the Nick & Arnold management 
that it has taken a chance with a 
comparative unknown in holding 
down the Versailles’ lone spot. The 
payoff opening night was in the 
terrific reception accorded her. 

Kahn. 


PAUL KOHLER & GINI 
Musical novelty 

9 Mins.; Two 

Palace, N. Y. 

Paul Kohler and Gini, boy and- 
girl xylo-marimba pair, get a lot 
ot music out of the woodpile. The 
entertainment value of xylophone 
poundings is dubious at anytime, 
but this couple hoke it up suf- 
ficiently so that the turn can carry 
on for the family time. 

The duo have an ingenious elec- 
trical hookup so that there’s some 


, fancy lighting on the hammers and 


on the instrument. They play~a 
tune with boxing gloves and trick 
up their act with every bit of con- 
ceivable corn. Indicative of the 
hoke that’s generated is rendition 
of “American Patrol” followed by 
“Stars and Stripes Forever,” two 


and: 


| clicks 


| Marti 


highly overworked pieces during | 


the vaude heyday. Jose. 
CHAI & SOMAY 
Acro-Contortion 

7 Mins. 

Apollo, N. Y¥. 

This Chinese mixed team has 
one of the slickest hand-balancing- 
contortion turns seen around in 
some time. Contrasting usual set- 
up of similar acts, where femme 
is employed for s. a. dressing. gal 
in this one is equally as important 
as her partner via slick contortion 
feats while balanced on _ hands, 
shoulders or head of the male. 
And all sock stuff. Male also gets 
his inning in the other stunts. 

Team has_ imaginative, well 
worked-out routines, obviously not 
newcomers, although up to now 
having escaped attention of 
VaRIETY’s New Acts files. They 
were near show-stoppers on this 
bill. dba. 








THE BARTONS (4) 
Dance 

10 Mins.; Three 
Palace, N. Y. 

The Bartons, comprising two 
daughters plus mother and father, 
are grooved along the lines of the 
‘usual family-style terpers. In this 


Joel Kaye, Larry Best. 


'English variety revue. 


Unit Reviews 


Borseht Capades |'sans ice equipment, “Holiday on 


(WILSHIRE-EBELL THEATRE) | Ice of 1950” is brought into the 
Los Angeles, June 14. | arena of the Municipal Auditorium 


es 'as one of the two major profes- 
; Rigen bay aay ye vg Ar sional shows booked in connection 

co Hossman, Patsy with the city’s Centennial Celebra- 
Abbott, Don Tanren, Bas-Sheva, tion. It got off to a bangup start 
Friday night (16) with more than 
6.000 customers, virtual capacity. 
Sale is good for the balance of the 
week, and a figure topping $90,000 
for the 9-day run is well in sight 
at the scale of $3 top. 





_ There’s been a change of pace 
in the 1950 edition of this Yiddish- 
The accent | 
perhaps’ the 


is on humor—or 
humor is on accent. 


At any rate Fi , : 
aan ae’ ‘ Be dl irst act spots three major 
i Pg “r —, production numbers, _ beginning 

eping the audience with gal line precision work in 


laughing than at providing a bal- “Spirit of Winter.” Midway comes 


anced vaude diet. The humor is “Rumbalero.” based on original 
« Pact ¢ > ¢ “ , . ‘ . ™ 5 

tg + Saag chee remrtine g bawdy, but music by Salvador Camarata, 

inne tas a lt sw here two (¢aturing Murray Galbraith in 

since its original bow here two Latin rhythms polished up by 


years ago, the unit has _ been 
around the country on tour and a 
Broadway debut in the fall already 
has been arranged. There will 
undoubtedly be changes before 
the show hits New York, since the 
present offering is too frankly 
corny and overbalanced to make 
any lasting impression on an east- 
ern audience. 

Show as usual is built around 
the zanyisms of Mickey Katz, the 
Yiddish Spike Jones who was 
originally one of the backbones of 
the old Jones troupe. His cowboy- 
costume combo boasts some fine 
musicians and Katz himself is no | 
stranger to a clarinet. But he pre- 
fers to dish out such things as 
“Tico Tico” and the newer “Yid- 
dish Mule Train,” knowing he can 
buy more lox from yocks than 
from musical appreciation. He’s 
surrounded himself with an okay 
cast that sells what it has to sell 
frankly and without frills. 

Next to Katz, highlight of the 
show is Bas-Sheva, a soprano with 


magenta effects. Finale is a fairy- 
tale-like story of the “Princess with 
the Glass Heart,” with fancy blade 
work by Dorothy Goos and Gal- 
braith. Specialties between begin 
with Leo Freisinger and Anne 
Schmidt as a fast acrobatic two- 
some, with Joe Shillen getting 
laughs as pathetic ciown, and 
Susan LaVonne in some fast-step- 
ping as Bo-Peep with sleepless 
sheep. Phil Hiser and Jeanne Ber- 
man carry waltzers assignment 
neatly, getting a big hand in a 
turn reminiscent of The Old 
Smoothies. 

Tommy and Susan LaVonne 
follow the Rumbalero number with 
a comedy acrobatic turn for both 
laughs and applause. Henry Lie, 
Jacquie Dunham, Ken _ Hoeffert 
and Doris Rice follow each other in 
detailed precision. Leo Freisinger 
handles speed-skating and jumping, 
with help from sextet of glamour- 
icers. Miss Dunham and wih te 
Blake as Izabella and Columbus 


; : ‘for } ber 
-antori ; : : on perform a hot rhythm num * 
cantorial, leanings, Her upper Hiser’ conducts "Mrs, Pennybot- 

, ~ : tom’s Charm School” as gym- 


cal pieces gets a terrific response 
from a partisan audience but she 
needs to develop more poise—and 
a little change of pace wouldn't 
hurt. 

Comedy falls to Don Tannen 
and Larry Best, former with some 


nasium and reducing parlor strict- 
ly for laughs. 

Following intermission show gets 
under way with ‘‘Enchanted Gar- 
den,” flowery production number 
featuring Micky Meehan and Marti 


okay impressions and latter with Collins. Jacquie Dunham solos in 
dialectics, some on the moldy Snappy rhythm number as “Lady 
side, that drew yocks. Patsy Ab-/in Red,” and Lie follows in his 
bott, comedienne long identified Stilt specialty. Number featuring 


dance specialties over the years is 
led by Blake and Anne Schmidt 
in a swing waltz, and Bobby May 
contributes his ace juggling on 
blades. Gay Nineties production 
number sports the line, Hiser and 
Joe Shillen, and features solo by 


with this unit, still is a fave with 
her Yiddish - language comedy 
songs and Joel Kaye (Katz’s son) 
with some fast song-and- 
dance stuff. Comedy dance team 
of Grace and Nico Rossman prove 
a strong opener, especially with a 


clever bit simulating a snake- | 7-year-old Joan Freisinger, regis- 
charmer scene. ' tering solidly with the house. 


Frankly intended to saturate qa Blake steps through an eccentric 


limited ‘audience. “Borscht Ca-|'hythm number in_ energetic 
pades” looks like it will succeed. | fashion, and. penenares county 
It could be done better and prob- turn is contribbed by Holly an 

ge eg: Day. Galbraith teams with Miss 


ably will, but even as it stands it ¥& : 
looks sure-fire since its the only G0os for one of the more romantic 


thing around fillin ‘ertain need, | Moments of the show, and wind-up 
. gata — ‘is “Starlight Serenade,” with entire 


|company on the ice in a spangled 
Holiday on Tee of 1950 


Kansas City, June 16. 


| spectacle. 
| Calibre throughout is topnotch 
Ice extravaganza in two acts, di- | 
rected by George and Ruth Tyson; | 


and the pace is steady all the way. 
In addition show has some - = 

produced by Holiday On Ice | best staging seen In any ice show 

Shows, Ine.: choreography and | here. Costuming is on an elegant 

staging by Marie Carr; costumes, scale, and total is an eye-filling, 

Billy Livingston; musical score, | 

Paul Summey; musical director, | 


fast-moving entertainment. First 
Carmen Nappo; choreography for 


night jitters showed up in the p.a. 
system, but otherwise music and 
principals by Eve Ross. Ray Carter, | 
m.c. Cast: Leo Freisinger & Anne 


show made it a big evening for the 
Schmidt, Joe Shillen, Susan & Tom- 


payees, Quin. 
my LaVonne, Phil Hiser & Jeanne 


Berman, Henry Lie, Jacquie Dun- TV Musicals 


ham, Ken Hoeffert, Doris Rice, 
Continued from page 1 

















Bobby Blake, Bobby May, Fred 
Holly & Bob Day, Michael Meehan, 
Collins, Joan Freisinger, 
aoe en & Dorothy Goos, | 

amour-Icers (24) Ice Squires jitsk f{ Notr e. “ERE 
fon 16. '50; $3.00 ta Austtoreum, Joould a “Merry Merry”: 
t 4 i . . . n , 
une 16, ‘50; $3.60 top. “Twinkle Twinkle”; “Just a Min- 
ute”; “What’s in a Name”; “The 











Inn”; ‘“‘Lute Song”; “Jubilee”; “The 
New Yorkers”; “Marinka”; “Top- 








__ Designed for arenas and halls | OBrien Girl”: “Mary”; “BKarlv to 
: ; ~ | Bed”: “Tangerine”; “Mercenary 
instance, the girls do a couple of Mary”; “You Said It”; “Going Up”; 
ae ee — ~——_ have “Girl of My Dreams”; “Bright 
utine uring the Keith-| Eyes”: “Gyps “on”: “Pri 

ne and then introduce their Pat” Se See eee 
parents. ; ; eat 

Like all acts of this type, major. ‘a Also, “Ei'e n"; “Dream Girl”; 
strength is the virility with which | Velvet Lady”; “Enchantress”; 


“Band Wagon”; “Revenge With 
Music”’; “Flying Colors”; “St. Louis 
Woman”; “Panama Hattie”: “Robin 
Hood”; “Rio Rita’; “The Ram- 
blers”’; “Chocolate Soldier”; 
“Whoopee”; “Red, Hot and Blue”; 
“The Gay Divorcee”; “Fifty Million 
Frenchmen”; “Babes in Toyland”; 
“Let’s Face It’; “Leave It to Me”; 
“Fine and Dandy”; “Rain or 
Shine”; “Sons O’Guns”; “Five 
O'Clock Girl’; “Banjo Eyes,” and 
“Song of Norway.” 

Metro has first refusal on “Rosa- 


the oldsters toss _ themselves. 
around. The a.k.’s have sufficient 
bounce to put the act in the plus! 
column in family theatres. Jose. 


SOUTHERNAIRES (4) 
Songs 

9 Mins.; One 

Palace, N. Y. 

Southernaires, Negro singing 
quartet, are a vet turn, but ap- 
pearances on the vaude circuit are | 
infrequent. Theirs is a blend of 
good voices with good arrange- | 
ments of standard tunes. The|,. % : i 
foursome make a good appearance. | lie, but isn’t expected to exercise 

Southernaires distinguish them. | Ditto Paramount on “Anything 
selves with two tunes, “Dry Bones” | Goes.” Metro also has first re- 
and a musical setting of Lincoln's, fusal on “Panama Hattie” after 
Gettysburg Address. Latter is an| Jan. 29, ’51, and on “Robin Hood” 
impressive number with recitative| and “Rio Rita.” RKO has a 10-day 


predominating, and it’s potent| option on “The Ramblers.” “Babes 
ne to get them off to a good in Toyland” is available after Nov. 
sees Jose. {30,°50. °— 
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Strand, N. Y. 

Tommy Dorsey Orch (15), with 
Frances Irvin, Johnny Amoroso, 5 
Men of Note; The Pitchmen, Dickie 
Berk & Bunny Hallow; Bright 
Leaf” (WB), reviewed in VARIETY 


May 24, '50. 


my Dorsey’s return to a 
snsiwar stage for the first time 
in two years, originally slated for 
tomorrow (23), moved up a week 
when the Strand hurriedly yanked 
the Cab Calloway-“Return of the 
Frontiersman” bill after seven days 
of poor business. With plenty of 
potent marquee pull on both stage 
and screen (Gary Cooper, Lauren | 
Bacall, Patricia Neal), house 
snould have a much happier time 





of it for the next couple of weeks. 

Maybe the Dorsey aggregation | 
doesn't compare with several TD 
outfits of hallowed memory 10 and 
15 vears ago, but it’s a solid enough 
crew with two outstanding instru- | 
mentalists—in addition to the mae- 


stro—in Charlie Shavers on trum- 
pet and Abe “Boomie” Richman | 
on tenor sax. Shavers, sepia horn 
<tar. who has heightened the 
stature of many orchs in the past, 
shines in the current Strand show 
with a couple of screaming solos 
and some personable toying with 
the wordage of ‘“Hucklebuck.” | 
Richman, relatively new to the big-| 
band picture, plays superlative 


tenor. Windup of the performance | 
caught (16) had him really riding 
on a half-dozen choruses against | 
rhythm hand-beating from the| 
band boys. 

Dorsey’s sliphorn and easy, ge-| 
nial bandstand manner have lost! 
“none of their impact during his | 


lengthy absence from stage work. | 
Instrumentally, his “Getting Senti- | 
mental Over You” theme and a/| 
Bill Finnegan arrangement of “I’m | 
in the Mood for Love” again dem- | 
onstrate the lovely TD tone and 
phrasing. Dorsey's tremendous | 
quality of musicianship also spark- | 
plugs the jump stuff, best of which 
is a Sy Oliver scoring of “Dry 

Bones,” remindful of the days'| 
when the band biz was at its peak | 
and arrangements meant some-| 
thing. 

Present Dorsey chirp department | 
contains Frances Irvin and trum- | 
peter Johnny Amoroso. Gal is a| 
stunning-looking redhead who actu- | 
ally can sing. She impressed strong 
ly with a rhythmic “I Didn’t Slip, | 
I Wasn’t Pushed, _I Fell” and a/| 
fervid “I Wanna Be Loved,” adding 
terrific visual effect in an unusual 
black gown that was nonetheless 
striking for not adhering to the 
current strapless order of the day. 
Amoroso, a recent TD discovery, | 
capably handles class ballads like 
“The Song Is You” and “Be- 
witched,” but a badly unpressed 
jacket and an askew bow tie con-| 
siderably marred the romantic 
mood. 

Remaining orch feature is a' 
vibes-piano-drums-trum pet - clarinet 
combo called the 5 Men of Note. 
In all-out jam-session style the 
quintet deliver some cogent jazz on 
what is announced as “excerpts” 
from Gershwin’s “Lady Be Good.” 

Pitchmen’s weirdly zany and col- 
lapsible “musical instruments” and 
Sharply-paced routining make this 
Standard act highly effective every 
time out. Simulation of a number 
of instrumental sounds, made by 
small mouth gadgets, is remarkably 
accurate, and the accompanying 
broken-down fiddles, trombones, 
etc., plus the fast comedy, produce 
an always sock turn. 

Dickie Berk & Bunny Hallow 
have a number of things in their 
favor as a dance team, but lack the 
Spark and flash that make a great 
hoofing duo. Girl and boy present 
a nice appearance, have youth and 
freshness, are dressed attractively 
In varying shades of brown, tap 
well enough, but miss out through 
not having at least one or two ex- 
ceptional steps or standout rou- 
tines. And they would do well to 


discard the canes, strictly old-hat 
nowadays, 





Casino, Toronto 
Toronto, June 16. 
Clark Dennis, Lai Foons (4), 
Maud Hilton & Marion, Chuck 
Brown, Bob Goodman, Charles 
Gregory Girls (18), Archie Stone 


House Orch: “Bor ytet] 
(Asteal). oys of the City 





It’s a lively 70-min. package 
here, with Clark Dennis as the 
marquee draw but supporting acts 
Crowding the headliner for ap- 
p-ause honors and okay biz. Pleas- 
ant and relaxed, Dennis had the 
femme teenagers squealing and 
their escorts also lustily roaring 
“pproval. Impeccably tailored, and 
Without throwing his arms and 
knees out of joint, tenor gives out 
nonchalantly with “Foolish Heart” 
and Come On, Get Happy,” and 
then into such signature disclicks 
as Jealousy” and his ‘Peg o’ My 
Heart” for begoff and tremendous 
audience-response. 

, The Lai Foons, two men and 
Wo girls, also score on their swift 


| boxoffice. 


| Town” 


| tele 
|and George Wiltsire, house comics, 





doublejointed acrobatics, with one 


\chore | efficiently. 


of the boys climaxing with a two- 
finger stand on a revolving globe; 
ditto response to Maude. Hilton for 
her lusty cross-patter with Marion, 
lush platinum partner; and Chuck 
Brown for his electric guitar boo- 
gie, plus banjo offerings of “Lady 
of Spain” and “Four-leaf Clover,” 
marked by terrific quick-tempo fin- 
ishes. 

_Line-girls open in full-stage sta- 
dium set for a baseball motif, with 
ball-bat drill and hi-kick finish; 
close with an engaging Father’s 
Day tribute, with Bob Goodman 
Singing “Daddy’s Little Girl” to a 
shy tot; and a whirlwind finish to 

Papa, Won’t You Dance With 
Me?” McStay. 


Apollo, N. Y. 
Bill Farrell, Camille Howard & 





Trio, with Jimmy. Witherspoon; 
Chai & Somay, “Pigmeat” Mark- 
ham & George Wiltshire, Teddy 


Qualls, Bud Bascomb band; “Radar 
Secret Sé@rvice” (Indie). 





What seemed an unusual book- 
ing for this house—that of spotting 
an ofay male singer as headliner— 
is paying off handsomely at the 
Bill Farrell, M-G-M re- 


|cording star, as the experiment, is 


scoring as well, if not better, than 
at his previous stand a couple 
weeks ago at the Capitol theatre 
on Brgadway. Lad has the sort of 
nonchalant approach liked here, 


'and he wins the distaffers with his 


Slick baritoning of “All of Me,” 
“You've Changed,” “Circus Left 
and “It Isn’t Fair,” for a 
solid beg-off. 

Sharing top honors is Bud Hans- 
comb and his slick crew, featuring 
the leader on the trumpet and com- 
prising five reeds, four brasses and 
three rhythm, who tee off with a 
sizzling “Jungle Blues,” with mae- 
stro pulling all stops on the bugle. 
They also provide slick backing for 
the rest of the bill, but really cook 
on their own later when they re- 
duce to a sextet and give out lusti- 
ly with “Roberta” and other items, 
with maestro alternating on trum- 
peting and vocals to rock the 
house. Also solid is Teddy Crawls 
in a nifty hoofing session. 


Camille Howard and trio, plus 
Jimmy Witherspoon, robust bari- 
tone, are sock with their vocal and 
instrumental stanza. Miss Howard 
officiates at the piano, backed by 
bass, electric guitar and drums. 


|Her ivorying is firstrate and she 
tosses in an occasional 


vocal ef- 
fectively, but leaves most of the 
chirping to Witherspoon. It’s all 
groovey stuff that pays off. 

Near showstoppers are Chai and 
Somay (New Acts), mixed team of 
Chinese acros making their vaude 
debut here after several shots on 
Ed Sullivan’s “Toast of the Town” 
show. “Pigmeat” Markham 


add to the merriment of the bill 


that’s well rewarded. Edba. 


Fox, Detroit 
Detroit, June 16. 
Eileen Barton, Liberace, Cycling 
Kirks (2), Tom & Margot Conine, 
Herbert & Saxon, The Langs (6), 
Dale Rhodes; 
(FC). 





Show headlined by Eileen Bar- 
ton and featuring Liberace is pro- 
viding sparkling entertainment at 
the Fox. Unfortunately, however, 
it is vying for customers with a 
red-hot Detroit Tiger Baseball 
team. Also, the 7,000 delegates 
attending a Rotary convention here 
are being kept in night sessions 
which doesn’t help matters. 

For opener, Cycling Kirks warm- 
ed the sparse crowd at the show 
caught (16) with some fancy and 
funny cycling. The couple get best 
hand with a dancing routine on 
unicycles. ; 

Tom and Margot Conine, in fol- 
lowup spot, offer neat tap routine. 
While a bit too long, a solo by Tom 
in a rapid staccato style gets over 
well. 

The comedy team of Tim Her- 
bert, zany and Don Saxon, straight- 
man and singer, get nice returns, 
especially in a takeoff on “The 
Champion” film. : 

Best applause is given Liberace. 
The piano ace, last here in October 
and well-liked then, scores heavily 
in everything he does from Liszt’s 
“Concerto in A-Major” to “Be- 
witched” to boogie and “Piano Roll 
Blues.” 

Chirper Eileen Barton, who uses 
the coy approach effectively, had 
the difficult task of following Lib- 
erace but comes through in top 
style. She opens with “Enjoy 
Yourself” for neat applause. Then 
“Around the Clock,”. “May I Take 
Two Steps” and “If I Knew You 
Were Coming,” which surprisingly 
was not as effective as her other 
numbers. Maybe the _ saturation 
point had been reached. 

The Langs, acrobatic sextet, 
wind show with some tricky teeter- 
board acrobatics to loud applause. 

Dale Rhodes handled the ee 

CWe, . 


Palaee, N. Y. 

The Bartons (4). Paul Kohler & 
Gini, Barney Grant, Southernaires 
(4), Lee Davis, Ciro Rimac Revue 
(4), Jack LaRue with Emily La- 
Rue, Edwards Bros. (4); “Quick- 
sand” (UA), reviewed in VARIETY 
March 1, ’50. 





The current Palace bill wouldn’t 
be effective anywhere but at this 
theatre, It’s.an old-timey show with 
plenty of corn-licks that’s received 
avidly by the regulars at this house, 
with every act getting a full meas- 
ure of applause. It’s a parlay that 





“Good Time Girl’ | 


nobody but a Palace audience would 


like. 
| However, bill is heading for top 


| business. Responsible for bringing 
‘in SRO audiences is in a great 
measure due to the film, “Quick- 
sand,” but also bringing in a siza- 
ble share is the headliner, Jack 


LaRue, the former film menace. La- | 


Rue goes off a winner with a se- 
|rious dramatic bit, hoked up con- 
|siderably, depicting a lad about to 


be electrocuted. Emily LaRue, his | 


sister, contributes a single number, 
“Granadas” effectively, and _ pro- 
vides yocal background to his big 
moment. 

The Ciro Rimac flash act, with 
assistance by Charlie Boy, Rubita 
|and Reinita, hits well with the 
;audience in South American song 
and dance. It’s a production affair 
| that offers a colorful and fast-mov- 
ing session. 

Barney Grant dispenses rube hu- 
mor for good results. Generally, his 
act seems to burlesque rural wit, 


| but on an act surrounded by corn, | 


jhe fits neatly into the pattern. Lee 
| Davis’ monolog gets off standard 
|gags for good audience response. 
|Edwards Bros., at the finale, im- 

| press with excellent acrobatics. 
The Bartons (4), 
and Gini, and Southernaires 
are discussed under New Acts. 
Jose. 


(4), 


Empire, London 
London, June 12. 

Empire Girls (24), Empire Bal- 
let (20), Choral Ensemble (12), 
| Cooper Twins, Slim Rhyder, Pame- 
|la Kail with Dennis & Gordon Gil- 
bert, Fayne & Evans, George Mela- 
chrino & Orch; “Father of the 
Bride” (M-G), 





Vaude shows at the Empire are 
now settling down to something 
| approaching a standard -routine. 
The bulk of the show continues to 
be taken care of by the house fea- 
tures, and the balance is made up, 
usually, by a trio of outside acts. 
These are of varying quality, de- 
pending more on availability than 
choice. 
| The current production sticks 
'fairly rigidly to this accepted for- 
|mula, but adds up to an hour of 
|pleasing entertainment. It’s a 
‘bright and colorful production, 


'with a mirth-provoking blackout | with a nifty opening, of precision | 


dancing and imaginatively con- 
ceived ballet. As usual, it’s the Em- 
pire dancers who click for the big- 
gest ovation, 

First of the three outside acts 
/are the Cooper Twins, with a good 
‘range of acrobatic knockabout 
which combines a high degree of 
|skill with a neat comedy. Slim 
Rhyder, billed as the comedy cy- 
clist, does very little cycling in the 
first five minutes of his show, but 
plays for easy laughs. His windup 
on two wheelers and unicycle justi- 
fies the billing. Fayne and Evans, 
a pair of slick impressionists with 
'material of topical British appeal, 
/covering radio personalities and 

British sportcasters, get over 
neatly. 





The staging has the sock quality | 


'of a Nat Karson production. Light- 
‘ing and general effects are excel- 
| lent. Presentation, costuming and 
|planning maintain usual standard 
at this house. With the film, “Father 
of the Bride,” which got rave press 
notices, the show should do strong 
“biz despite the present heatwave, 
Myro. 





Paul Kohler | 


forward somersaults that gets the 
trio off to sock hand. Karl and 
King, ventro team, pair efforts for 
nifty payoff, working with two 
dummies, and ending with six fig- 
ures. Some of the quips are a bit 
aged, but the novelty of fast talk- 
ing-and-moving group work, espe- 
cially in the song sessions, regis- 
ters well. 

Ross Wyse, Jr., and Peggy 
Womack are suitable comedy fare 
with sorrowful-faced comedian giv- 
ing himself a workout as he 
falls in attempts at cartwheels. 
Miss Womack, lush brunet, does 
nicely in her song and repartee 
with partner. Adagio lesson pro- 
vokes yocks for neat finale. 

Carl Sands orch revives one of 
‘its hit pieces, “Malaguena” for a 
| spirited rendition, with maestro 
taking over the piano for slick 
fingering. Zabe. 





Chicago, Chi 

Chicago, June 16. 
Patti Thomas & Freshmen (2), 
Novellos (2), Peter Lind Hayes & 
Mary Healy, Louis Basil Orch; 

\“Father of the Bride” (M-G). 
| Chi theatre this week has de- 
cided to cut the number of acts 
and depend on the teevee draw 
of Peter Lind Hayes and Mary Hea- 
ily, plus the picture to bring them 
‘in. With some re-routining bill 
should run briskly. However, run- 





/ning near to 30 minutes for a clos- | 
ing act is long; stint would be bet- 


ter received sliced, and if possible, 
worked through the show. 
| Hayes has a good commercial in- 


'tro which permits some fancy mug- | 


iging and rib-tickling takeoffs on 
the different types of singers as 
|viewed through the eye of a Fitz- 
Patrick travelog camera. However, 
| his last bit, that of a bebop devotee 
should be dropped, as it’s anti- 
climactic to his chuckler of corny, 
“You Are My Sunshine.” Bebop 
stint is just lots of noise. 

Miss Healy, attractively gowned, 
does nifty satires of pop singers. 
Her carbons of Lena Horne and 
| Ethel Merman are solid. She then 
itakes over for a Rose Murphy num- 
‘ber and Hayes counters with what’s 
supposed to be Jan Peerce, but 
sounds more like Jerry Colonna, 
|in schmaltzing of “Blue Bird of 
| Happiness.” 
| Next duet “Baby, 


is It’s Cold 
|Closer, which Hayes does solo, is 
| his classic of the lone drunk, about 
ito be divorced, at a bar. He pulls 
|all stops on this one, and while 
| getting laughs, also makes it a 
| heart-tugging bit. 

| Patti Thomas and The Fresh- 
|men, recruits from the Bob Hope 
|tour, are a young, refreshing dance 
{trio with original routines, and pat- 


ter. Gal is a good dancer, and trio | 
|registers with a hustle-bustle bit | 


| called “Traffic.” However, they get 
more in the familiar idiom with a 
fastie, “I Got Rhythm.” Gal sheds 
lower half of gown and appears 
|in grass-like skirt te imitate, with 
| Jack Cole overtones, Hawaiian hip 
\slingers done to “Hawaiian War 
| Chant.” 
| The Novellos are excellent in 
\their stint on high ladder, with 
male getting off some _ difficult 
walking stunts. Shapely femme is 
neatly received for her work on 
the trapeze. 

Louis Basil orcla does nice back- 
ing and also number to-open the 
show. Zabe. 


Olympia, Miami 
Miami, June 18. 
The Vagabonds, Dick Brown, 
Larry Daniels, DeMattiazzi & Dolls 


“No Man of Her Own” (Par), 





For first time in this house an 


Vagabonds, with their screwy ap- 
proach to their instrumentals and 


Three C’s, Les Rhode House Orch; | He's singer and humorist with a 
distinctive style which has made 
|him a Paris fave. He mixes songs 
'and stories for nice returns. 

act has been held over, the Vaga- | 


bonds. Zany quartet heads a fast | 
paced lineup that clicks all the 
way. 


vocals, keep the applause rolling. | 


A.B.C., Paris 
Paris, June 17. 
Les Towa, Les Vandel’s, Freddy 
Alberti, Paul Peri, Les Ramses, 
France Clery, Salici Puppets, Lady 
Patachou, 4 Richys, Jean Weber, 
Tay-Ru, Henri Salvador. F 








Mitty Goldin agd Leon Ledoux, 
‘aided by manager Joe Brooke, have 


| gone overboard on current display, 


‘which should do capacity and has 
/good chances for a holdover. It is 
‘well balanced, and has been heavi- 
ly publicize@, with press capitaliz- 
'ing on friendship between Maurice 
Chevalier and Lady Patachou, well 
'known to Parisians, an@ making 
her vaude debut here. * 

Emceed by personable Yvonne 
| Solal, opening act. is Les Towa, 
|mixed team in fast juggling of 
itennis balls, and pacing pooch- 
es in standard tricks. Next is 
Les Vandels, whose act is of the 
British comedy type, attired as two 
men, revealing at bowoff that one 
is a gal. Harpist Freddy Alberti in- 
cludes classical and pop mu- 
sic in her routine for neat returns, 
Paul Peri, a fave with Paris nitery 
patrons, registers in his song 
stanza, which includes numbers 
popularized by Charles Trenet. 

Next is Les Ramses, three men 
and a girl. Latter acts as un- 
derstander in their balancing-acro 
act. Also do pyramiding and other 
| stunts which win hefty applause. 
| After warbling stint of chan- 
toosey France Clery, comes Salici 
Puppets. The act is_ present- 
ed in a velvet theatre built on 
stage, which at finale discloses the 
| quartet that has been manipulat- 
i\ing the dolls. They also get a 
hefty mitt. 

Then comes the act they’ve been 
waiting for: Lady Patachou. She 
appeafs in white shirtwaist and 
blue skirt. On opening night, 
_Chevalier, who was in the iouse, 
went up on stage and introduced 
her to the audience. Getting big 
| reception, he explained that she 
had that same Menilmoniant ( Paris 
equivalent of the Bowery) touch 
'which made him, and would make 


| her successful. 


| 


| Outside,” which gets fine hand. | 


Lady Patachou runs a restaurant 
in Montmartre, where she hostes- 
ses and entertains via audience 
} participation in singing of choruses 
of rowdy songs. With consider- 
ably sapoliod routine, she man- 
|ages to retain the same vivacity 
that has made her famous in her 
own place and also gets audience 
participation on “Grand Orchestre” 
and other items. 


She opens with “Troulala,” the 
|most risque number of routine, for 
boff returns. Follows with “Petit 
Bal,” “Barbe a Tonton,” Pourvu 
que j’aie,” and “Grand Orchestre” 
\for additional applause. For encore 
She does “C’est vous” and “Au 
bout de la semaine.” After audi- 
ence kept yelling for more she 
‘comes back for “Alouette” and a 
_beg-off. , 


After intermission Four Richys, 
girl and three men, offer acro- 
contortion feats for heavy returns, 
| Jean Weber, Comedie Francaise 
‘star, who took up conjuring as a 
hobby, does some nifty tricks for 
neat returns. 

Next to closing is Tay-Ru, with 
3 femme handling the props. He 
'sets up a lamppost as base for his 
| slick equilibristics, sparked by bal- 
'ancing on finger. 

Henri Salvador closes the show. 


Mazi. 








——— 


Show Biz Names 


Continued from page 1 





- Oriental, Chi 


Chicago, June ‘15. 
The Rudells (3), Karl & King, 


'Ross Wyse, Jr. & Peogy Womack, 


Jimmy Wakely, Carl Sands Orch; 
“Rogues 


(Col). 





Jimmy Wakely, singing cowboy 
and disk artist, is a refreshing an- 
titnesis of the swaggering cowboy 
type, and gets by on the merits of 
his vocals. He sticks wisely to the 
more popular folk tunes. Playing 
his own accomps on guitar he tees 
off with “She’s Mine, All Mine” 
and segues into “I Love You So 
Much It Hurts.” In between, singer 
gives a little background on the 
tunes, displaying a wry wit. There’s 
another quickie in “Out On the 
Texas Plains,” and for a solid en- 
core he reprises “Ida,” 

The Rudells are fine openers in 
their trampoline work. Although 
capers of tramp comedian garners 
laughs, it’s the excellent solo work 
of other male who flips through 
hoops with, some, hackward, and 


of Sherwood Forest”, 


Dick Brown, “Stop the Music”: 
singer, comes teens in fine style | Henry Faulk, and Humphrey Dou- 
with his versions of pops. Person-|lens, concert manager and Va- 
able lad has easy, confident deliv- r1rety’s Westport, Conn., mugg. 
ery Po sells his song stylings for; [Lecture and special attractions 
SS Se division of NCAC, headed by Sel- 
a a oe MP oon ‘ma Warlick, offers actress Aline 
dles introes nicely and clicks in | MacMahon, producer-publicist Jean 
own spot with satire on a radio Dalrymple, and Etta Moten (from 
giveaway and impreshes. “Porgy and Bess”), from legit; and 

Almost copping applause honors H. R. Baukhage, Larry Lesueur, 
is DeMattiazzi and “dancing dolls.” CBS’ Bill Costello, Frazier Hunt, 
It’s a novel offering that mixes Dave Elman, George Fielding Eliot, 
comedy and expert manipulation of William Slater and humorist Har- 
mariomets for results. ry Hershfield from radio. 





| 
| 


Three C’s, instrumental-vocal| (thers include comedian Morey 
a “y i sin naga, Ps Amsterdam, Congressman (and ex- 


\actress) Helen A oar Douglas, 
‘ballerina Irene Hawthorne, actress 
HAL PEARY’S NITERY DATE ‘ Michael Strange, monologist Jeanne 
Houston, June 20. Welty, balladeer Tom Scott, musi- 
Current at the Shamrock Hotel cologist Boris Goldovsky, baritone 
here is Hal Peary, “The Great Gil- Bruce Foote, diseuse Bernice Kam- 
dersleeve” and Gloria Holliday. \sler, pianist Leo Podolsky, the 
They’re in for a two-week stay. | Southernaires, the Melodaires, and 
Henry King and his orch provide the Margaret Webster Shakespe 
the dance music, : , jan-Shaw troupe... 
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About 225 Barns Seen in Operation; 
At Least 66 Tryouts Scheduled 


With the strawhat season already * 


on. it’s indicated there'll be about 
225 barns in operation by mid- 
July. However, it’s doubtful wheth- 
er last year's record high of ap- 
proximately 250 strawhatters will 
be reached. There are currently, 
according to the latest reports re- 
ceived, 214 playhouses slated to 
function this summer. At this time 
last year, about 235 theatres were 
reported set to light up. 

Decrease; however, has had little 


effect on the number of barn try- 
outs planned, as compared to those 
offered last year. A minimum of 
66 new shows have been skedded 
for testing in silos this season. 
There were 62 preems set at this 
time last year 

Nine of the new works will be 
offered at the Westport, Conn., 
playhouse, the Theatre Guild's 


“farm.” These are A. B. Shiffrin’s 
“Angel in the Pawn Shop.” June 
25: Lawrence Langner’s “The Life 
of the Party,” July 10; William 
Marchant’s “Within a Glass Bell,” 
July 24; Arnold Schulman’s “My 
Fiddle Has Three Strings,” July 
31: Garson Kanin’s “The Live 
Wire.” Aug 14; Jane Bowles’ and 
Oliver Smith's “In the Summer- 
house,” Aug. 28; George Nortford’s 
“Head of the Family,” Sept. 4; 
Davis Snow’s “The Long Days.” 
date not yet set; and “Amazing 
Adele,” adapted from the French 
by Garson Kanin. 

Preems elsewhere include: 
Devil Also Dreams,” with 
Luce, Francis L. Sullivan 
Richard Waring, skedded for the 
Somerset, Mass., strawhat and 
other barns; Lynn Riggs’ ‘“Borned 
in Texas,’ with Marsha Hunt and 
Anthony Quinn, at the Newport, 
R. LL. Casino, Aug. 14; “Officers 
Are Gentlemen,” at Duxbury, 
Mass., Playhouse, June 27; ‘No, 
Not the Russians,” at Deer Lake. 
Pa., theatre; “Thunder On the 
Left,” at Hedgerow theatre, Moy- 
lan, Pa. 


“The 
Claire 
and 


More Premieres 
“Best of Spirits,” 
Mam County playhouse, Mahopac, 
N. Y., July 18; Selena Royle’s 
“Especially Mother,” scheduled for 
the Pompton Lakes, N. J., summer 
theatre; “The Elevator Man,” by 
Don Orlando Cord and Shirl Hen- 
dry, at Greenbush theatre, Blau- 
velt, N. Y.; Richard Kirk’s “A Dol- 
ar Down,” at Malden Bridge, 

. Y., summer theatre; “The Mail- 
man,” slated for the Maverick the- 
atre, Woodstock, N. Y.: Warner 
Law's “Dorothy,” at Hillgarn the- | 
atre, San Mateo, Cal., in July; 
“Barefoot at Canossa,” an adapta- 
= of Pirandello’s “Henry IV,” 

y John R. Baxter, at Sea Cliff, 
L. I., summer theatre; Aurand Har- 
ris’ “And Never Been Kissed” and 
William Happ’s “Windfall,” both at 
Robert Daggett Playhouse, West- 
boro, Mass.; “Check and Double,” 
by Morton Krouse and Leonard 
Plato, at Blythewood Island, Loon 
Lake, Chestertown, N. Y., July 1: 
*“Mourner’s Bench,” also at Blythe- 
wood. 

Also, Mildred Hoyle’s “The Cen- 
taurs,” at McLean, Va.. summer 
theatre. “Professor Cupid,” “Light- 
hing in December” and “The Man 
Whe Grew Younger,” all by Nor- 
‘man Robert Ford, at his theatre 
in Verbank, N. Y.; and “Take Me 
to Town,” a musical, at Guy Palm- 
erton’s Drama Festival, Worcester, 
Mass. 

Also Paul Slocumb’s “Be It Ever 
So Humble,” at Ye Beare and Ye 
og theatre, Virginia Beach, Va., 

ug. 1; Louis Verneuil’s “Affairs of 
State,” at Falmouth playhouse, 
Coonamessett, Mass., Aug. 7: Ash- 
fey Duke’s adaptation of Henri 

ecque’s “Parisienne,” at Cape 

layhouse, Dennis, Mass.., July 17: 

Alvan and Allison Sulloway’s 

Open Season” at Duxbury, Mass., 
playhouse, July 11; Denis John- 
ston’s “The Golden Cuckoo,” at 
Provincetown, Mass., playhouse, 
Aug. 7; “The House Off the 

quare” and “It’s a Living,” July 
25 and Aug. 15, respectively, at 

reenbush theatre, Blauvelt, N. xe 
and Philip King’s “See How They 
pet at Barn playhouse, Bolton 
anding, N. Y., and other theatres. 
Also Eva Greene’s and Richard 


Also, at Put- 


Blake’s “Duet For One,” at Reper- 
ory theatre, Chautauqua, N. Y., 


uly 12; “Sugar and Spice,” at Old 
own theatre, Smithtown Branch, 
. L, Aug. 21; “Wa-Happen” (July 
} “Easy Does It ” (12), “Round 
e Go” (15), “Revue on a Shoe- 
String” (22) and “Pull Up a Chair” 


a (Continued on page 51) 





Cleve. Cain’s New Policy 
Of Four 2-Week Shows 


Cleveland, June 20. 


Thirteenth season of the 3,000- | 


capacity Cain Park Summer Am- 
phitheatre rolls off the line tonight 
(Tues.) with “Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” by a stock cast of 200, and 
Benno Frank as the new artistic 
director of the municipally oper- 
ated plant in Cleveland Heights. 


Breaking away from. previous 
policy of putting on new bills 
weekly, Dr. Frank and Dina Rees 
Evans, general supervisor, will 


produce only four shows this year, 
each running 10 days over a two- 
week period 

Schedule includes 
July 4-15 and “Green 
Lilaes” (July 18-29), 
directed by Marvin 
“Bartered Bride,” to 
Aug. 1-12 by Vernon Hammond, 
head of American Opera Co. of 
Philadelphia. Productions are be- 
ing planned on a spectacular scale 
by Frank, who is staging “Mid- 
summer Night’s Dream” along the 
same lavish lines of his pre-Hitler 
edition, which ran 500 perform- 
ances in the annual Heidelburg 
festivals. 


Small-Fee Talent Market, 
Dancer Pensions, Chicago 


Opera House, on AGMA List 


Means for bringing together the 
small-fee concert artists, 
clubs or organizations that utilize 
such talent, was one of the topics 
taken up at the second annual con- 
vention of the American Guild of 
Musical Artists. held in N. Y. last 
weekend (16-18). AGMA feels 
there are many artists who work 
for $50, $100 or $200, who aren’t 
big enough to be handled by the 
concert bureaus because commis- 
sions are too small, and who may 
not be fully acquainted with vari- 
ous markets. Hence it plans to 
develop a directory of such artists 
and their engagement opportuni- 
ties. and bring the two together. 

The singer-dancer union is also 
trving to arouse interest among 
Chicagoan capital for the reopen- 
ing of the Chicago Opera House. 
AGMA claims that the house, opera 
costumes and sets are all available, 
and there’s enough high-grade tal- 
ent around to get the once-famous 
institution functioning again. A 
number of Metropolitan Opera 
singers, who were not re-engaged 
for the N. Y. season next fall, are 
also available. 

AGMA also discussed a plan 
whereby ballet dancers might be- 
come eligible for pensions. This 
is a revolutionary step in both the 
dance and concert worlds. Because 
most ballet organizations are non- 
profit setups, they aren’t forced by 
law to carry unemployment insur- 
ance (although some managements 
voluntarily do so). Dancers aren’t 
eligible, therefore, for old-age ben- 
efits or un-employment insurance. 
Furthermore, dancers are usually 
“old” and unable to work when 40. 


“Brigadoon” 
Grow the 
both guest- 
Kline, and 
be directed 





AGMA is mulling a retirement | 


plan for dancers of 40, with man- 
agements and dancers sharing in 
the costs, and dancers being eligi- 
ble for benefits after 20 years’ 


work in one or various companies. | 


Under the plan, employers would 
pay 5°o of a dancer’s weekly wage, 
and the dancers 3%. 





2 Cleve. College Troupes 


Setting Up Strawhatters 


Cleveland, June 20. 

Showboat Players from Kent 
State U. and summer troupe from 
Bowling Green State U. are setting 
up two new strawhatters here. 
First campus group, which acted on 
an Ohio River showboat two 
|Seasons ago, leased the Chagrin 
Valley theatre for a repertory of 
eight plays under direction of 
Robert Wallace. Starter is “10 
, Nights in Bar Room” June* 28. 
Bowling Green campus players 
j}are moving into the Huron (O.) 
| Playhouse June 28, bowing in with 
“Brother Rat” for five days. Fol- 
lowing it are “Light Up the Sky,” 
\July 5-9; “Importance of Being 
| Earnest,” July 12-16; “Born Yester- 
\day,” July 19-23; “Uncle Tom's 
|Cabin,” July 26-30; “Two Blind 
| Mice,” Aug. 2-6; “Othello,” Aug. 
9-13; all under the supervision of 
Frederick G, Walsh, drama prof 
at B.G.S.U, 


and the | 


Longhair Shorts 


Jan Peerce makes his South 


at Bogota, Colombia. He’s due back 
for a Lewisohn Stadium, N. Y.., 
appearance July 22, then sails for 
his first tour of Israei Sol 


Hurok left last week for Europe on | 
. William Kapell, | 


a talent hunt. . 
who was heard with the NBC 
Symphony Sunday (18), sails for 
Europe July 15 after dates at 
Robin Hood Dell, Philly; Lewisohn 
Stadium, N. Y., and Ravinia Park, 
Chi. 

Massimo Freccia, New Orleans 
Symphony conductor, awarded de- 
gree of doctor of music at Tulane 


Setup Scrambled 


Chicago, June 20. 

Chi legit house situation will be 
complicated further next fall when 
NBC takes over the 1,000-seater 
Harris, as soon as “Two Blind 
Mice” completes its run, which is 
figured about Labor Day. NBC 
will drop the Studebaker, a slight- 
ly larger house, for the more mod- 
ern and_=e air-conditioned north 
Loop located spot. Network has 
had the Studebaker under lease 
for the past six months beaming 
“Saturday Night Revue” and two 
other programs from the house. 
Rental is $2,000 weekly, 

However. while the Studebaker, 
in the past several years has been 
getting only a few spot bookings, 
the Harris has been fairly heavily 
booked, due to the location and 
better seating arrangements. Its 
sister house, the Selwyn, has been 
used mainly for longrun, advanced- 
price films and has been vacant for 
the last four months. Whether or 
not the house will revert to legit 
this fall, depends on whether or 
not the theatre situation gets tight 
again. 

Shubert is likely taken for the 
next year with the national com- 
pany of “South Pacific’ and the 
Great Northern is hoping for one 
or more of the lesser musicals. 
Erlanger, home of most of the 
Theatre Guild attractions, seems 
set for 1950-51, which leaves the 
Studebaker and Blackstone, both 
on the south end of the downtown 


area, to service wandering and 
spot attractions. If the television 
studio situation” gets worse, it 


seems as if negotiations will be en- 
tered into to take over another of 
the Shubert properties. CBS, 
which has no video studio of its 
own, affiliating itself with WBKB, 
on a Short time arrangement, may 
be in the market for studio space 
soon, 





“Moves to Force Cuts In 
_ ‘Harvey,’ ‘Born’ Strawhat 


Royalties Collapse 


Efforts of the Stock Managers 
Assn. to “boycott” ‘‘Harvey” and 
“Born Yesterday” and force a re- 
duction of royalties for the two 
comedies has apparently failed. 
Bookings for each of the two plays 
number about 25 so far. In most 
cases the royalty rate of about 8- 
812° against an $800 minimum 
has reportedly been maintained. 
Average royalty for recent Broad- 
| way offerings is 4°. 
Despite agitation by 


strawhat 


managements, agents for the two, 


plays have refused to cut down 
the royalty fees, pointing out that 
stars are paid $1,000 and up to 
appear in the works. Agents feel 
that the drawing power of both 
plays is above average, and that 
therefore authors should receive 
higher royalties. It’s also felt that 
a royalty reduction would merely 
mean that managers “would pay 
more to the stars. 

Reports SMA reps that there 
have been numerous cases of re- 
ductions in royalties for the two 
plays is generally discounted. How- 


ever, it’s reported that certain con- | 


cessions have been given to some 
silos with particularly small ca- 
pacities or where other special cir- 
cumstances prevai!l. Many of the 
deals for both plays were set be- 
fore the SMA “boycott” was at- 
tempted and others involve opera- 
tors outside the SMA ranks. SMA, 
it’s noted, has no powers of en- 
forcement or discipline. 


“Harvey” is handled by the 
Brandt & Brandt agency and 
“Born Yesterday” by Samuel 
\ French, 


Atlantic City Gets Barn; Arena For 


American debut tomorrow (Thurs.) ; 


Albany Area; Bucks, Circus Perk 


Atlantic City, June 20. 


The Atlantic City Playhouse will 
open here June 30, offering Bert 
Wheeler in “Harvey” in the old 
Hippodrome on the Million Dollar 
Pier. Initial play will be followed 
by nine other shows, including 
“Born Yesterday,” “On the Town,” 
“Pal Joey” and “The Second Man.” 

Playhouse will be operated by 
Bill Blood, who was reeently with 
the Westchester Playhouse in 
Mount Kisco, N. Y., Bill Robbins, 
who served as a captain in the OSS 
and has worked as an assistant di- 
rector for Louis Jouvet in Frafice. 

Playhouse will seat 2,100 and be- 
cause of size operators will keep 
prices at $2 top, with $3 top for 
musicals. They will offer group 
and subscription ticket plans, too. 


Albany Area Arena 
Albany, June 20. 

The Albany area will have its 
first opportunity to see arena thea- 
tre when a summer group ainder 
the management of Thomas Beall 
Chatham and Homer Lawrence 
Poupart opens June 27 in a tent 
at Crooked Lake, back of Troy. 
“Hay Fever” will be the _ initial 
offering of a 10-week season. The 
canvass will be pitched on the old 
Methodist church farm property at 
the lakeside resort. 

Strawhat will be tagged the Red 
Barn Theatre. Beall and Poupart 
have been associated with the 
American Academy of Dramatic 
Arts. Poupart is a member of a 
former wellknowr. Troy family. 
Vednesday night openings are 
scheduled. Tickets for the audi- 
ence-closeup operation are now on 
sale in Albany. 


Circus Builds Slowly 
Lambertville, N. J., June 20. 

Plagued by foul weather for five 
or six nights, St. John Terrell’s 
Music Circus in its second bill, 
“The Cat and the Fiddle.” built 
slowly over a tough get-off week. 
SRO shingle, which adorned arena 
canvas operation in its smaller tent 
last year, was hung out in new 
1,200-seater on Saturday night 
only. r 

Seldom revived, “The Cat and 
the Fiddle’ was accorded a good 
press, but there was some carp- 
ing about antiquity of the book in 
contrast to streamlined staging 
methods, which utilized aisles, 
circle stage and other back-to-the- 
Greeks devices. Charles Evans’ 
lattice-like decor, which pew-hold- 
ers could peer through, came in 
for special mention. Jean Nelson 
and Dick Smart were featured in 


the Kern musical, and proved at- 


, comics, 


tractive as well as vocally satisfy- 
ing. Betty Ann Neiman and Jack 
Blair drew applause as dancing 
with Robert Feyti again 
standing out in a non-singing com- 
edy spot. 

Arthur Kent is back to sing op- 
posite Winifred Heidt and Dorothy 
MacNeil in “The Song of Norway” 
opening tonight (20). Given a 
break on weather, Terrell looks set 
to repeat his bonanza biz of his 
first year. He’s reconciled in fu- 
ture seasons to using special pro- 
motion gimmicks and party book- 
ings to get them in for opener and 
subsequent June weeks. 


La Jolla’s Opener 
La Jolia, Cal., June 20. 

Marie MeDonald ard _ Robert 
Ryan will star in “Born Yesterday,” 
which opens the La Jolla (Cal.) 
Playhouse season July 4. James 
Neilson directs. Second play of the 
season will be “Claudia,” with 
Joan Caulfield and Don DeFore, 
directed by Miss Caulfield’s hus- 
band, Frank Ross. 

Pasedena Playhouse tees its 
“Summer Drama Festival” tonight 
(20) with “Hobson's Choice,” come- 
dy by Harold Brighouse. 


‘Language’ At Bucks 
New Hope, Pa., June 20. 

Martha Scott in “Another Lan- 
guage” last week gave the Bucks 
County Playhouse one of its most 
Satisfactory bills in recent years, 
yet take was disappointing by this 
house’s SRO standards. Press was 
uniformly excellent and there was 
a noticeable influx of customers 
due to notices. But there was not 
much advance’ and producer 
Theron Bamberger stated the take 
was not as good as his worst stanza 


last year. It built over the poor , 


| opener gross of the previous week, 
however. 

The Rose Franken drama fea- 
tured Herbert Rudley as husband 
and Henry Barnard as _ artistic 
nephew in the revival staged by 
John O’Shaughnessy. Miss Scott, 
Rudley and Barnard are trouping 
the summer circuit as a basic unit 
in “Language.” 

Florence Reed in “The Royal 
Family” opened last night (19) to 
best advance of season. 





Worcester Arena Preems 
Worcester, June 20. 
Alan Gray Holmes’ new Theatre- 
in-the-Round on the Speedway at 
Coes Pond opens tonight (20) with 
“Peg O' My Heart.”” Dorothy Slade 
has the lead, with the company 
also including David Wright, Anita 
| Mangler, Earl Dossey, Wally Howe, 


| Joseph Thovato, Nadine Mangan, 
| Carroll Saint, Dorothy Cobb and 


Alice Lindberg. Valentine Bean is 
director. 

The theatre, reconstructed from 
a round ballroom, seats 475 in 
eight tiers that circle the stage. 


Brattleboro Bows July 12 


Brattleboro, Vt., June 20. 

Harry L. Young will open his 
Brattleboro strawhatter July 12 
with “The Vinegar Tree.” Young 
has scheduled “Born Yesterday” 
for the second week, on the split 
between Brattleboro and Green- 
field, Mass. He planned to do the 


Garson Kanin comedy the first 
week, but Dodie Bauer and Jud- 
son Pratt, whom Young diretted 


during a three weeks’ run at Mal- 
colm Atterbury’s Playhouse in Al- 
bany, were not available then. 


Miss Bauer will first play the 
Judy Holliday role at Ogunquit, 
Me. Pratt opened last week in 


“Born Yesterday” opposite Shelley 


Winters at Princeton, N. J. and 
will tour with the film star until 
she sails for Europe in the middle 
of July. 


Burke at Skowhegan 
Skowhegan, Me., June 20. 
Melville Burke arrived here Sun- 
day (18) to take over direction 
chores at the Lakewood Playhouse 


as a busman’s holiday from his 
duties with NBC television. 
Playhouse is presenting “As 


Husbands Go” during the current 
week. Upcoming productions in- 
clude “Clutterbuck,” ‘Goodbye, 
My Fancy,” “Harvey,” “Born Yes- 
terday,.” “Light Up The Sky” and 
“Two Blind Mice.” No tryouts are 
presently contemplated. 


Anglin’s New Post 


Boston, June 20. 
-Paul Anglin, formerly publicity 
rep ot Universal films in this dis- 
trict, has been appointed manager 
of the Cohasset Summer Playhouse 
in nearby Cohasset. 
Season tees off July 
“Arms and the Man.” 


3 with 


Matunuck To Tee Off 


Al Jones will open the 1950 sea- 
son at his Theatre-By-The-Sea, 
Matunuck, R. 1., Monday (26) with 
Gloria Jean in “Strictly Dishonor- 
able.” His resident staff will in- 
clude Sam Wren as director, Danny 
Johnson as scene designer, George 
Hunter as production stage man- 


ager, and Philippa Hastings as 
technical director. 
Jones also sponsors the Matu- 


nuck School of the Theatre, with 
George Martin as instructor. Mem- 
_ bers of the resident company at 
| Matunuck include William David, 
Virginia Sale, Allan Stapleton, Roy 
Hammerman, William Pierson, 
| Robert Cunningham, Gretchen 
Houser, Gregg Juarez, Betty Ab- 
_bott and Donald Gunn. 


Webster at Woodstock 
Woodstock, N, Y., June 20. 
Margaret Webster’s Co. will 

open a 10-week season at the Wood- 
|Stock Piavhouse July 1, with Eva 
/Le Gallienne in “Fortunato” and 
the professional American pre- 
mier of Giraudoux’s “The Apollo 
of Bellac,” featuring Miss Webster. 
First bill will run through July 
8, with matinees Tuesday (4) and 
Saturday. 
| Evening scale is $1.20 to $3; mat- 
inee, 90c. ta $2.40, tax included. 


This is Miss Webster's first season 
here. 








Malden Bridge Opening 
Malden Bridge, N. Y., June 20. 
The Maiden Bridge Players will 

open their season July 1 in “Hol- 
iday,” performing the Philip Barry 
comedy through July 4. “The Wal- 
rus and the Carpenter” will be 
Ziven July 6. Thereafter, the open- 
er will be on Wednesday night, as 


(Continued on page 52) 
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Silo Mgrs. the Cause—& Cure—On 


Excessive Star Fees, Equity Feels 


Complaints by 
managers against allegedly exces- 
<ive salary demands for guest star 
ances are generally taken 
jightly by officials of Actors Equity. 
according to the union, the five- 
day rehearsal rule would have im- 
prov ed the situation, but the Stock 


appear 


Managers Assn. raised such a 
furore that Equity dropped the | 
move. The managers themselves 
created the problem and could 
cure it if they cared enough to 


do so, Equity representatives feel. 

fhe prevailing attitude within 
the union has tended to become 
less sympathetic to the strawhat- 
ters in recent months, it appears. 
it's felt that most of the agitation 
avainst star demands, Equity regu- 
lations, author royalties and the 
like comes from the relatively suc- 
cessful managements, . while 
smaller spots tend to be too pre- 
occupied with meeting the constant 
production and operating hazards 
to have time for propaganda 
against talent demands. 

Equity leaders familiar with 
siock conditions estimate that 
about a dozen of the top cowbarns 
‘including the most strenuous crit- 
ics of Equity and Dramatists Guild 
requirements) make an average 
profit of from $10,000 to $15,000 
apiece per season. Most silo im- 
pressarios earn at least a liveli- 
hood, and the more successful ones 
make enough to support them in 
comparative comfort for the bal- 
ance of the year. In contrast, it’s 
believed, few Broadway producers 
make any such income over a 
40-week season. 

Supporting Players Hit 

According to Equity officials, the 
leading strawhatters have made a 
consistent profit year after year, 
despite war conditions, rising star 


demands, author royalties and 
other much-publicized difficulties. 
However, the real victims of in- 


creased fees are the general run 
of supporting players who form the 
backbone of any stock company or 
touring production. Their already- 
limited salaries have tended to be 
squeezed to make room for higher 
pay for the guest names. 

the prevailing attitude among 
Eqvuity officials is that the star sit- 
uation is basically unhealthy. But 

‘Continued on page 5v) 


Farrell Already in Three 
Shows for Next Season; 


Plans to Do Musical 


Anthony Brady Farrell, producer 
of “Texas, Li’l Darlin’,” at his 








summer stock + 


the | 


Touch’ May Go Into 





| “Touch and Go,” which has re- 
paid its backers $78,000 of their 
$100,000 investment, may _  ulti- 
mately get into the black from its 
Share of the London production 
and from incidental additional rev- 
enue. The Broadway venture gets 
25% of the authors’ 5°) royalty 
from the West End presentation. 

The George Abbott production, 
financed at $100,000 ‘with the pro- 
ducer supplying most of the bank- 
roll, though under various names), 
actually cost $104,151.. It made an 
operating profit of $83,512 and has 
had additional assets of $1,807 
since its closing last March. That 
leaves an undistributed surplus of 
$3,168 at present. 


Hudson to NBC: 


~ Detective’ Moves 


After reportedly chilling on the 
deal, NBC _ yesterday (Tues. ) 
bought the Hudson theatre, N. Y., 
for use as a television studio. The 
{company will take immediate title 





to the house, so “Detective Story,” | 


the Sidney Kingsley melodrama hit 
current there, will move at the 
end of next week to the Broad- 
hurt, N. Y., reopening there July 
3. NBC is understood to have paid 
$600,000 for the Hudson. 
Negotiations, which have been in 


progress for several weeks, came | 


to a virtual standstill last week, 
but were suddenly resumed Mon- 
day (19) and quickly culminated 
in an agreement. Previously, the 
network had sought to lease the 
property, preferably for a_ three- 
| year term, but the owners held out 
for outright sale. 

A possibly complicating factor in 
the situation has been the reported 


difference of opinion among the | 
owners on the desirability of dis- | 


posing of the theatre. Howard 
Lindsay and Russel Crouse are 
,understood to have opposed the 
jidea, while Elliott Nugent 


lsumably because of the capital 
igains angle. The remaining co- 
|owner, Leland Hayward, is be- 
‘lieved to have strung along with 


Nugent and Culiman on the ques- tributed another $15,000 in operat- | 


tion. 
| The owners, who bought the 
| 1,057-seat theatre in 1944 for about 


Black With London Bow 


and | 
| Howard S. Cullman favored it, pre- | 


| Well-Suited 


Anthony Brady Farrell, mil- 
lionaire industrialist, producer 
and theatre owner, has a $70,- 
000 suit of clothes, custom- 
made by Eaves Costume Co. 
As he explains, Eaves supplied 
_ the costumes for his produc- 
| tion of two seasons ago, “All 
| for Love,” at a cost of $70,000. 
The firm tossed in the suit as 
a goodwill bonus. 

“It has two pair of pants,” 
Farrell adds. 








‘Union’ Plagiarism Suit 
Settlement of Interest 


To Pix Firms, Publishers 


Rose Silverman Millstein, plain- 
tiff in a recent plagiarism suit 
against Howard Lindsay’ and 
Russel Crouse, authors, and Leland 
i; Hayward, producer, of “State of 
the Union,” has waived the right 
to appeal the recent court dismissal 
of the claim. Her action was in 
consideration of 


Under New York law, the loser in 
j}any plagiarism suits must pay the 
legal costs of both parties. 

The verdict in the “Union” case, 
issued' by Federal Judge Simon H. 
Rifkind, established a _ precedent 
in plagiarism actions, since it gave 
a summary judgment to the de- 
fendants. on the _ ground that 
there was no similarity under the 
plagiarism law between the plain- 
tiff’s play, “A Lady Goes to Con- 
gress,” and “Union.” 
the courts had held that such cases 
should go to trial no matter how 
fantastic 
claim that the defendant 
“aecess” to the plaintifi’s literary 
work. : 

The effect of the “Union” deci- 


sion is to limit the previous court | 


rulings to cases in which there is 


'a similarity under the plagiarism | 
law between the scripts of plaintiff | 
wnere | 


defendant. In cases 
there is no similarity under the 
plagiarism law, summary judg- 
ments may be granted. 


and 


houses, which are subject to nui- 

sance suits, are particularly 

terested in the Rifkind decision. 
Edward E. Colton was attorney 


for Lindsay, Crouse and Hayward | 


in the “Union” case. 





Clutterbuck’ Backers 


| 

| “Clutterbuck,” which 
| ter repaying the backers $10,000 
‘on their $50,000 investment, dis- 


ing profits this week. On the 
| basis of stock contracts for the 
Benn W. Levy comedy, producers 


the defendants’ | 
counsel fees being limited to $250. | 


Previously, | 


might be the plantiff’s | 
had | 


Attorneys | 
for film companies and publishing | 


in- | 


Getting 15G This Week 


closed | 
' June 10 at the Biltmore, N. Y., af- | 


Theatre Committee Seen Folding 
~~ If Baum Exits Unwieldy Setup 





‘Like It’ Made $60,000 On 
Bway; 426 Still to Go 


“As You Like It,” the recent 
Theatre Guild revival starring 
Katharine Hepburn, had made an 
operating profit of exactly $60,000 
when it closed June 3 at the Cort, 
. Y. According to the account- 

ant’s statement sent to the backers 

last week, that left $42,300 still be 
earned back on the $102,300 invest- 
ment. 

Because of the star’s i . re- 
quiring the cancellation . veral 
performances, there was an operat- 
ing loss of $2,893 for the last four 
weeks, including a deficit of $5,004 

| for the week ending May 13. The 
production is slated to tour ex- 
tensively next season, with Miss 
Hepburn continuing to star as 
| Rosalind. 


‘Roberts to Set 
Paris Precedent 


Because of the high cost in- 
volved, outside financing will be 
used for the Paris production of 
“Mister Roberts.” With coin sup- 
plied by the newspaper, Paris Soir, 
the show will open about Dec. 1 
at the Theatre de Paris, with 
Claude Dauphin in the Henry Fon- 
da part. Besides acting, producing 
and directing, Dauphin is also 
| translating the play, which Marcel 
Achard or another top French au- 
thor will adapt. 
| Until recently, shows in Paris 
_were financed by the producer-di- 
|rectors, who generally operate 
their own theatres. With produc- 
tion costs rising, however, a num- 
| ber of the leading producer-direc- 
tors have been investing in each 
others’ shows, so as to limit the 
risk involved for each venture. 

But until now, they have not fol- 
lowed the U. S. practice of getting 
|financing from _ outside sources. 
‘Dauphin, who withdraws Sept 1. 


y 





‘from the leading part in “Happy | 


Time,” at the Plymouth, N. Y., ex- 
pects the Paris edition of “‘Rob- 


Logan, co-author and director of 
the original Broadway presenta- 
tion, will probably be in Paris to 
assist on the staging. 

According to Dauphin, critics in 
| Paris have nowhere near as much 
effect on the boxoffice as the New 
| York critics do. Before the war, 


Hiellinger theatre, N. Y., will have | $300,000, spent an estimated $50,-| Irving L. Jacobs and David Mer-| some of the scribes had consider- 


a financial staxe in at least three 
Broadway productions next season, 
pus a $10,000 investment in the 
Melody Fair tent show being op- 
erated this summer by James 
Westerfield and Ben Boyar, at Dan- 
bury, Conn. He also hopes to pro- 
duce at least one new musical on 
his own. 

Thus far, Farrell's outside in- 
vestments for the 1950-51 season 
are “Guys and Dolls,” being pre- 
sented by Cy Feuer and Ernest H. 
Martin (his share is $16,000 of a 
$200,000 budget); “Seventeen,” be- 
ins produced by Sammy Lambert 
ik urrell is supplying $17,500 of the 
required $175,000), and “Bless You 
All,” being done by Herman Levin 
and Oliver Smith (his stake is $20,- 
000 of the $200,000 total), He 
coosn’t like straight plays. 


. arrell’s investments for the 
1949-50 season, besides his own 
HoxXas production, included 


“Centlemen Prefer Blondes,” “The 

¢ onsul,” “Happy Time,” “Regina,” 
‘rms and the Girl,” “As You Like 

li.” “Rat Race,” “Touch and Go,” 
-ickets, Please,” 

Larry,” 

Sicep,” “Heart of the Matter” and 
Wisteria Trees.” 


FIRST ‘BLONDE’ PROFITS 
OF $40,000 TO BACKERS 


First profits, amounting to 
$40,000, were distributed last week 
'o shareholders of the Herman 
Levin-Oliver Smith production of 
<otntlemen Preter Blondes.” The 
»-00,000 investment was returned 
‘o the backers about a month ago. 

rae musical, 
Capacity at the 





over $12,000 a week. 


7 “Happy as | 
Now I Lay Me Down to! 


060 for an air-conditioning -system 


‘rick figure that am additional 


|able influence in an artistic way, 


and general renovations. The prop-| $10,000 will be available’ for dis-| but the young critics who have 
erty is subject to a $250,000 mort- | tribution by fall and that the re-|come up since the war have little 
'gage and is assessed at $570,000. | mainder of the investment may be. following. However, their effect is 


| The house was built in 1903. 
| Although the Hudson had an op- 


‘erating loss of $40,000 during 1948, | 


it has earned substantial profit 
with “Detective Story.” 
ly, it housed the _Lindsay-Crouse 
| production of “Hasty Heart” and 
| Hayward’s presentation of “State 
'of the Union,” which Lindsay and 
| Crouse co-authored. 

| Although no official confirma- 
tion has been forthcoming, NBC 
‘is also understood to have about 
set'a deal for the purchase of the 
_Center theatre, N. Y., also for con- 
version as a television studio. How- 
ever, in that case a relatively ma- 
jor investment is required to make 
the necessary reconstruction, so the 
network has been proceeding cau- 
 tiously. 


| Straws Very Much in Wind 
| In Windy City; 3 New Ones 


Chicago, June 20. 
Strawhat activity is 
hereafouts, both Equity and non- 





Equity, with several new groups 
making their first appearance. 
Bramwell Fletcher and Susan 


Robinson are taking the leads in 
| “Petrified Forest” July 11 to open 
‘the Elmhurst (l.) Community 
| theatre, which will run weekends. 
New York Players, under the di- 
/rection of Jack Garland, starts a 
'10-week season at Alpena, Mich. 
| Also new in the picture is the 
| Maxinkuckee Playhouse, which 
‘opens a 10-week season at Culver, 
Ind., June 27. 

| Of the older strawhats, Luzern 


playing to solid Garden theatre, at Lake Geneva, | 
pa Ziegfeld, N. Y., is Wis., resumes its activities June ager, and Roger Gerry, formerly , newcomers, 
making a steady operating profit of 29, and Belfry Players of Williams with the Dallas Starlight Opera, is Hayward was in and out several geles. 


‘Bay, Wis., tees off same day. 


Previous- 


zooming» 


'regained from a sale of the film 
rights. 

Jacobs leaves this week for the 
| Coast, where he hopes to sign a 
composer and lyricist for “Chau- 
| tauqua,” a musical 
| which Vincent McConnor has writ- 
‘ten the book. He figures on pro- 
ducing the show during the win- 
ter, on a budget of $200,000. He’s 


due back in Néw York in August. | 





‘Goodman Award Winner — 
Due for Fall Chi Tryout 


Chicago, June 20. 
An Ithaca’ playwright, Miss 
'Seyril Schochen, won the first bien- 
nel Kenneth Sawyer Goodman 
award of $1,000 with her play, “The 
Moon Besieged.” First honorable 


mention went to John Bettenben- | 


der, director of Chicago’s Loyola 
U. theatre department, with “The 
Heir of the Serpent.” 

Prize-winning play will get a 
, Chicago tryout in November. Over 
|250 manuscripts were judged by 
Thornton Wilder, Stark Young and 
Maurice Gnesin. 


Musicals in Dakota 


Rapid City, S. D., June 20. 
A +10-week musical season has 








comedy for) 


beginning to be felt at the box- 
| office at theatres with higher ad- 
mission prices. 
Long Run Fatigue 

Most shows have a top of about 
$1.50, Dauphin says, but prices at 
some houses have risen recently to 
as high as $2.40. Runs are gen- 
erally much shorter than on Broad- 
way, an engagement of two years 
being about the record in Paris. 

Like most actors, Dauphin dis- 


| likes long runs and feels that they | 


|are bad for an actor. However. he 
has been impressed by the con- 


(Continued on page 51) 


Touring ‘Roberts’ Has Two 


Gals for Sole Femme Role 
Boston, June 20. 








Roberts.” currently at the Colonial 
here, now has two actresses alter- 
nating in the sole femining role of 
the Navy nurse. 
Wilkinson, who plays 


other is Patricia Ferris, who works 

/the alternate days. Since it would 
be necessary to pay an understudy 
| anyway, it costs the management 
{nothing extra to use the two 
actresses in shifts, 


| John Forsythe, who plays the 


+ Morton —Baum, 


erts” to cost about $20,000. Joshua | 


The touring company of “Mister | 


One is Marilyn | 
Mondays, | 
Wednesdays and Fridays, and the | 


sparkplug and 
exec committee chairman of the 
N. Y. City Center, is reportedly 
contemplating resigning as chair- 
man of the Theatre Committee, 
which was formed to carry out 
| various projects initiated at the 
conference of various legit organ- 
izations at a three-day meeting in 
March, 1949, at the Astor hotel, 
N. Y. For some months, Baum has 
been unable to get enough com- 
mittee member together to form 
a quorum, so the group’s activities 
have been at a standstill. 
Although the Theatre Commit- 
tee was authorized by the overall 


legit conference to deal with a 
number of urgent matters, prae- 


tically every one of the projects 
was subsequent! dealt with by 
other groups. For example, the 
Committee of Theatrical Producers 
was formed soon afterward with 
the primary aim of reducing pro- 
duction and operating costs. Sim- 
'ilarly, Howard Cullman assumed 
charge of a drive to revise the 
| New York City building code re- 
lating to theatre construction. 
| Also, the League o. N. Y. Theatres 
led efforts to obtain a reduction 
in the federal excise tax law cov- 
ering theatre admissions. And the 
Mayor’s Committe was formed to 
deal with the situation resulting 
from Commissioner John M. Mur- 
tagh’s ticket scalping investigation, 
etc. 
Everybody In Act 

Thus, with other groups moving 
in to deal with the various aspects 
of its program, the Theatre Com- 
mittee was more or less relegated 
to a background position in every 
direction. Moreover, the unwield- 
ly setup of the Committee, with 
representatives from every ele- 
ment in the theatrical picture, in- 
cluding such remotely - involved 
groups as the National Theatre 
Conference and the Stock Mana- 
gers Assn., tended to prevent 
agreement on any positive pro- 
posal and thus hamstrung real ac- 

(Continued on page 51) 





Equity to Hear Charges 
Vs. Two Actors of Cutting 
Matinees for Pic Work 


Two players in different Broad- 
way hits are up on charges before 
Actors Equity. The actors, ac- 
cused of violation of the union 
rules, are Henry Slate, of the cast 
of “South Pacific,’ and Harvey 
Lembeck, of “Mister Roberts.” The 
icharges, brought by the manage- 
ments of the respective shows, will 
be heard by~the Equity council 
next Tuesday (27). 
| Although neither the manage- 
ments involved nor officials of 
Equity would discuss the cases in 
detail, it has been learned that 
Slate and Lembeck are accused 
of failing to give adequate notice 
of their inability to play matinee 
performances of their respective 
shows on a recent Wednesday. They 
had been doubling in a film pro- 
duction, and reportedly claimed 
they could not leave location, as 
they were needed for sequences 
being shot that afternoon. 

Apparently both had been per- 
mitted by the legit managements 
to double in the picture, but with 
_the understanding that it would 
not interfere with their stage as- 
signments. It is claimed that on 
the day in question, they phoned 
the boxoffices of their respective 
theatres only an hour or so before 
the matinee curtain time to say 

(Continued on page 51) 





STARS’ CLOSING JULY 1; 
SET FOR COAST DATES 


“Lost in the Stars” will close 
/ July ‘1 at the Musie Box, N. Y., 
_instead of holding on until July 
,29,, its previously scheduled de- 
|parture date. The Maxwell An- 
derson-Kurt Weill musical adap- 
tation of Alan Paton’s novel, “Cry, 
| the Beloved Country,” will have 


‘been set by the Black Hills Light Henry Fonda part in the second played a total of 280 performances. 


Opera Co., with teeoff due July 2 troupe, was upped from feature to | 


After a four-week layoff, the 


' with “Naughty Marietta.” Sam Mor- star billing last week. At the same | Playwrights’ Co. production will 


‘duct the season. 


istage manager. 


'times-from New York. 


|genstern, musical director of the time, replacements were made in| be re-rehearsed, then travel direct 
Lemonade Opera, N. Y., will con-'! 15 of the 16 speaking parts. Direc-| to the Coast for guaranteed-pro‘it 
tor and co-author Joshua Logan | subseription engagements at 
| Floyd L. Sparks is general man- was here all week to rehearse the| Curran, San Francisco, and the 
and producer Leland)! Philharmonic auditorium, Los An- 


the 


Then the show will prob- 
‘ably tour. 
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"49-'50 Concert Biz Seen 67-257 Off; 
Local Mors. Say Talent Fees Too High sss. 2n 


Chicago, June 20. 


Local concert managers in vari- 
ous parts of the country are wor- 


ried about business prospects. They 


report a drop in biz this past sea- 


son of from 6% to 25%, with only | 


one manager claiming a gain. This 
problem, and others, was discussed 
last week at a semi-annual meeting 
in Chi of the directors of the Na- 
tional Assn. of Concert Managers. 
NACM claims a membership of 50, 
comprising all the leading local 
managers in the U. S. Total amount 
of talent played by NACM in a 
year’s time amounts to over 
$2,000,000. 

Main problem facing local im- 
presarios is a way to get artists’ 
fees down, manager claiming that 
they can’t live on their present 
budget setup. Several managers 
reporting to the Chi directors meet 
said that artists’ fees are taking as 
much as 75% of their ticket sales. 

Directors set up a committee to 
discuss methods of handling the 
“excessive” fees problem. Commit- 
tee will also negotiate new cancel- 
lation ciauses and other changes 
in artists’ contracts. They are to 


meet with leading artists’ man- 


agers in September. 


Spa Adds ‘Knickerbocker’ 
With Ives as 4th Musical 


Saratoga, N. Y., June 20. 

John Huntington announced an 
additional musical, ‘‘Knickerbock- 
er Holiday,” starring Burl Ives, for 
his fourth season at the Spa thea- 
tre opening July 3. Other sing- 
ing shov’s scheduled are: ‘“‘The Gay 
Divorcee,”’ with Carol Stone, Jack 
Whiting and Lenore’ Lonergan; 
“Finian’s Rainbow,” starring Fran 
Warren, RCA warbler, and ‘On 
the Town,” featuring Nancy Walk- 
er in her original role. ‘The Gay 
Divorcee,” with Cole Porter mu- 
sic, is a special adaptation, in 
which Miss Stone, Whiting and 





Miss Lonergan will tour the straw- | 


hat circuit. 


Spa theatre season will run eight 


weeks this year. 





‘Texas’ Oldest Strawhat 


To Open With ‘Barretts’ 


Waco, Tex., June 20. 

The Southwest Summer Theatre, 
the oldest strawhat in Texas, will 
open its season Thursday (22) with 
“Barretts of Wimpole Street.’ 

Production will be under the 
direction of Paul Baker. | Acting 
company has a membership of 22 
players this year. 
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| Silo Mgrs. 
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ee nee 
it’s argued that the union’s five- 
day rule, which would have re- 
quired names te put in a week's 
rehearsal for each guest appear- 
ance, would have tended to solve 
the situation. But when the SMA 
stymied that one practical attempt 
to deal with the difficulty, the 
whole situation steadily deterio- 
rated. 

As a result, conditions this sum- 
mer are expected to be worse than 
ever. Top names, following the 
example set by Tallulah Bankhead 
last season, are reportedly demand- 
ing and getting $4,000 and $5,000 
a week, in some cases even where 
the rural playhouse can’t possibly 
break even on the booking. In 
numerous others, semi-names with 


no apparent boxoffice draw are | 


asking and getting $1,000 and even 
up to $2,000. 

In some instances the excessive 
demands are being accepted by 
newcomers to the field. But in 
others, established managements 
are agreeing to the upped fees in 
the face of competition and in the 
apparent belief that they can make 
good the extra coin by trimming 
|other items of their budgets. 
That’s where the supporting play- 
ers and other talent feel the pinch. 


B’way, Springfield, Mass., 
Into Legit This Fall 


Springfield, Mass., June 20. 


ties, was given a strong spark this 


Theatres, Inc., through president 
Samuel Goldstein, announced it 
would turn its second-run house, 





‘the B.oadway, into a legit house | 


| this fall. Built 25 years ago as a 
'vauder, it has a 27-foot stage 
depth, nine dressing rooms, orches- 
tra pit, and seats 1,800, with 1,100 
seats on the main floor. Goldstein 
says that legit will be filled in with 
name bands, radio shows, concerts, 
or any other attractions which 
might normally utilize such a 
house. 

The Court Square, once one of 
the best-known road stops in the 
country, has been used by The 
Playgoers of Springfield, a non- 
profit group, to bring in legit shows 
on a “when and if” basis. Pri- 
vately owned, the Court Square is 
under lease to E. M. Loew of Bos- 
ton, which brings in second-runs 
for the first three days of the week 
and vaude the last four. Playgoers 
have been able to get the house for 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 


but touring companies come in| 


only if they can split the weék with 
Boston, Hartford, Providence and 
Worcester. 

Local theatregoers have long 
been advocating either a new thea- 
tr.e, or the acquiring of a house 
that would permit unrestricted 
playing dates, and are hailing the 
Broadway development as the an- 
swer to their pleas. Daniel J. 
Maloney will manage. 





Duxbury In Bow 
Boston, June 20. 

Duxbury Playhouse, Duxbury, 
Mass., opened its 5th season June 
20 with “See How They Run.” 
House operates with a_ resident 
company, bypassing the star system 
with accent on presentation of orig- 
inal productions. 

Two of the latter skedded for 
the season are, “Officers Are 
Gentlemen,” by Davis’ Snow, 
preeming June 27, and a musical, 
“Open Season,” scripted by Alvah 
and Allison Sulloway, to be pre- 
sented July 11. 


Local legit, operating on an off- | 


week, when Western Massachusetts | 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Melody Grove, the musical tent-show-in-the-round which opened last 
night (Tues.) at Danbury, Conn., is financed at $40,000, but lists $39,000 
‘in actual investment by 25 individual backers. Among the limited 
| partners are Herman Bernstein, general manager for Leland Hayward 
|and Lindsay & Crouse, $800; program publisher Arthur Klar, $5,000; 
Ralph Bellamy, $3,200; press agent Leo Freedman, $400; company man- 
ager Louis Gilbert, $400; Anthony Brady Farrell, $10,000; Meyer Davis, 
representing a syndicate, $1,200; Abraham Blumberg, of Brooks Cos- 
tume, $800; producer Clinton Wilder, $2,000; manager and ex-singer 
Frank C. Chapman, $1,600, and co-producers James Westerfield and 
Ben Boyar, who are also general partners, $1,400 each. 





Net profits on “Kiss Me, Kate” as of last May 31 totaled $754,897 
for both the Broadway and touring companies, according to Clarence 
W. Hobbs, accountant for the Saint Subber-Lemuel Ayres production, 
originally financed at $180,000. Of that sum, $644,000 had been dis- 
tributed to the shareholders, with the balance consisting of undistrib- 
uted profits, cash reserve, bonds and deposits, etc. As of May 31, the 
total gross for the original company was $3,597,320 since its premiere 
Dec. 30, 1948, at the Century, N. Y., and the total take for the touring 
edition was $1,439,137 since it opened July 9, 1949, at the Philharmonic 
Auditorium, Los Angeles. 





Joshua Logan, co-author and director of ‘Mister Roberts,” has writ- 
ten a prolog for the London edition of the play. Piece, to be delivered 
in front of the curtain by Russell Collins as Doc, will explain to the 
British audience the informal relationship between officers and men in 
the U. S. navy. This air of familiarity, which is basic to the play, has 
been figured likely to confuse the English, in whose navy there is a 
traditional formality between officers and men. Besides the additional 
prolog, there will probably be some dialog changes in the play, to 
conform to British sensibilities. 





It’s customary in road cities for house managers to put away a num- 
ber of company seats each week, but the Civie Light Opera Assn. 
of Pittsburgh, being unaccustomed to touring attractions, neglected to 
do so when the National company of ‘‘Kiss Me, Kate” played Pitt Sta- 
dium in Pittsburgh last week to open the 1950 outdoor season. Entire 
capacity had been completely exhausted before the preem, so conse- 
quently, when Bill Norton, the company manager, decided to see what 
his own show looked like under the stars for the first time, he had to 
spread a newspaper and sit on the damp grass of the Stadium. 





“Tickets, Please,” Arthur Klein revue at the Coronet, N. Y., was 
| originally supposed to have been financed at $50,000, but the partner- 
|'ship agreement shows that a total of $57,000 was raised. Since the 
initial investors went in on the basis of a $50,000 outlay, the producer 
apparently had to give up some of his own share of the profits to those 
who put up the added $7,000. Among the 35 listed investors, the largest 
single amounts were supplied by Anthony Brady Farrell, $16,500; Louis 
A. Lotito (City Playhouses), $13,500, and Robert Dowling (City Invest- 
ing), $2,500. 





The national company of “South Pacific” is a cinch to set a series 
of western record grosses that will stand for some time. Advance word- 
of-mouth is assuring peak takes at all dates. Show now is at the Phil- 
harmonic Auditorium, Los Angeles, where all existing records are top- 
pling. Denver, where troupe will play seven performances in Septem- 
ber, has already sold $45,000 worth of the $50,000 capacity. 














Bigelow, the Barker, with 
variegated trousers and 


Sensation in LONDON! 


“Mr. Stephen Douglass’s Billy 


his 


“Mr. Stephen Douglass makes 
his of him a superb figure—im- 
mensely tall, with a fine speak- 


— 








“Stephen Douglass (a _ hand- 
some, husky hero with a face 








lemon shirt, is a romantic and 
virile figure, and he sings tre- 
mendously.”’ 


Harold Hobson, Sunday Times 


“As the barker, Stephen Doug- 
lass displays all the handsome- 
ness, huskiness, and recklessness 
required, and his sentimental 
passages are very naturally un- 
dertaken. He also has a powerful 
baritone voice and he uses it 
particularly well in his solilo- 
quy about the future of the 
baby.” Geoffrey Tarran 
Morning Advertiser 


“The husky devil-may-care air 
of Stephen Douglass, whose 
presence is as magnificent as 
his ringing voice, that the 
maudlin is just averted.” 


The Star, London 


“Billy Bigelow of ‘Carousel,’ ad- 
mirably sung and acted by 
Stephen Douglass ... Mr. Doug- 
lass is resplendent in tartan 
trousers, and makes Billy as 
heroic and clean-limbed a figure 
of a man as one would meet on 
a summer's day.” 


Stephen Williams 
Evening News 














ing voice, a fine singing voice, 
an immense conceit of himself 
(which is exactly what he should 
have), and a charming sense of 
comedy. 


“In other words, he is the dar- 
ling of all the ladies and de- 
serves to be.” 


Hubert Griffith, Sunday Graphic 


athe more serious applause for 
the barker, as played by Ste- 
phen Douglass in the role of 
Billy Bigelow, a _ goodlooking, 
quick-tempered intemperate 
show-ground ruffian with a voice 
that makes you want to listen.” 


News of the World 


“Stephen Dougiass, as the bar- 
ker, is another of those chesty, 
handsome _ talented _ baritones 
that the Americans breed in 
such profusion.” 

Evening Standard 


“Mr. Stephen Douglass can pass 
from speaking to singing with a 
naturalness that never takes him 
out of the part. If flappers still 
exist he will be their new idol.” 


Beverly Baxter, MP, 
Evening Standard, London 





and a voice that will bowl the 
women over).” 
Cecil Wilson, The Daily Mail 


“Billy Bigelow is splendidly act- 
ed by Stephen Douglass. He has 
a good voice and a fine braggart 
presence.” 
George W. Bishop, 
Daily Telegraph and 
Morning Post. 


“Stephen Douglass, the hero, is 
handsome, is a first-class actor 
—and can sing till the tears 
come to your eyes.” 

People 


“Even here, so vividly does Mr. 
Stephen Douglass suggest the 
barker’s tragic straits, the piece 
does not quite fail. Mr, Doug- 
lass is a good actor who is also 
a singer.” 

The Times 


“The bold and handsome appeal 
of Stephen Douglass enables 
one to forget the trite nature of 
the story, and to take delight in 
his singing.” 

Scotsman 


STEPHEN DOUGLAS 


Currently as BILLY BIGELOW male lead in “CAROUSEL” 


DRURY LANE, London, England 
Personal Representative—JANE DEACY—Lovis Shurr Agency 
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Total Legit Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on Variety's 
boxoffice estimates for last week (the 3rd week of the season) 


and the corresponding week of last season: 


This Last 

BROADWAY Season Season 

Number of shows GOI Fey ies OK owt ane s% 19 18 

Total weeks played so far by all shows.... 62 55 

Total gross for all current shows last week... $488,400 $458.900 

Total season’s gross so far by all shows... $1,510,100 $1,375,700 

Number of new productions so far....... ‘ 1 ae 

ROAD 
(Excluding Stock) 
Number of current touring shows reported 10 

Total weeks played so far by all shows.... 34 38 
Total road gross reported last week $248,600 $259,700 | 

wscesesee  Oa02,100 $1,075,300 





Season's total road gross so far.. 





. 
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Biz Constant at Chi Lesit B.0.; 





‘Oklahoma!’ $23,100, ‘Ear’ $19,000 


Chicago; June 20. + 


Cold weekend upped biz in Loop | 
after a humid week and take re- | 
mains fairly constant, with all | 
three attractions just about staying | 
in the black. 

Helping was the national con- 
vention of the Junior Chambers.} 
of Commerce held here last week. 

Estimates For. Last Week 

“Lend An Ear,” Great Northern 
2th week) (1,500; $4.94), Hitting 
almost $19,000. 

“Oklahoma!” Erlanger (8th week) , 
(1.334: $4.33). On the right side 
of the ledger with over $23,100. 

“Two Blind Mice,” Harris (6th 
week) (1,000; $3.71). Picked up 
over last week with about $14,500. 


Peep Show’ Fine $36,400 
In Second Philly Week 


Philadelphia, June 20. 

Mike Todd's “Peep Show” got a 
lusty $36.400 in its second session 
at the Forrest. Only performances 
that didn't go clean were the two 
matinees 

Show is being held over for a 
third week with a strong advance, 
although there were some vacan- 
cies last night (Mon.). Revue has 
undergone plenty of doctoring, al- 
though even on the first night it 
ran smoother than most musical 
preems seen here. 


Current Road Shows 


(June 19-July 1) 
“Death of a Salesman”’—Geary, 
§. F. (19-1). 
“Getting Married” — Orpheum, 
C. (19-24); Biltmore, L. A. (27- 








“Kiss Me, Kate’’—Shubert, Bost. 
(19-1) 
he An Ear’—Great Northern, 
‘hi. 119-1). 


“Mister Roberts’ — Colonial, 
Bost. +19-1). 
“Oklahoma!” — Erlanger, Chi. 


(19-1). 

“Peep Show” — Forrest, Phila. 
(19-24), 

“South Pacific’ — Philharmonic 
Aud., L. A. (19-1). 


PY Blind Mice”—Harris, Chi. 
(19-]). 











Committee Seen 


~——e (Ontinued from page 49 


tion. As a result, the Committee 
_ accomplished practically noth- 
"rom the start, Baum and others 
tried to limit the size and repre- 
sentation of the Committee, so as 
to keep it flexible and workable. 
But With Actors Equity dominating 
the-voting at the Astor hotel con- 
ference, it was decided to make the 
Committee “democratic,” and all 
organization and elements in the 
theatre were given representation. 
Daum has avoided criticizing this 
seiup and on numerous occasions 
ae expressed satisfaction with the 
ommittee and confidence in its 
ability to achieve at least some of 
its Objectives. But, according to 
iriends, he feared from the start 
that the size of the group would 
tag to make it ponderous, and he 
has become increasingly discour- 
«sed at its failure to make any 
Progress and, in the last few 
months, even to get togethe~ for 
Meetings, So he is understood | 
ready to admit failure by announc- | 
ne his resignation and, in effect, | 
le dissolution of the Committee. | 
inanowever, Baum is reportedly be- 
ing urged to remain as head of 
7 Committee and thereby con- 
tinue its existence to help in the 
planning and carrying-out of the 
national legit conference sched- 
led for next January in Wash- 
ington, 














‘Brigadoon’ Grosses 206 — 
In Atlantic City Stay 


Atlantic City, June 20. 
“Brigadoon” did an approximate 


$20.000 gross for its seven-day 
week (11-17) in the 4,600-seat 
Warner _ theatre. “Oklahoma!,” 


which came in the second week in 
June last year, in the same house, 
grossed $36, 00. Difference was 
the patrgnage of the American 
Medical Assn. delegates in session | 
that week. 

Critics for both daily papers 
here lavished praise on the show, 
but patronage was below expecta- 
tions. Most theatregoers here had 
apparently seen the four-year-old 
show and didn’t care to try again 
at a $3.70 top. 


About 225 


-—— Continued from page 48 Sa 


(29), all at the Green Mansions. 
Warrensburg, N. Y.; “The- Apollo 
of Bellac,.”’ at Woodstock, N. Y 
playhouse. June 30; an untitled 
drama by Frank Sobieski and Rob- 
ert Peirsol at Mountain playhouse, 
Jennerstown, Pa., Sept. 11; Ouida 
Bergere’s “The Vicious Circle,” at 
Pocono plavhouse, Mountainhome, 
Pa., Aug. 28; Peter 
“Miranda,” at Monomoy 
Chatham, Mass.. and other barns; 
Rosemary Casey’s “Once an Actor,” 
at Berkshire playhouse, Stock- 
bridge, Mass., July 31; an untitled 
musical with music by David 
Hughes and book by Ted Marcuse 
at the Robert Daggett playhouse, 
Westboro, Mass., July 25; “The Au- | 
tumn Age,” at Boothbay, Me., play- 
house, Aug. 22; a new adaptation 
of “The Miser,’ by John Hitchell, 
at the Merrimack playhouse, Con- 
cord, N. H., Aug. 1; Francis M. 
Casey's “The Clear Glass Door,” at 
the Parkway theatre, Burnsville, 
N. C.. Aug. 18; and Paul Green’s 
“Faith of Our Fathers,” at Sesqui- 
centennial Amphitheatre, Washing- 
ton, D. C., in July. 

Other entries previously record- 


| 
| 

















ed are: John Oberg’s “Tinkling 
Cymbal,” St. Michael's College, 
Winooski Park, Vt.; Martha H. | 


Newell's “Angel From Hell,” Green 
Mt. Playhouse, Middlebury, Vt.: 
Bernard Evslin’s dramatization of | 
Mark Twain's “The Man Who Cor- 
rupted Hadleyburg,” Hedgerow 
theatre, Moylan, Pa.; Lester Coh- | 
en’s adaptation of Thomas Wolfe’s | 
“The Web and the Rock,” SPA 
Summer theatre, Saratega Springs, 


'N. Y., and Rita Goode’s “Sweater 


Girl,” and Dr. L. Balham’s “Party 


Wire.” both at the Goode theatre, | 
‘Clinton Hollow, N. Y. 


Also, Everett H. Hughes’ “Barn 
Dance.” Milistream Playhouse, Sea , 
Girt, N. J.; Otto Simetti’s and Dick 
Griffen’s “The Headless Dead” and 
Claire Read’s “The Case of Cleo,” 
both at Lakeside theatre, Lake Ho- 
pateong, N. J.; Paul Burton Mer- 
cur’s “Tanya,” Towers theatre, Ce- 
dar Grove, N. J., and Edward 
Magio’s “The Green Serpent!” and 
John Gage’s “A Private Affair,” 
both at Castle Playhouse, Mon- 
son, Mass. 





Hilltop Fair With ‘Dandy’ 
Baltimore, June 20. 


Don Swann’s Hilltcp theatre 
came up with a revival of Arthur 
Wing Pinero’s “Dandy Dick” last 
week, drawing good critical re- 
sponse for director George Schaef- 
tcr’s handling. Despite cold weath- 
er, it had fairish response at the 
b.o. 

“The Good Fairy” is current. 


| an hour late, although weather was handful of 
10 |umseasonably cold for the finale' throughout the week ran slightly 


|“The Great Waltz,” which ended | 
the 1947 series and is due for a be a drop-off this week, which will | 
| repeat this year the week of July | be accentuated next week and con- 


‘KATE’ IN SOCK $67,000 


i Pittsburgh, June 20. 

National company of “Kiss Me, 
Kate” gave the Civic Light Opera 
Assn. a shot in the arm for its 1950 
opener last week at Pitt Stadium, 
playing to nearly 52,000 people in 
| Six performances and doing just a 
| little short of $67,000. Only one 
| showing, on Tuesday night, was 








Business was /’enerally a trifle 


| threatened, but rain finally let up. better again last week on Broad- 


and curtain was three-quarters of{way. With the exception of a 


shows, 


| Saturday (17). 'ahead of the previous stanza, an 
‘Kate” didn't quite hit the,then spurted a bit Friday night 

Stadium record, however, falling | (16) and for both. performances 

around $1,500 short of take for| Saturday (17). 

Indications are that there will 


10. Local critics, most of whom had tinue in the same trend through 
seen the Cole Porter musical. in| mid-July, when the season low is 


attendance 


Blackmore’s | 
theatre, | 


‘of the cases does not in any way | 


' dicts. 
portedly claimed they were unable 


!actor in “Wisteria Trees, 


New York, were amazed at its in- 
timacy in the wide-open spaces of | 
the Stadium. That was due in large 
part to work of Furth Ullman, out- 
door opera company’s scenic de- 
signer, who built an entire new | 
production for the al fresco show- 
ing. 

Current attraction at Stadium is 
“Roberta,” third time for the 
Jerome Kern musical in five sea- 
sons, with a cast headed by Luba 
Malina, Muriel O’Malley, Lew} 
Parker, Johnny Downs, Terry 
Saunders and Arthur Maxwell. 


Pacific’ $54,700 
Take’ 4G, LA. 


Los Angeles, June 20. 
“South Pacific’ eased a few dol- 
lars in the fourth session last | 
week. However, last session enaec 
the cut-rate season ticket part of 





‘the 10-week run and a new house 


record may be in the offing. 
Estimates for Last Week 

“South Pacific,” Philharmonic 
Aud (4th wk) ($4.80; 2,600). An- 
other tremendous week at $54.700. | 

“You Can’t Take It With You” 
Las Palmas (2d wk) ($3.60; 388). 
Down about 10% to $4.000 but still 
profitable. Due to end after cur-| 
rent session. 





‘Soldier’ Strong $45,000; 


‘Salesman’ $17,900, S.F. 


San Francisco. June 20. 

‘“The Chocolate Soldier,’ with 
Wilbur Evans and Marion Bell, 
added a few hundred to their sock 
gross of the previous week, chalk- 
ing up a strong $45,000 for their 
final stanza at the 1.775-seat Cur- 
ran last week. House was scaled 
to $4.80. 

“Death of a Salesman,” with 
Thomas Mitchell, rated a majority 
of rave reviews following its open- | 
ing (13) at the 1.550-seat Geary. 
Gross was a fair $17,900 for the 
first seven performances. House 
was scaled to $3.60. 


Equity to Hear 














due. 


The total gross for all 19 shows 
last week was 80.99% of capacity, 


a rise of 2.99% from the preced- | 
| 


ing week. 

This week's only closing will be 
“Madwoman of Chaillot,” which 
shutters Sunday night (25) after 
its scheduled two-week run. “Lost 
in the Stars” closes July 1 and will 
reopen Aug. 7 on the Coast. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 


M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

Other parenthetic figures refer. 
respectively, to top price, number 
of seats and capacity gross. Price 
includes 20% amusement tax, but 
grosses are net: i.e., exclusive of 
tax. 

“Cocktail Party,” Miller (22d 
wk) (CD-$4.80; 940; $21,600). Pre- 
vious week, $19,100; last week, 
nearly $20,600. 

“Come Back, Little Sheba,” 
Booth (18th wk) (D-$4.80; 712; $20,- 
000). Previous week, $13,000; 
last week, $13,700. 

“Death of a Salesman,” Morosco 
(Vist wk) (D-$4.80; 914; $23,800). 
Previous week, almost $13,800; 
last week, $13.800. 

“Detective Story,” Hudson (65th 
wk) (D-$4.80; 1,016; $23,675). Pre- 
vieus week, over $12,100; last 
week nearly $12,500. 

“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” 
Ziegfeld (28th wk) (M-$6; 1,628; 
$48.244). Previous week and last 
week, topped $48,200. 

“Happy Time,” Plymouth (21st 
wk) (C-$4.80; 1,063: $29,019). Pre- 
vious week, nearly $25,900; last 
week, $26,500. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Century (76th 


wk) (M-$6; 1,645; $46,650). Pre- 
vious week, $42,500; last week, 
$43,100. 


“Lost in the Stars,” Music Box 
(33d wk) (M-$5.40; 1,012; $26,600). 
Previous week, about $20,100; last 
week, about $17,300. 

“Madwoman of Chaillot.” City 
Center (C-$2.88-$3; 3,025; $42,000). 
Opened limited engagement June 
13 to six favorable notices (Atkin- 
son, Chapman, Coleman, Garland, 
Pollock, Rice), with the Herald 
Tribune not covering it and the 
World-Telegram & Sun. strike- 
bound; will close as scheduled 
Sunday night (25); first eight per- 
formances through Sunday night 


(18) grossed $23,900. 


“Member of the Wedding,” Em- 


cross arprrrstapum © Way Grosses Slightly Up Again; 
Pan’ $34,200, Another’ New High, 


Chaillot’ $23,900, ‘Happy Time’ 26,6 


, Basil Rathbone, opened last night 
(Tues.) for three-week run. 


Scheduled Dates 

“Peep Show,” June 28, Winter 
| Garden; Festival Theatre ‘opening 
| bill, Parisienne”), July 24, Fulton; 
| “Seventeen,” Sept. 21, Broadhurst; 
| “Daphne Laureola,” Sept. 18, Mu- 
|sic Box; “Seuthern Exposure,” 
Sept. 26, theatre unspecified; 
“Black Chiffon,” Sept. 27, Mans- 
field; “Season in the Sun,” Sept. 
| 28, theatre unspecfied; “Affairs of 
State,” Oct 2, Royale; “Giaconda 
Smile,” Oct. 3, Lyceum; “Legend 
of Sarah,” Oct. 11, theatre un- 
specified; “Lady’s Not for Burn- 
ing,” Nov. 6, Royale. 





‘Roberts Still 146 


Tn 15th Hub Wk 


CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), | 


Boston, June 20. 

“Mister Roberts” continues to 
do fairly well here in 15th week. 
Slashing of matinee prices to $2 
top hypoed daytime biz somewhat 
policy continuing for balance of 
run. 

“Kiss -Me, Kate’’ opened at the 
Shubert for an indefinite run last 
night (Mon.) with solid advance 


sales reported. 


Estimate for Last Week 
“Mister Roberts” Colonial (15th 
week) (1,500; $4.20). Holding to a 
healthy $14.000. 


San Carlo Opera Hefty 76 
In D.C. Al Fresco Preem 


Washington, June 20. 

Brightest spot on Washington’s 
show biz horizon the past week 
was the preem of the San Carlo 
Opera Festival at Watergate, out- 
door theatre barge moored in the 
Potomac. “Madame _ Butterfly,” 
which teed off the series Thurs- 
day night (15), chalked up a hefty 
$7,000 take, double that of last 
season’s preem, with landoffice biz 
done on the top price ($3) seats. 

Nina Cravi, who pinch-hitted for 
Hizi Kokye, won critical kudos in 
the title role. The Japanese 
soprano, who was badly hurt when 
the lid of her trunk fell on her 
as she was unpacking, is expected 
to be on hand for a repeat of the 
Puccini opera Sunday (25), the 
_— night. 


| 


| ‘Brigadoon’ OK $47,500 
In St. bouis Al Fresco 


St. Louis, June 20. 
“Brigadoon,” presented for the 
first time under the stars, to open 
the Municipal Theatre Assn.’s 32d 
season, drew 67,000 payvees and an 
approximate gross of $47,500 last 
week. Rain on three nights inter- 








. os ——— ‘ 
—— Continued from page 49 See pire (24th wk) (D-$4.80; 1,082; $24,- rupted but did not cancel the per- 


they could not play the perform- 
ance. , 
When the two actors missed the 
shows, the managements involved 
fired them, but in each case the 
Equity deputy for the company 
served notice that the players could 


not be disciplined, except by their | 


union, on charges of violation of 
the rules. So the charges were, 
brought and, at a preliminary hear- | 


‘ing last week, the Equity council | 


accepted the cases and scheduled | 
a trial for next week. 

According to an Equity repre- | 
sentative, the union’s acceptance | 
| 


constitute a decision of the charg- 
es, but means merely that the is- 
sues are proper matters for Equity 
trial. It is pointed out that, since | 
the cases involve interpretation of | 
the union rules rather than a ques- | 
tion of fact, the managements in- | 


‘volved have the right to demand | 
' arbitration of the cases if they are 


not satisfied with the Equity ver- 


An angle of the cases is that, 
although Slate and Lembeck re- 


fo leave location where the film 
was being shot, Ossie Davis, an 
” who was 
also appearing in the picture, did 
leave location and played the reg- 
ular Wednesday matineé. He mere- 
ly notified the film unit manager 
that he had to leave for his mat- 
inee, and no objection was made, 
he reportedly said, 





| week, almost $21,200. 


} $7,200; “Julius Caesar,” starring 


000). Has been overquoted by the 
000: last week. $22,600. 

“Mister Roberts,” Alvin 
wk) (CD-$4.80; 1,360; $34,276). 
Previous week, $26,400; last week, 
bettered $27,400. 

“Peter Pan,” Imperial (8th wk) 
(M-$4.80; 1,400; $34.500). Previous | 
week, nearly $33,900; last week, 
reached a new high again at $34,- 
200. 

“South Pacific,” Majestic (62d 
wk) (M-$6; 1,659; $50,186). Always 
gets the standee limit; over $50,- 
600 again. 

“Texas, L'il Darlin’,” Hellinger 
(30th wk) (M-$6; 1,543; $42,000). 
Previous week, nearly $19,700; 
last week, $19.600. 

“The Consul,” Barrymore (14th 
wk) ‘(M-$4.80-$6; 1,066; $28,200). 
Previous week, almost $29,000; 
last week, $28,900, 

“Tickets, Please,” Coronet (8th 
wk) (R-$4.80; 998; $26,600). Pre- 
vious week, about $21,000; last 


“Where’s Charley?” St. James 
(87th wk) (M-$6; 1,509; $38,700). 
Previous week, above $34,800; last 
week, nearly $35,400. - 

“Wisteria Trees,” Martin Beck 
(12th wk) (D-$4.80-$6; 1,214; $33,- 
00). Previous week, nearly $22,- 
400; last oS $21,700. 


k 
“Show-Off,” Arena (3d wk) (C-$3; 
500; $10,600). George Kelly com- 
edy starring Lee Tracy closed Sat- 
urday night (17) after its sched- 
uled 21 performances, with the 
final week grossing better than 


‘ | formances. 
management; previous week, $22,-. 


(121st } 


Crix were lavish with 
their plaudits for the piece and 
cast. " ; 
“Rosalie” has been revived for 
the fifth time, and the musical, 
with several new faces in the top 
roles, teed off a seven-night run 
in the al fresco theatre in Forest 
Park last night (Mon.) before a 
crowd of 8,500. 


‘Roberts’ to Set 


Continued from page 49 


scientiousness of most American 
players, who make a strenuous ef- 
fort to maintain the standard of 
their performances during long 
runs, 

Dauphin thinks, for instance, 
that the way Fonda has kept up the 
quality of his performance in the 
Broadway edition of “Mister Rob- 
erts” after two-and-a-half years in 
the leading part is miraculous. In 
contrast, he remarks, performances 
in Paris tend to become ragged 
after a short time, as the actors get 
bored and begin trying to break up 
each other on stage. 

Dauphin thinks there will be no 
problem involved in French audi- 
ences understanding “Roberts.” He 
explains that in the French navy, 
the relationship of officers and men 
is about as casual as in the U. S, 
Navy, in contrast to the British 
navy, where there has always been 








much more formality. 
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Legit Followups 


The Cocktail Party | 
(HENRY MILLER, N. Y.) 

T. S. Eliot’s comedy-in-verse, 
which surprised its author, pro- 
ducers and cast by becoming a 
boxoffice smash, is given a notably 
altered flavor by the various re- 
cent cast replacements. However, 
it remains a_ keen, provocative 
show that holds an audience en- 
thralled. To a repeat playgoer, 
the present performance clarifies 
certain passages and leaves others 
somewhat obscure, but the “Cock- 
tail Party” still has great popular 
appeal. 

The performance a whole 
now seems slower and less spark- 
ling than originaliy, particularly in 
the opening and closing party 
scenes, and some of the individual 
performances appear to have lost 
the edge they had opening night. 
In the leading part, Henry Daniell, 
co-starred with Cathleen Nesbitt 
and Hugh Williams, lacks the style 
and underlying good humor that 
Alec Guinness gave the role of the 


as 


Unidentified Guest. His __ per- 
formance is straighter and _ less 
subtle than Guinness’s, and the 
c ‘aracter now seems merely that 


oi a psychiatrist, with no sugges- 
tion of the supernatural. Daniell 
doesn’t get as many laughs. 


Margaret Phillips, co-featured 
with Eileen Peel, Robin Craven 
and Grey Blake, brings clarity, 


added dimension and poignance to 
the role of Celia, originally played 
by Irene Worth. The scene in 
which the mistress is discarded is 
still underplayed, but is now quite 
touching, and the key scane in the 
psychiatrist's office now seems 
not only clear and not at all at- 
tenuated, but sensitive and ex- 
tremely moving. Celia is another 
of the unwanted-girl characters 
that Miss Phillips has invariably 
played, but this is perhaps the 
most affecting performance she 

as yet given. However, until she 
gots a chance to play, say, a happy, 
extrovert character, it still remains | 
to be seen whether she has a ver- 
satile talent or merely beauty and 
a rather unique quality. 

Of the other principal new- 
comers to the cast, Williams is 
older and therefore more believ- 
able as the husband than Robert 
Fiemyng was. He misses some of 
the laughs Flemyng got, but avoids 
the mannerisms that Flemyng in- 
jected into the part (‘some of which 
achieved the laughs). He is more 
serious than Flemyng and the emo- 
tional turmoil of the character is 
more convincing. Craven misses 
the mysterious overtones. and 
nearly all the laughs’ Ernest 
Clark got as the _ psychiatrist’s 
ubiquitous associate. And in their 
original parts, Miss Nesbitt now, 
hammers a bit as the garrulous 
Julia and Miss Peel is properly 
chilly as the wife. 

Seen a second time, the British 


sc nery, especially the London, 
ap°rtment setting, looks garish 
a-* obviously budget - skimped. | 


M:<-eover the lighting throws a 
rcddish-lavender glow on_ the 
women’s legs and, to a lesser ex-| 
tent, everyone’s faces. Hobe. 


The Madwomen of 
Chaillot 
(CITY CENTER, N. Y.) 


Maurice Valency’s adaptation of 
the Jean Giradoux comedy, which 
opened unpretentiously on Broad- 
way in December, 1948, has re- 
turned from its touring as a minor 
classic. It’s still a wise, amusing 
play, but has broadened in per- 
formance in the interim and isn’t 
= its best in the spacious City Cen- 
er. 

The staging now seems better in- 
tegrated than in retrospect, and al- 
though Martita Hunt still catches 
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MOTION PICTURE 
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| the crackpot 


both the daffiness and the per- 
ceptiveness of the title part, she 
now overdoes some of the voice 
tricks, hand-waving, etc., that she 
used so expressively before. John 


Carradine is a trifle grandiose but | 


effective as the rag-picker and, in 


Estelle Winwood is now exaggerat- 
ing her previously-deft perform- 
ance, but Nydia Westman remains 
laughably prim. 

Of the newcomers since the 
opening, Eleonora Mendelssohn is 
properly authoritative as Mme. -To- 
sephine, who presides at the “trial” 


of the villains; Louis Sorin is prac- | 


tically impersonating his predeces- 
sor, Clarence Derwent, as the Pres- 
ident, while Jonathan Harris cari- 
catures the satiric character of the 
Prospector, Roberta Haynes is ap- 
pealing as the waitress and Jac- 
ques Aubuchon is properly regal 
as the Sewer-Man. 

At “last Tuesday night’s (13) 
opening performance the house 
amplifying system was adjusted to 
achieve a reasonable combination 
of audibility and lack of distortion, 


but the ice company was hardly 
making a killing on the cooling sys- 
tem. Hobe. 


Caesar and Cleopatra 
(OLNEY, MD.) 
Olney, Md., June 16. 
Bernard Shaw’s “Caesar and 
Cleopatra” made a relatively easy 
transition tonight (16) from Broad- 
way to the open spaces of the sum- 
mer theatre circuit, kicking off its 
tour with plenzy of finish and by 
all odds the most expensive job of 
costuming and scenery yet offered 
to strawhat audiences. 
The draw of Paulette Goddard, 


as Cleo, was enough to break the, 


opening night record for the Olney 
theatre and to provide a sellout for 
the nine-day stand, before opening 
curtain. 

Miss Goddard, who at the preem 
showed her inexperience with the 
live theatre during a somewhat 
slow first act, picked up as the play 
moved along. Shedding her early 
nervousness, she gathered poise 
and pace to do a first-class job in 
the second and third acts as. the 


glamorous young Queen Cleopatra, | 
| half in love with and half using 


the aging Caesar to solidify her 


| position. Her interpretation of the 
| part is not of an Oriental siren but 


rather a kittenish youngster with 
mid-western overtones. 

Strongly backing her up and 
keeping the Shaw opus at a fast 
gait are the performances turned 
in by Hurd Hatfield as Apollodorus 
and Francis Compton as Caesar. 

Latter does a thoroughly polished, 
graceful job of the sophisticated 


world conqueror who tries to for-| 


get his years in the company of the 
half-grown Egyptian girl. Hatfield's 


| Apollodorus comes off as a thor- 
oughly charming, ingratiating char- 


acter who reaches across the foot- 
lights to woo and win the audience. 


Other standouts in the large sup- 


| porting cast are Vinette Carroll as | 
|'Ftatateeta and Morton L. Stevens 
‘as Pothinus, lifting the play well 


above the citronella belt level. Sets 
by S. Syrjala, of Olney’s permanent 


staff, are probably his most effec-. 


tive to date. The unusually heavy 
nut for the sets and costumes is be- 
ing handled on a pro rata basis by 
the various theatres which have 
booked “Caesar,” this being the 
oniy way it could have been af- 
forded. 

The Goddard package closes 
here Saturday night (24), opening 
the following Monday at the Cape 
Playhouse, Dennis, Mass. A truck 
will be on hand to move the sets 
and other paraphernalia almost im- 
mediately after the final courtain 
here. 
house and another at North Shore 


Playhouse, at Beverly, Mass., are. 
already slated. Further plans of. 


the package are uncertain pending 


negotiations with Paramount Pix’ 


by which Miss Goddard has been 
slated to do a picture beginning in 
late July. However, Paramount 


may release her for another fort- | 


night, which would allow two more 
weeks of bookings. 

Meantime, the opening night 
here was thoroughly “cased” by 
Richard Aldrich and Richard Myers, 
who produced “Caesar” on Broad- 


way last season and who are back- 
ing the current strawhat tour. They | 
pleased with | 


are reported well 
what they saw, and dickering with 
Miss Goddard to head a national 
company of the Shaw comedy for 
next fall and winter. Lowe. 
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tea-drinking scene, | 


A week at Falmouth. Play-, 


‘radio-TV consultant for legit shows, 


| ter 
| have partnered for the presenta- | 








Legit Bits 


Yvonne Adair has returned to 
the cast of 
Blondes” after missing 20 perform- 
ances because of a severe case of 
ivy poisoning.. Robert Lieb has 
succeeded Alan Hewitt in ‘Death 
of a Salesman,” with Peggy Allen- 
| by due to go into the femme lead 
June 29, replacing Mildred Dun- 
nock...Eddie Dimond is a patient 
'in Medical Center, N. Y...The 
| League of N. Y. Theatres, whose 
board was reportedly never too 
keen on the proposition anyway, 
has dropped its demand that Actors 
Equity reconsider its ban on ap- 
pearances by its players in Wash- 
ington theatres practicing racial 
discrimination. The League-Equity 
representatives, who resume their 
negotiatiops tomorrow (Thurs.) for 
a new minimum basic contract, 
have agreed to give priority to 
Equity demands and League pro- 
posals relating to them In its 
negotiations with the stagehands’ 
union, the League has asked for a 
wage reduction of 20°, while the 
grips’ organization has demanded 
a 25% raise Joshua Logan, 
Henry Fonda, Howard Dietz, Rob- 
ert Dowling, George Somnes and 
Helen Bonfils have been elected 
life members of the American Na- 
tional Theatre & Academy.. The 
use of the ANTA plavhouse,.N. Y., 
has been offered to Actors Equity 
and Chorus Equity for their mem- 
bership meetings Grace George 
has given the William A. Brady 
theatre collection to ANTA, and it 
will ultimately be exhibited at the 
ANTA prayhouse... After two 
weeks as advance road man for 
Ringling Bros., Barnum & Bailey, 
pressagent William Fields says 
he’ll never run away to join the 
circus again. 

Terry Lempert, assistant to The- 
atre . Guild pressagent Joseph 
Heidt, sails next week on an lI- 
day tropical cruise ... Joseph M. 
Hyman has scheduled a midwinter 
| production of “Big Time,” a revue 
satirizing show business, with 
sketches by Arnold B. Horwitt and 
Lee Rogow; lyrics by Horwitt, and 
score by Dimitri Tiomkin .. . No 
theatre parties will 
“Call Me Madame,” but there’s al- 
ready a rush to book parties for 
“Guys and Dolls” ... The N. Y. 
City Center will shutter Sunday 
night (25) with the closing of ‘““Mad- 











woman of Chaillot,” but may re- | 


open in August if another booking 
becomes available ... If Patricia 
Morison does not go to London to 
costar with Alfred Drake in the 
West End edition of ‘Kiss 
Kate,” she will be offered the star 


role in a revival of ‘“‘Carmencita 
and the Soldier” Roger L. | 
Stevens, co-producer of “Peter 


Pan,” has been elected to the board 
of City Investing Co., parent or- 
ganization of City Playhouses, Inc. 
|... Author’s agent Claire Leonard 
is due back from London and Paris 
late this week, in time to attend 
the opening Monday night (26) of 
A. B. Shiffrin’s “Angel in a Pawn- 
shop,” at Westport, Conn. 

Arthur Kober is adapting his 
comedy, “Having Wonderful Time,” 
for a musical, with songs by Harold 
Rome, for production by Max Gor- 
don, with George S. Kaufman men- 
tioned as possible stager.. Ethel 
|Griffies will appear in Kermit 


Bloomgarden’s production of the. 


new James Gow-Arnaud d’Usseau 
play, “Legend of Sarah,” for which 
Ralph Alswang is designing the 
scenery Richard Aldrich & Rich- 
|ard Myers have optioned F. Hugh 
Herbert’s “The Moon Is Blue” for 
Broadway production Jean Dal- 
rymple has acquired Robert E. Me- 
Enroe’s “The Little People” for 
fall presentation under Richard 
Barr’s direction . . . Abe Burrows 
and Peter Lyon are collaborating 


and Dolls,” for which Arthur Loes- 
Alda and Sam Levene are set for 


H. Martin production, which 
pencilled for an October premiere 
at the 46th Street, N. Y. 

Philip Gelb, an American now 
producing in Paris, planed here 
|last week to see the Broadway 
shows. He flies back again June 
29... Morry Efron will be company 
manager of the Margo Jones-Man- 
ning Gurian-Tad Adoue production 
of Owen Crump’s “Southern Expo- 
sure”.. Following in the trail of 


Club and the theatre party agents’ 
| Theatre Preview Club, a new out- 
fit called Show Tickets Club has | 
'entered the field. Meanwhile, Miss | 
| Siegler has now discontinued dues 
/Or membership fees for her Pre- | 
view Play Club Maxine Keith, | 


recuperating in Polyclinic hospital, 
N. Y., after a severe illness . Car. | 
Blake and Cheryl Maxwell 


— oS anaes Kiss Me,” a two-| 
set, eight-character drama by Scott | 
and Trudi Michel _— 


“Gentlemen Prefer | 


be sold for | 


Me, | 


with Jo Swerling on the book of. 
the Damon Runyon musical, “Guys | 


ser has written the score. Robert | 


the cast of the Cy Feuer-Ernest | 
is | 


| Plays Abroad 


Carousel 
(DRURY LANE, LONDON) 
London, June 8. 


staging of the “capitalist” role. Ang 
the reaction of the non-Commuy- 
nist critics and the first-night audj- 





Prince Littler production (in assocfa-| ence was lukewarm. 


tion with the Theatre Guild) of two-act 
musical (eight scenes) based on Ferenc 


Molnar’s ‘“Liliom” 
jamin F. Glazer. Music, 1 
ers; book and lyrics, Oscar Hammerstein, 


as adapted by Ben- 
Richard Rodg- 


2d; directed, Rouben Mamoulian; produc- 


tion reproduced, Jerome Whyte; dances, | 


Agnes de Mille;. settings, Jo Mielziner; 
costumes, Miles White; orchestra directed 
by Frederick Dvonch; orchestrations, Don 
Walker. 


Theresa Helburn). 
Features Stephen 
ers, Eric Mattson, Margot Moser; Mor- 
gan Davies, Marjorie Mars. Marion Ross, 
Robert Pagent, Bambi Linn. At Drury 
Lane theatre, London, June 7, ’50. 
Carrie Pipperidge........ Margot Moser 
Julie Jordan Iva Withers 


Douglass. 


De, Ee ccatweaee Marjorie Mars 
Billy Bigelow...........Stephen Douglass 
SERA errs hr oe Sandra Hartley 
BN cack ncdettet Eddie Le Roy 
First Policeman.. Vincent Charles 


David Bascombe.. 


W. Thorpe Devereux 
Nettie Fowler ee cee i 


.. Marion Ross 


eee Mavis Ray 
MBOCH GROW... .ccctocecs Eric Mattson 
Jigger Craigin........... Morgan Davies 
Dt <::cenedebadeus Jane Evans 
SN 6:6:46.000060.080 Robert Pagent 
Pr Dorothy Laroque 
PT 450 660400806506 Rosemary Warren 
SEE 5.6 6senebecegs 4s Muriel Cooke 
WEEE. 6 vebsecs seers s . June Powell 
Rs. < oe eebsdseeavens Diana Dove 
Bee ree William Thorburn 
Second Policeman... Bernard Quinn 
CE oe 6 5 KOE O John Sinclair 
Heavenly Friend..... Jack Melford 
MORE MOGDOE .. ic cccccee William Sherwood 
DOUIBO... cccccccscencce Bambi Linn 
SOU MAWEE . 0 2 0 8oe he ogeesss Robert Pagent 
Enoch Snow, Jr....... Edward Monson 
PEINGIDE) .. cr ccesece Vincent Charles 


Dr. BOGOR... 6. .cce. William Sherwood 

Prince Littler’s presentation of 
“Carousel” at the Drury Lane, 
opening June 7, caused 
tion as to whether it would repeat 
the phenomenal success*of “Okla- 
homa!”’ Most critics referred detri- 
mentally to the fact it was based 
on Molnar’s ‘“‘Liliom,” which failed 


in London. ; 
The b.o. answer lies in the 
house record has been’ broken 


by ticket agencies buying $140,000 
worth of seats for three months, 
and business has already topped 
“Oklahoma!” figures. 

Critical consensus 
part is excellent, 


is that first 
with tuneful 


music and highly skilled dancing | 


ensembles, but that the second 
half peters out into sentimental 
bathos, with after-death scenes in 
dubious taste. 

Show is brilliantly directed by 
Jerome Whyte while dance ensem- 
bles by Agnes de Mille are beyond 
criticism. Iva Withers, Margot Mo- 
ser and Stephen Douglass (from 
original Broadway cast) registered 
emphatic hits. Bambi Linn’s danc- 
ing and miming as the posthumous 
child was outstanding, and stopped 
| the show. Costuming is more elab- 
orate than the New York produc- 
tion, and the staging is expert. 

While the premiere was given an 
| enthusiastic reception, it lacked the 
/unrestrained acclaim of both 
|“Annie” and “Oklahoma!” on 

which occasions songs were called 
for repetition after the curtain fall. 
'And there were no speeches. 

| Clem. 





4 * - . 

So Wird’s Gemacht 
(Born Yesterday) 

| Vienna, May 25. 
| Neues Theatre in der Scala presenta- 
tion of comedy by Garson Kanin. Trans- 
lated by Alfred Polgar. Staged by F. J. 
Engel. Set by Erika Thomasberger. At 
Neues Theatre, Vienna, 
Billie Dawn 
Harry Brock 
Paul Verrall 
Sen. Norval Hedges 
Frau Hedges 
Devery 


Hortense Raky 
Otto Woegerer 
Emil Stoehr 
Robert Valberg 
Grete Bukovics 
Guenther Haenel 
Eddi Brock Rudolf Rhomberg 
Geschaeftsfuehrer Ludwig Hillinger 
RPS SP ERIE REIS, sige: Maria Gabler 


was to be expected, has laid a 


heavy 


Originally produced in the USS. | 
by the Theatre Guild (Lawrence Langner- | 


Iva With. | 


specula- | 


The setting is ugly and predomi- 
/nantly dark, suited more for trag- 
/edy or melodrama than for light 
comedy, Barn, 





|Streetear Named Desire 
(ALDWYCH, LONDON) 


London, June 14. 


There have been two important 
changes in the cast during the past 
week. Vivien Leigh has quit and 
her part as Blanche Du Bois is 
taken over by film star Betty Ann 
Davies, while Frances Hyland steps 
into role of Stella, formerly played 
by Renee Asherson. 

These major casting changes un- 
derline the fact that the play was 
not dominated by its players. Miss 
Davies may lack some of the inten- 
sity of her predecessor, but her 
interpretation of this complex per- 
sonality is achieved with a sincer- 
ity and finesse that’s highly com- 
mendable. Miss Hyland, too, hasn’t 
the emotional power of Miss Ash- 
erson, but here again, good mate- 
rial, coupled with her sincerity, 
leads to success. Bonar Colleano, 
continuing the Kowalski part, is as 
fresh and virile as ever. His act- 
ing continues -to be one of the 
great things in this tense, dramatic 
offering. 

With one minor exception, the 
remainder of the cast is same as on 
its opening last October. The grip- 
ping and powerful atmosphere, 
| achieved then, is still very much 
in evidence, and the show looks to 
| hold as a major attraction for some 
| time to come. Myro. 


| Atlantic City 
‘in the past, according to manager 
| Walter Wood. 
Among those with the company 
| will be Eleanor Harvey and David 
| Pike, members of the staff at Mal- 
colm Atterbury’s Playhouse in Al- 
bany during the fall-winter sea- 
| son; Edgar Clark, who was with 
{the Valley Players, last summer's 
|lessees of the barn theatre; Vir- 
'ginia Calhoun, of Troy; Louis 
| Woodruffe, who has been on WRGB 
| television shows in Schenectady; 
|Gale McClintock, a member of a 
| Pompton Lakes, N. J., strawhatter 
_last summer and a telecaster over 
| WOC, Davenport, Ia. 
Eunice Osborne, formerly of the 
| Goodman Memorial Theatre in 
|Chicago, will again direct the 
| Bridge group. 




















Continued from page 48 





Collingwood’s ‘Run’ Week 
Collingwood, Va., June 20. 

Collingwood theatre notched a 
$1,300 week with “See How They 
Run,” its best mark so far, and 
there.are some signs that the new 
400-seat, open-air strawhatter is 
beginning to catch on with the 
locals in this northern corner of 
Virginia. 

“See How They Run” has been 
moved in for a second week, re- 
placing “The Awful Truth,” origi- 
|mally scheduled for this session. 
|Meantime, Lee Bergere, com- 
|pany’s leading man, is back from 
/his honeymoon and has started re- 





| hearsals for “Two Mrs. Carrolls,” 
| which the Equity stock company 
Vienna’s Communist theatre, as | Presents next week. 


| 


Collingwood is considering a 


hand on Garson Kanin’s World preem for a play by James 


charming, light comedy and turned | Molloy, Rhode Island newspaper- 


it into a social manifesto. 


phasis from Billie Dawn, the dumb 
ex-showgirl, to Harry Brock, the 
power-seeking “capitalist,” and 


while no admirable character, was 
nevertheless a comic creation as 
conceived by the author. But on 
_ the Vienna stage Brock snorts and 
charges through the play like some 
_ beast which, as one newspaper 
| critic remarked, resembles some- 
\thing caught in the jungle. For 
| the sake of the social message he 
had to be sinister, for, as the pro- 
| Sram told the audience, “here is 


Sylvia Siegler’s Show of the Month | the representative type of Ameri- 


ean businessman.” | 

Hortense Raky, while no Judy 
Halliday, is more than adequate as 
Billie Dawn. And Emil Stoehr as | 
the “New Republic” reporter, plays | 
with surprising restraint. He de- | 
livers what could have been turned | 


| into rabble-rousing lines with the 


understatement which is almost the 
rule on Broadway but which one | 
sees seldom on the German-lan- | 
guage stage. 
But these two performances can’t | 
save the play from the over-all ef- | 
fect of revulsion created by the 


| 


The theatre apparently has taken | erator. 
no liberties with the script, but |small broadcast station in a little 
the direction has changed the em- | town. . 


| 


from comedy to melodrama. Brock,” 


man and former radio station op- 
Play deals with a scrappy 











‘Summer and Smoke’ 
Original Broadway Setting 


PROPS AND FURNITURE 
COSTUMES 
NOVACORD 


For Details Write: 
MANNING GURIAN 


250 West 57th Street 
NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 


or Call Ci, 5-5980 
A tanec A Wm SN AN 


“ARE YOU APPEARING ™ 
IN A BROADWAY PLAY? 


Now under the strongest lights, latest 
scientific technique, from Paris, en- 
ables you to face your audience with 
smooth, youthful, clear-skinned radi- 
ance, free of wrinkies, biemishes, 
age-signs and superfivous hair. 
FREE Consvitation and Anstyse 


ELISABETH UNGAR 345-2 


MU. 6-2120 
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Man Bites Dog 

The N. Y. Daily News, arch-rival 
f Hearst’s N. Y. Daily Mirror, 
“is0 a tabloid, saluted Mirror 
olumnist Walter Winchell with 
ine jead editorial yesterday (20) 
captioned, “Nice Job, Walter.” The 
sense journalistic tribute read: 
“This is about the most uncustom- 
ary editorial we could possibly 
rint today; but we want to con- 


gratulate Walter Winchell on hav- 


ing inc . - 
Mt William Lurye to give himself 


Pf ” 
up Sunday night. Nice work: 
it was noticed that with succeed- 
Mirror’s contemporaries — 
increasingly generous in | 
kudos for the columnist’s signal 
scoop Which was showmanly timed 
to climax directly after his regular 
av night broadcast. From the 


became 


Sund . A — 
grudging mentions, in the earlier 
stories, that Beriedict Macri “was 
accompanied by columnist Walter | 
Winchell,” the metropolitan N. i a 
dailies and the wired syndicates 
gave increasing credit to the role} 
he played in effecting the surren- | 
de. Winchell’s prime concern 
was a formal claim for the $25,000 


reward to go to the Damon Runyon 
Cancer Fund. 

\iacri’s surrender was the sec- 
ond time Winchell had persuaded 
a fugitive to give himself up. Louis 
(Lepke) Buchalter, who died in the 
electric chair at Sing Sing, N. Y., 


for his role in Murder, Inc., sur- | 


rendered to Winchell and FBI 
chief J. Edgar Hoover in 1939. 
international Ladies Garment 


Workers Union president David 
Dubinsky praised Winchell for his 
work in effecting Macri’s appre- 
hension and expressed the hope 
that he would also influence John 
‘Scartace) Giusto, wanted for the 
assassination of Lurye, to surren- 
der. 





Durante In Spades 

While Maurice Zolotow’s profile 
on Jimmy Durante is due for early 
Satevepost publication, Gene Fow- 
ler is working assiduously on the 
Clavton, Jackson & Durante saga 
in book form. It will also be a 5- 
or 6-parter in Collier’s pre-pub- 
Jication. 

While Durante is currently shoot- 
ing at Universal] in “The Milkman,”’ 
on loanout from Metro, Lou Clay- 
ton and Eddie Jackson are filling 
in Fowler on the biog. 
tv. Clayton is making progress fol- 
lowing a protracted siege of illness. 
He is personal rep for the come- 
dian. Jackson is also on the pay- 
roll as general aide, thus preserv- 
ing the trio despite its breakup 20 
years ago when Sime counselled 
Durante to accept a Metro solo 
film opportunity, Clayton’s illness 
caused Durante to cancel a Palla- 
dium, London, commitment this 
summer. 





Holmes Acquires ‘Liberty’ 

Liberty magazine, which folded 
after 26 years of publication, has 
been bought by Lawrence Holmes, 
who now owns Night ahd Day and 
Taboo mags. Last issue of the 
present Liberty is the July num- 
ber. New editor will be Virginia 
l'ravers, former press head of the 
Compton agency. 


In September Holmes will bring 
oul a new and larger general in- 
terest monthly under. the Liberty 
litle, to sell for 20 cents. Liberty, 
founded in 1924 by Joseph M. Pat- 
ferson, late publisher of the N. Y. 
Daily News, has had four different 
publishers in the past five. years. 
Started as a weekly, it be@ame a 
fortnightly in 1947 and shortly af- 
terwards a monthly. In 1931 Ber- 
narr Macfadden took over owner- 
ship for a stretch. 





; New Cue Editor 
Eleanor Pollock, editor of Cue 


juced the alleged murderer | 


editions Winchell’s and the} 


their | 
| James P. McGranery set a hearing | 


death of his mother, Margery Sill 
Wickware. Under the agreement, 
the suit declares, Wickware was 
required to pay $4,000 if his moth- 
er died within one year; $8,000 if 
from one to five years; five to 10 
years, $12,000; 10 to 15 years, $19.- 
000, and $24,000 beyond that. Mrs. 
Wickware died last May 10. The 
writer’s complaint says he also as- 
signed two life insurance policies 
of $6,000 each to Huber as further 
security for the loan. Huber paid 
$485 in premiums, the suit avers. 

Suit calls the agreement ‘“‘a sub- 
terfuge and a usurious contract 
prepared in a form intended to cir- 
cumvent the law concerning illegal 
and usurious interest.” Judge 





'for Thursday (22) on a motion by 
Wickware’s counsel for a prelimi- 
nary injunction to prevent Huber 
from assigning the “bill of sale.” 





‘Thurber Country’ In ’51 


James Thurber revealed last 
week in Columbus, O., that Simon 
& Schuster will publish his 
“Thurber Country” in the fall of 
1951. Tome, which Thurber says 
has only five chapters yet to be 
written, will deal with the Thurber 
| family and people he knows from 
,his youth in the Buckeye capital. 

Satirist spent about a week in 
Columbus following his appearance 
at Kenyon College, where he was 
awarded a doctor of letters—his 
first degree. Thurber said he was 
also working on an adult fairy-tale 
‘called “The 13 Clocks,” and two 
other books, titled ‘Thurber Peo- 
ple” and “The Spoodle,” the latter 
/a 10,000-word satire on Con- 
|gressional investigations and Red 
probes. 


|. Because of his severely impaired | 


eyesight, no drawings have come 
from the Thurber pen for the past 
three years but two mechanical 
devices have been perfected which 
will be made available to him so 
ithat he again plans to do some 
;cartoon work. One is a large 
i'drawing board made by General 
| Electric, which , is’ illuminated 
|underneath the board, and the 
|Other is an aluminum pencil that 
|produces a brilliantly lighted line 
,like neon tubing. It is made in 
Czechoslovakia. 





Protestant World Bows 
First printing of the Protestant 


made in Kansas City last Thursday 
(15), with an initjal run of 33,000. 
| Paper, which has been planned for 
|nearly two years, came out in five- 
| column tabloid size, with a June 
/18 dateline. First issue was an 
| eight-pager. 

Eventually, paper will be printed 
with a separate edition in about 50 
| cities, plus a national edition, also 
/ printed in Kansas City. In each of 
| the 50 cities, the editions will have 
‘individualized front pages, with 
page 4 reserved for community 
|news. Other pages will be same in 
-all papers. 
| Circulation .lists for the paper 
/will come from churches, which 
| participate in the plan. The cir- 
| culation of the first issue went to 
members of 34 different churches 
in the Kansas City area” Subscrip- 
tion price is $3 annually. 


James E. Craig, former chief, 


(editorial writer of the New York 
i'Sun, is managing editor of the 
Protestant World. While paper will 
‘be printed and distributed from 
|'Kansas City, editorial offices are 
‘in New York. Andrew Wallace is 
| business manager of the K.C. edi- 
| tion. 





| 


| Hopkins Biog Set 

| Life of the late producer Arthur 
Hopkins is being scripted by Rose- 
‘mary Sprague, Cleveland novelist, 
| who was officially authorized by 
| the Hopkins family to write it. She 
received okay from William R. 


fith are no longer working to- 
gether on the Griffith life-story. 


Masterson, Reddy and Nelson trio, 
now owns Jim Tully’s place on 
Toluca Lake, Cal. 


Fred Beck and wife driving to 

Y. from the Coast to consult 

Henry Holt & Co. about Beck’s new 
book on columnists. 


Helen Colton and Martin Field 
back in Hollywood, after a round- 
trip tour by car to New York, with 
a flock of new assignments. 


lance writer, 
| editor of 
Ann Daggett who returns to New 
| York as editor of True Experiences. 
Motion picture edition of Ten- 
nessee Williams’ “The Glass Me- 
nagerie” will be published by New 
Directions Press, illustrated with 
stills from the Warner production. 
Virginia Tomlinson on Coast writ- 
ing of her days among the early 
naval air pilots, between King Fea- 
ture pieces of Hollyweod stars. 
Book is being called “With My 
| Feet Off the Ground.” 


Grace Fischler, former editor of 
,Movie Stars Parade, joined Faw- 
,cett Publications’ Motion Picture 
mag as Hollywood editor. t the 
| Same time Bill Wise, who had been 
with True mag, became MP asso- 
| Ciate editor. 


| Meyer Berger closed a deal to 
write the life story of Fanny Brice 
for publication by Alfred Knopf. 

| “They All Played Ragtime,” his- 
tory of jazz by Rudi Blesh and 
Harriet Janis, is due off Knopf 
presses in October. 

A revised edition of “A Pic- 
torial History of the Movies,” by 
Deems Taylor, Bryant Hale and 
Marcelene Peterson, first pub- 
lished seven years ago, will be is- 
sued July 14 by Simon & Schus- 
ter. Revised edition will cover the 
years 1899 to 1949. 


_ Several books of show business 
|}Interest are on Macmillan’s fall 
| list. Among them are: “History of 

the Russian Theatre,” by B. V. Var- 

neke, covering the 17th-19th cen- 
.turies; “Shantymen and Shanty- 
boys,” songs of sailors and lum- 

berjacks, collected by William M. 

Doerflinger; “Fritz Kreisler,” by 

Louis P. Lochner, and “Thematic 
| Process in Music,” by Rudolph 

Reti. 

Robin Levinson, 17 year-old 
daughter of Leonard Levinson, Im- 
possible Pictures prez, was awarded 
,;the Crombie Allen Prize for the 
| best short-story writing during the 
| past year at Scripps College in 





| 


Incidental- | World, new weekly newspaper, was | California. 








Benefit Evil a 


| Continued from page 1 


limit their video appearances 
Thus a show getting first crack 
‘at an act in some time would pay 
/'more because of the fact that act 
‘hadn't been seen for a while. Per- 
‘centers claim that it’s impossible 
‘to maintain acts’ salaries when 
they perform for free on gigantic 
networks. It’s also stated that cer- 
/tain types of acts cannot work too 


'frequently on video. Many turns 


| have one or two major routines, 
‘and if they're seen too often, they 
are finished for some time on this 
‘mediuni. Thus tele performances 
‘have to be limited. 
| It’s also participated that an in- 
crease in the number of benefits 
will cause sponsor squawks. Very 
few bankrollers can pay for a 
show of the magnitude of the 
palsy benefit. It’s been estimated 
that talent on that display, if 
| bought at regular-rates, would run 


to $50,000. With time and produc- | 


‘tion, rehearsals and music, it’s es- 
‘timated that a program of this 
kind would run to $100,000. Even 
the major vaude shows current 
‘cannot compete with displays of 


| this type. 


reaeauine the last 312 years, has Hopkins, former city manager Of sey the palsy stanza. The Milton 


resigned as of June 30. She was 
vonen $ page editor of the Phila- 
elphia Record for six years prior 
lo her Cue post. 
Charles McLendon, onetime city 


| Cleveland, and one of the three 
‘surviving brothers. 

| Miss Sprague, who has _ been 
‘drama director of Notre Dame 
College, Cleveland, wrote “North- 


| Berle marathon didn’t elicit that 
‘kind of gab because of the fact 
, that nobody did a full act and thus 
i/usefulness on other shows wasn't 


wil ee te N: Y» Herald Tribune, ward to Albion,” a historical novel, | impaired. 


Will be new Cue editor, 





Mystery Writer Sues on Loan 
Francis Sill Wickware. mystery 
story writer filed suit in Phila- 
delphia federal court to void a fi- 
nancial agreement with a local bus- 
eee man. Wickware’s suit says 
* accepted $3,000 from Joel Cook 
wuber, who operates a loan and in- 
sucance business here, in January, 
han toe ae agreement he now 
a a q 
$3,000 how § uber $8,000 for the 
The | author says he was “re- 
ee to enter into a “bill of 
eae an assignment of his $20,000 
re in the estate of an aunt, 
uch he was to inherit upon the 


| approved selection for February, 


| 1947. Another book of hers now 


‘in the writing is “Witch of Wind- | 
‘sor,’ historical novel set in me-) 
Writer studied | 


'dieval England. 
acting in New York, wrote and 
produced “Goiden Keys” for WJW, 
Cleveland. and received her Ph. 
D. from Western Reserve U. re- 
cently, a 





CHATTER 

| Frank Scully tapped by the 
‘Academy of Political Science. 

| Herbert G. Drake appointed as- 
‘sistant to the president of Macfad- 
iden Publications. , 

' Emily Harvin and Corinne Grif- 


named by the Catholie Club as its | 


Agencies and performers con- 
cede that the problem is tough 
‘and cannot be solved by individual 
action. They feel that under pres- 
ent circumstances it wouldn't be 
'good for an act to refuse to work 
a video benefit. It’s difficult to 
turn down a worthy cause, no 
matter how it will hurt in the long 
‘run. Jt’s thought that it will wti- 
mately be up to the unions to pro- 
vide a control on such benefits. 
But with the unions currently un- 
‘able to come to an agreement on 
‘video jurisdiction, it’s felt that 
talent will be in a spot every time 
|the question of a free show comes 
Up. 


} 
| 


John Reddy, the writer of the | 


} 
| 


! 





SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 


Newport News, June 17. 
Kiddies are being graduated from schools of journalism all over this 
snafued land this month and are being told that there are greater op- 
portunities than ever before, if they'll only be alert enough to grasp 
them. From this they can’t help but get the idea that being ahead of 








‘the parade is the great American secret of success, and no profession 


Talk of control of benefits came | 


aa |proves it better than journalism, where “get it first and get it right” 
Lyle Rooks, publicist and free-| ; 
named Hollywood | 
Photoplay replacing 


has long been the yardstick of good reporting. 

If they: happened to read a full-page ad on the back page of the May 
15 issue of The New York Times they might have got the idea that, 
better than working on a daily, was writing features for a weekly and, 
best of all, for Collier’s. Sigma Delta Chi, a fraternity of professional 
journalists, had tapped Collier’s twice, it appeared—once for a piece on 
“The Secret Boss of California” and the second citation for something 
called “New Menace in Missouri.” a 

The plug pointed out that Collier's was the only magazine to be 
honored by Sigma Delta Chi and moreover the only publication of 
any kind to be singled out for two awards. ‘More than six months ago,” 
the ad stated, “Lester Velie first uncovered the rotten mess in Missouri. 
Now, Bignaggio’s violent end has touched off a series of official inves- 
tigations, based in a large part on what Velie found.” 

Their Time Is Your Time 

I find that over the wide-open spaces of Collier’s-praise-from-the- 
pros I had written a series of dissenting opinions. That may have been 
the first time Velie had written in Collier’s about the Missouri muck 
but it wasn’t the first time anybody had written about it anywhere. 

That’s the great trouble. with writing for magazines. If you are 
really the first in the field you have no market because “nobody knows 
what you're talking about.” If you wait until they do, the chances are 
you'll be told, “this one has been written to death.” 

Timing is terribly important, but if you’re ahead of the parade that 
wilP not get you any Sigma Delta Chi citations. You may find that 
you’re marching alone, unhonored and unsung, for the simple reason 
that nobody has got up as yet to cheer you as you go by. 

No, the secret of success is to play for the middle aisle, for the noon 
day crowd. Don’t be ahead of the parade. Be right in step with it. 
Or if you want to move into the big money, be a few steps behind it. 
Generals don’t establish beachheads. They move in after they’re taken. 

All you have to do is to watch how magazines cash in on the accu- 
mulated press notices of showfolk to see how far behind they are from 
uncovering anything. In fact they often make their discoveries a few 
steps ahead of the lowly planters of the dead. 

Perhaps 40 or 50 years ago, when The American Magazine was muck- 
raking its way to eminence and the Collier’s of Norman Hapgood’s day 
was not far behind, there may have been stuff printed in these publi- 
cations for the first time anywhere, but I doubt if it were true even 
then. Some American Guardian of that day probably first exposed the 
filth of the Chicago stockyards before the glossier mace-men moved in 
with their sterilized hatchets. 

Left At the Post 

I remember the first shock I got in this direction was when sound 
pictures turned Hollywood upside down. I was in England at the time. 
VARIETY had covered the revolution from every angle. In fact, it had 
figured the thing was milked dry after a year or two, and then one day 
to my astonishment I discovered that The Saturday Evening Post had 
discovered there was such a thing as talkers. It flayed the practically 
dead horse so hard he ran three extra races. They may be faster in 
discovering television and 10 years from now they’ll be rolling their 
readers in the aisles with risibles about Jack (Olio) Paar, who took it 
and couldn’t leave it. 

About 15 years ago I found myself deported to California for some 
subversive cracks which studios thought were funny enough to buy and 
I had hardly sniffed its olio air before I sensed that it was simply 
another case of where every prospect pleases and only man is vile. 
Picture people didn’t take the place seriously.. It was run by a com- 
bination of the unterwelt and the oberwelt. The mayor of its largest 
town wasn’t even a citizen. 

One day I got to talking with Judge Ben B. Lindsey, who had been 
broken in Denver. With him was A. Brigham Rose, once of Bill Fallon’s 
office. Rose wanted Lindsey to run for judge. Sam Untermyer was 
at Palm Springs and he told Ben to forget about it. He'd help him 
get a job in a law office. But Rose touted Lindsey so hard the little 
reformer polled the highest vote that anybody had ever polled in Los 
| Angeles, FDR included. Nevertheless, the combination between the 
underworld and law enforcement boxed hizzonor so completely that he 
never got going in L.A. as he had in Denver. 

Arnold Gingrich wrote me that he was going to start a new magazine 
ealled Ken and intended to-do in our time what The American Maga- 
zine, old Collier's, Lincoln Steffens and the like had done to expose 
the shame of the cities when we were kiddies. He wanted to know if 
I had any ideas on the subject. So I wrote him the inside story of L.A., 
which had become a sunny place for shady people, and in honor of 
Judge Lindsey's old Denver crusade I called it, “New Jungle, Same Old 
Beasts.” 

Change Here For Hitler and Forest Lawn 

It was generally conceded to be terrific, and libel-proof, thanks to 
nine pounds of documents. But Gingrich must have got pressured 
along a very wide front,because he finally decided to duck the whole 
issue of the terror of big cities and turned to denouncing the Nazis 
instead. It seemed much safer to expose Adolph at 4,000 miles than 
L.A. And so Ken died and now Collier’s has come into not only an 
inheritance but all sorts of honors as well. ‘That’s the advantage of 
being 15 years behind the parade. 

Sometimes you don’t even know you weren't the first until it’s too 
late to repair the trespass. For instance, a guy named Donald Keyhoe 
wrote a piece on flying saucers for True magazine in its January, 1950, 
issue. “Obviously he had been working on the project for weeks or 
possibly months before that date. But ever since then his publishers 
have been screaming to the world that they were the first to say that 
fiving saucers were real. 

Recently Fawcett, his publisher, has enlarged his wild goose chase 
into a pocket-sized paper-back edition bearing the same title which had 
been used on his previous article. But on the back cover they say: 

“Here, for the first time, the full, complete story of the flying saucers 
is told by the author who first brought them to the attention of the 
world.” 

Now, this represents research at its worst. He wasn’t the first to tell 
it. In Variety I told it three months before he did in True. But after 
six months of research I find that I wasn’t the first to tell it by any 
means. A little magazine named Fate, which was published in Evans- 
ton, Ill., broke out in a rash of flying saucers at least a year before 
even I did. 

In “Behind the Flying Saucers’ I am giving every conceivable credit 
where it is due. I had thought for a while of calling it “Flying Saucers 
For Beginners,” and considering how widespread the ignorance of 
Keyhoe, Purdy, Fawcett, et al., seems to be, it might not be a bed 
idea to change it even now. 

But for you kiddies who have just graduated from schools of jour- 
nalism I hope the lesson is clear. Let the “other chump establish the 
beachhead. You move in with the photographers and distinguished vis- 
itors. It took me half a lifetime to learn that the race may be to the 
swift but that the clockers live longer. 

Make haste slowly, don’t shoot above their shoulders (there’s nothing 
there). and then you too may win a Greek letter from the fraternity of 
professional journalists. You know what a journalist is, don't you? A 
‘guy newspapermen chip in to bury. 
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seeing preparations for coming 
openings of his three Cape thea- 
tres: Cape playhouse, Dennis, June 


Broadway 


London 


Alfred Marks is to have his own 


Clifford C. Fischer fiying back | 9¢. Falmouth playhouse, Chetiames- | oO thew ter tae SOO, henliae te 


to Paris this weekend. 
Gloria St. Clair starts song and 
iano stint this week at Bill Berto- 


‘sett, July 3; Cape Cod Music Cir- | 
! cus, Hyannis, July 4. 
Grant Mouradoff, former leading 


July 


| Chevalier Bros. flying to Aus- 


tralia June 26 to play vaudeville 


otti’s downtown. |dancer of Metropolitan, is due at! season there for David Martin. 











Esso Sponsoring 


Continued from page 1 


























Bill Johnson back from starring | H is. thi ance iil 
in the London production of | “Yannis this weekend w s x | 
“Annie Get Your Gun.” inet members of Ballet Russe de Monte 
Ken Murray’s show | ; t 
winds up this Saturday, following | od a for a hed 
which he goes to the Coast. is Circus choreographer and ballet | 
Bud Abbott and Lou Costello | master. Also due at Circus is Tony | 
sailing Friday (33) on the Queen Cabot, orch conductor. 
Mary for a European junket. ; Se 
Theatrical tax expert Joe Win- W rt Co , 
ters’ daughter, Frederica Winters, estpo ’ nn. 
graduated from U of Michigan. By Humphrey Doulens 
J. Fred Coots to be partied to-| Anita Loos visiting the John C. | 
night (21) at Le Vouvray on his Wilsons. | 
30th anniversary as a composer. | ; 
Ted Husing to broadcast feature PR dl — to Texas eal 
races from Monmouth Park every | Cross Roads, town’s only night- 
Saturday during current season. | snot, doing brisk weekend business. 
Clark Gable, Metro star, in town | “"Raiph Hawkes, music publisher, 
to gt oo tne renting home of William Primrose, 
Tives |the violist. 
ueen Mary. 
* George Giass, Stanley Kramer | richard Rodgers, an apprentice at 
Productions v.p., cancelled plans | Country Playhouse. 
on coming ee for lo-| ~ Jose Iturbi, Peggy French, 
cal opening of “The Men.” es 
Veterans of Foreign Wars cock- house Alec Templeton, Jed Harris, 
tailing Robert Christenberry, or John Hammond, Raymond Massey 
— ee a” at the and Eva LeGallienne at uecon 
s u “tel te 'Man” opening (19) in ountry 
A 20th anni memorial mass for 
Joe Schenck (Van &) will be cele-| +“? _ Gene Tunney 
brated at St. Malachy’s R.C. Church | Gladys Swarthout, Ruth Gordon. | 
et A | Justin Sturm, Garson Kanin and 
Wty eager Max Gordon attending preem o 
trans-Atlantic commuter ye ~~ Melody Fair on Danbury Fair- 
months, sailed for England lest] Grounds June 20. “The Merry 
Dolores Dillon, longtime sec to Widow” was opening bill. 
announcer Bill Stern, leaving that 
post to try operatic career via the 
Cape Cod circuit this summer. 
acques Chabrier, prez of Pathe 
Cinema and the Paris theatre, || 
laned to Paris Monday (19) to — 
Puddle with PC execs abroad. be given a week, and the schedule 
Ray Murray, Columbia h.o. flack, will be increased if different ac- | 
in Washington as unit publicist for | tors can be used in various shows, 
the troupe shooting “Born Yester- so as to conform with Equity rules. | 
day,” “— Mg 5 Pate yg abt ce The company of 22, including 10 or | 
Mrs. Ruby Schinasi out 0 €'11 actors and four or five staff | 
hospital following surgery. Her t,embers, will be headed by Mont- | 
one, nee hae ca a. 'gomery Hare as managing director. 
ig | Players thus far set include Leo 
Wr uclend Waeater, Dutch vaude and | Chalzell, Gordon Sommers, Herb- | 
musical comedy performer, arrived | ert Nelson and Betty Moore. Paul 
in New York last week under a/| Fanning, recently a film p.a., will 
year’s visitor’s permit to study | book the show and serve as ad- | 
American show biz. , | vance man. 
Joseph Stein, of the showbizTaw-| The amount paid by Esso will 
firm of Sargoy & Stein, resting at | cover only part of the troupe’s op- 
his Fire Island home after a long | erating expenses, but it’s under- 
a re a to his | stood that if the project begins 
Cee aster me &S ° .. | running a deficit the sponsor has 
Nina Foch wound up shooting indi hy? - 
86 Sop co | cated a willingness to increase 
Ny Ea Ls Me — | its contribution. The exact amount 
and planes A the Coast tomorrow | being put up at the start isn’t dis- 
(22) for 10 days of vacation. | closed. ' 
Harry Ruby, of the cleffer team | Although there will be no com- 
of Kalmar & Ruby, in town from | mercials before, after or during 
the Coast to sit in on a sneak pre-/| the shows, the Esso trademark will 
view of Metro’s pos nm |be displayed over the boxoffice at | 
Words,” filmization of Ruby’s life.| each stand, and there will be ex- | 
Robert Lantz, who eee pm tensive tieups with local Esso deal- | 
— me og Bagg re Bod Sg re. | eFS, who will have 10% discount | 
s legit an » *** | coupons to distribute to their cus- 
turns to New York tomorrow tomers for use in purchasing ad- 
(Thurs.) after a short stay on the | iio to the Bnd | 
Coast. Th j ° ae 
Nancy Davis, Metro actress star- ie sponsor's primary motive in 
jin “The Next Voice You backing the project, it’s explained, 
Hear,” guest-of-honor today (Wed.) | 15 to foster dealer relations. Prof- 
at a Greater New York Fund! its made on the tour will go en- 
luncheon being held in the tirely to the Barter Theatre. 
gy with Robert M.' 

Dowling as chairman. | 

Jock Lawrence, who quickied to 
London for a week’s huddles with FL-FC Merger 
clients Sam Goldwyn and J. Ar-) 
thur Rank, had to wo | Continued from page 4 game 
eon with Winston Churchill on',; P 
Monday (19) because he was due | Tight to call off all bets since FC 
back in N. Y. that day. Planed py “eee on the June 12) 

mt ine. William C. | 
both ways. eadline owever, 

Despite considerable bad weath- |MacMillen, EL exec veepee and 
er 20th-Fox’s crew lensing ‘14 "ew prez of ELC, played along 
Hours” in Wall street sector fin-| With Bernhard and no attempt was 
ished its work on schedule and made to take advantage of the sit-| 
planed back to the Coast Friday uation. This was particularly for- 
night (16) after two weeks in the tunate, since FC had already moved | 
east. Group, peuees id ee oe - homeoffice in the Para-| 
Henry Hathaway and players Paul) mount building, N. Y., and had also 
Douglas and Debra Paget, will fin- disbanded its sales forces. | 
ish the remaining interior scenes} The snarl gave rise to reports | 
at the studio. that Chemical was blocking the 

‘<semieie merger. Another report also cred- 
Cape Cod ited eee, Inc., with throwing 
up a hurdle by demanding some 

Iris Ashley, woman’s page editor 8Uarantee on the number of pix to, 
London Daily Mail, guest last week | - — 7. hag Color 
of Gert-ude Lawrence. | firm holds $1,100, n FC deben- 

Mary B. Winslow has entire staff tures but is not a creditor of ELC. 
finishing last minute details for| To get the new company off the 
real ge Ri ee of Monomoy | — it’s Pe canary that David 

eatre, atham. | Baird, new director, is lending the 

Seymour Krawitz, p.a. of Fal-/| outfit $1,000,000. i 
mouth playhouse, host last Satur- | street era will sla Sandee 
day night (17) at lobster broil for | : | 

taff b f Aldrich’ | return for his advance as well as a 
vel oe cl rich’s three | share in the company’s stock. 

i ‘ | In the past, Baird has been as- 


Arthur Sircom, Cape playhouse : : 
J : ; sociated with Floyd B. Odlum, head | 
stage director, arrived for his 11th | of Atlas Corp. and former con-| 


season. Also here are manager | ; 
Hugh Rennie, with his actress-wife, trolling stockholder of RKO. Re- | 
| 


Dortha Duckworth. | cently, Baird acted as liaison be- | 

Rehearsals going since last Fri- | tween Pathe Industries, EL’s par- | 
day (16) for Provincetown Play- | €™t company, and an outside syndi- 
house Co., opening June 30 with cate which purchased the Van/| 
“Anna Christie.” Charlie Moore |Sweringen realty in Cleveland 
directs again this year... which Pathe owned. That syndi- 

Richard Aldrich moved from New cate included Odlum as one of its. 
York for the summer. He is over-' principals. 


Carlo, who will be with Cape Cod| under S. 


| Rochester, Minn., for check-up fol- 


Nat Mills and Bobbie starring in 
new revue touring the provinces 
H. Newsome’s manage- 
ment. , 

Alicia Markova’s appendectomy 
necessitated cancellation of an Al- 
bert Hall season with Anton Dolin, 
and 20,000 ticket holders have had 
their money refunded. 

Johnny Lockwood starring in 
new revue “Passport to Paris,” 
which opens at Grand theatre, 
Brighton, for summer 
Charles Reading is producing. 


| 
Coincidental with the “Carousel” 


preem, Dorothy Hammerstein cele- | 
brated her birthday with a Savoy | 
party. Richard Rodgers was at} 
another private party in the hotel. | 

George Formby offered by Val} 


Parnell to head the all-British bill! previously at $199.95, to $695 for hea 


at London Palladium, weeks of | 
Aug. 7 and 14, but turned it down |} 
claiming they were worst weeks of | 
the year. 


lowing Hotel Radisson Flame 


Room date. 
Gay Nineties has Tyler & 
Renaud, Imogene, Wyane Fine, 


Sophie Parker, Joe Griffin and Ted 
Haeussler Trio. 

WCCO announcers urging listen- 
ers to take portable radios on their 
vacations so they ean continue to 
hear their favorite programs. 

Susan Strong, local actress and 
director, recently of University of 
Minnesota Theatre, one of eight 
girls in United States chosen to 
join Barter theatre at Abingdon, 





season. | 


Va. 











Philco Plans 


Continued from page 1 


placed orders for 340,000 sets from 
now until Sept. 30. 

Price range on the new Philco 
video sets runs from $149.95 for a 
12%-inch table model, which sold 











a 20-inch console, complete with a 
three-speed record-changer, AM 
and FM radio and the new remote 
control unit. Latter is Philco’s 


Hollywood 


Georgia Gibbs in town for Tv 
whirl. 

Mary Grant laid up with strep 
throat. 

John Garfield planed in from 
Broadway. 

Ellen Drew sold her home in 
Beverly Hills. 


Paul Jones on the mend after 
major surgery. 

Jim Hawthorne hospitalized with 
food poisoning. 


Michael Curtiz laid up with 
_ virus infection. 

| Jeanette MacDonald to Hawaii 
|for concert series. 


| George Paals celebrated their 
| 20th wedding anni. 


Mickey Rooney celebrated his 
25th anni as an actor. 

Joseph Hazen and family in from 
N.Y. for six-week stay. 

Johnny Mack Brown to Texas to 
d the annual Lubbock Rodeo. 
Elmo Lincoln back in town after 

touring two months with a circus. 
| Dore Schary freturned to his 
Metro desk after a siege of illness. 
Adolphe Menjou _ putting his 








Se Te One NOT SNe! nee seals peg, comparable to the | oojiection of rare coins on auction 


band Conrad Hilton interrupted 
their honeymoon to meet the press 
at a reception organized by Metro. 
She also did a personal at the 
opening of “Father of the Bride.” 


James Mason to start his own/| Channels, etc., without leaving his | 


built-in antenna introduced last 
year. Unit is small enough to fit in 
the hand and, through its use, a 


| block. ° 
| Constance Talmadge in_ from 
|N. Y. to visit her sisters Norma 


| viewer can turn on the set, switch | and Natalie. 


Paulette Goddard switched her 


production “Del Palma” when he| easy chair. Another new Philco in- | agency connections, from MCA to 
finishes his role in “Pandora and| vention unveiled is an automatic | Ferry-Pickman. 


the Flying Dutchman.” Bill Spier | 


is here from America to direct, | 
with his wife, June Havoc, as co-| 
star. 

Julie Wilson, currently at the | 
Colony and Astor niteries for five} 
weeks, with management not tak- 
ing up the options. Is followed 
by the Merry Macs, with Connie | 
Sawyer in next. Then Rose Mur- 
phy comes in. 


Miami Beach | 


By Lary Solloway | 
Patsy Shaw heads up new show | 
at Saxony hotel. | 

Paddock Club reopens’ with | 
strip show on June 22. 

Five O’Clock Club tees off sum- 
mer run on July 6, with Martha 
Raye heading show. 

Frankie Laine and Nan Grey! 
due here for a few days on way | 
back from South American honey- 
moon. 

Mother Kelly’s will remain shut- | 
tered for summer. New partners | 
due to join Joe Sonken, currently | 
sole owner. They'll feature top| 
acts this fall. 

First of straight supper clubs to | 
reopen hereabouts last week was | 
Alan Gale’s Celebrity Club. Show | 
features Gale, Freddie Stewart | 
and the Haydocks, with Teddy | 
King’s orch. 

More hotels’. planning’ cafe’) 
rooms, among them the Coronet 
and Robert Richter. Shortage of 
good acts bringing hassles among 
local bookers who submit dupli- 
cate talent to all the plusheries 
using midweek and weekend shows. 
Only straight bookings are the 
Sherry Frontenac with DeCastro 
Sisters and Nino the Great and 
Martinique with Milton Ross. 


Munich | 


By Paul Barnett 


Two West German films, “Sec- 
ond-hand = Fate” and “Night 
Guard,” to be shown at the Film 
Biennial in Venice. 

Eugene O’Neill’s one-act “Tran” 
and “Vor dem Fruehstueck” (Be- 
fore Breakfast) playing in the 
Atelier theatre in der Elisabeth- 
strasse. 

The acting team of Albert and 
Else Bassermann in_ successful 








preem at Heidelberg of Hans’ 
Feist’s dramatization of Thomas 
Mann’s novel, “The Beloved Re- 
turns.” 

South German radio network 
broadcasting a talk by Thomas. 


Mann, “My Time—A Review of the |]! 


Epoch from 1875 to 1950,” record- | 
ed on tape by the author in Zurich | 
on his 75th birthday. | 
Alfred Neumann the latest of. 
the European-born Americans to 
return from Hollywood for tempo- 
rary work in their native lands. 
Neumann has completed a scenario 
based on his own play “Abel,” 
which will be Si!med at Munich 
Geiselgasteig studios. 








Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 

Nick and George Alexander into 
Hotel Radisson Flame Room. 

Cliff Kyes’ local orch touring 
this territory in a new bus and cut- 
ting records under Request label. 

Dorothy Lewis Ice show with 
Joe Jackson, Jr., continuing indefi- 
nitely at Hotel Nicollet Minnesota 
Terrace. 

Dorothy Shay to Mayo Clinic, 





scanning system with a bounced | 
beam, which is said to give a uni-| 
formly clear picture even on the 
tube fringes. 

With its display of TV sets, radio 
and appliances valued at over $1,- | 
000,000, Philco is billing the con- 
vention as the “$1,000,000 stag 
party.” Outfit hosted a beauty | 
pageant last night (Mon.) to select | 


Eugene Zukor succeeded Wil- 
liam Cowitt as president of Para- 
mount Studio Club. 

Vick Knight bought out Henry 
Russell’s interest in their ad agency 
and will operate solo. 

George Jessel handed a check 
for $14,000 to Motion Picture Relief 
Fund as a result of the Friars 
Frolic. 

Jack L. Warner, Jane Wyman 


a “Miss Philco”; has scheduled a/and Gary Cooper awarded gold 
parade of the Philadelphia Mum-| trophies by Cine-Revue, Belgian 


mers on the boardwalk tomorrow 
(Wed.), and will wind up the meet | 
tomorrow night with a top-name 
variety show, headlining Martha 
Raye, Paul Whiteman, Don Mc- 
Neill and others. 





Seasonal Sales Slump 


Televesion set sales have slumped 
considerably during the last month, 
with some N. Y. retailers and de- 
partment stores reporting sales off 
as much as 25% from the previous 
month. Entire industry, however, 
is convinced that the drop is only 
seasonal, due to the anticipated de- | 
cline in viewing during the sum-| 
mer months. As one dealer point-| 
ed out, sales show an actual in- | 
crease over the comparable period | 
last year, but there is a percentage | 
decline from the last month. 

Considerable speculation 
been raised over the~ possibility 
that an early decision on color 
video by the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission might be respon- 
sible for the sales decline. This 
factor, however, is generally | 
brushed off in the trade as being | 
of no importance. According to 
another retailer, there has been 
sufficient counter-publicity on the 
color question to dissuade most po- 
tential customers from deciding to 
wait until color is available. 

Chief argument against any) 
sales inroads resulting from color | 
comes from Washington. Actual | 
color broadcasts are being aired 
daily there on an _ experimental 
basis, with color receivers spotted 
in public places throughout the' 
city. Despite what might be) 
termed “tension” resulting from | 
the colorcasts, however, the sales | 
records in D. C. are following | 
those in most other video areas, | 
with the slump described as sea-| 
sonal only. ’ 
‘ 





has | 














TestEd Wynn | 


Continued from page 2 














nificant, in that the web only te 
week demonstrated new develop- | 
ments in its kinescoping process | 
which were hailed as being far su- | 
perior to the previously-used kines. | 
Decision, however, reportedly re- | 
flects the web’s attitude that film 
eventually will represent the ma- | 
jor part of video programming. | 
Since Fairbanks’ multi-camming is | 
far less expensive than standard | 
film production, the web wants to_ 
see how it will work out on a’ 
regularly-scheduled show. | 

Fairbanks system was also used 
for several stanzas of International | 
Sterling’s “Silver Pheatre” on CBS | 
this year. In that case, however, | 
the shows were set up especially | 
for the film cameras and were not 
televised directly. On the Wynn | 
show, the program was aired live | 
on the Coast and kinescoped as 
usual, 





film mag. 


Cecil B. DeMille awarded a 


| plaque by the Exchange Clubs of 


California for outstanding contribu- 


'tions to Americanism. 


Dahn Ben-Amotz in town to 
study Hollywood production tech- 
nique as representative of the 
Education Department of Israel. 


Bucks County, Pa. 


Carl Fisher weekending at the 
John Roots. 
Elizabeth Mears, TV caster, in 


Mrs. Richard Hart and Chas, 
Heidt visiting Herb Rudleys. 

Arun Evans, daughter of scene 
designer Charles Evans, dancing 
for Music Circus. 

Max Gordon, Bernie Hart and 
Jerome Chodorovs weekending at 
Aquetong farm with Mrs. Bruce 
Colen. She is George Kaufman’s 
daughter. 

Martha Scott, Herb Rudley and 
Henry Bernard checked out Sun- 
day (18) for Moutainhome, Pa., to 
open there in “Another Language” 
this week. 

The Phil Bourneufs (Frances 
Reid) bought acreage from Don 
Walker and Tyson Nimick on Aque- 
tong Road in Solebury Township. 
Will build next season. 

James Doohan, staffer at Neigh- 
borhood Playhouse school, conduct- 
ing seminar for Playhouse appren- 
tices this week, since he is not re- 
hearsing in “Velvet Glove.” 


for weekend. 











U, Col Advances 


amas CONtinued from page 4 











lowed a steep decline from the 
all-time highs of 1946, 

a the upswing for sev- 
eral of the distribs is maintaining 
itself during the present stretch. 
U, for instance, stands to report an 
even greater net for its third quar- 
ter than that of the first two quar- 
ters combined. In that period, 
which ends Aug. 1, company should 
come up with a greater gross than 
heretofore. Its prospects are 
brightened by the forthcoming re- 
lease of “Harvey,” filmization of 
the legit hit. Us has already ab- 
sorbed most of the $900,000 story 
cost of the pic. 

Another upbeat distrib is Re- 
public. When the company an- 
nounces its earnings for the quar- 
ter ended April 30, it is expected 
that the figure will prove substan- 
tial. Company has already racked 
up $290,766 for the three months 
ended on Jan. 28. 

Earnings again demonstrated 
that the economy know-how exer- 
cized on the Coast and in the east 
in the past few years is shifting the 
tide in favor of the industry. Net 
takes of various majors have im- 
proved despite a decline in grosses 
which has yet to subside. Elimi- 
nation of costly pix and unneces- 
sary overhead is tabbed as the an- 
swer. 
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OBITUARIES 


ALPHONSE STEPPLING 


Alphonse (Al) Steppling, 43, vet | 
pittsburgh radio announcer and 
more recently music librarian at} 
WJAS, died in that city June 16.) 
He was also for many summers 
“The Voice of Kennywood Park | 
and known to numerous visitors | 
to that amusement center. 
liiness forced Steppling to re- | 
jen from WJAS announcer’s staff 
several years ago and upon his 
partial recovery he went with sta- 
tion WLOA in Braddock, Pa., as 
director of publicity and promo- 
tion. He left there in 1949 to re- 
turn to WJAS as head of the mu- 
library. 

He leaves a wife and two sons. | 


sit 





ALFRED CLARK 

Alfred Clark, 77, former chair- 
man of Columbia Gramophone Co. 
and Electric and Musical _Indus- 
tries, Ltd., of Britain, died in Ful- 
mer. England, June 16. _ He had 
worked with Thomas A. Edison in 
the development of sound repro- 
duction. 

Clark retired three years ago. | 
He founded a French gramophone | 
company in 1899, and was an ol- 
feer of the French Legion of 
Honor. Born in New York, he was 
naturalized a British subject in 
1928 His wife, Mrs. Gertrude 
Clark, survives. 





CLYDE PURCELL SCOTT | 

Civde Purcell Scott, 48, manager } 
of radio station KECA, died of a 
heart ailment in Holywood, June 


13 

Well known in radio circles, 
Scott studied journalism and_ad-| 
vertising at the University of Cali- | 
fornia, He became sales manager ,; 
for stations KFI and KECA when 
they were owned by Earl C. An-| 
thony. In 1944 Scott was appointed | 
general manager of KECA when it | 
became part of the American 
Broadcasting Co. 

He leaves his wife, and a sister. 





MAX DROGMANN 


Max Drogmann, 71, a cellist who 
alt one time played with Victor | 
Herbert, died in New York June | 
16. He was born in Berlin. 

Drogmann played with the Ber- 
lin Symphony Orchestra. He also 
traveled through Europe playing in 
orchestras in most of the capital | 
cities. He came to this country | 
in 1911. He was formerly with the | 
New Orleans Symphony Orchestra. | 
In recent years he was a soloist at 
concerts. 





LA GOYA 


Aurora Mananos Jauffret, 52, | 
Spanish dancer known profession- | 
ally as La Goya, died of a heart | 
ailment at her villa in Madrid, | 
June 2. At the age of 13 she made | 
her debut at the Variedades in’ 
Madrid as a dancer and later tour- 
ed Europe and America. 

In 1938, after a successful tour 
of South America she retired and. 
married impresario-writer Tomas | 

| 


Borras, who survives. 

WILLIAM I. TOWNSEND | 
William 1. Townsend, veteran 
member of Fred Waring’s Pennsyl- 
am, died June 11 in New 
OVrkK, i 
_ Townsend, a native of Toronto, | 
joined the Pennsylvanians 
1922, as a violinist. Of late) 
years he was head copyist and in 
charge of the Waring Music Li- 
brary. His wife died a year ago. 
A daughter survives. 








HANS WERNER 


Hans Werner, 60, viola player 
with Boston Symphony Orchestra | 
died in Boston, June 15. 

A native of Vienna where he 
Studied at the Vienna Conserva- | 
tory he had been a member of. the 
Boston orchestra 38 years. 

Survived by wife. 


FRANK HEINZMANN 


Frank Heinzmann, 35, circus ac- 
robat, died in Pueblo, Colo., June 
19. Heinzmann, performing at the 
State fairgrounds there, fell 110 
feet to his death when a steel pole 
or he was balancing snap- 
Heinzmann was half way through 


his act- when the mishap occurred. 





JOSEPH P. McLOUGHLIN 


Joseph P. McLoughlin, 69, re- 
tired personnel and office manager 
‘or Paramount Pictures, died in| 
New York, dune 19. McLoughlin 
Was with Paramount from 1922 to 
1945, when he retired. 

A wife and daughter survive. 


ROSE F. NOEL 


Rose F. Noel, 68, former scenario 
“iter, died June 16 





Mary Hatcher Pacts GAC | 
As Rep on Vaude Dates 


Mary Hatcher, having exited her 
role in “Texas, Li’l Darlin’,” is! 
now \being handled by 
eration. | . 
Galveston, Texas, this summer 

Prior to appearing in “Texas,” | 


| 





She was the mother of Sterling | 
Noel, Sunday editor of the N. Y.!_/! 
Journal-American and former wife’ Miss Hatcher appeared in films on 
of the late Joseph Noel, novelist. | the Coast. 


LINA LOOS | 


Lina Loos, 67, Viennese actress 
and authoress, died in Vienna June 
6 








MARRIAGES | 


Barbara MacCalmont te Paul | 
Prugar, Pittsburgh, June 10. He’s 
asst. manager of WB’s Kenyon the- 
atre in Pitt. 


Anna Marie Rule to James Sny- 


Miss Loos was a prominent ac-. 
tress in her younger days, and also 
author of the German best-seller 
“Buch ohne Titel” (‘A Book With- | der, Pittsburgh, June 17. He’s on 
out a Title’) telling of her theatri- | KDKA’s news staff. 
cal experiences. | , Nan Grey to Frankie Laine, Bev- 
}erly Hills, June 15. She’s a film 





General | 


, role. 


| ola, Mo. 


J. WILLIAM DEUB“CH 


J. William Deubach, 61, 
urer of the Olympic theatre when 
it was one of two legit houses in 
St. Louis, died in St. Louis hospi- 
tal June 8 following a stroke. 

After legit faltered in St. Louis, 


Deubach was a salesmanager for a | 


local brewery. 


ANGELO BOVE 
Angelo Bove, 55, orchestra man- 
ager of the Philadelphia Civic 
Grand Opera Co., died June 14 in 
Philly. 
A well-known Philadelphia vi- 
olist, he had been with the orch 


| for many years. 


Wife, son and daughter survive. 





ROY S. KEMPER 
Roy S. Kemper, 61, secretary of 


, the Missouri State Fair for the past | 
| five years, died at Macon, Mo., | 


June 14. 

As an exhibitor of his trained 
horses, Kemper was weil known in 
horseshow circles in the midwest. 


GEORGE F. A. JOMIER 


George Francois Armand Jo- 
mier, 76, French instructor to the 
film industry and technical adviser 
on. numerous Hollywood pictures, 
died June 13 in Santa Monica after 
a long illness. 








ALISON KINGSFORD 
Alison Kingsford, 51, actress, 
died June 10 in North Hollywood. 
Surviving is her husband, Walter 
Kingsford, British actor. 


Father, 80, of Charlies Kosco, 
manager of 20th-Fox exchange in 
Buffalo, died suddenly in railroad 
station there June 4 following his 





| return from a pilgrimage to Rome. | 


Another son is Joseph Kosco, 
Brockway, Pa., theatre owner. 





Wife, 48. of Ralph DeStefani, 
Long Island bandleader, died in 
Bay Shore, L. L, June 19 from 
burns received when her clothing 
caught fire from a lit cigarette 
while sleeping in an armchair at 
her home in Bay Shore. 





Mother, 63, of Dr. Allen Black 
and the late Mickey Black, died 
June 14 in Hollywood. Other sur- 
vivors are brothers Sidney and Ben 
Lust, theatre operators, of Wash- 
ington, D. C. 





— 


Jack Marta, Jr., 12, son of Jack 
Marta, Republic cameraman, was 


in| killed June 14 when he touched a! 


live wire near his home in Van 
Nuys, Cal. 


Charles E. O'Halloran, 69, Phila- 





Music, died there June 14. 
survives, 





Son, 21, of Phillip K. Upp, pro- 
jectionist at the Balaban & Katz 
Uptown theatre, in Chicago, died 
June 17 in auto accident at Mine- 





Art Goldie, 60. 


perenne: died 
in Chicago June 17. 





Mother of Billy Yates, Pitts-' 


burgh bandleader, died of a heart 
attack June 9 at her home in 
Marion, Ky. 





Father of Bill Kent, N. Y. and 





Florida agent, died June 13 in 
New York. 
Jake Katleman, 51, rincipal 


stockholder in the El Rancho Vegas 
Hotel in Las Vegas, died June 14 
in Los Angeles. 





Mme, Bianca Mosca, 
London 


Paris, June 17. 





| 
tréas- | 


, actress; he’s the singer. 
| Bernice Cohen to Al Dvorin in 
Chicago, June 18. He’s head of 
|own Chi talent agency. 

Alice Jayne Carpenter to Chet 
| Campbell, Chicago, June 10. He’s 
(an NBC flack. 

Dr. Gloria Hilker to William Tay- 
‘lor, Chicago, June 17. He's a 
| WBKB director. 

Anne R. Rule to Jim Snyder, 
| Pittsburgh, June 17. Bride is a 
| newspaperwoman; he’s with the 
| news.dept. of station KDKA, Pitts- 
| burgh. 

Joan Grobin to Larry Goodman, 
Bethesda, Md., June 18. He’s on 
staff of Film Daily. 
| Billy Scott to Helen Bremer, 


New Haven, Ind., June 18. He’s 
WLW-C hillbilly singer; bride’s. 
with Roy Acuff and “Grand Ol 


| Opry” radio show. 

| Janice Sargoy to Richard Harvey 
Rosenberg, New Rochelle, N. Y., 
June 18. Bride is daughter of Ed- 
ward Sargoy, member of the show- 
biz lawfirm of Sargoy & Stein. 

| Margaret Blake to Donald Chan- 
dlier, New York, June 17. He’s 


Europe Rolls Out Carpet 


Continued from page | jane 














pany of Ethel Merman and Marcel. they give out with that “pas cher 
Merkes is in the Ray Middleton for you Americans.” The france 
has firmed en a free market, which 

West End showmen insist Mary in itself is a smart move for the 
Martin has -the British sayso on. general economy as well as for the 


|“South Pacific,” especially. since tourist who, not so long ago, did 
she wants to vindicate herself for) business with some “friendly Arab 


her missout in London with Noel on the blacketeering exchange. 
Coward’s “Pacific 1860.” | American Express and Cook's 
In London, the Hotel Savoy is are doing their usual ghides into 
doing a big-name nitery comeback the Loire chateau country and the 
with Hildegarde;. Julie Wilson dou- Normandy invasion beaches,. just 
bles between the Colony (dinner) as post-World War I they toured 
and Astor (supper club, which is | them into the Argonne. 
the nearest thing to the’ yesteryear | The Francophile Americans 
bottle club). Other U. S. acts are | around the Ritz wax enthusiastic 
Diane Adrian at the Bagatelle about Benny Goodman, who just 
(where Edmundo Ros heads the ex- | did a concert; ditto about Wilhelm 
cellent band); Marion Harris, sans Fuertwaengler and his Berlin Phil- 


the “Junior,” which was her billing 
in America, is at the Berkeley; Bill 
Johnson, ex-“Annie Get Your 
Gun,” at the Society. Catherine | 
Carroll is at Circ’s; George Bran- 
and, magician, at the Dove Room; 
the Arnaut Bros. just closed at the 
Savoy; Frances Grandey is at the | 


, Orchid Room; and Jack & Daphne 


| son of Al Chandler, general man- | 


ager for Irving Berlin music firm. 

Ellen Jean Rosenthal to Albert 
Sarnoff, New York, June 18. He’s 
a nephew of Gen. David Sarnoff, 
board chairman of Radio Corp. of 
America. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Seymour Abeles, 
|daughter, Buffalo, June 11. Par- 
ents have a Mr. and Mrs. show on 
| WBEN-TV there. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Bob Murphy, son, 
| Chicago, June 14. Father is an 
lannouncer on “The Breakfast 
Club” and other ABC shows. 

Mr. and Mrs. 
son, Hollywood, June 12. 
jis a TV cameraman. 





‘daughter, Hollywood, June 11. 
Mother is Frances Henderson, ac- 
tress; father is a pressagent. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Tyler, 
daughter, of Chappaqua, N, Y., re- 
cently. Father is Advertising 
Manager of Mutual Broadcasting. 
Hollywood, June 16. Father is a 
film producer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Harris, son, 
Houston, recently. Father is gen- 
bea manager of KPRC, and KLEE- 


Mr. and Mrs. Ed Barte!!. 
Pittsburgh, June 9. Father's an 
announcer on WPGH in Pitt. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alex Showe, daugh- 
jter, June 1.  Father’s head of 
|candy supply firm which services 
| Pitt. theatres. 





ter, Seattle, June 8. Father is an 
-announcer-disk jockey at KIRO, 
-CBS outlet. 


| Mr. and Mrs. Dave Page, daugh- | “service compris” and the “sans 


| 
| 
| 


Barker, longtime local singers, at 
the ‘$6 Club. London also has a 21 
Club, a la N. Y. Food is easier 
but it still doesn’t compare to the 
groceries in any French restaurant. 


Lena Horne in Paris 

Paris’ Baccara Room headlines 
Lena Horne, who “sings like a 
tiger,” to quote Maurice Chevalier. 
At Le Lido there is the lavish 
Pierre Louis-Guerin & Rene 
Fraday floorshow, ““Enchantement,” | 
starring the 4 Step Bros., 16 Blue- 
bel Girls (British line), Bela Kremo 
and Carrie Finnell with her unique 


_mammary display. At Les Ambas- | 


sadeurs, just reopened, is Kay | 
Thompson and the Bernard Bros. 
(George & Bert), the freres being 


| in Europe the last four years and 


now practically native with their 
diskology takeoffs. Miss Thomp- 


'son’s debut was highly heralded 


but missed the mark as being “too 
American even for the Yank-loving 
French.” They liked the group 


_dancing more than the lyrics for 


Larry Stensvold, | 
Father | 


Mr. and Mrs. Jack Diamond, | 


the simple reason they couldn't 
understand the staccato Thompson 
wordage. She’s in for four months, 
which means that the Guerin man- 
agement may have to shift her to 
theatres and the resorts since the 
general impression of the reopened 
Ambassadeurs was downbeat, in- 
cluding cuisine and service. 

On a broad basis the niteries of- | 
fer B talent at A prices. The aver- | 
age hep New Yorker, who wouldn't 
be caught dead in some of the. 


_lesser-grade West 52d Street-type | 


| bistros, finds himself stuck with an | 


average $3-$5 per-person tab just | 
for a couple of drinks. This is al] 


/right for th a a 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Hecht, son, | S © once - over - lightly 


goer-outer but it adds up as too 
rich an item on a regular basis. _ 
Conversely, your hotel in the top 


deluxe brackets is comparatively | 


_ to $40 a day, 
son, | 


the lowest item, ranging from $12. 
but not including the 
obligatory 15% “service,” which | 


doesn’t preclude the necessity of 


Mr. and Mrs. Moss Hart, daugh- | 


| 
| ter, New York, June 17. 


|delphia City Councilman and one-|is Kitty Carlisle, actress-singer; 
| time stagehand at the rr | father is playwright-producer. 

© 
' son, New York, June 18. Father is | 


Mr. and Mrs. Stirling Silliphant, 
Fox homeoffice ad-publicity de- 


| partment. 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Scully, 
‘daughter, Hollywood, June 19. 


Father is screenwriter, author and 
| VARIETY columnist. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph V. Edwards, 
son, Brooklyn, N. Y., June 16. 
| Father is assistant office manager 
|for the Motion Picture Export 
Assn. 


Paris Dubbing Strike 
Nearing a Settlement 


Paris, June 20. 


Dubbing strike called some 
| weeks ago by the Actors’ Syndicate 





Mother | 


supplementary pourboire to the. 
floor maid, valet, waiters, con- | 
cierge, liftboys, postal clerk and 
the like. 

The tourist at first forgets the 


service” joints, and may find there 
is appended at 12-15% service | 
charge. On this he must donate 
an additional 5-10% “supplement.” 


| But just as often, especially in the 


ae of promotions for the. 20th- | 


dimly lit Russian uddle joints, with 
wine pegged at $10-$15 in a coun- 
try where they grow it in the back- | 


yard, he may pay a generous tip on . 


top of an already fixed 15%. 
nobody will correct him. 

Mme. Maggy Vaudable, whose 
husband owns Maxim's, is enthusi- 
astic about the New York branch 
they plan in 1951 somewheres in 
the East 50s. Albert, the famed 
headwaiter of Maxim's, will be ex- 
ported to the States for some 
judicious “publicite.” 

Maxim’s, incidentally, is the only 
airconditioned class restaurant in 
Paris and when the unseasonable 
hot weather descended on the capi- | 


And 


_ tal the weeks before “the grande 
semaine,” the places in the Bois de | 


is not settled due to technicalities | 


lin wording an agreement. How- 


ever, it is believed that the walk- | 


‘out may end before next week. 
| Understood that actors are now 


onetime’ satisfied but studio technicians are 
stage designer, died in, holding up settlement. 
‘fected by the stoppage are U. S. | 
|major companies which dub nearly | 
Father, 78. of bandleader Sammy all their product for the French 
in Santa Kaye, died in Cleveland, June 15. market. 


Chiefly af- | 


Boulogne, like “the Pre-Catelan. 
Pavilion Royal and Cascades, found 
themselves suddenly overwhelmed 
by business. Even the roadhouses, 
like the Coq Hardi, Les Fruits 
Defendu (Forbidden Fruit) and the 
Hermitage, seemed unprepared by 
the fresh-air seekers. 


Shops Expensive 


Goods in the shops are expen-| 


sive. The English-speaking sales 
staffers are not convincing when 


names. ; 
| still on crutches because of his ski- 


harmonic, and about Kirsten Flag- 
stad and Serge Lifar, contending 
that “art and politics should not 
mix.” After which this same group 
will fingerpoint at this or that ho- 
telier, restaurateur or merchant for. 
being “a foremost collaborationist.” 

The Nicky Hiltons, Jr. (Elizabeth 
Taylor) did Paris like first-time 
tourists, and loved it. Metro's 
David Lewis was told to leave the 
kids alone, and did so, and other 
than the initial forays at the Hotel 
George V, they went their way in 
a normal manner. 


Sonja Henie, Hope Hampton, 
Eddie Cantor, Lily Pons, Bing 
Crosby, Elsa Maxwell, Orson 


Welles, Jan Kiepura, Jean Sablon, 
Ona Munson, the Sam Goldwyns, 
Marie (Mrs. W. Averell) Harriman, 
Borrah Minevitch and Lew Was- 
serman were some of the names 
encountered, among many others. 


The others included: 


Ona Munson, now married to 
Eugene Berman, a painter. Having 
been twice-married to Eddie Buz- 
zell, she observed that she ‘‘still 
has the same initials.” 


Ludwig Bemelmans is reported 
doing a “Gentlemen’s Agreement” 
by posing as a Russian price in 
some Left Bank hotel, and thus 
getting, first hand, a closeup of gen- 
eral reaction to ex-White Russian 
aristocracy. 

Orson Welles’ imaginative néw 
play, “The Unthinking Lobster,” at 
the Theatre Edouard VII, in Eng- 
lish, was described by him as ‘“‘defi- 
nitely not anti-Hollywood, because, 
as vou can see from the plot as I 
described it, it makes Hollywood 
more of a shrine than a film capi- 
oS ” 


Maurice Chevalier, proud of the 
way he carries his 62 years, returns” 
to his Cannes retreat for July, but 
“never again, as you saw me in 
1948, will I be there in August; 
too many people and too hot.” Che- 
valier said “I like Gene Kelly; 
he’s a very fine fellow; but it is 
too late for me to play first violin 
to MGM, and the answer is they 
then wanted Jean Sablon for ‘An 
American in Paris,’ and finally 
signed Georges Guetary. So you 
see it could not have been so im- 
portant a role.” Chevalier essays 
a one-man show at the Variete. in 
Paris, this fall, and promises “lll 
play it as long as they come.” 

He has a protegee in “Lady” 
Patachou, who operates The Pata- 
chou in the Montmartre, right be- 
hind the Sacre Coeur, in a hybrid, 
ribald manner that is a cross be- 
tween Texas Guinan, the Eddie 
Davis (Leon &) and (the late) Jack 
White technique. She gets 'em out 
to do competition routines; she 
cuts the customers’ ties, which are 
displayed on a huge overhead rack; 
she utilizes barracks wordage and 
lvrics which seem OK to the most 
decorous French patronage; she 
gets them into convivial commu- 
nity sings and boops-a-daisy type 
of audience-participation; and in 
short she has made her bistro a 
turnaway spot, working hard tor 
1!'2 hours. She makes her ABC 
‘vaude theatre) debut this week, 
and on her stage presence depends 
her likelihood for America. Che- 
valier thinks she would be a re- 
freshing entry for the States. 

Candid camera photogs here 
make the U. S. lensgirls look like 
coftee-anders. Here they get 1,000 
francs ($3) pér print. 

Hope Hampton is remaining over 
until September. 

Elsa Maxwell queens it around 
the Ritz and casts her shindigs, pet 
usual, with showbiz and titled 
Aly Khan hobbled over, 


ing accident. ; 

Norma Shearer and her ex-ski in+ 
.structor, Martin Arounge, have 
been here for past three years. She 
looks well. Ditto Merle Oberon, 
just in from making a picture in 
' London, 
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Here are some facts worth knowing: 
1. 


AGVA’s welfare fund will receive a 
magnificent weekly contribution from 
this show. 


. No booking agency has an exclusive 


to book talent on package. You can 
book direct or through your agent. 


. Everyone will be paid. 
. The AGVA Television Show will be a 


weekly one-hour. program of 8 acts. 


. This show is your show presented to 


demonstrate that Variety is the clean- 


_ est and best type of family entertain- 


ment in the world. 


. Only AGVA members in good stand- 


ing can appear on the show. 
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Remember, the AGVA Television Show is produced by 
Showmen with vaudevillians for the AGVA Welfare Fund. 




















It's Your Show! 























